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The	highly	anticipated	Question	and	Answer	segment	of	Miss	Universe	2024	marked	a	pivotal	moment	in	the	competition,	pushing	the	Top	5	finalists	to	their	most	challenging	test	yet.	The	first	round	of	questions	prompted	the	participants	—	Denmark’s	Victoria	Kjær	Theilvig,	Nigeria’s	Chidimma	Adetshina,	Mexico’s	Maria	Fernanda	Beltran,
Thailand’s	Opal	Suchata	Chuangsri,	and	Venezuela’s	Ileana	Marquez	Pedroza	—	to	reflect	on	topics	like	cyberbullying,	empowerment,	and	leadership	qualities.	The	second	phase	of	the	segment	invited	the	delegates	to	address	the	question,	“Miss	Universe	has	inspired	generations	of	women.	What	do	you	want	to	say	to	those	watching	you	now?”
Victoria’s	response	to	this	final	query	secured	her	the	crown,	marking	a	historic	milestone	for	Denmark.	Here’s	a	summary	of	their	responses:	A	post	shared	by	Miss	Universe	(@missuniverse)	QUESTION:	How	would	you	live	your	life	differently	if	you	knew	nobody	would	judge	you?	ANSWER:	I	wouldn’t	alter	a	single	aspect	of	my	lifestyle.	We	grow
from	our	mistakes,	learn	daily,	and	carry	those	lessons	forward.	That’s	why	I	embrace	each	day	with	positivity,	and	I’ll	never	change	a	thing.	Article	continues	after	this	advertisement	FINAL	QUESTION:	Miss	Universe	has	inspired	generations	of	women.	What	do	you	want	to	say	to	the	ones	watching	you	now?	ANSWER:	My	message	to	the	global
audience	is:	regardless	of	your	origins	or	past,	you	can	transform	challenges	into	strengths.	Your	background	doesn’t	define	you.	Keep	fighting,	believe	in	yourself,	and	chase	your	dreams.	That’s	exactly	what	I’m	doing	tonight.	Article	continues	after	this	advertisement	1st	runner-up	Chidimma	Adetshina	of	Nigeria	Miss	Universe	2024	1st	runner	up	–
Nigeria’s	Chidimma	Adetshina	QUESTION:	What	is	more	important:	being	liked	or	being	respected,	and	why?	ANSWER:	Respect	holds	greater	value.	In	a	world	where	many	feel	undervalued,	self-respect	is	the	foundation	for	respecting	others.	Respect	is	truly	essential.	FINAL	QUESTION:	Miss	Universe	has	inspired	generations	of	women.	What	do
you	want	to	say	to	the	ones	watching	you	now?	ANSWER:	As	a	woman	who	has	overcome	obstacles,	I	carry	a	powerful	narrative.	I	stand	not	just	as	Chidimma	Adetshina,	but	as	a	symbol	of	hope	and	faith.	My	journey,	marked	by	resilience,	is	a	testament	to	fighting	for	myself	and	for	Africa.	2nd	runner-up	Maria	Fernanda	Beltran	of	Mexico	Miss
Universe	2024	2nd	runner	up	–	Mexico’s	Maria	Fernanda	Beltran	QUESTION:	When	something	bad	is	happening	in	your	life,	what	gives	you	power	to	keep	going?	ANSWER:	My	mother’s	battle	with	cancer	fuels	my	strength.	I’m	here	to	honor	her	resilience,	perseverance,	and	discipline.	I	urge	you	to	build	your	dreams	and	embrace	the	power	of	being
a	strong	woman,	as	Diana	de	Gales	once	said.	I	aim	to	be	the	queen	of	the	people’s	hearts.	FINAL	QUESTION:	Miss	2024	2nd	runner	up	–	Mexico’s	Maria	Fernanda	Beltran	QUESTION:	When	something	bad	is	happening	in	your	life,	what	gives	you	power	to	keep	going?	ANSWER:	My	mother’s	fight	against	cancer	is	the	driving	force	behind	my
strength.	I’m	here	to	honor	her	resilience,	perseverance,	and	discipline.	I	encourage	you	to	build	your	dreams	and	embrace	the	power	of	being	a	strong	woman,	as	Diana	de	Gales	once	said.	I	aim	to	be	the	queen	of	the	people’s	hearts.	FINAL	QUESTION:	Miss	Universe	has	inspired	generations	of	women.	What	do	you	want	to	say	to	the	ones	watching
you	now?	ANSWER:	As	my	social	project	emphasizes,	reject	cyberbullying	and	harassment.	We	face	a	critical	issue	caused	by	social	media,	and	my	message	is	to	fight,	control,	and	adapt	to	this	new	reality	with	emotional	intelligence.	We	must	master	our	emotions	to	deliver	this	message	fearlessly.	3rd	Ileana	Marquez	Pedroza,	the	4th	runner-up	from
Venezuela,	described	her	ideal	woman	of	today	as	someone	who	embodies	respect,	love,	and	union.	She	shared	that	it's	not	just	about	being	a	Miss	Universe	representative	but	about	every	single	woman	earning	respect,	love,	and	visibility	to	be	here	tonight.	The	top	five	contestants	competing	for	the	Miss	Universe	Philippines	2024	title	expressed
their	views	during	the	coronation	night	on	Wednesday,	May	22,	at	the	Mall	of	Asia	Arena	in	Pasay	City.	In	the	pageant’s	Q&A	segment,	each	of	the	top	five	candidates	selected	a	question	from	an	acrylic	box	and	were	allotted	30	seconds	to	respond.	One	contestant	shared	that	her	grandmother	taught	her	the	importance	of	being	kind	and	that	she
looks	up	to	her	as	an	embodiment	of	what	a	great	woman	is.	Another	described	her	breakthrough	achievement	as	participating	in	the	Miss	Universe	Philippines	pageant,	which	led	to	her	transformation	and	improvement	as	a	person.	A	third	contestant	mentioned	that	she	faces	challenges	as	a	woman	of	color	but	uses	her	beauty	and	confidence	to
empower	others.	She	hopes	to	inspire	every	Filipina	by	being	a	limitless	example.	Opal	Suchata	Chuangsri,	the	3rd	runner-up	from	Thailand,	emphasized	the	importance	of	empathy	in	leadership.	She	believes	that	empathy	is	essential	for	caring	about	people's	well-being	and	uniting	them.	She	also	shared	her	message	to	inspire	generations	of	women:
always	believe	and	have	hope,	as	their	power	and	spirits	will	shine	as	long	as	they	believe	in	themselves.	Finally,	Ileana	Marquez	Pedroza	from	Venezuela	concluded	the	Q&A	segment	by	saying	that	the	Miss	Universe	crown	tonight	goes	not	only	to	the	representative	but	to	every	single	woman	who	has	earned	respect,	love,	and	visibility.
===================================	I	firmly	believe	that	our	intrinsic	values	are	the	driving	force	behind	the	impact	we	have	on	the	world.	As	a	transformational	woman,	I've	had	the	privilege	of	being	surrounded	by	like-minded	individuals	who	share	my	vision.	We	collectively	strive	to	embody	the	qualities	that	make	us	strong
and	resilient	women.	Question:	What's	the	biggest	hurdle	you	face	as	a	Filipino	woman,	and	how	do	you	overcome	it?	I	think	one	of	the	most	significant	challenges	we,	as	Filipino	women,	face	today	is	still	being	perceived	as	being	"less	than"	by	society.	Unfortunately,	men	hold	an	unfair	amount	of	power	in	our	communities,	but	I	believe	that	my
presence	here	tonight	serves	as	a	beacon	of	hope	for	other	women	to	rise	above	their	circumstances.	Through	my	platform	and	this	moment,	I	want	to	empower	you	–	just	like	I'm	doing	now	–	to	stand	up	for	yourself,	be	strong,	and	own	your	destiny.	We	can	break	free	from	the	shackles	of	societal	expectations	and	forge	our	own	paths,	just	as	I	plan	to
do	tonight.	During	the	Miss	Universe	coronation,	the	top	five	finalists	were	given	a	chance	to	showcase	their	thoughts	on	various	questions.	When	asked	what	they'd	like	to	say	to	the	audience	watching	them	now,	each	contestant	shared	a	unique	message	that	resonated	deeply	with	me.	Miss	Nigeria	Chidimma	Adetshina	emphasized	the	importance	of
respecting	oneself	and	others	in	order	to	create	a	more	harmonious	society.	She	believes	that	when	we	respect	our	own	identities,	we	can	inspire	positive	change	in	those	around	us.	For	Miss	Mexico	Maria	Fernanda	Beltran,	it's	her	mother's	courageous	battle	with	cancer	that	gives	her	the	strength	to	keep	going.	Her	message	is	one	of	hope	and
resilience,	encouraging	everyone	to	pursue	their	dreams	and	never	give	up.	Miss	Denmark	Victoria	Kjaer	Theilvig	took	a	different	approach,	choosing	not	to	change	her	ways	even	if	she	knew	nobody	would	judge	her.	She	believes	that	learning	from	our	mistakes	and	staying	positive	are	key	to	living	a	fulfilling	life.	Lastly,	Miss	Thailand	Opal	Suchata
Chuangsr	shared	the	qualities	that	make	us	strong	–	courage,	determination,	and	the	ability	to	adapt	in	the	face	of	adversity.	===================================	Someone	has	to	be	a	truly	successful	leader,	and	for	me,	one	of	the	key	qualities	that	a	leader	should	possess	is	empathy.	Empathy	is	crucial	in	caring	about	people	and
their	well-being,	regardless	of	their	background	or	education.	It's	not	just	limited	to	leaders;	everyone	needs	to	have	empathy	towards	each	other	to	unite.	Miss	Universe	has	inspired	generations	of	women,	and	I'd	like	to	share	a	message	with	the	ones	watching	her	now	-	always	believe	and	maintain	hope.	As	I	work	on	my	project	Opal	for	Her,	which
focuses	on	cancer	patients	and	doctors,	I've	seen	firsthand	how	hard	it	is	to	overcome	this	disease.	However,	what's	inspiring	is	that	everyone	has	hope	and	believes	that	tomorrow	will	be	a	better	day.	As	long	as	you	believe	in	your	power	and	have	hope,	your	spirits	and	power	will	shine.	Miss	Venezuela	Ileana	Marquez	Pedroza	describes	her	ideal
woman	of	today,	and	it's	someone	who	values	respect,	love,	and	union.	She	shares	her	experiences	with	127	women	from	around	the	world,	leaving	differences	aside	to	send	a	message	of	unity.	The	Miss	Universe	crown	doesn't	just	go	to	the	representative	tonight	but	to	every	single	woman	who	has	earned	respect	and	visibility,	inspiring	others	to	be
here	tonight.	The	Philippines'	Chelsea	Manalo	may	not	have	made	it	to	the	Top	12,	but	her	country	remains	hopeful	for	its	fifth	Miss	Universe	crown,	following	in	the	footsteps	of	previous	titleholders.	Miss	South	Africa	Demi-Leigh	Nel-Peters	was	crowned	Miss	Universe	2017,	ending	a	39-year	drought	for	her	country.	Her	winning	answer	highlighted
the	importance	of	confidence	and	overcoming	fears	to	help	others.The	journey	to	becoming	Miss	Universe	Philippines	2024	has	been	a	transformative	one	for	Cainta,	as	she	shares	her	experience	with	being	a	strong	and	inspirational	woman.	================================___	Cainta	recalls	being	told	that	she	was	too	short	to	join
a	beauty	pageant,	but	she	has	come	to	realize	that	pageants	represent	the	nation	and	provide	a	platform	for	women	to	inspire	others.	She	hopes	to	inspire	every	Filipina	to	believe	in	their	own	potential	and	limitations,	just	like	she	did.	In	contrast,	Bulacan	shares	her	struggles	as	a	woman	of	color,	who	has	faced	challenges	due	to	societal	expectations
on	beauty.	However,	she	believes	that	inner	strength	and	self-empowerment	are	the	keys	to	overcoming	these	obstacles.	Taguig	emphasizes	the	importance	of	women	standing	up	for	themselves	and	owning	their	own	destiny,	despite	facing	limitations	imposed	by	society.	Her	platform	aims	to	empower	women	to	be	strong,	powerful,	and	confident	in
their	abilities.	The	top	five	candidates	also	participated	in	a	question-and-answer	session,	where	they	showcased	their	wit	and	charisma.	Their	responses	highlighted	their	unique	personalities	and	platforms,	as	they	shared	their	thoughts	on	various	topics.	Overall,	the	Miss	Universe	Philippines	2024	pageant	has	been	an	opportunity	for	these	women	to
inspire	and	empower	others,	while	sharing	their	personal	stories	and	experiences.Being	respected	is	more	important	than	being	liked	because	it	gives	us	confidence	and	power	to	be	our	true	selves.	My	mom's	fight	against	cancer	has	taught	me	the	importance	of	respect	and	how	it	can	motivate	others.	If	I	knew	nobody	would	judge	me,	I	wouldn't
change	who	I	am.	A	leader	should	have	empathy	to	care	about	their	people	and	understand	their	struggles.	Empathy	is	key	to	being	a	successful	leader	and	making	a	positive	impact	on	society.	My	ideal	woman	is	someone	who	values	respect,	love,	and	unity	among	all	people.	The	Miss	Universe	pageant	represents	a	message	of	hope	and
empowerment	for	women	around	the	world.	The	winners'	messages	emphasize	the	importance	of	believing	in	oneself,	overcoming	adversity,	and	using	emotional	intelligence	to	make	a	difference.
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