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Geography & Travel Languages adjective, a word or phrase that modifies, or specifies, the meaning of a noun or pronoun. An adjective provides additional information about a noun or pronoun by answering the question What kind? (for example, a green bicycle), Which one? (the second episode), How much? (more ice cream), How many? (three cats),
or Whose is it? (her backpack). Possessive adjectives (my, your, her, his, its, our, their, and whose) are placed before a noun to show who or what owns or possesses it (her guitar, our house). Coordinate adjectives are two or more adjectives that modify the same noun in a sentence to the same degree and are typically separated by a comma or the
word and (The smart, witty teacher had the whole class laughing). When an adjective is placed immediately before the noun that it modifies, it is called an attributive adjective (the yellow car). When an adjective follows a linking verb (such as be, seem, or feel) to connect with the noun that it modifies, it is known as a predicate adjective (The sky is
cloudy). In some cases, two or more adjectives are set off with commas or dashes and placed after the noun they modify (The princess, strong and determined, continued her quest) or before the noun (Strong and determined, the princess continued her quest); these are known as appositive adjectives. Comparative adjectives, as their name suggests,
are used to compare two or more things (The oak tree is taller than the elm tree). Superlative adjectives are used to compare one thing with several other things (The oak tree is the tallest tree in our neighbourhood). With most short, one-syllable adjectives, the comparative adjective can be formed by adding the suffix -er, and the superlative adjective
can be formed by adding -est. With longer adjectives, the comparative can typically be formed by adding the word more or less before the adjective (more dangerous, less dangerous), and the superlative can be formed by adding the word most or least (most dangerous, least dangerous). There are, however, exceptions, such as the comparative and
superlative forms of the adjectives good (better and best) and bad (worse and worst). In some cases, words that are usually used as nouns or pronouns can function as adjectives, depending on where they are placed in a sentence. For example, in the sentence “She rode the commuter train to the city,” the word commuter functions as an adjective
modifying the noun train. The pronouns all, another, any, both, each, either, few, many, more, neither, one, other, several, some, that, these, this, those, what, and which can also be used as adjectives, as in the sentence “He decided to eat another cookie.” Adjectives and adverbs are sometimes confused because they both modify other words.
Adjectives modify only nouns and pronouns, whereas adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. When an adverb modifies an adjective, it usually clarifies the intensity of the adjective. In the sentence “He was very happy,” the word very is an adverb modifying the adjective happy. Bill Guerriero Person Skydiving With List of Common
Adjectives Skydiving: BSVIT / iStock / Getty Images Plus / Background: Tolchik / iStock / Getty Images Plus Used under Getty Images license Adjectives modify perhaps the most common words in the English language, nouns. With a list of common adjectives at hand, you can effectively describe your surroundings in detail. The words on this list of 228
adjectives can all be used to describe feelings or the appearance of objects and can also make it easy to describe yourself, your surroundings and your favorite things. The first part of this list features commonly used adjectives from the first four letters of the alphabet. adorable adventurous aggressive agreeable alert alive amused angry annoyed
annoying anxious arrogant ashamed attractive average awful bad beautiful better bewildered black bloody blue blue-eyed blushing bored brainy brave breakable bright busy calm careful cautious charming cheerful clean clear clever cloudy clumsy colorful combative comfortable concerned condemned confused cooperative courageous crazy creepy
crowded cruel curious cute dangerous dark dead defeated defiant delightful depressed determined different difficult disgusted distinct disturbed dizzy doubtful drab dull There are plenty more often-used adjectives that start with letters in the next part of the alphabet. Review these adjective words that begin with the letters “e” through “k.” eager
easy elated elegant embarrassed enchanting encouraging energetic enthusiastic envious evil excited expensive exuberant fair faithful famous fancy fantastic fierce filthy fine foolish fragile frail frantic friendly frightened funny gentle gifted glamorous gleaming glorious good gorgeous graceful grieving grotesque grumpy handsome happy healthy
helpful helpless hilarious homeless homely horrible hungry hurt ill important impossible inexpensive innocent inquisitive itchy jealous jittery jolly joyous kind Moving forward in alphabetical order, there are still many more adjectives appropriate for use in everyday conversation. Explore these common words that start with the letters between “1” and
“s.” lazy light lively lonely long lovely lucky magnificent misty modern motionless muddy mushy mysterious nasty naughty nervous nice nutty obedient obnoxious odd old-fashioned open outrageous outstanding panicky perfect plain pleasant poised poor powerful precious prickly proud putrid puzzled quaint real relieved repulsive rich scary selfish
shiny shy silly sleepy smiling smoggy sore sparkling splendid spotless stormy strange stupid successful super There are plenty more common adjectives throughout the remainder of the alphabet. Explore these common words that start with the letters between “t” and “z.” talented tame tasty tender tense terrible thankful thoughtful thoughtless tired
tough troubled ugliest ugly uninterested unsightly unusual upset uptight vast victorious vivacious wandering weary wicked wide-eyed wild witty worried worrisome wrong zany zealous Keeping up with all of these words doesn’t have to be challenging. Just download the printable version of this list by clicking the image below, then print or save for
future reference. You'll be excited to see that the printable version has even more adjectives! Whether you are a native English speaker or you are learning English as a second language, using an adjective list like this one can help you expand your language skills and organize your learning. Using an adjective list can help you build a more advanced
vocabulary and build your ability to use descriptive language. This, in turn, will allow you to become a more effective writer and speaker. People who are learning a foreign language often make a list of common descriptive words to study in order to expand their vocabulary beyond just basic nouns and verbs in the new language. Adjectives are words
that describe something or someone. Scruffy, purple, concerned, and special are all adjectives. They usually (but not always) come right before what they are describing. Here are some examples: "A scruffy dog sat in the window." (Scruffy is the adjective, and dog is the thing being described.) "She wore a purple shirt." (Purple is the adjective, and
shirt is the thing being described.) “The birthday seemed special.” (Special is the adjective, and birthday is the thing being described.) Some adjectives describe qualities-spiciness, for example-that can vary in amount or degree. They often do this by changing form (usually by adding -er or -est): you might prefer your food spicier than others in your
family do, or take pride in your ability to handle the spiciest hot sauce on the market. But adjectives can also be used with adverbs like more, most, less, very, slightly, etc. for this purpose. Beautiful is one example of an adjective whose degree can only be modified in this way; you could say that one painting is more beautiful than another, but you
would not way that it is beautifuller. Comparative and Superlative Adjectives The question of whether you should modify an adjective with -er or -est or if you should use more or most is a tricky one. A very general rule (which has many exceptions) is that -er or -est may be used for adjectives of a single syllable (like round or flat), more or most are
used for those with three syllables or more (like beautiful), and there is no clear rule for adjectives with two syllables. (Read more about modifying adjectives) Other Roles of Adjectives In addition to describing qualities of nouns and pronouns, adjectives can modify them by restricting or limiting their meanings. Take numbers, for example: “fifteen
cupcakes,” “zero qualms.” Similarly, although they are often used as pronouns, this, that, these, and those can also be used as adjectives: “This article was very informative.” Other parts of speech: What is an adverb? What is a noun? What is a preposition? What is a verb? Other articles you may be interested in: Adjectives that look like nouns Nouns
that look like adjectives How do you modify an adjective? Adjectives are words that describe nouns or pronouns. In other words, they describe people, places, or things. (In schools, adjectives are often introduced as "describing words.") "Old," "green," and "cheerful" are examples of adjectives. In these examples, the adjectives are highlighted, and the
nouns are in bold. old man green field cheerful parrot Here are some adjectives in sentences: John is a tall boy. New York is a busy city. This is a tasty apple. The words being described are nouns. Be aware that grammarians like to say that the adjectives are "modifying" the nouns, rather than "describing" them.Adjectives can also describe pronouns.
In these examples, the pronouns are in bold: He is happy. She was beautiful. It smells lovely. When adjectives modify (i.e., describe) pronouns, the adjectives usually come after the pronouns, but not always. We will cover the positioning of adjectives later in the lesson. In the End, Adjectives Always Modify Nouns When an adjective modifies a pronoun,
it is actually modifying a noun. Remember that a pronoun is a word that replaces a noun. For example: John is a brilliant comedian. He is funny. In this example, the first adjective ("brilliant") modifies the noun "comedian," and the second ("funny") modifies the pronoun "he." However, "he" represents the noun "John." So, in reality, "funny" is
modifying a noun. It doesn't matter how complex your sentence is. If you have an adjective, it is - in the final analysis - modifying a noun. It's your go! Select the adjective in the following sentences. Table of Contents The Position of Adjectives Descriptive Adjectives and Determiners Video Lesson More about Determiners Nouns Used as Adjectives
Participles Used as Adjectives Infinitives Used as Adjectives The Order of Adjectives Compound Adjectives Adjective Phrases Adjective Clauses Why Adjectives Are Important Test Time! Here are some more examples of adjectives. (In each example, the adjective is highlighted.) An adjective usually comes directly before the noun it describes (or
"modifies," as grammarians say). old man green field cheerful one ("One" is a type of pronoun. Pronouns are words that replace nouns. So, adjectives can modify pronouns too.) When adjectives are used like this, they're called attributive adjectives. An adjective can come after the noun. Jack was old. It looks green. He seems cheerful. In the three
examples above, the adjectives follow linking verbs ("was," "looks," and "seems") to describe the noun or pronoun. (When adjectives are used like this, they're called predicate adjectives.) Sometimes, an adjective comes immediately after a noun. the Princess Royal time immemorial body beautiful the best seats available the worst manners imaginable
When adjectives are used like this, they're called postpositive adjectives. Postpositive adjectives are more common with pronouns. someone interesting those present something evil It's your go! Select the type of adjective in the following sentences: This infographic shows where an adjective sits in relation to the noun it describes: All the adjectives
we've seen so far have been descriptive adjectives. A descriptive adjective will usually fit into one of the following categories: CategoryExample Appearanceattractive, burly, clean, dusty Colourazure, blue, cyan, dark Conditionabsent, broken, careful, dead Personalityannoying, brave, complex, dizzy Quantityample, bountiful, countless, deficient
Sensearomatic, bitter, cold, deafening Size and Shapeangular, broad, circular, deep Timeancient, brief, concurrent, daily In traditional grammar, words like "his," "this," "many," and even "a" and "the" are also classified as adjectives. However, in contemporary grammar, such words are classified as determiners. So, for many people, the word
"adjective" refers only to descriptive adjectives. The rise of the term "determiner" means that we now have nine parts of speech, not the traditional eight. Here is a video summarizing this lesson on adjectives. video lesson This lesson starts to get technical from this point. If you're teaching learners or non-native-English speakers, you might like the
following lessons: Here is a table showing the different types of determiners: TypeExamples Possessive Determiners. "my," "your," "his," "her," "its," "our," "their," and "whose." When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new wife. (Prince Philip) The only time a wife listens to her husband is when he's asleep. (Cartoonist Chuck
Jones) Read more about possessive determiners/adjectives. Demonstrative Determiners. "this," "that," "these," and "those." That man's silence is wonderful to listen to. (Novelist Thomas Hardy) Maybe this world is another planet's hell. (Writer Aldous Huxley) Read more about demonstrative determiners/adjectives. Articles. The poets are only the
interpreters of the gods. (Philosopher Socrates) I'm an optimist - but an optimist who carries a raincoat. (Prime Minister Harold Wilson) Read more about the articles. Numbers (or Cardinal Numbers). "one," "two," "three," etc. If two wrongs don't make a right, try three wrongs. (Canadian educator Laurence Peter) One loyal friend is worth ten
thousand relatives. (Greek Tragedian Euripides) Read more about "quantifiers" on the determiners page. Indefinite Determiners. "no," "any," "many," "few," "several,” "some," etc. If you live to be one hundred, you've got it made. Very few people die past that age. (Comedian George Burns) If this is coffee, please bring me some tea; but if this is tea,
please bring me some coffee. (US President Abraham Lincoln) Read more about indefinite determiners/adjectives. Read more about the difference between adjectives and determiners. Many words that are usually nouns can function as adjectives. For example: autumn colours boat race computer shop Devon cream electricity board fruit fly Here are
some real-life examples: Not all face masks are created equal. (Entrepreneur Hannah Bronfman) You cannot make a revolution with silk gloves. (Premier Joseph Stalin) When used like adjectives, nouns are known as attributive nouns. Formed from a verb, a participle is a word that can be used as an adjective. There are two types of participle: Here
are some examples of participles as adjectives: The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds new discoveries, is not "Eureka!" but "That's funny." (Writer Isaac Asimov) Always be wary of any helpful item that weighs less than its operating manual. (Author Terry Pratchett) While the spoken word can travel faster, you can't take it
home in your hand. Only the written word can be absorbed wholly at the convenience of the reader. (Educator Kingman Brewster) We all have friends and loved ones who say 60 is the new 30. No, it's the new 60. (Fashion model Iman) A participle is classified as a verbal (a verb form that functions as a noun or an adjective). An infinitive verb (e.g., "to
run," "to jump") can also function as an adjective. No human creature can give orders to love. (French novelist George Sand) (Here, the infinitive "to love" describes the noun "orders.") Progress is man's ability to complicate simplicity. (Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl) (An infinitive will often head its own phrase. Here, the infinitive phrase "to
complicate simplicity" describes the noun "ability.") It's your go! What type of adjective is the bold word in the following sentences? When two or more adjectives are strung together, they should be ordered according to the following list: PlacementType of AdjectiveExamples 1Article,Demonstrative Determiner, orPossessive Determinera, an, thethis,
that, those, thesemy, your, his, our 2Quantityone, three, ninety-nine 30pinion or Observationbeautiful, clever, witty, well-mannered 4Sizebig, medium-sized, small 5Physical Qualitythin, lumpy, cluttered 6Shapesquare, round, long 7Ageyoung, middle-aged, old 8Colour/Colorred, blue, purple 90rigin or ReligionFrench, Buddhist 10Material metal,
leather, wooden 11Type L-shaped, two-sided, all-purpose 12Purpose, orAttributive Nounmixing, drinking, cookingservice, football, head Here is an example of a 14-adjective string (shaded) that is ordered correctly: my two lovely XL thin tubular new white Spanish metallic hinged correcting knee braces. Regardless of how many adjectives are used
(more than 3 is rare), the established order is still followed. That's a lovely mixing bowl (1: Determiner 2: Opinion 3: Purpose) Who's nicked my two black, wooden spoons? (1: Number 2: Colour 3: Material) Give your ticket to the Italian old waiter. (Age comes before origin. Therefore, "the old Italian waiter" would have been better.) This list of
precedence is not universally agreed, but all versions are similar. The area of most dispute is age and shape. The order can change for emphasis too. If there were two old waiters, one Italian and one Spanish, then the wrong example above would be correct, and the word "Italian" would be emphasized. If you're a native English speaker, you are safe
to ignore this list and let your instinct guide you. (Remarkably, you already know this, even if you don't know you know it.) In order to understand when to use commas between multiple adjectives, you must learn the difference between cumulative adjectives and coordinate adjectives. With cumulative adjectives, specificity builds with each adjective,
so you cannot separate cumulative adjectives with commas, and they must follow the order of precedence in the table above. Coordinate adjectives are different. They describe the noun independently, which means they can follow any order. Coordinate adjectives should be separated with commas or the word "and." Here are some examples of each
type: Cumulative adjectives: A bright green metal mixing bowl (These are cumulative adjectives. Their order cannot be changed. They follow the precedent list. There are no commas.) Coordinate adjectives: A green, lumpy bowl A lumpy, green bowl (These are coordinate adjectives. As shown, their order can be changed. They should be separated
with commas or the word "and.") Read more about the order of adjectives and punctuating them. Not all adjectives are single words. Often, a single adjective will consist of two or more words. A single adjective with more than one word is called a compound adjective. For example: Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in
another city. (Comedian George Burns) Be a good-looking corpse. Leave a good-looking tattoo. (Actor Ed Westwick) I like the busted-nose look. (Actor Peter Dinklage) Compound adjectives are usually grouped with hyphens to show they are one adjective. In real-life sentences, adjectives are often accompanied by modifiers like adverbs (e.g., "very,"
"extremely") and prepositional phrases (e.g., "...with me," "...about the man"). In other words, an adjective (shown in bold) will often feature in an "adjective phrase" (shaded). My bankers are very happy with me. (The popstar formerly known as Prince) (In this example, the adjective phrase describes "bankers.") The dragonfly is an exceptionally
beautiful insect but a fierce carnivore. (Here, the adjective phrase describes "insect.") Here's a more formal definition: An adjective phrase is a group of words headed by an adjective that describes a noun. The last thing to say about adjectives is that clauses can also function as adjectives. With an adjective clause, the clause is linked to the noun
being described with a relative pronoun ("who," "whom," "whose," "that," or "which") or a relative adverb ("when," "where," or "why"). Like all clauses, it will have a subject and a verb. The people who make history are not the people who make it but the people who make it and then write about it. (Musician Julian Cope) I live in that solitude which is
painful in youth but delicious in the years of maturity. (Physicist Albert Einstein) (It can start getting complicated. In the adjective clause above, "painful in youth" and "delicious in the years of maturity" are adjective phrases.) Here's a formal definition: An adjective clause is a multi-word adjective that includes a subject and a verb. This section covers
a lot of adjective-associated terms, most of which have their own pages that highlight their quirks and issues. Below are five top-level points linked to adjectives. Try to avoid using words like "very" and "extremely" to modify adjectives. Pick better adjectives. very happy boy > delighted boy very angry > livid extremely posh hotel > luxurious hotel
really serious look > stern look The examples above are not wrong, but they are not succinct. The best writing is precise and concise. Picking the right noun can eliminate the need for an adjective. whaling ship > whaler disorderly crowd > mob organized political dissenting group > faction You can also reduce your word count by removing redundant
adjectives. joint cooperation > cooperation necessary requirement > requirement handwritten manuscript > manuscript The examples above are not wrong, but they are not succinct. The needless repetition of a single concept is known as tautology. In business writing (especially with technical subjects), it is not unusual to encounter strings of
attributive nouns. In each example below, the attributive-noun string is shaded. Factor in the service level agreement completion time. (difficult to understand) Engineers will install the email retrieval process improvement software. (difficult) He heads the network services provision team. (difficult) The system needs a remote encryption setting reset.
(difficult) Noun strings like these are difficult to follow. If you use one, you will almost certainly bring the reading flow of your readers to a screeching halt as they stop to unpick the meaning, or, worse, they'll zone out and skim over your words without understanding them. To avoid such barely intelligible noun strings, do one or all of the following:
Completely rearrange the sentence. Convert one of the nouns to a verb. Use hyphens to highlight the compound adjectives. Here are the reworked sentences: Factor in the time to complete the service-level agreement. (better) Engineers will install the software to improve the email-retrieval process. (better) He heads the team providing network
services. (better) The system needs a reset of the remote-encryption setting. (better) Most writers correctly use an adjective after a linking verb. It tastes nice. It smells nice. It seems nice. By Jove, it is nice. There's an issue though. For some, the linking verb "to feel" doesn't feel like a linking verb and, knowing that adverbs modify verbs, they use an
adverb. I feel badly for letting you down. ("Badly" is an adverb. It should be "bad.") This error happens with other linking verbs too, but it's most common with "to feel." Bad service and food tasted awfully. (Title of an online restaurant review by "Vanessa") ("Awfully" is an adverb. It should be "awful.") Putting an adjective immediately after a noun
(i.e., using the adjective postpositively) is a technique for creating emphasis. (The deliberate changing of normal word order for emphasis is called anastrophe.) I suppressed my thoughts sinful and revengeful. The sea stormy and perilous steadily proceeded. Go concise by going precise. (e.g., very hungry > famished ) Here is a video for beginners that
summarizes all the parts of speech. video lesson Are you a visual learner? Do you prefer video to text? Here is a list of all our grammar videos. You might also like... Help us improve... Was something wrong? Use #gm to find us quicker. Create a QR code. Prev Article Next Article Adjectives are essential in English because they help describe, modify,
and provide more details about nouns and pronouns. They make sentences clearer, more expressive, and engaging by giving information about size, shape, color, quantity, personality, and more. Without adjectives, language would be plain and lacking detail. Learning adjectives is important for English learners, students, and professionals as they
help improve speaking, writing, and comprehension skills. In this article, you will explore what adjectives are, their types, grammar rules, adjective order, and comparisons, along with plenty of examples to help you master their usage in English. What is an Adjective? An adjective is a word that modifies or describes a noun or pronoun. Adjectives
provide extra details about a noun, such as: Size - big, small, tall, tiny Shape - round, square, oval, flat Color - red, blue, black, yellow Age - new, old, ancient, young Origin - American, British, Turkish, French Material - wooden, plastic, metal, cotton Opinion - beautiful, ugly, amazing, boring Examples: She has a beautiful voice. He wore a black
jacket. We bought a large wooden table for our dining room. Functions of Adjectives Adjectives answer specific questions about a noun: What kind? — She wore a red dress. Which one? — I prefer that book over this one. How many? — There are three apples on the table. How much? — He has enough money to buy a car. Types of Adjectives There are
different types of adjectives, each serving a unique function. Below is a complete list of the most common types of adjectives with explanations and examples. 1. Descriptive Adjectives (Qualitative Adjectives) Descriptive adjectives describe the qualities of a noun. These are the most common adjectives and include words related to color, size, shape,
texture, age, appearance, and emotions. Examples: A tall building (size) A round table (shape) A red dress (color) An old book (age) A Turkish restaurant (origin) A wooden chair (material) A friendly person (personality) 2. Quantitative Adjectives Quantitative adjectives describe the amount or quantity of a noun. Examples: I have three dogs. (Specific
number) She drank some water. (Unspecified amount) He made several mistakes. (General amount) There are many students in the class. (Large number) She spent a little time reading. (Small amount) 3. Demonstrative Adjectives These adjectives indicate which noun is being referred to. The most common demonstrative adjectives are this, that,
these, and those. Examples: I like this book. (Near) She prefers those shoes. (Far) That idea sounds great! Look at these pictures! Can you pass me that pen? 4. Possessive Adjectives Possessive adjectives show ownership or possession. The most common possessive adjectives are my, your, his, her, its, our, their. Examples: This is my car. He forgot his
phone at home. She loves her new dress. We visited our grandparents yesterday. They cleaned their house. 5. Interrogative Adjectives Interrogative adjectives are used in questions to ask about a noun. The most common ones are what, which, and whose. Examples: Which movie do you want to watch? What book are you reading? Whose phone is
ringing? 6. Indefinite Adjectives Indefinite adjectives do not specify an exact number or amount. Examples include some, many, few, several, all, any, each, every. Examples: She bought some apples. I saw many birds in the park. He made several mistakes. She read a few pages before sleeping. They gave us each a gift. 7. Proper Adjectives Proper
adjectives are formed from proper nouns and always start with a capital letter. Examples: I love Italian food. He studies Shakespearean literature. She bought a Japanese car. The Victorian era was fascinating. We watched a French movie. 8. Participial Adjectives Participial adjectives are formed from verbs, usually ending in -ing (present participle)
or -ed (past participle). They describe how someone feels (-ed) or the cause of the feeling (-ing). -ing Adjectives describe the thing or person that causes the feeling. The movie was boring. This book is interesting. That sound is annoying. -ed Adjectives describe how someone feels. I was bored during the movie. She is interested in history. We were
annoyed by the noise. Common Verb Pairs with -ed/-ing Adjectives: Verb -ing (Cause) -ed (Feeling) interest interesting interested bore boring bored tire tiring tired confuse confusing confused amaze amazing amazed annoy annoying annoyed excite exciting excited embarrass embarrassing embarrassed Note: If you're describing someone’s feeling,
use -ed. If you're describing the thing or cause, use -ing. 9. Compound Adjectives Compound adjectives are made by combining two or more words (usually with a hyphen) to describe a noun. They help make your descriptions clearer and more specific. Common Patterns: Number + noun + adjective: a five-minute walk a ten-year-old boy Adjective +
noun: a high-quality product a cold-blooded animal Adjective + past participle: a well-known actor a broken-hearted girl Examples: He gave me a last-minute suggestion. They live in a twenty-story building. That’s a full-time job. Rule: Compound adjectives come before the noun and are usually hyphenated to avoid confusion. 10. Predicative vs.
Attributive Adjectives Adjectives can appear in different positions in a sentence. Depending on their placement, they are called attributive or predicative adjectives. Attributive Adjectives: An attributive adjective comes before the noun it describes. This is the most common position of adjectives in English. Examples: She wore a red dress. It was a
beautiful day. He is a talented musician. The adjective directly modifies the noun. Predicative Adjectives: A predicative adjective comes after a linking verb (like be, seem, look, become) and describes the subject of the sentence. Examples: The dress is red. Today seems beautiful. The musician is talented. The adjective describes the subject, not
directly before the noun. Formation of Adjectives Adjectives are often formed by adding suffixes to nouns or verbs. These suffixes help describe qualities such as ability, appearance, emotion, quantity, and more. 1. Adjectives Formed from Nouns You can turn many nouns into adjectives by adding a suffix. Noun Adjective Meaning danger dangerous
full of danger fame famous well-known hope hopeful full of hope care careless without care child childish like a child (often negative) beauty beautiful full of beauty Common suffixes: -ous, -ful, -less, -ish, -y, -al, -ic 2. Adjectives Formed from Verbs Some adjectives come from verbs and describe the ability to do something or a quality related to action.
Verb Adjective Meaning read readable able to be read break breakable can be broken help helpful willing to help tire tiring makes you tired interest interesting captures your attention Common suffixes: -able, -ible, -ing, -ed, -ant, -ent Note: Use -ing adjectives to describe the thing:This book is interesting. Use -ed adjectives to describe the feeling:I am
interested in this book. 3. Adjectives Formed from Other Adjectives Sometimes you can form new adjectives by adding prefixes or suffixes to existing adjectives. Base Adjective New Adjective Meaning happy unhappy not happy pleasant unpleasant not pleasant kind unkind not kind tidy untidy not neat small smaller comparative of small Common
prefixes: un-, in-, im-, il-, ir- (all mean “not”) Common suffixes: -er, -est for comparisons 4. Other Common Adjective Suffixes Suffix Example Meaning -al national related to a nation -ic historic related to history -ive creative full of creativity -y rainy full of rain -en golden made of gold -ary imaginary not real, made by imagination 5. Irregular Adjectives
Some adjectives don’t follow any clear formation rule. These must be memorized. Word Adjective good good bad bad far far Degrees of Comparison: Positive, Comparative, Superlative Degree Example Example Sentence Positive Fast The car is fast. Comparative Faster This car is faster than that one. Superlative Fastest This is the fastest car in the
race. Examples with different adjectives: Big — Bigger — Biggest Happy — Happier — Happiest Difficult - More difficult -» Most difficult Adjective Order in English In English, adjectives follow a specific order when multiple adjectives describe a noun. Correct Adjective Order: Opinion — Size — Age — Shape — Color — Origin — Material - Purpose —
Noun Adjective Type Example Opinion Beautiful, Ugly, Nice Size Big, Small, Tall Age Young, Old, Ancient Shape Round, Square, Oval Color Red, Blue, Green Origin American, French, Turkish Material Wooden, Plastic, Cotton Purpose Running (shoes), Sleeping (bag) Example: A beautiful small old round red Italian wooden dining table Where Do
Adjectives Appear in a Sentence? Adjectives usually appear in two main positions within a sentence: before a noun or after a linking verb. Knowing where to place them helps you form natural and grammatically correct sentences. 1. Before a Noun This is the most common placement. The adjective comes directly before the noun it describes.
Examples: She has a cute cat. They live in a big house. I bought a blue shirt. 2. After a Linking Verb Some adjectives come after linking verbs (like be, seem, look, feel, become) and describe the subject of the sentence. Examples: The cat is cute. He feels tired. The weather became cold. Adjectives Quiz 1. Which sentence has the correct adjective
order?a) I saw a round small table.b) I saw a small round table.c) I saw a table round small. 2. Which of these is a possessive adjective?a) Thisb) Theirc) Beautiful 3. Which adjective describes quantity?a) Fourb) Greenc) French 4. What is the demonstrative adjective in this sentence? — I like that book.a) Ib) Likec) That 5. Which sentence is correct?a)
He is an old American man.b) He is a American old man.c) He is old an American man. 6. Identify the proper adjective in this sentence: — She loves Mexican food.a) Sheb) Mexicanc) Loves 7. Which sentence correctly uses a possessive adjective?a) This is her book.b) This is she book.c) This is book her. 8. Choose the indefinite adjective:a) Someb)
Tallc) Blue 9. What is the correct adjective in this sentence? - He has  money left.a) Fewb) Littlec) Many 10. What type of adjective is “Japanese” in this sentence? — She bought a Japanese car. a) Quantitativeb) Properc) Interrogative Quiz Answers 1) I saw a small round table. 2) Their 3) Four 4) That 5) He is an old American man. 6) Mexican 7)
This is her book. 8) Some 9) Little 10) Proper Prev Article Next Article An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun, often providing information about the qualities or characteristics of someone or something. Adjectives can describe these qualities independently or in comparison to something else, and they often appear directly
before the noun or pronoun they modify. Examples include words like enormous, doglike, silly, yellow, fun, and fast. Adjectives have three forms: absolute (describing one thing, like messy), comparative (comparing two things, like messier), and superlative (indicating the highest degree, like messiest). Comparatives often use -er or more, while
superlatives use -est or most. Coordinate adjectives equally modify the same noun and are separated by commas or conjunctions (long, cold winter). Non-coordinate adjectives form a unit of meaning and are not separated by a comma or conjunctions (tattered woolen sweater). Adjectives can also describe the quantity of nouns: many, few, millions,
eleven. Here, we’ll explore adjectives, how they function, and provide examples to help you use them effectively. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contents Adjective definition How to use adjectives Adjectives modify nouns Degrees of adjectives Coordinate adjectives Adjectives vs. adverbs Nouns as adjectives and adjectives
as nouns Adjective usage advice Adjective FAQs Adjective definition An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun, providing additional information about its qualities, characteristics, or attributes. For example, in the phrase “the tall building,” the adjective tall gives specific details about the building’s height. Adjectives can convey various
aspects, such as size, color, shape, and emotion, enhancing the meaning of the nouns they accompany. How to use adjectives Use adjectives to tell the reader what kind of something you’re talking about or how much or how many of something you’'re talking about. Please use three white flowers in the arrangement. Three and white are modifying
flowers. Often, when adjectives are used together, you should separate them with a comma or conjunction. See “Coordinate adjectives” below for more details. I'm looking for a small, good-tempered dog to keep as a pet. My new dog is small and good-tempered. Adjectives modify nouns As you may already know, adjectives are words that modify
(describe) nouns. Adjectives do not modify verbs, adverbs, or other adjectives. Margot wore a beautiful hat to the pie-eating contest. Furry dogs may overheat in the summertime. My cake should have sixteen candles. The scariest villain of all time is Darth Vader. The adjectives are easy to spot in the sentences above because they come immediately
before the nouns they modify. However, adjectives can modify nouns without appearing before them in a sentence. Acting as a subjective complement with the help of a linking verb, a predicate adjective modifies the subject of a sentence. A linking verb is a verb like to be, to feel, to seem, or to taste that, rather than describing an action, helps to
describe a state of being or a sensory experience. It smells gross in the locker room. Driving is faster than walking. Degrees of adjectives Adjectives come in three forms, known as degrees: absolute, comparative, and superlative. Absolute adjectives Absolute adjectives express a quality in an extreme or absolute sense, leaving no room for degrees of
comparison. They describe qualities that cannot typically be modified or intensified. Examples of absolute adjectives Comparative adjectives Comparative adjectives, unsurprisingly, make a comparison between two or more things. For most one-syllable adjectives, the comparative is formed by adding the suffix -er (or just -r if the adjective ends with
an e). For two-syllable adjectives, some use -er to form the comparative, while others use the word more. In general, two-syllable adjectives ending in -er, -le, -ow, -ure, or -y can be made comparative by adding -er (in the case of -y words, replace y with -ier). For adjectives of three or more syllables, add the word more. Examples of comparative
adjectives Superlative adjectives Superlative adjectives indicate that something has the highest degree of the quality in question. One-syllable adjectives become superlatives by adding the suffix -est (or just -st for adjectives that already end in e). As with the comparative, some two-syllable adjectives use -est to form the superlative, while others use
the word most. Generally, two-syllable adjectives ending in -y replace -y with -iest. Adjectives of three or more syllables add the word most. An article with a superlative adjective will almost always be the definite article (the) rather than the indefinite articles a or an. Using a superlative inherently indicates that you are talking about a specific item or
items. Examples of superlative adjectives The most garrulous squirrels Want to make sure you’re using adjectives correctly in your writing? Grammarly can check your spelling and save you from grammar and punctuation mistakes. It even proofreads your text, so your work is extra polished wherever you write. Coordinate adjectives Coordinate
adjectives should be separated by a comma or the word and. Adjectives are said to be coordinate if they modify the same noun in a sentence to the same degree. This is going to be a long, cold winter. Isobel’s dedicated and tireless efforts made all the difference. Sometimes, when two adjectives appear next to each other and modify the same noun,
the one closer to the noun is so closely related to the noun that they form a single semantic unit together. That unit is what is modified by the first adjective. In this case, the adjectives are not coordinate and should not be separated by a comma. My cat, Goober, loves sleeping on this tattered woolen sweater. No one could open the old silver locket. In
some cases, it’s pretty hard to tell whether two adjectives are coordinate or not. But there are a couple of ways you can test them. Try inserting the word and between the adjectives to see if the phrase still seems natural. In the first sentence above, “this tattered and woolen sweater” doesn’t sound right because you aren’t talking about a sweater that
is both tattered and woolen in the same way. It’s a woolen sweater inherently, and it has become tattered. Woolen sweater forms a unit of meaning that is modified by tattered. Another way to test for coordinate adjectives is to try switching the order of the adjectives and seeing if the phrase still works. In the second sentence, you wouldn’t say, “No
one could open the silver old locket.” You can’t reverse the order of the adjectives because silver locket is a unit modified by old. Order of adjectives When combined in a sentence, adjectives follow a specific order: In English, the rules regarding adjective order are more specific than in other languages; that is why saying adjectives in a particular
order sounds “right,” and deviating from that order makes a statement sound “wrong,” even if it’s otherwise grammatically perfect. Compound adjectives Compound adjectives combine two or more words to act as a single descriptor for a noun, often linked with hyphens to ensure clarity. The hyphen helps show that the words work together to modify
the noun, preventing potential confusion. A well-prepared meal (The meal is thoroughly prepared.) A fast-moving train (The train moves quickly.) When the compound adjective follows the noun, the hyphen is typically dropped: The meal was well prepared. Adverbs modifying adjectives are not typically hyphenated. Instead, they are written separately.
Common compound adjective forms include the following: Using hyphens in compound adjectives when appropriate ensures precision and readability, especially when the meaning might otherwise be unclear. Adjectives vs. adverbs Many of us learned in school that adjectives modify nouns and adverbs modify verbs. But as we’ve seen, adjectives don’t
need to be right next to nouns to modify them; they can do so after a linking verb in a sentence as predicate adjectives. This leads to a common type of mistake: using an adverb when what you want is a predicate adjective. Here’s an example you’ve probably heard before: I feel badly about what happened. Because feel is a verb, it may seem to call for
an adverb rather than an adjective. But feel isn’t just any verb; it’s a linking verb. An adverb would describe how you perform the action of feeling—an adjective describes what you feel. “I feel badly” would mean you are bad at feeling things. If you’'re feeling numb, it might make sense to say, “I feel badly.” But if you're trying to say that you are
experiencing a negative emotion, “I feel bad” is the phrase you want. It’s easier to see this distinction with a different linking verb. Consider the difference between these two sentences: “Max smells badly” means that Max has a weak sense of smell. “Max smells bad” means that Max stinks. Nouns as adjectives and adjectives as nouns One more thing
you should know about adjectives is that, sometimes, a word normally used as a noun can function as an adjective, depending on its placement. Never try to pet someone’s guide dog without asking permission first. Guide is a noun, but in this sentence, it is used as an adjective to modify dog. It works the other way, too: Sometimes, words that are
normally adjectives shift into use as nouns. Many times, this happens with adjectives used to denote a group of people, with the addition of the: The French are known for valuing their leisure time. Robin Hood stole from the rich to give to the poor. The word people has been omitted in the above examples, and the adjectives French, rich, and poor
function as nouns. This kind of shift also happens with other types of adjective-noun pairs, especially when they are commonly used together: Our English class took our final this morning. Camille tends to focus on intangibles like communication style and a sense of camaraderie when deciding whether to accept a job offer. In these sentences, the
nouns exam and qualities have been omitted. Adjective usage advice It’s one thing to know how to use an adjective; it’s another to know when using one is a good idea. Good writing is precise and concise. Sometimes, you need an adjective to convey precisely what you mean. It’s hard to describe a “red sports car” without the word red. But often,
choosing the right noun eliminates the need to include an adjective. Is it “a big house” or “a mansion”? “A large crowd” or “a throng”? “A mixed-breed dog” or “a mutt”? “A dark night” or just “night”? Always aim to make every word count in your writing. If you need an adjective, use it. But if it’s not adding value, skip it. Adjective FAQs What is an
adjective? An adjective is a word that describes the traits, qualities, or number of a noun. What are examples of adjectives? Descriptive words like beautiful, smooth, and heavy are all adjectives, as are numbers (twelve eggs). What is the difference between adjectives and adverbs? Adjectives modify nouns, while adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and
other adverbs. For example, in the phrase very funny movie, funny is an adjective describing the noun movie, and very is an adverb describing the adjective funny. Can adjectives modify adverbs? Adjectives can modify only nouns. Only adverbs can modify other adverbs. Part of speech that defines a noun or pronoun An adjective (abbreviated AD]J) is a
word that describes or defines a noun or noun phrase. Its semantic role is to change information given by the noun. The adjective can be considered one of the main parts of speech of the English language, although historically they were classed together with nouns.[1] Nowadays, certain words that usually had been classified as adjectives, including
the, this, my, etc., typically are classed separately, as determiners. Examples: That used to be an immensely funny idea. (Prepositive attributive) That idea is funny. (Predicative) Tell me something funny. (Postpositive attributive) The good, the bad, and the funny. (Substantive) Clara Oswald, completely funny, died three times. (Appositive) See also:
Part of speech § History, and Noun § HistoryAdjective comes from Latin nomen adjectivum,[2] a calque of Ancient Greek: £émifstov dvopa (surname), romanized: epitheton énoma, lit. 'additional name' (whence also English epithet).[3][4] In the grammatical tradition of Latin and Greek, because adjectives were inflected for gender, number, and case
like nouns (a process called declension), they were considered a type of noun. The words that are today typically called nouns were then called substantive nouns (nomen substantivum).[5] The terms noun substantive and noun adjective were formerly used in English but are now obsolete.[6] Depending on the language, an adjective can precede a
corresponding noun on a prepositive basis or it can follow a corresponding noun on a postpositive basis. Structural, contextual, and style considerations can impinge on the pre-or post-position of an adjective in a given instance of its occurrence. In English, occurrences of adjectives generally can be classified into one of three categories: Within a
noun phrase, a prepositive adjective is antecedent to the head noun, which it modifies attributively.[7] For example, in "I put my happy kids into the car", happy occurs on an antecedent basis within the my happy kids noun phrase (kids being its head), and is therefore a prepositive adjective. Postpositive adjectives occur after the noun or pronoun they
modify: within a noun phrase, immediately subsequent to the head noun or pronoun, which it modifies attributively, e.g. "The only room available cost twice what we expected"; in an adjacent appositive phrase, e.g. "My kid, happy as a clam, was already in the back seat"; or linked to the noun or pronoun via a copular, resultative, depictive or other
linking mechanism, as a predicative adjective, e.g. "My kids are happy", "I wiped the table clean" and "We danced naked in the rain"[7] (see Subject complement, Object complement). Nominalized adjectives, which function as nouns. One way this happens is by eliding a noun from an adjective-noun noun phrase, whose remnant thus is a
nominalization. In the sentence, "I read two books to them; he preferred the sad book, but she preferred the happy", happy is a nominalized adjective, short for "happy one" or "happy book". Another way this happens is in absolute phrases like "out with the old, in with the new", where "the old" means "that which is old" or "all that is old", and similarly
with "the new". In such cases, the adjective may function as a mass noun (as in the preceding example). In English, it may also function as a plural count noun denoting a collective group, as in "The meek shall inherit the Earth", where "the meek" means "those who are meek" or "all who are meek". Adjectives feature as a part of speech (word class) in
most languages. In some languages, the words that serve the semantic function of adjectives are categorized together with some other class, such as nouns or verbs. In the phrase a Ford car, Ford is unquestionably a noun but its function is adjectival (noun adjunct, see below): to modify car. In some languages adjectives can function as nouns: for
example, the Spanish phrase un rojo means 'a red [one]'. This is also possible in English, see above. However, such nominalized adjectives mostly refer to people and are more commonly found in the plural: Reds or a Red (most commonly in the sense of 'communist'), the rich and the famous, the oppressed, the poorer or the poorest, or (not for people)
(to venture into) the unknown, the obvious, etc., though use in the singular such as a poor (also the plural (the) poors unlike the poor) or a gay (less so (the) gays) is widely considered dated and generally avoided. As for "confusion" with verbs, rather than an adjective meaning "big", a language might have a verb that means "to be big" and could then
use an attributive verb construction analogous to "big-being house" to express what in English is called a "big house". Such an analysis is possible for the grammar of Standard Chinese and Korean, for example. Different languages do not use adjectives in exactly the same situations. For example, where English uses "to be hungry" (hungry being an
adjective), Dutch, French, and Spanish use "honger hebben", "avoir faim", and "tener hambre" respectively (literally "to have hunger", the words for "hunger" being nouns). Similarly, where Hebrew uses the adjective j71j77 (zaquq, roughly "in need of" or "needing"), English uses the verb "to need". In languages that have adjectives as a word class, it is
usually an open class; that is, it is relatively common for new adjectives to be formed via such processes as derivation. However, Bantu languages are well known for having only a small closed class of adjectives, and new adjectives are not easily derived. Similarly, native Japanese adjectives (i-adjectives) are considered a closed class (as are native
verbs), although nouns (an open class) may be used in the genitive to convey some adjectival meanings, and there is also the separate open class of adjectival nouns (na-adjectives). Many languages (including English) distinguish between adjectives, which qualify nouns and pronouns, and adverbs, which mainly modify verbs, adjectives, or other
adverbs. Not all languages make this exact distinction; many (including English) have words that can function as either. For example, in English, fast is an adjective in "a fast car" (where it qualifies the noun car) but an adverb in "he drove fast" (where it modifies the verb drove). In Dutch and German, adjectives and adverbs are usually identical in
form and many grammarians do not make the distinction, but patterns of inflection can suggest a difference: Eine kluge neue Idee. A clever new idea. Eine klug ausgereifte Idee. A cleverly developed idea. A German word like klug ("clever(ly)") takes endings when used as an attributive adjective but not when used adverbially. Whether these are
distinct parts of speech or distinct usages of the same part of speech is a question of analysis. While German linguistic terminology distinguishes adverbiale from adjektivische Formen, German refers to both as Eigenschaftsworter ("property words"). Main article: Determiner Linguists today distinguish determiners from adjectives, considering them
to be two separate parts of speech (or lexical categories). Determiners formerly were considered to be adjectives in some of their uses.[a] Determiners function neither as nouns nor pronouns but instead characterize a nominal element within a particular context. They generally do this by indicating definiteness (a vs. the), quantity (one vs. some vs.
many), or another such property. Main article: Adjective phrase An adjective acts as the head of an adjective phrase or adjectival phrase (AP). In the simplest case, an adjective phrase consists solely of the adjective; more complex adjective phrases may contain one or more adverbs modifying the adjective ("very strong"), or one or more complements
(such as "worth several dollars", "full of toys", or "eager to please"). In English, attributive adjective phrases that include complements typically follow the noun that they qualify ("an evildoer devoid of redeeming qualities"). In many languages (including English) it is possible for nouns to modify other nouns. Unlike adjectives, nouns acting as
modifiers (called attributive nouns or noun adjuncts) usually are not predicative; a beautiful park is beautiful, but a car park is not "car". The modifier often indicates origin ("Virginia reel"), purpose ("work clothes"), semantic patient ("man eater") or semantic subject ("child actor"); however, it may generally indicate almost any semantic relationship.
It is also common for adjectives to be derived from nouns, as in boyish, birdlike, behavioral (behavioural), famous, manly, angelic, and so on. In Australian Aboriginal languages, the distinction between adjectives and nouns is typically thought weak, and many of the languages only use nouns, or nouns with a limited set of adjective-deriving affixes, to
modify other nouns. In languages that have a subtle adjective-noun distinction, one way to tell them apart is that a modifying adjective can come to stand in for an entire elided noun phrase, while a modifying noun cannot. For example, in Bardi, the adjective moorrooloo 'little' in the phrase moorrooloo baawa 'little child' can stand on its own to mean
'the little one', while the attributive noun aamba 'man' in the phrase aamba baawa 'male child' cannot stand for the whole phrase to mean 'the male one'.[8] In other languages, like Warlpiri, nouns and adjectives are lumped together beneath the nominal umbrella because of their shared syntactic distribution as arguments of predicates. The only thing
distinguishing them is that some nominals seem to semantically denote entities (typically nouns in English) and some nominals seem to denote attributes (typically adjectives in English).[9] Many languages have participle forms that can act as noun modifiers either alone or as the head of a phrase. Sometimes participles develop into functional usage
as adjectives. Examples in English include relieved (the past participle of relieve), used as an adjective in passive voice constructs such as "I am so relieved to see you". Other examples include spoken (the past participle of speak) and going (the present participle of go), which function as attribute adjectives in such phrases as "the spoken word" and
"the going rate". Other constructs that often modify nouns include prepositional phrases (as in "a rebel without a cause"), relative clauses (as in "the man who wasn't there"), and infinitive phrases (as in "a cake to die for"). Some nouns can also take complements such as content clauses (as in "the idea that I would do that"), but these are not
commonly considered modifiers. For more information about possible modifiers and dependents of nouns, see Components of noun phrases. In many languages, attributive adjectives usually occur in a specific order. In general, the adjective order in English can be summarised as: opinion, size, age or shape, colour, origin, material, purpose.[10][11]
[12] Other language authorities, like the Cambridge Dictionary, state that shape precedes rather than follows age.[10][13][14] Determiners and postdeterminers—articles, numerals, and other limiters (e.g. three blind mice)—come before attributive adjectives in English. Although certain combinations of determiners can appear before a noun, they are
far more circumscribed than adjectives in their use—typically, only a single determiner would appear before a noun or noun phrase (including any attributive adjectives). Opinion - limiter adjectives (e.g. a real hero, a perfect idiot) and adjectives of subjective measure (e.g. beautiful, supportive) or value (e.g. good, bad, costly) Size - adjectives
denoting physical size (e.g. tiny, big, extensive) Age - adjectives denoting age (e.g. young, old, new, ancient, six-year-old) Shape or physical quality - adjectives describing more detailed physical attributes than overall size (e.g. round, sharp, turgid, thin) Colour - adjectives denoting colour or pattern (e.g. white, black, pale, splotchy) Origin - denominal
adjectives denoting source (e.g. Japanese, volcanic, extraterrestrial) Material - denominal adjectives denoting what something is made of (e.g., plastic, metallic, wooden) Qualifier/purpose - final limiter, which sometimes forms part of the (compound) noun (e.g., high chair, northern cabin, passenger car, book cover) This means that, in English,
adjectives pertaining to size precede adjectives pertaining to age ("little old", not "old little"), which in turn generally precede adjectives pertaining to colour ("old white", not "white old"). So, one would say "One (quantity) nice (opinion) little (size) old (age) round (shape) [or round old] white (colour) brick (material) house." When several adjectives of
the same type are used together, they are ordered from general to specific, like "lovely intelligent person” or "old medieval castle".[10] This order may be more rigid in some languages than others; in some, like Spanish, it may only be a default (unmarked) word order, with other orders being permissible. Other languages, such as Tagalog, follow their
adjectival orders as rigidly as English. The normal adjectival order of English may be overridden in certain circumstances, especially when one adjective is being fronted or with ablaut reduplication. For example, the usual order of adjectives in English would result in the phrase "the bad big wolf" (opinion before size), but instead, the usual phrase is
"the big bad wolf". Owing partially to borrowings from French, English has some adjectives that follow the noun as postmodifiers, called postpositive adjectives, as in time immemorial and attorney general. Adjectives may even change meaning depending on whether they precede or follow, as in proper: "They live in a proper town" (a real town, not a
village) vs. "They live in the town proper (in the town itself, not in the suburbs). All adjectives can follow objects or subjects in elliptical constructions, such as "tell me something [that is] new" or "We ate the pizza [that was] cold." Main articles: Comparison (grammar) and Comparative In many languages, some adjectives are comparable and the
measure of comparison is called degree. For example, a person may be "polite", but another person may be "more polite", and a third person may be the "most polite" of the three. The word "more" here modifies the adjective "polite" to indicate a comparison is being made, and "most" modifies the adjective to indicate an absolute comparison (a
superlative). Among languages that allow adjectives to be compared, different means are used to indicate comparison. Some languages do not distinguish between comparative and superlative forms. Other languages allow adjectives to be compared but do not have a special comparative form of the adjective. In such cases, as in some Australian
Aboriginal languages, case-marking, such as the ablative case, may be used to indicate one entity has more of an adjectival quality than (i.e. from—hence ABL) another.[8] In English, many adjectives can be inflected to comparative and superlative forms by taking the suffixes "-er" and "-est" (sometimes requiring additional letters before the suffix; see
forms for far below), respectively: "great", "greater", "greatest" "deep", "deeper", "deepest" Some adjectives are irregular in this sense: "good", "better", "best" "bad", "worse", "worst" "many", "more", "most" (sometimes regarded as an adverb or determiner) "little", "less", "least" Some adjectives can have both regular and irregular variations: "old",
"older", "oldest" "far", "farther", "farthest" also "old", "elder", "eldest" "far", "further", "furthest" Another way to convey comparison is by incorporating the words "more" and "most". There is no simple rule to decide which means is correct for any given adjective, however. The general tendency is for simpler adjectives and those from Anglo-Saxon to
take the suffixes, while longer adjectives and those from French, Latin, or Greek do not—but sometimes the sound of the word is the deciding factor. Many adjectives do not naturally lend themselves to comparison. For example, some English speakers would argue that it does not make sense to say that one thing is "more ultimate" than another, or
that something is "most ultimate", since the word "ultimate" is already absolute in its semantics. Such adjectives are called non-comparable or absolute. Nevertheless, native speakers will frequently play with the raised forms of adjectives of this sort. Although "pregnant" is logically non-comparable (either one is pregnant or not), one may hear a
sentence like "She looks more and more pregnant each day". Comparative and superlative forms are also occasionally used for other purposes than comparison. In English comparatives can be used to suggest that a statement is only tentative or tendential: one might say "John is more the shy-and-retiring type", where the comparative "more" is not
really comparing him with other people or with other impressions of him, but rather, could be substituting for "on the whole" or "more so than not". In Italian, superlatives are frequently used to put strong emphasis on an adjective: bellissimo means "most beautiful", but is in fact more commonly heard in the sense "extremely beautiful". Main article:
Restrictiveness Attributive adjectives and other noun modifiers may be used either restrictively (helping to identify the noun's referent, hence "restricting" its reference) or non-restrictively (helping to describe a noun). For example: "He was a lazy sort, who would avoid a difficult task and fill his working hours with easy ones." Here "difficult" is
restrictive - it tells which tasks he avoids, distinguishing these from the easy ones: "Only those tasks that are difficult". "She had the job of sorting out the mess left by her predecessor, and she performed this difficult task with great acumen." Here difficult is non-restrictive - it is already known which task it was, but the adjective describes it more
fully: "The aforementioned task, which (by the way) is difficult." In some languages, such as Spanish, restrictiveness is consistently marked; for example, in Spanish la tarea dificil means "the difficult task" in the sense of "the task that is difficult" (restrictive), whereas la dificil tarea means "the difficult task" in the sense of "the task, which is difficult"
(non-restrictive). In English, restrictiveness is not marked on adjectives but is marked on relative clauses (the difference between "the man who recognized me was there" and "the man, who recognized me, was there" being one of restrictiveness). Main article: Agreement (linguistics) In some languages, adjectives alter their form to reflect the gender,
case and number of the noun that they describe. This is called agreement or concord. Usually it takes the form of inflections at the end of the word, as in Latin: puella bona (good girl, feminine singular nominative) puellam bonam (good girl, feminine singular accusative/object case) puer bonus (good boy, masculine singular nominative) pueri boni
(good boys, masculine plural nominative) In Celtic languages, however, initial consonant lenition marks the adjective with a feminine singular noun, as in Irish: buachaill maith (good boy, masculine) girseach mhaith (good girl, feminine) Here, a distinction may be made between attributive and predicative usage. In English, adjectives never agree,



whereas in French, they always agree. In German, they agree only when they are used attributively, and in Hungarian, they agree only when they are used predicatively: The good (&) boys. The boys are good (J). Les bons garcons. Les garcons sont bons. Die braven Jungen. Die Jungen sind brav (&). A jé (&) fidk. A fitk jok. This section needs
expansion with: other aspects of adjective semantics. You can help by adding to it. (talk) (August 2022) Semanticist Barbara Partee classifies adjectives semantically as intersective, subsective, or nonsubsective, with nonsubsective adjectives being plain nonsubsective or privative.[15] An adjective is intersective if and only if the extension of its
combination with a noun is equal to the intersection of its extension and that of the noun its modifying. For example, the adjective carnivorous is intersective, given the extension of carnivorous mammal is the intersection of the extensions of carnivorous and mammal (i.e., the set of all mammals who are carnivorous). An adjective is subsective if and
only if the extension of its combination with a noun is a subset of the extension of the noun. For example, the extension of skillful surgeon is a subset of the extension of surgeon, but it is not the intersection of that and the extension of skillful, as that would include (for example) incompetent surgeons who are skilled violinists. All intersective adjectives
are subsective, but the term 'subsective' is sometimes used to refer to only those subsective adjectives which are not intersective. An adjective is privative if and only if the extension of its combination with a noun is disjoint from the extension of the noun. For example, fake is privative because a fake cat is not a cat. A plain nonsubsective adjective is
an adjective that is not subsective or privative. For example, the word possible is this kind of adjective, as the extension of possible murderer overlaps with, but is not included in the extension of murderer (as some, but not all, possible murderers are murderers). Flat adverb List of eponymous adjectives in English Predication (philosophy) Proper
adjective ” In English dictionaries, which typically still do not treat determiners as their own part of speech, determiners are often recognizable by being listed both as adjectives and as pronouns. ~ Trask, R.L. (2013). A Dictionary of Grammatical Terms in Linguistics. Taylor & Francis. p. 188. ISBN 978-1-134-88420-9. ~ adjectivus. Charlton T. Lewis
and Charles Short. A Latin Dictionary on Perseus Project. ™ £mifgtog. Liddell, Henry George; Scott, Robert; A Greek-English Lexicon at the Perseus Project ©~ Mastronarde, Donald J. Introduction to Attic Greek. University of California Press, 2013. p. 60. ~ McMenomy, Bruce A. Syntactical Mechanics: A New Approach to English, Latin, and Greek.
University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. p. 8. ©~ Trask, R.L. (2013). A Dictionary of Grammatical Terms in Linguistics. Taylor & Francis. p. 188. ISBN 978-1-134-88420-9. ™ a b See: "Attributive and predicative adjectives" at Lexico, archived 15 May 2020. ~ a b Bowern, Claire (2013). A grammar of Bardi. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. ISBN 978-3-11-027818-
7. OCLC 848086054. ~ Simpson, Jane (6 December 2012). Warlpiri Morpho-Syntax : a Lexicalist Approach. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands. ISBN 978-94-011-3204-6. OCLC 851384391. ™ a b ¢ Order of adjectives, British Council. ~ R.M.W. Dixon, "Where Have all the Adjectives Gone?" Studies in Language 1, no. 1 (1977): 19-80. ™ Dowling, Tim (13
September 2016). "Order force: the old grammar rule we all obey without realising". The Guardian. ©~ Adjectives: order (from English Grammar Today), in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary online ™ R. Declerck, A Comprehensive Descriptive Grammar of English (1991), p. 350: "When there are several descriptive adjectives, they normally
occur in the following order: characteristic - size - shape - age - colour - [...]" ™ Partee, Barbara (1995). "Lexical semantics and compositionality". In Gleitman, Lila; Liberman, Mark; Osherson, Daniel N. (eds.). An Invitation to Cognitive Science: Language. The MIT Press. doi:10.7551/mitpress/3964.003.0015. ISBN 978-0-262-15044-6. Dixon, R. M. W.
(1977). "Where Have All the Adjectives Gone?". Studies in Language. 1: 19-80. doi:10.1075/sl.1.1.04dix. Dixon, R. M. W. (1993). R. E. Asher (ed.). The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (1st ed.). Pergamon Press Inc. pp. 29-35. ISBN 0-08-035943-4. Dixon, R. M. W. (1999). "Adjectives". In K. Brown & T. Miller (eds.), Concise Encyclopedia of
Grammatical Categories. Amsterdam: Elsevier. ISBN 0-08-043164-X. pp. 1-8. RiefSler, Michael (2016). Adjective Attribution. Language Science Press. ISBN 9783944675657. Warren, Beatrice (1984). Classifying adjectives. Gothenburg studies in English No. 56. Goteborg: Acta Universitatis Gothoburgensis. ISBN 91-7346-133-4. Wierzbicka, Anna
(1986). "What's in a Noun? (Or: How Do Nouns Differ in Meaning from Adjectives?)". Studies in Language. 10 (2): 353-389. doi:10.1075/s1.10.2.05wie. Look up adjective in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Look up predicative adjective in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. List of English collateral adjectives at Wiktionary Retrieved from " noun (1)adjective
(4)View synonyms for adjectiveGrammar., any member of a class of words that modify nouns and pronouns, primarily by describing a particular quality of the word they are modifying, as wise in a wise grandmother, or perfect in a perfect score, or handsome in He is extremely handsome. Other terms, as numbers (one cup; twelve months ), certain
demonstrative pronouns (this magazine; those questions ), and terms that impose limits (each person; no mercy ) can also function adjectivally, as can some nouns that are found chiefly in fixed phrases where they immediately precede the noun they modify, as bottle in bottle cap and bus in bus station.Synonyms: qualifier, modifierpertaining to or
functioning as an adjective; adjectival.the adjective use of a noun.Law., concerning methods of enforcement of legal rights, as pleading and practice (substantive ).(of dye colors) requiring a mordant or the like to render them permanent (substantive ).Archaic., not able to stand alone; dependent.Women were seen by some (by some men, that is) as
adjective creatures, needing to be cared for and protected from the vicissitudes of life./ 'eed3iktiv, ,eed3ik'tarval /a word imputing a characteristic to a noun or pronoun adj. ( as modifier )“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000,
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012additional or dependent(of law) relating to court practice and procedure, as opposed to the principles of law dealt with by the courts Compare substantive“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998,
2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012A part of speech that describes a noun or pronoun. Adjectives are usually placed just before the words they qualify: shy child, blue notebook, rotten apple, four horses, another table. How do we spot an adjective? For one thing, adjectives tell us about the nouns they qualify by answering questions like “what
kind,” “which one,” and “how many”: a serious student; the purple flower; three kisses. But in English there are adjectives and there are adjectives. Those in the second group are more adjectival than the others, in that the qualifications they express can themselves be qualified. The word more is our clue; true adjectives can compare one entity to
another. For adjectives with two or more syllables, the comparative and superlative are formed with more and most ( more captivating; the most enthralling ). Monosyllables, and some disyllables that happen to end in -y, change form, with occasional accommodations in spelling, by adding -er and -est: smart, smarter, smartest; happy, happier,
happiest. There are, of course, irregular members of this group; despite what your average three-year-old says, things go from good to better and best, not to gooder and goodest. But there is a caution; some adjectives have absolute meanings that can make them seem absurd if used comparatively. If a plant is dead, for example, another plant cannot
be more dead. In addition, many true adjectives are gradable. That is, they can be upgraded ( very pretty ), downgraded ( somewhat disorganized ), or intensified ( really tired ). Usually, those that should not be compared, as correct, impossible, and mortal, are also not gradable. A vote, for example, cannot be very unanimous, too unanimous, or not
unanimous enough; it is either unanimous or not. And only in The Wizard of Oz is the Wicked Witch “not only merely dead, she's really most sincerely dead.” That is not to say that there are no exceptions, as can be seen at the expanded usage note for the absolute adjective unique. Pronouns, as your, this, and each, can also function as adjectives. But
it is the noun as modifier, like bottle and bus in bottle cap and bus station, that gives headaches to dictionary compilers. Faced with evidence, they must ask themselves if occasional use as a modifier makes a particular noun worthy of full adjective status. Bottle and bus certainly do not pass comparison or gradation tests; my cap isn’t more bottle than
yours, nor is it very bottle. These nouns are not listed as adjectives in this dictionary. Yet similar nouns, like coffee, kitchen, and summer, are. The number of items they can modify, the number of adjectival senses they have, and the degree to which such senses differ from their noun senses all play a part in the decision. That decision, however is
never final. Meanings expand and evolve. Language changes as we speak.adjectival adjectiveadjectivally adverbadjectively adverbnonadjectively adverbpreadjective adjectiveOrigin of adjectivelFirst recorded in 1350-1400; Middle English, from Late Latin adjectivum, neuter of adjectivus, equivalent to adject(us) “attached, added,” past participle of
ad(j)icere ( ad- “toward” + -jec-, combining form of jac- “to throw” + -tus past participle suffix) + -ivus adjective suffix; ad-, -iveOrigin of adjective1C14: from Late Latin adjectivus attributive, from adjicere to throw to, add, from ad- to + jacere to throw; in grammatical sense, from the Latin phrase nomen adjectivum attributive nounExamples are
provided to illustrate real-world usage of words in context. Any opinions expressed do not reflect the views of Dictionary.com.If you gift your daughter the house — leaving aside the debate over using “gift” as an adjective — your daughter would lose her step-up in basis.On a recent weekday, the country’s leading legal lexicographer was ensconced
among the 4,500 some-odd dictionaries that fill his Dallas home, revising the entry for the adjective “calculated” ahead of Black’s 13th Edition.Read more on Los Angeles TimesBut you walk out underwhelmed, which is not an adjective that generally applies to anything Bruce Springsteen does.“There’s no more adjectives you can use to describe
him.”Read more on Los Angeles Times“There’s not enough adjectives, superlatives—whatever you want to say,” Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman said.Read more on The Wall Street Journaladjectivaladjective clauseBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow
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