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Love,	Theoretically	es	una	novela	romántica	que	le	sigue	los	pasos	al	debut	de	Ali	Hazelwood,	La	hipótesis	del	amor.	Compuesta	por	algunos	desapercibidos	clichés,	un	personaje	con	personalidad	múltiple	y	todos	los	dramas	que	se	puedan	dar	entre	científicos	nerds.	Resumen	Durante	el	día	Elsie	Hannaway	es	profesora	adjunta,	trabaja	arduamente
en	laboratorios	de	clasificación	y	enseña	termodinámica	con	la	esperanza	de	conseguir	un	puesto	permanente.	Mientras	que	en	otras	ocasiones	Elsie	compensa	su	sueldo	inexistente	ofreciendo	sus	servicios	como	una	novia	falsa,	aprovechando	sus	habilidades	para	complacer	a	la	gente,	perfeccionadas	por	expertos,	para	encarnar	cualquier	versión	de
sí	misma	que	el	cliente	necesite.	Todo	va	bien	en	su	pequeño	universo	hasta	que	su	mundo	se	ve	amenazado	por	Jack	Smith.	El	irritantemente	atractivo	y	melancólico	hermano	mayor	de	su	cliente	favorito,	resulta	ser	el	físico	experimental	despiadado	que	arruinó	la	carrera	de	su	mentor	y	minó	la	reputación	de	los	teóricos	de	todo	el	mundo.	Y	el
mismo	Jack	que	ahora	forma	parte	del	comité	de	contratación	del	MIT,	justo	entre	Elsie	y	el	trabajo	de	sus	sueños.	Elsie	está	preparada	para	una	guerra	total	de	sabotaje	académico	pero…	¿esas	miradas	largas	y	penetrantes?	¿No	tener	que	ser	nada	más	que	ella	misma	cuando	está	con	él?	¿Caer	en	la	órbita	de	un	experimentalista	finalmente	la
tentará	a	poner	en	práctica	sus	teorías	más	cautelosas	sobre	el	amor?	Impresiones	Love,	Theoretically	o	La	teoría	del	amor,	como	lo	han	traducido	al	español,	es	el	tercer	libro	de	Ali	Hazelwood.	Publicada	en	junio	de	2023,	esta	novela	le	sigue	los	pasos	a	los	trabajos	anteriores	de	la	autora.	Y	con	esto	quiero	decir,	que	son	prácticamente	iguales.
Empezamos	fuerte	y	es	que	la	verdad,	no	me	apetece	darle	muchas	vueltas.	La	teoría	del	amor	es	una	novela	narrada	en	primera	persona	por	Elsie,	la	protagonista.	Al	igual	que	La	hipótesis	del	amor,	está	ambientada	en	el	área	de	ciencias,	en	este	caso,	Elsie	es	una	física	teórica.	Las	mujeres	en	STEM	es	un	tema	recurrente	en	esta	autora,	esto	no	es
noticia.	Sin	embargo,	sus	historias	guardan	tantas	similitudes	que	es	difícil	no	pensar	que	es	lo	mismo.	Por	un	lado,	tenemos	al	personaje	principal	masculino	Jack	Smith,	un	físico	experimental,	un	poco	controversial	por	un	artículo	que	escribió	estando	muy	joven.	Al	igual	que	Adam,	es	un	hombre	respetado	dentro	de	su	área	laboral	y	todos	le	temen	y
lo	quieren	por	igual.	Jack	cae	rendido	ante	Elsie	casi	que	de	inmediato,	aunque	esto	no	lo	conocemos	hasta	mucho	después.	Jack	Smith	Y	Elsie,	nuestra	querida	niña…	a	ella	si	le	puedo	hacer	unos	guiños,	puesto	que	gracias	a	su	personalidad	cambiante,	es	lo	que,	en	parte,	le	da	vida	a	la	historia.	Es	diferente	de	Olive,	quien	era	más	inocente,	no
obstante,	siguen	siendo	buenos	ejemplos	de	estas	mujeres	que	se	encuentran	en	estas	áreas	de	ciencias,	tecnología,	ingeniería	y	matemáticas.	Elsie	Hannaway	Ahora	bien,	la	trama	es	prácticamente	la	misma:	se	conocen,	no	se	caen	tan	bien,	se	soportan,	se	enamoran,	tienen	un	pleito	y	terminan	felices.	Los	clichés	están,	aunque	quizá	un	poco	más
sutiles.	El	slow	burn	es	interesante	y	Jack	tiene	una	manera	muy	particular	de	hacer	las	cosas,	me	agradó	más	que	Elsie.	A	pesar	de	que	su	actitud	de	who	hurt	you	y	“yo	solo	quiero	cuidarte”,	me	molestó	un	poco,	porque	ya	no	estamos	en	wattpad	2010,	cuando	esto	era	bonito.	Aunque	muy	luego	explicaron	el	por	qué	de	esto	y	pues,	bueno,	puedo
tolerarlo.	Admito	que	la	historia	tuvo	buenos	momentos,	me	reí	un	poquito	y	me	la	pasé	bien	leyendo,	a	pesar	de	que	lo	hice	en	su	versión	original,	en	inglés.	Cada	vez	más	me	voy	adaptando	a	leer	en	este	idioma,	aunque	si	que	se	me	hizo	difícil	cuando	hablaban	sobre	física	y	así,	pero	no	fue	nada	que	afectara	la	trama.	Conclusiones	Pensé	que	me
agradaría	tanto	como	lo	hizo	La	hipótesis	del	amor,	pero	la	verdad,	siento	que	leí	lo	mismo	con	personajes	diferentes.	Eso	sí,	me	encantó	el	pequeño	cameo	de	Adam	y	Olive.	Fue	un	gran	guiño	y	una	noticia	preciosa	saber	cómo	van	las	cosas	con	ellos,	lo	cual	le	agradezco	a	la	autora	en	sobremanera.		En	lo	que	a	mi	concierne,	La	teoría	del	amor	es	una
novela	romántica,	con	muchos	clichés	guardados,	bastantes	similitudes	con	los	trabajos	anteriores	de	la	autora,	pero	con	gran	valor	y	peso	hacia	las	mujeres	en	STEM.				Bueno,	me	ha	costado,	pero	a	La	teoría	del	amor	terminé	por	calificarlo	con	4	estrellas	de	5.	Para	ser	honesta,	3.5	es	lo	que	mejor	le	queda,	sin	embargo,	como	bien	ya	saben,	esto	no
es	una	opción	en	Goodreads,	pero	de	igual	manera.	No	fue	una	de	mis	lecturas	favoritas	del	año	y	puede	que	no	vuelva	a	leer	a	la	autora.	Imagen	no	disponible	paraColor:	Para	ver	este	video	descarga	Flash	Player	Sinopsis:	Las	múltiples	vidas	de	la	física	teórica	Elsie	Hannaway	han	acabado	atrapándola.	De	día	es	profesora	adjunta.	Se	afana	en
corregir	exámenes	y	enseñar	termodinámica	con	la	esperanza	de,	algún	día,	conseguir	la	titularidad.	De	noche,	complementa	su	inexistente	sueldo	ofreciendo	el	servicio	de	ser	una	novia	falsa,	lo	cual	lleva	a	cabo	con	éxito	gracias	a	sus	habilidades	para	caerle	bien	a	la	gente	y	encarnar	cualquier	versión	de	sí	misma	que	necesite	el	cliente.	Lo	cierto	es
que	es	un	trabajo	estupendo…	hasta	que	el	Elsie-verso	que	tanto	le	ha	costado	construir	se	viene	abajo.	Jack	Smith,	el	hermano	arrogante	e	irritantemente	atractivo	de	su	cliente	favorito,	resulta	ser	el	físico	experimentalista	sin	corazón	que	arruinó	la	carrera	de	su	mentor	y	minó	la	reputación	de	los	teóricos	a	nivel	mundial.	Y	ese	mismo	Jack	Smith,
que	es	quien	dirige	el	departamento	de	Física	del	MIT,	se	interpone	ahora	entre	Elsie	y	el	trabajo	de	sus	sueños.	Ella	está	dispuesta	a	poner	en	marcha	una	guerra	de	sabotaje	académico,	pero…	¿qué	son	esas	miradas	tan	largas	y	penetrantes?	¿Cómo	es	que,	cuando	está	con	él,	no	tiene	que	ser	una	versión	diferente	de	sí	misma?	¿Caer	en	la	órbita	de
un	experimentalista	conseguirá	que,	por	fin,	ponga	en	práctica	todas	sus	teorías	sobre	el	amor?	Reseña:	Ya	extrañaba	a	Ali	Hazelwood	y	he	vuelto	a	las	andadas.	No	penséis	que	tengo	un	reto	para	leerme	todos	sus	libros	en	menos	de	lo	que	tardamos	en	dar	una	vuelta	al	sol…	que…	si	fuera	así,	parece	que	lo	voy	a	conseguir…	jejejeje.	La	cosa	es	que
necesitaba	una	lectura	sencillita,	y	por	eso	elegí	este	libro.	Debo	decir	que	ha	sido	el	más	flojito	de	los	que	me	he	leído	hasta	ahora	de	la	autora.	Y	como	tengo	una	obsesión	enfermiza	por	las	listas,	aquí	va	la	mía	con	el	ranking:	Novia	La	química	del	amor	La	hipótesis	del	amor	La	teoría	del	amor	¡Eh!	Qué	sea	el	más	flojito	no	quiere	decir	que	sea	malo,
realmente	es	entretenido,	lo	devoras	en	un	suspiro	y	te	evades	de	todo	por	un	rato.	Eso	sí…	no	esperes	un	Quijote.	Pero	vaya,	cumple	la	función	de	una	buena	novela	romántica.	Al	lío,	en	este	libro	conocemos	a	Elsie	y	a	Jack,	y…	of	course	están	metidos	en	el	mundo	académico	como	sucede	en	todos	los	libros	de	Ali	(bueno,	menos	en	«Novia«).	Ella	es
física	teórica	(como	Einsten	o	Stephen	Hawking)	y	el	físico	experimentalista	(no	conozco	a	ningún	físico	experimentalista	así	que	no	hay	ejemplos…	jejeje).	Ambos	viven	en	Boston	y	son	polos	opuestos,	rivales	incluso.	Se	conocen	porque	ella	es	la	novia	falsa	del	hermano	de	él…	En	fin,	ahí	está	la	trama.	Te	odio	y	encima	te	tengo	que	aguantar	en	la
cena	de	Navidad…	Elsie	como	personaje	está	muy	bien,	es	muy	real,	siempre	intentando	agradar	y	complacer	a	los	demás.	Y	muchos	dirán	que	no,	pero	por	desgracia	así	es	como	nos	ha	querido	ver	la	sociedad	desde	hace	milenios;	sumisas,	simpáticas,	comprensivas,	sin	opinión…	Pero	bueno,	eso	es	otra	lucha	que	aquí	no	toca.	La	cuestión	es	que	es
real	porque	no	es	perfecta.	Y	Jack	es	como	un	gurú	emocional,	enseña	a	Elsie	a	valorarse,	a	priorizarse,	a	ser	sincera…	La	tiene	en	un	pedestal.	Y	yo	me	pregunto…	¿Existen	hombres	así?	Supongo	que	sí,	pero	solo	el	mío	y	los	protagonistas	de	novelas	románticas	jejejeje.	Soy	una	afortunada.	La	cuestión	es	que	eso	es	lo	único	real	que	veo	en	este	libro,
la	protagonista.	Las	situaciones,	la	trama,	la	historia	de	amor…	lo	he	notado	todo	bastante	forzado.	Además,	no	esperaba	sorpresas	en	ningún	momento,	desde	la	mitad	del	libro	ya	sabía	como	iba	a	terminar	la	historia.	A	ver,	ya	sé	como	terminan	la	mayoría	de	los	libros	de	este	género,	pero	en	este	se	hace	aún	más	evidente.	En	resumen,	es	sencillito,
ameno	y	entretenido,	pero	no	brilla	por	la	trama,	ni	por	la	narración,	ni	por	nada	en	realidad…	La	historia	empieza	bien,	pero	después	flojea	un	poquito…	Además,	es	todo	bastante	forzado	y	predecible.	Vaya,	léetelo,	tal	vez	a	ti	te	apasiona,	pero	yo	antes	te	recomendaría	cualquier	otro	de	Ali	Hazelwood.	P.D.:	Te	invito	a	buscar	el	significado	de	La
ecuación	de	Dirac.	Si	eres	una	romántica	te	encantará.	P.D.:	Hay	algunos	capítulos	excesivamente	largos…	P.D.:	Aparecen	Olive	y	Adam,	de	«La	hipótesis	del	amor«.	Valoración	total:	Spicy:	Amor:	PUNTUACIÓNNarración4Lenguaje4Trama3Ambiente3Personajes4Edición4Aprendizaje3
EMOCIONESAlegríaSíTristezaSíFrustraciónNoAburrimientoNoMiedoNoSorpresaNoCuriosidadNo	Personaje	favorito:	Cece	Frase	favorita:	Las	relaciones	son	como	los	culos.	Cada	uno	tiene	el	suyo	y	no	hay	que	meterse	en	el	de	los	demás.	Palabras	nuevas	en	mi	diccionario:	ignominia,	escorbuto,	excelsas,	nepotista,	acritud,	cimitarras,	cuásares,
omnisciente,	ferralla,	vacua,	impedancia,	letanía,	auspicia.	LO	MEJOREl	inicio	de	la	novela.	Promete.	LO	PEOREl	final	de	la	novela.	Hace	aguas	por	todos	lados.	Debes	leerlo	si…	te	gusta	Ali	Hazelwood	y	eres	una	romántica	Advertencias	(Trigger	Warnings):	Clichés:	Viaje	de	autodescubrimiento	Relación	falsa	Identidad	secreta	De	rivales	a	amantes	La
vida	de	Elsie,	la	física	teórica,	no	es	fácil,	aun	cuando	tiene	un	doctorado	y	una	investigación	publicada	que	le	dio	como	recompensa	un	premio	Forbes	STEM.	Todo	parece	un	caos	en	su	vida:	el	departamento	barato	donde	vive,	y	que	comparte	con	su	amiga	Cece,	su	diabetes,	las	clases	como	docente	de	apoyo	y	los	monto​nes	de	tareas	que	calificar.
Esas	adversidades	cotidianas	la	empujan	a	seguir	aceptando	el	empleo	extra	de	“noviafalsa”,	en	el	que	tiene	que	mutar	de	personalidad	como	parte	de	sus	funciones	y	porque	eso	le	asegura	un	dinero	para	completar	el	mes.El	sueño	de	Elsie	de	convertirse	en	profesora	titular	parece	materializarse	cuando	le	ofrecen	una	plaza	en	el	MIT.	A	partir	de
aquí,	la	vida	de	Elsie	dará	un	giro	interesante	que	mezclará	amor,	desilusión,	pasión,	furia	y	sabotaje	académico.Elsie	combatirá	en	una	lucha	entre	su	física	teórica	y	la	física	experimental	del	arrogante	y	atractivo	Jack	Smith,	director	del	departamento	de	física	y	hermano	de	una	de	sus	citas	falsas.	¿Qué	es	lo	que	resultará	de	esa	lucha?	¿Acaso	una
nueva	teoría	que	vaya	más	allá	de	lo	estrictamente	académico?	En	esta	fantástica	comedia	romántica	de	la	autora	de	La	hipótesis	del	amor	y	La	química	del	amor,	que	han	causado	furor	en	TikTok,	dos	físicos	rivales	chocan	en	una	vorágine	de	disputas	académicas	y	relaciones	falsas.	Las	múltiples	vidas	de	la	física	teórica	Elsie	Hannaway	han	acabado
atrapándola.	De	día	es	profesora	adjunta.	Se	afana	en	corregir	exámenes	y	enseñar	termodinámica	con	la	esperanza	de,	algún	día,	conseguir	la	titularidad.	De	noche,	complementa	su	inexistente	sueldo	ofreciendo	el	servicio	de	ser	una	novia	falsa,	lo	cual	lleva	a	cabo	con	éxito	gracias	a	sus	habilidades	para	caerle	bien	a	la	gente	y	encarnar	cualquier
versión	de	sí	misma	que	necesite	el	cliente.	Lo	cierto	es	que	es	un	trabajo	estupendo...	hasta	que	el	Elsie-verso	que	tanto	le	ha	costado	construir	se	viene	abajo.	Jack	Smith,	el	hermano	arrogante	e	irritantemente	atractivo	de	su	cliente	favorito,	resulta	ser	el	físico	experimentalista	sin	corazón	que	arruinó	la	carrera	de	su	mentor	y	minó	la	reputación	de
los	teóricos	a	nivel	mundial.	Y	ese	mismo	Jack	Smith,	que	es	quien	dirige	el	departamento	de	Física	del	MIT,	se	interpone	ahora	entre	Elsie	y	el	trabajo	de	sus	sueños.	Ella	está	dispuesta	a	poner	en	marcha	una	guerra	de	sabotaje	académico,	pero...	¿qué	son	esas	miradas	tan	largas	y	penetrantes?	¿Cómo	es	que,	cuando	está	con	él,	no	tiene	que	ser
una	versión	diferente	de	sí	misma?	¿Caer	en	la	órbita	de	un	experimentalista	conseguirá	que,	por	fin,	ponga	en	práctica	todas	sus	teorías	sobre	el	amor?	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsNominee	for	Readers'	Favorite	Romance	(2023)En	esta	fantástica	comedia	romántica	de	la	autora	de	La	hipótesis	del	amor	y	La	química	del	amor	,	que	han	causado	furor
en	TikTok,	dos	físicos	rivales	chocan	en	una	vorágine	de	disputas	académicas	y	relaciones	falsas.	Las	múltiples	vidas	de	la	física	teórica	Elsie	Hannaway	han	acabado	atrapándola.	De	día	es	profesora	adjunta.	Se	afana	en	corregir	exámenes	y	enseñar	termodinámica	con	la	esperanza	de,	algún	día,	conseguir	la	titularidad.	De	noche,	complementa	su
inexistente	sueldo	ofreciendo	el	servicio	de	ser	una	novia	falsa,	lo	cual	lleva	a	cabo	con	éxito	gracias	a	sus	habilidades	para	caerle	bien	a	la	gente	y	encarnar	cualquier	versión	de	sí	misma	que	necesite	el	cliente.	Lo	cierto	es	que	es	un	trabajo	estupendo...	hasta	que	el	Elsie-verso	que	tanto	le	ha	costado	construir	se	viene	abajo.	Jack	Smith,	el	hermano
arrogante	e	irritantemente	atractivo	de	su	cliente	favorito,	resulta	ser	el	físico	experimentalista	sin	corazón	que	arruinó	la	carrera	de	su	mentor	y	minó	la	reputación	de	los	teóricos	a	nivel	mundial.	Y	ese	mismo	Jack	Smith,	que	es	quien	dirige	el	departamento	de	Física	del	MIT,	se	interpone	ahora	entre	Elsie	y	el	trabajo	de	sus	sueños.	Ella	está
dispuesta	a	poner	en	marcha	una	guerra	de	sabotaje	académico,	pero...	¿qué	son	esas	miradas	tan	largas	y	penetrantes?	¿Cómo	es	que,	cuando	está	con	él,	no	tiene	que	ser	una	versión	diferente	de	sí	misma?	¿Caer	en	la	órbita	de	un	experimentalista	conseguirá	que,	por	fin,	ponga	en	práctica	todas	sus	teorías	sobre	el	amor?	14398	people	are
currently	reading582573	people	want	to	readI'm	Ali,	and	I	write	contemporary	romcom	novels	about	women	in	STEM	and	academia.	I	love	cats,	Nutella,	and	side	ponytails.	I'm	also	currently	learning	to	crochet,	so	as	you	can	tell	I'm	a	super	busy	gal	with	an	intense	and	exciting	life!I	only	use	Goodreads	as	a	reader,	to	review	and	hype	books	that	I've
loved	(many	of	these	book	are	ARCs	received	from	fellow	authors).Displaying	1	-	30	of	76,159	reviewsJune	21,	2023edit:	the	word	'big'	in	relation	to	jack	was	mentioned	12	times	which	is	11	times	too	oftenBefore	I	even	think	about	starting	this	review	I	need	you	to	know	two	words:	lesbians	and	STEMDo	I	have	your	attention	now?	I	should	hope	so
because	those	two	words	are	going	to	blow	your	fucking	mind.	i	need	you	all	to	know	and	advocate	for	George	and	Dora	to	get	thier	own	romance	book	written	by	Ali	herself,	they	are	the	most	iconic	people	ever.	George	(Georgina)	is	a	awesome	physics	women	in	stem	and	Dora	makes	souvolaki,	people	who	know	how	to	make	suvolaki	are	next	level
cool.	Nothing	can	change	my	mind.	AND	George	is	friends	with	Bee	from	Love	on	the	Brain,	HELLO	Bee	and	Levi	cameo.	We	can	have	a	STEM	Cinematic	Universe	where	the	character	are	all	friends	in	some	way.	That	would	be	epic.	But	im	getting	carried	away.	We	need	to	advocate	for	a	queer	queens	to	get	there	lesbian	women	in	stem	romance.	I
NEED	THIS	IN	MY	LIFE	no	you	dont	understand	its	not	a	want,	but	a	needSo,	with	that	out	of	the	way	onto	what	you	are	actually	here	for,	my	thoughts	on	the	books.	And	imma	tell	you	right	now	that	they	are	messy.	Like	toddler	painting	kinda	messy.	So	grab	your	popcorn,	take	a	seat	in	front	of	the	fire	and	let's	get	ready	to	RUMBLLEEEE*at	this
point	imagine	two	boxers	in	a	fighting	ring,	both	representing	my	differing	opinions*Okay	so	first	lets	not	start	with	the	positive	because	pshhh	that	soooo	boring	so	lets	start	with	what	I	found	similar	to	the	other	two	books	which	is	an	overarching	theme	in	the	Ali	Hazelwood	Cinematic	Universe.	Honestly,	it's	not	as	similar	as	i	thought	it	would	be
(referancing	my	previous	review	down	bellow)	but	with	that	said	there	were	still	a	heap	ton	of	tropes	and	similarities	to	her	other	books.Lets	have	a	chat	about	aroace	chat	and	the	spectrum	hmn.	I	have	noticed	ali	includes	this	in	almost	all	of	her	novels.	It	was	included	in	The	Love	Hypothesis	and	god	forbid	we	mention	that	sex	scene	in	Under	One
Roof	it	still	remains	with	me	no	matter	how	much	i	try	to	purge	it	from	my	brain.	And	now	im	this	book,	now	i	am	no	expert	when	it	comes	to	aroace	rep	but	i	feel	like	she	always	goes	with	the:	‘ive	never	wanted	to	have	sex	i	dont	know	whats	wrong	with	me’	line	and	that	is	so	wrong.	Now,	there	is	one	word	that	i	cannot	get	behind	and	that	is	the	use
of	the	word	“Daddy”	I	hate	it	so	much.	And	i	sould	not	be	reading	the	word	‘daddy’	in	a	science	romance	book!	It	is	simply	unnacpetable	and	I	will	not	stand	for	it.	It	was	used	in	Love	on	the	Brain	and	now	this	book.	It	will	stop	with	this	book.	You	hear	me	Ali	Hazelwood?From	me	to	you,	we	can	both	agree	that	miscommunication	and	down	to	earth
stupidity	is	something	we	both	wholeheartedly	hate	right?	Yes	well,	funny	you	should	agree	because	in	this	book	and	in	Love	on	the	Brain	the	male	love	interest	very	patently	tells	them:	“I	DO	NOT	hate	you	I	AM	NOT	WHO	I	WAS	ALL	THOSE	YEARS	AGO”	somehow	the	amazingly	smart	and	illtellegent	women	in	stem	still	think	these	men	hate	them
after	literally	three	whole	freeking	pages	of	him	telling	her	he	doesnt	and	how	he	felt	the	entire	trajectory	of	their	relationship	(from	meeting	to	current)	and	i	swear	to	you	all	the	girls	brain	power	must	be	directed	towards	academic	because	the	have	none,	nada,	ZERO	emotional	intellegence	EVEN	AFTER	BEING	TOLD	STRAIGHT	TO	THERE	FACE
Woah,	this	really	rubbed	me	the	wrong	way,	because	it	happened	in	TWO	BOOKS	and	the	guy	is	always	so	patient	and	nice.	If	i	was	in	the	situation	god	knows	what	I	would	do.	Screw	their	heads	on	straight	probably.	They	definatly	need	it.	We	all	know	that	Ali	Hazelwood	loves	to	tell	us	every.single.page	that	the	love	interest	is	big	and	tall	and
ginormous	and	takes	up	all	space.	Granted	she	still	did	it	here	but	toned	it	down	a	lot	my	personal	favourites	were:	“like	how	could	i	miss	him	when	hes	standing	next	to	Adam	Carlson.	Theyre	the	Mount	Rushmore	of	STEM	academia”“He	is……well,	he	is	big.	And	well	muscled,	very	well	muscled”And	saving	the	best	for	last:	“His	giant	paws	tightened
around	me”	Think	about	that	for	a	while	won’t	you?	Lets	talk	about	what	I	liked	hmn?	Why	don’t	you	refil	your	popcorn	and	water	you’ll	be	needing	it.	So,	the	thing	I	loved	the	most	is	that	I	had	fun.	I	had	so	much	fun	reading	the	physics	jokes	and	the	story	as	a	whole.	The	writing	was	so	much	better	than	her	previous	books.	Praise	the	lord	that	they
both	had	a	personality	and	we	got	to	know	stuff	about	them	(i	didnt	even	know	Adam	was	an	evolutionary	biologist	until	this	book(how	freaking	cool	is	that	as	a	job?	Ogkjdfjefbdhbdhjsk	I	would	kill	to	talk	to	someone	with	his	knowlege	and	intelligence)	like	that's	how	little	we	got	told	about	Adam)	but	in	this	book	we	got	Jack's	job	upbringing	and
morals.	It	was	good	to	have	a	more	layered	story	than	usual	and	still	have	fun.	Usually	Ali	throws	tropes	into	a	mixing	bowl	and	hopes	for	a	delicious	cake	but	thankfully	it	was	a	flowy	story	and	that	was	not	the	case.	In	The	Love	Hypothesis	there	was	trope	after	trope,	as	if	to	make	readers	happy	and	it	did	but	gosh	there	was	a	lot	jam	packed	in	there.
George	was	my	favouite	character	of	this	entire	book.	She's	my	idol	in	life.	She	has	many	publications	in	physics,	is	super	cool	and	has	a	wife	that	can	make	souvlaki.	Now	if	you	cant	tell	i	really	live	Dora	and	George	and	i	need	their	story	now.	I	am	deeply	in	love	with	both	of	them.	I	loved	Elsies	character	development	from	extreme	people
pleaser(coming	from	a	people	pleaser)	to	her	own	person.	It	was	so	fun	to	see,	especially	with	Jack	helping	her	and	calling	her	bullshit	out.My	most	favourite	thing	of	all	was	ofc	the	cameo	from	Adam	and	Olive	and	the	friend	group	with	all	the	cool	science	people.	that	in	my	opinion	was	the	best	part	of	the	book	and	that's	why	we	need	a	george	and
Dora	book	so	we	can	have	more	of	thatNow	that	all	the	boring	stuff	is	out	of	the	way	let's	get	into	what	I	didnt	like	because	this	is	the	real	juicy	stuffI	hated	the	main	characters	actual	name:	Jonathan,	but	only	because	thats	name	of	a	close	relative	of	mine	and	it's	weird	to	read	a	romance	with	their	name	in	it	And	that	name?	Jack	Smith?	I	still	stand
by	my	clain	that	that	sounds	like	the	most	old	white	man	that	throws	money	at	stuff	to	make	it	go	away	guy.	Honestly	add	some	spice,	some	paprika,	lemon	peper,	cinnamon	to	make	it	taste	better	on	the	tongue.	I	got	the	scene,	that	as	a	millennial	Ali	was	trying	to	be	‘hip’	and	be	‘down	wid	it’	as	the	first	few	chapters	really	showed	me	In	the	very	first
chapter	we	got	told	her	favourite	movie	was	Twilight	(pop	culture	reference	is	not	good,	we	dont	like	that)	and	honestly	her	professor	should	have	failed	him	because	she	liked	twilight.	I	strongly	dislike	that	movie	and	so	personally	i	agree	with	the	proffesor.	there	i	said	it.	and	yk	what	idc	if	its	wrong.	I	think	Ali	is	trying	to	live	through	her	characters,
I	can	see	her	personality	come	through	her	books	and	not	in	a	good	way.	She	includes	‘quirks’	because	women	in	stem	have	to	be	unique	and	quirky.	(as	a	woman	in	stem	i	can	tell	you	i'm	not.	I	read,	study,	and	listen	to	Taylor	Swift.	So	not	very	quirky	at	all)	There	was	a	quote	she	put	in	that	made	me	feel	like	Ali	was	justifying	her	opinions:	”Not	that
there	would	be	anything	wrong:	sex	work	is	legitamite	work,	and	people	that	engage	in	it	are	just	as	deserving	of	respect	as	ballerinas,	or	firefighters	or	hedge	fund	managers”I	mean	she's	not	wrong,	but	we	didnt	need	to	include	it	in	a	romance	novel	did	we?	So	that's	now	my	biggest	problem,	that	she	includes	her	own	shit	into	romance	novels.	but	i
guess	thats	how	i	perceve	it.	Like	social	issues	in	books	i	dislike	because	i	want	a	whole	different	world	without	all	the	shit	that	happens	in	this	book.NB:	Riddle	me	this:	miss	people	pleaser	can't	tell	her	best	friend	her	favourite	movie	was	twilight	but	can	tell	her	client???	Okayyyy,	I	think	I'm	done,	now	get	up	and	stretch	your	legs,	it's	been	a	long
read.	Go	to	the	wharepaku	(toilet)	and	i	will	leave	you	with	this:we	need	lesbian	women	in	stem	romance	book,	george	and	Dora	are	right	there	Ali,	USE	THEM.....{About	this	review	below,	yes	it	was	insensitive	for	me	to	write	a	review	before	I	read	a	book,	but	it	was	my	opinion	from	reading	the	blurb	so	I	am	not	sorry	I	did	it}{this	review	is	based	off
the	synopsis	i	have	not	been	given	an	arc}I	asked	and	Miss	Hazelwood	did	not	deliver.	This	book	looks	like	an	exact	carbon	copy	of	Love	on	the	Brain	and	The	Love	Hypothesis	mashed	together"Rival	physicists	collide	in	a	vortex	of	academic	feuds	and	fake	dating	shenanigans	in	this	delightfully	STEMinist	romcom"Sound	familiar??In	The	Love
Hypothesis	Adam	and	Olive	fake	dated	In	Love	on	the	Brain	Levi	and	Bee	were	rivals	in	collage"By	day,	she’s	an	adjunct	professor,	toiling	away	at	grading	labs	and	teaching	thermodynamics	in	the	hopes	of	landing	tenure.	By	other	day,	Elsie	makes	up	for	her	non-existent	paycheck	by	offering	her	services	as	a	fake	girlfriend"Again	In	Love	on	the
Brain	Bee	was	a	scientist	by	day	and	a	social	media	STEM	infulence	by	night.	Seems	like	all	her	characters	have	two	'personas'Jack	Smith,	the	annoyingly	attractive	and	broody	older	brother	of	her	favorite	client,	turns	out	to	be	the	cold-hearted	experimental	physicist	who	ruined	her	mentor’s	career	and	undermined	the	reputation	of	theorists
everywhereagain,	sounds	familiar??In	The	Love	Hypothesis	Adam	was	known	for	turning	people	thesis	down	because	'they	wernt	good	enough'	he	was	known	as	cold	hearted	and	scary.	In	Love	on	the	Brain,	Bee	thought	Levi	ruined	her	career.	Also	what	kind	of	simple	ass	name	is	Jack	Smith,	please	choose	something	more	interesting	for	flavour.Elsie
is	prepared	for	an	all-out	war	of	scholarly	sabotage	but…those	long,	penetrating	looks?	Not	having	to	be	anything	other	than	her	true	self	when	she’s	with	him?	Will	falling	into	an	experimentalist’s	orbit	finally	tempt	her	to	put	her	most	guarded	theories	on	love	into	practice?I	bet	you	that	this	book	will	be	that	the	girl	finds	out	how	soft	and	sweet	he	is
under	that	scary	persona	and	he'll	only	be	nice	to	herEven	the	covers	look	the	sameI	rest	my	casethank	you	for	coming	to	my	TED	talk	p.s	i	will	still	be	reading	this	because	well	women	in	stem	what	am	i	to	do?	already	not	enough	around	so	despite	my	hypothesis	(get	ittt)	i	will	still	be	reading	and	lets	hope	that	I	am	dead	wrong	.........................this
looks	like	every	other	Ali	Hazelwood	book	ESPECIALLY	THE	LOVE	HYPOTHESIS	IT	LOOKS	THE	EXACT	SAME	But	at	least	he	doesn’t	have	black	hair	right?	Let’s	take	what	we	can	get	…………………AliPlease	don’t	become	a	one	hit	wonder.	Do	something	different.	Love	Zoeahhhh-so-good	book-boyfriends	enemies-to-lovers	February	21,	2025I	love	Ali
Hazelwood,	but	this	one	stretched	my	incredulity	to	the	limit.	No	one	can	possibly	be	this	much	of	a	doormat,	can	they?Elsie	is	slaving	away	as	an	adjunct	professor	teaching	too	many	classes	to	make	ends	meet.	She	supplements	her	meager	earnings	by	being	a	fake	girlfriend,	putting	her	people-pleasing	tendencies	to	good	use.	When	a	chance	at	her
dream	job	arises,	the	only	thing	standing	in	her	way	is	Jack,	the	annoying	older	brother	of	someone	she's	fake-dating,	who	also	happens	to	be	on	her	interview	committee.	But	do	they	really	hate	each	other	or	is	it	more	like	they	secretly	have	the	hots	for	each	other?	Ha!I	really	enjoyed	the	first	half	of	this	story.	It	starts	strong	with	all	of	the	hallmarks
I	love	from	Ali	Hazelwood—snark,	banter,	science,	smart	female	in	STEM,	and	puns.	I	was	breezing	through	it,	smiling	and	chuckling	to	myself	on	pretty	much	every	sentence.	No	one	does	funny	situations	and	dialogues	quite	like	Hazelwood,	and	she	had	me	in	stitches.I'll	grant	you	that	the	premise	is	a	bit	out	there.	What	are	the	odds	that	the	guy
Elsie	is	hating/lusting	after,	is	also	the	brother	of	a	guy	she's	fake-dating,	while	also	being	the	only	person	who	almost	beat	her	at	Go,	while	also	being	the	guy	who	irreparably	damaged	her	field	of	study	back	in	the	day,	while	also	being	the	head	of	the	physics	department	at	MIT	where	she	is	interviewing?	I'll	tell	you	what,	it's	100%	according	to	this
book.But	as	the	story	went	on,	Elsie	started	to	annoy	me.	First,	she	refuses	to	believe	that	Jack	is	attracted	to	her	even	though	he	tells	her	so	on	multiple	occasions.	At	one	point,	she	even	interprets	him	saying	"Can	I	take	you	out?"	as	he	wants	to	murder	her	mob-style.	Like	what,	girl?Elsie	also	takes	people-pleasing	to	heretofore-unseen	heights.	She
lies	to	her	roommate	about	pretty	much	every	preference	she	has.	She	runs	interference	for	her	brothers	at	her	mom's	behest	even	though	she	doesn't	want	to.	And	she	must	get	her	mentor's	approval	before	accepting	a	job	offer	that	would	give	her	several	times	her	current	salary	and	health	insurance.	Have	mercy!	My	eyeballs	were	bruised	from	all
the	rolling.It's	no	secret	that	I	prefer	my	female	characters	to	be	strong	and	smart,	ready	to	kick	ass	and	save	the	world.	Elsie	is	strong	in	her	work,	but	the	opposite	in	every	other	way.	And	slowly,	over	many	demure	"You	can't	possibly	like	me,"	it	started	to	grate	on	my	nerves.	Not	even	Hazelwood's	many	comedic	reliefs	can	save	it	from	such	never-
ending	waffling	and	meekness.This	may	just	have	been	a	case	where	I	wasn't	a	good	fit	for	the	book.	Without	being	able	to	connect	with	Elsie,	I	never	really	invested	in	the	story.	Not	to	mention	I	couldn't	feel	any	chemistry	between	Jack	and	Elsie,	and	it	all	made	for	a	rather	lackluster	read	by	the	end.~~~~~~~~~~~~See	also,	my	thoughts	on:The
Love	HypothesisLove	on	the	BrainThe	STEMinist	Novellas:Under	One	Roof	✧	Stuck	with	You	✧	Below	Zero~~~~~~~~~~~~✧	Connect	with	me	✧	Instagram	✧✧	This	was	a	pick	for	my	BOTM	box.	Get	your	first	book	for	$5	here.November	15,	2024The	queen	of	STEM	romance,	the	creator	of	the	quirkiest,	nerdiest,	most	entertaining,	likable,	and
huggable	characters	is	back!	And	she's	returned	with	my	all-time	favorite	trope:	enemies	to	lovers!	I	can	honestly	say	this	is	my	favorite	book	of	hers	because	it's	funnier,	sexier,	and	quirkier!	Did	I	mention	that	Jack	Smith	is	the	best	book	boyfriend	she's	ever	created?	That	sulking,	intense,	intelligent	man	knows	how	to	make	a	girl	happy!	He's
passionate,	but	he	perfectly	controls	himself	to	put	Elsie's	needs	first.	He's	caring,	patient,	and	gentle.	I	loved	him!	Let	me	introduce	you	to	dear	Elsie,	who	deserves	ten	thousand	hugs.	She	has	a	Ph.D.	in	theoretical	physics.	When	she	couldn't	get	an	academic	position,	she	resorted	to	fake-dating	to	pay	off	her	student	loans.	Even	though	she	still	lives
in	a	crappy	apartment	with	her	bestie	Cece,	she	remains	hopeful	that	she'll	find	a	better	position	in	the	near	future.	She	still	manages	to	keep	her	head	above	water	as	an	adjunct	professor,	teaching	five	different	classes,	grading	labs,	and	reading	her	students'	very	sincere	emails	(those	emails	made	my	week!	I	laughed	too	hard!).	Meanwhile,	her
mother	forces	her	to	become	a	negotiator	to	solve	her	big	brothers'	extra	immature	problems	they've	gotten	themselves	into!	Elsie's	weakness	is	that	she	doesn't	know	the	meaning	of	"no"!	She	can	never	say	the	word!	She	molds	herself	into	a	different	character	for	each	person	in	her	life,	putting	their	needs	first.	That's	why	she	never	thinks	about
what	she	really	wants	from	the	universe!	Then,	her	path	crosses	with	her	nemesis.	She	finds	out	that	Jack	Smith,	the	brooding	but	charismatic	brother	of	her	best	fake-dating	customer	Greg,	is	the	same	person	who	wrote	an	article	that	ruined	her	mentor's	career!	Unfortunately,	he's	also	the	man	who's	in	charge	of	the	physics	department	at	MIT	and
one	of	the	decision-makers	who	will	decide	if	she's	the	right	candidate	for	her	dream	job.	Jack	supports	another	candidate	for	the	job	and	is	shocked	to	find	out	that	Elsie	is	not	the	librarian	girlfriend	of	her	brother,	as	he	was	led	to	believe.	As	an	experimental	theorist,	he	has	every	intention	of	rejecting	to	work	with	a	theorist!	Elsie	has	no	intention	of
giving	up	her	dream	job	without	a	fight.	She's	determined	to	fight	against	the	man	who	gets	under	her	skin.	Yes,	she	finds	him	very	attractive.	Yes,	she	wants	to	rip	his	clothes	off	and	kiss	him	senseless,	then	punch	him	in	the	face.	But	she	can	restrain	her	feelings	to	be	professional,	right?	Oh,	you	already	know	the	answer!Overall,	Elsie	and	Jack	were
dynamite!	I	loved	their	dialogues,	hilarious	banters,	and	blazing	chemistry!	This	is	my	favorite	work	of	the	author!	I	wish	I	could	give	it	more	than	five	stars!Special	thanks	to	NetGalley	and	Berkley	Publishing	for	sharing	this	amazing	digital	reviewer	copy	with	me	in	exchange	for	my	honest	opinions.Follow	me	on	medium.com	to	read	my	articles	about
books,	movies,	streaming	series,	astrology:	medium	bloginstagramfacebooktwitterSK	(Back	for	good	this	time?	We'll	see)June	21,	2023	"You	could	be	my	entire	world.	If	you	let	me.""I	think	I	will."	So	conflicted	thoughts..	It's	not	a	bad	rating,	I	did	enjoy	it	but	there	were	things	which	could	have	been	better.	✔		Enemies	to	lovers	✔		STEM	romance✔		She
is	dating	his	brother	(in	a	way)	✔		Witty	banter✔		Slow	burn	✔		Twilight	references	(lots	of	them)✔		Adam	and	Olive	cameo	Firstly,	let	me	start	by	saying	this	one	was	so	much	better	than	Love	on	the	Brain.	I	hated	that	one	so	much.	*sigh*	Or	maybe	it's	the	fact	that	it's	been	long	since	I	read	The	Love	Hypothesis	that	this	was	enjoyable.	Although,	there
are	few	similarities	to	TLH	but	it's	not	overbearing.	Like	Adam	and	Olive,	and	unlike	Bee	and	Levi	Elsie	and	Jack	are	unique	and	true	to	themselves.	But	if	you	are	looking	for	them	to	recreate	the	same	magic	as	in	TLH,	you	will	be	disappointed.	Cause	the	two	here,	are	quite	forgettable	and	bland.	Elsie,	is	not	a	bad	FMC,	she	is	quite	relatable	in	some
places	and	such	a	pushover	in	others	that	it	gets	a	bit	frustrating.	However	she	stays	true	to	her	personality-	being	a	people	pleaser.	I	did	like	how	she	was	able	to	be	her	true	self	around	Jack.	Jack	is	not	like	Adam	and	that's	simply	put.	Don't	get	me	wrong,	he	is	nice,	kind	and	respectful	but	he	is	also	boring.	I	like	that	he's	paying	attention	to	details,
calling	Elsie	out	on	her	bs,	and	always	so	open	to	her	but	there's	no	firepower	in	him.	He's	just	there.	"I	have	these	elaborate	daydreams	that	Im	feeding	you	a	five	course	meal	I	hunted,	field	dressed	and	prepare	all	by	myself."	Coming	to	the	romance,	it	was	okay-ish.	I	enjoyed	some	of	their	moments	together.	I	LOVED	the	Twilight	references.	I
enjoyed	the	first	half	when	Jack	was	trying	to	figure	Elsie	out,	especially	when	she	was	involved	with	Greg.	But	the	two	had	very	little	heat.	It	was	not	angsty.	The	slow	burn	was	too	slow.	The	spice	was	not	spice,	it	was	just	salt	and	pepper.	The	fact	that	the	two	kept	talking	and	talking	and	talking	and	talking	and	talking	while	trying	to	figure	out
where	to	put	his	fingers	and	dick	in..it	was	too	late.	Look,	I	appreciate	he	wants	to	be	sure	she	wants	it	but	how	many	times	does	she	have	to	repeat	herself	��	Also	the	fact	she	kept	pushing	him	for	sex	after	knowing	how	clear	he	made	it	that	he	wants	things	slow-		In	my	opinion,	I	would	prefer	that	Ali	Hazelwood	writes	a	clean	romance	rather	than
whatever	tf	she	thinks	is	smut.	I	really	loved	the	Adam	and	Olive	cameo,	even	for	a	short	while	they	radiated	power,	chemistry	and	all	things	good.	The	ending	was	okay.	Doesn't	really	end	big.Overall,	an	enjoyable	read	but	quite	forgettable.	I	actually	forgot	the	FMCs	name	the	moment	I	closed	the	book	so	฀	♀	Am	just	glad	it	was	better	than	Love	on
the	Brain.~•~•~Lets	goooooPls	don't	disappoint	~•~•~Love	the	cover	but	I	swear	if	this	is	the	Love	Hypothesis	3.0	I'm	gonna	lose	it.	I	need	Ali	Hazelwood	to	prove	to	me	(and	the	rest	of	the	world)	that	she's	not	a	one	hit	wonder	May	9,	2024if	you've	ever	wanted	to	read	a	sciencey,	quirky	romance	filled	with	tumblr-esque	pop	culture	references	and
toddler-age	memes	about	a	huge,	serious,	no-nonsense	dickwad	man	who	manages	to	have	gleaming	abs	and	marvel-esque	biceps	despite	being	a	nerd	who	ostensibly	lives	inside	of	a	laboratory,	lifting	nothing	heavier	than	chalk	and	bunsen	burners,	as	he	meets	a	goofy	not-like-other-girls	Woman	In	Stem	whose	various	traumas	and	backstories	and
mildly	inconvenient	past	relationships	mean	she's	searching	for	a	daddy	to	daughter	her	up	looking	for	love	in	all	the	wrong	places,	i.e.,	not	looking	at	all	because	she	doesn't	need	a	man,	only	science,	bad	internal	dialogue,	and	her	own	personality	(read:	allotted	ration	of	problematic	personal	relationships,	adorkable	food	obsessions,	and	single	nerdy
non-academic	interest),	plus	a	sex	scene	or	two	that	will	include	at	least	one	turn	of	phrase	cursed	to	sear	into	your	retinas	for	the	rest	of	time...you	should	read	this	book.and	every	other	ali	hazelwood	book.because	they're	all	the	same.that's	the	review.bottom	line:	i	have	to	stop	reading	these.---------------------tbr	reviewsigh.	yeah	okay	i'll	read	it1-and-a-
half-stars	non-ya	nope	August	8,	2023i’m	shitting	mascara.	this	is	what	my	veins	needed.	idc	what	y’all	have	to	say	about	this	author	writing	the	same	shit,	different	font	in	all	of	her	books.	i	was	entertained,	that’s	all	i	needed.	elsie	is	by	far	my	favorite	fmc	from	ali.	fr	had	me	LOLing	read	a	book.	she	is	so	me	coded.	this	book	was	everything	it	needed
to	be.	i	love	the	chemistry,	dynamic,	tension,	and	feud	between	elsie	and	jack.	and	jack-my	gawwd-	is	so	pathetic	over	her,	it	made	my	scalp	tingle.	there	was	something	so	deeply	poetic	when	he	mentioned	he	has	this	fantasy	in	which	he	“hunts	something	and	cooks	it	for	her”	…idk	it	fr	had	me	smiling	like	a	psychopath…i	also	enjoyed	the	academic
part	of	this	book	which	usually	i’d	find	myself	skimming	through	but	ali	made	it	interesting	i	guess.also	the	adam	+	olive	cameo	�	i	love	and	miss	them	so	much!June	15,	2023I	just	want	to	know	why	Ali	Hazelwood	is	obsessed	with	the	idea	that	being	a	woman	in	STEM	is	the	most	miserable	possible	experience.	I'm	not	saying	that	there's	not
misogyny	in	STEM	and/or	academia,	but	I	also	think	that	it's	incredibly	unhelpful	to	repeatedly	say	that	if	you're	a	woman	in	STEM	that	you're	going	to	be	undermined,	manipulated,	gaslit,	miserable,	and	broke	until	a	6'4"	man	with	a	giant	dick	comes	and	saves	youFebruary	4,	2024I	have	given	every	adult	romance	by	Ali	Hazelwood	4-5฀	s	and	this
book	is	no	exception!	I	loveeeee	how	relatable	Elsie	is	because	she’s	a	people	pleaser	(I	unfortunately	relate	to	that	too	much	haha).	But	I	also	feel	like	I	learned	about	so	many	new	things	through	her	character	like	what	it’s	like	to	have	diabetes	and	be	a	physics	professor.	I	also	think	the	plot	is	so	unique.	Elsie	is	a	part	time	fake	girlfriend	which	was
SO	fun	to	read	about.	December	12,	2023Reading	vlog	coming	soon	฀October	26,	2022please	be	different	from	the	last	two	please	be	different	from	the	last	two	please	be	different	from	the	last	twoAugust	7,	20235	฀		My	favorite	Ali	Hazelwood	book	yet!!!!	"That’s	not	how	love	works,	Elsie.	But	don’t	worry,	I’ll	show	you.”	WHAT	TO	EXPECT:฀	STEM
romance	he's	a	straightforward,	confident,	perceptive,	head	of	the	MIT	Physics	Institute	she's	a	broke,	people-pleasing,	adjunct	professor	of	physics	interviewing	for	her	dream	job	at	MIT	academic	rivals/hate	to	lovers	grumpy	x	sunshine	fake	dating	(his	brother)	he	falls	first	lots	of	tension	amazing	banter	slow	burn	2.5/5	spice		"let	me	take	care	of
you"	complicated	family	dynamics	found	family	lie	by	omission		HEA	single	pov	twilight	references	diabetes	representation		ace/aro	spectrum	representation		Adam	and	Olive	from	The	Love	Hypothesis	cameo	My	Thoughts:	Absolutely	LOVED!!!!	Better	than	the	Love	Hypothesis	(4-stars)	and	Love	on	the	Brain	(3-stars)!	Honestly,	my	favorite
contemporary	romance	of	the	year!	Ali	Hazelwood	is	the	QUEEN	OF	STEM	ROMANCE!	Seriously,	I	could	give	two	flying	f*cks	about	STEM,	yet	somehow	Ali	is	able	to	center	an	entire	story	around	it	while	making	it	interesting	and	explaining	it	in	a	way	that	allows	me	to	understand.	But	what	always	stands	out	is	the	way	Ali	portrays	the	struggles
women	in	STEM	have	to	go	through.	From	blatant	sexism	to	sexual	harassment	to	manipulation,	the	challenges	are	appalling	and	endless.	I	specifically	liked	how	she	dives	into	the	'type'	of	acceptable	women	in	STEM:	"The	you	people	want	is	sharp,	impeccable,	perfect	enough	to	justify	your	intrusion	in	a	field	that	for	centuries	has	been	'rightfully'
male.	But	not	too	perfect,	because	apparently	only	'stone-cold	bitches'	are	like	that,	and	they	do	not	make	for	congenial,	affable	colleagues."	For	fuck's	sake,	that's	insane,	but	the	absolute	truth.	It's	infuriating	to	see	the	amount	of	pandering	women	in	STEM	have	to	do	to	the	men	in	their	field	so	that	they	are	accepted.	Once	again,	thank	you,	Ali
Hazelwood,	for	bringing	awareness	to	such	an	important	topic.	I	really	connected	to	Elsie	on	a	personal	level.	Elsie	has	been	a	people	pleaser	her	entire	life,	to	the	point	that	she	masquerades	many	different	faces	around	different	people	in	order	to	fit	their	expectations	or	make	them	love	and	accept	her.	This	begs	the	question	of	who	is	the	real	Elsie
Hannaway?	Unfortunately,	Elsie	doesn't	really	know	since	she's	been	living	her	life	for	others	and	ignores	what	she	truly	wants	and	needs.	I	know	some	people	might	think	that	the	extent	to	which	she	people	pleases	is	dramatic,	but	I	can	with	100%	certainty	say,	I've	been	her.	Yes,	I've	put	on	facades	to	make	people	feel	more	at	ease.	I've	lied	about
my	likes	and	interests	to	fit	in	with	people.	I've	tampered	down	my	own	personality	so	people	will	find	me	more	acceptable.	I've	done	things	I	didn't	want	to	do	because	it's	what	was	expected	of	me.	And	this	didn't	just	happen	with	strangers.	It	also	happened	around	friends	and	family.	And	let	me	tell	you,	it	was	exhausting	and	terrifying	not	being	able
to	just	be	who	you	are	-	living	in	constant	fear	that	someone	will	dislike	you	or	find	you	weird	or	think	you're	beneath	them.	Luckily,	I	went	to	therapy	and	have	worked	on	breaking	out	of	the	people-pleasing	cycle.	And	I'm	so	glad	Elsie	also	starts	therapy	at	the	end.	I	really	think	Ali	Hazelwood	did	a	fantastic	job	portraying	what	it's	like	being	a	people-
pleaser	and	how	much	it	can	emotionally	and	psychologically	impact	you.	The	friendship	between	Cece	and	Elsie	was	everything.	I	really	adore	Cece's	humor	and	how	incredibly	loyal,	supportive,	and	loving	she	is	to	Elise.	And	even	after	finding	out	Elsie	hasn't	been	completely	open	and	honest	with	her,	Cece's	first	instinct	is	to	say,	"I	will	love	you
forever."	My	heart	nearly	burst	wide	open	because	that	is	true	love.	Jack.	The	love	of	my	life.	One	of	my	favorite	MMC	of	all	time!	Where	do	I	even	begin	with	this	man?	He's	perceptive,	confident,	honest,	charming,	thoughtful,	intelligent,	kind,	handsome,	sexy,	and	pretty	much	the	most	perfect	man	to	ever	be	written!	I	love	him	(in	case	you	can't	tell
lol).	Not	only	does	he	fall	first,	but	he	is	a	huge	freaking	simp	for	Elsie	and	just	wants	to	take	care	of	her.	Seriously,	this	guy	is	a	dream.	�	But	what	I	love	even	more	is	that	Jack	is	a	supportive	KING!	Jack	encourages	Elsie	to	just	be	herself,	and	while	she	struggles	to	learn	exactly	whose	that	is,	he	is	there	with	constant	love	and	support,	and	lets	her
discover	these	things	in	her	own	time.	The	romance	is	perfection!	We	start	with	so	much	tension,	misconceptions,	and	hate	(on	Elsie's	side),	and	then	it	explodes	into	this	profoundly	wonderful	and	deeply	emotional	love.	There's	so	much	chemistry,	respect,	love,	and	care	between	these	two	that	it	makes	my	heart	soar.	The	spice	was	a	RIDE!	Our	girl
Elsie	has	never	really	enjoyed	sex	or	felt	much	sexual	attraction	towards	anyone	.	.	.	before	Jack.	And	while	Elsie	wants	to	just	jump	his	bones,	Jack	takes	his	time	and	focuses	first	and	foremost	on	her	pleasure	and	her	pleasure	alone,	all	so	she	can	discover	what	she	likes.	And	DAMN	it	is	HOT.		This	is	the	spiciest	Ali	Hazelwood	book	yet,	and	I	ATE
THAT	SHIT	UP!	"I	think	I	want	to	do	this	every	day,"	he	responds,	kissing	my	pussy	like	he	would	my	mouth.	"Every	day	for	the	rest	of	my	life."	I	also	love	that	Jack	sets	some	boundaries	sexually	because	he	wants	to	make	sure	this	is	truly	something	Elsie	wants,	and	not	just	something	she	thinks	she	has	to	do	for	him	to	like	her	(which	we	learn	is
something	she	did	with	a	previous	partner).Overall,	Love,	Theoretically	is	a	witty,	charming,	and	sexy	story	with	lots	of	depth	that	will	make	you	laugh	and	tug	at	your	heart.	Ali	Hazelwood's	writing	is	a	dream,	the	pacing	is	fantastic,	and	the	characters	are	so	amazing	that	you	can't	help	but	fall	in	love	with	them.	I	could	go	on	and	on	about	all	the
things	I	love	about	this	book,	but	this	would	turn	into	a	full-blown	essay,	so	I'll	stop	here.	But	the	bottom	line	is	this	is	one	of	the	best	contemporary	romance	books	I've	ever	read.	I	100%	recommend	reading	it	and	hope	you	love	it	as	much	as	I	do!Thank	you	to	NetGalley	and	Berkley	Publishing	Group	for	providing	an	eARC	in	exchange	for	an	honest
review!	As	always,	all	opinions	are	my	own.	Favorite	Quotes:	"Have	you	ever	considered	that	maybe	you're	already	the	way	I	want	you	to	be?	That	maybe	there	are	no	signals	because	nothing	needs	to	be	changed?"_______"In	my	fantasies,	you	allow	me	to	keep	an	eye	on	you.	I	feel	his	lips	at	my	temple.	"	And	when	I	really	let	go,	I	imagine	that	you	let
me	take	care	of	you,	too.""Why?""Because	in	my	head,	no	one	has	done	it	before."_______Don't	men	get	hard	in	the	mornings	when	they	need	to	go	to	the	bathroom?	It's	a	pee	erection.	A	peerection.	Yup._______It's	explosive,	crashing,	nuclear.	Somewhere	in	the	universe	antimatter	is	being	produced,	and	it's	all	because	of	this.	Because	of
us._______"You	really	are	the	most	beautiful	thing	I've	ever	seen."_______"Be	gentle	with	me,	Elsie.	That's	all	I	ask."_______"You	could	be	my	entire	world,"	he	whispers	in	my	ear	before	moving	to	my	collarbone.	"If	you	let	me."I	stroke	his	hair.	"I	think	I	will.""Then	I'm	sorry.""What	are	you	-	ah,	what	are	you	sorry	for?""Because	I'm	never	going	to	let	you
go."_______"It	was	cute,"	he	rasps	in	my	hear,	"how	you	thought	that	fucking	you	once	would	make	me	want	to	fuck	you	less."_______"She's	not	your	girlfriend.""She	is	if	she	wants	to	be.	She	can	be	my	damn	wife	if	she	wants	to	be!"_______"What	do	you	loathe?"The	way	you	seem	to	always	get	under	my	skin.""Elsie."	His	eyes	close	for	a	brief	moment.
When	he	opens	them,	stars	are	born.	"You	think	you	don't	live	under	mine?"_______advance-reader-copy	contemporary-romance	drama	June	6,	2023Oh,	wow.	I	made	it.	Yay	me!First	of	all,	I	would	like	to	congratulate	the	author	for	selling	the	same	story	for	the	sixth	time.	That's	some	serious	business	talent.Here	is	my	list:Female	MC	is	small	to
medium	Male	MC	is	unconventionaly	huge,	tall,	a	mountain,	a	refrigerator,	an	oak,	fills	the	doorframe	He	falls	for	her	first	She	is	extremely	clueless	he	likes	her	even	after	he	tells	it	to	her	face	and	shows	it	to	her	in	9272525	romantic	and	cheesy	ways		They	are	scientists	on	opposite	sides	and	she	“hates”	him	She	has	extremely	low	self	esteem	She
has	extremely	low	emotional	intelligence	but	she	is	a	scientific	genius	There	is	a	villain	scientist	just	for	the	twist	She	wants	a	better	job	because	she's	poor	AF	because	she's	a	female	scientist	She	thinks	his	friend	is	his	girlfriend	which	causes	unnecessary	misunderstanding	Did	I	mention	how	big	and	chiseled	he	is?	Like	big,	huge,	enormous,	gigantic,
everyone	around	him	looks	like	a	child	because	he	is	so	big	big	tall	tall	huge	huge	and	it’s	mentioned	in	every	possible	moment	So,	if	you've	read	any	of	the	previous	books	by	this	author,	you	can	go	through	my	list	and	see	how	many		you'll	have.	Yeh.	All	of	them.	I've	read	6	of	her	books	and	yeah.	They	are	all	the	same	story.	The	only	difference	is	the
names	of	the	characters	and	the	science	field	they	work	(and	rival)	in.	This	book	is	the	worst.	The	female	MC	is	the	dumbest	character	I've	ever	read.	Seriously.	If	you	want	an	example,	here	it	is.	She	wakes	up	next	to	him	after	just	sleeping.	She	feels	his	big,	huge,	enormous...	You	know.	And	she	thinks	he	has	to	PEE.	To	pee.	I	shit	you	not.	A	phd
physicist	thinks	men	have	er3cti0n	when	they	have	to	pee.	Example	no2.	He	tells	her	for	at	least	3	times	he	likes	her.	He	invites	her	to	have	dinner	with	him	after	being	a	perfect	gentleman	and	having	her	slept	at	his	place.	And	she	asks:	You	mean,	you	want	to	kill	me?	Yes,	honey,	after	having	you	alone	in	his	home	for	the	whole	night,	he	is	going	to
take	you	to	a	public	restaurant	to	kill	you.There	are	more	of	these	dumb	scenes,	but	I	don't	want	to	waste	any	more	time	on	this	book.	This	is	the	worst	book	I've	read	in	a	long	time	and	by	far	the	most	irritating	female	MC	ever.	I	don't	think	I'll	ever	pick	up	a	book	by	this	author	again.Rebecca	(life's	chaotic	catching	up)July	15,	20235	Bright	Twilight
Loving	Stars!!!	"You	could	be	my	entire	world.	If	you	let	me"	Yep,	that's	right.	AND,	I	am	just	going	to	say	it.....	this	book	is	BETTER	than	The	Love	Hypothesis,	I	said	what	I	said.	Elsie	is	an	adjunct	professor	struggling	to	make	ends	meet	financially	while	also	not	doing	the	work	that	she	really	feels	passionate	about	when	the	opportunity	of	a	lifetime,
to	teach/research	at	MIT,	presents	itself.	She	just	has	to	nail	her	interview	and	all	her	dreams	will	come	true.	But	there	is	just	one	problem.	Jack	Smith.	Her	professional	nemesis,	a	man	that	she	hates	like	it's	her	religion,	and	is	also	one	of	the	deciding	votes	on	whether	or	not	she	gets	the	job.	Oh,	and	he	also	is	the	brother	of	the	man	she	is	fake
dating.	Whoops.	Aahh!	I	LOVED	this	book	so	much.	I	am	as	shocked	as	anyone,	bc	its	easily	my	favorite	contemporary	romance	of	the	year	so	far.	I	was	really	weary	going	in	bc	of	so	many	mixed	reviews,	but	honestly	this	book	just	resonated	with	me.	The	romance	is	fantastic,	I	am	a	sucker	for	academic	rivals	and	this	one	is	done	PERFECTLY!	The
tension	is	soooo	good!	It	was	objectively	hilarious,	the	banter	was	top	tier,	the	cast	of	supporting	characters	were	absolutely	delightful	from	her	quirky	best	friend	Cece	to	the	puny	professor	Volkov	and	Jacks	sweet	brother	and	taciturn	grandmother,	they	all	served	to	move	the	story	in	someway	and	were	fun	and	interesting.	AND	CAN	WE	TALK
ABOUT	THE	ADAM	AND	OLIVE	CAMEO?!!!!	��	SO	CUTE!!!!!	Also,	this	is	her	best	writing	by	far,	the	pacing	is	perfect,	the	story	flows,	it	was	funny	and	smart	and	well	developed	from	start	to	finish.	Elsie-I	really,	really	love	Elsie	and	I	know	that	at	times	she	isn't	exactly	easy	to	love	bc	she	masks	so	much	but	I	really	appreciated	her	struggles	with
her	identity.	She	has	formed	this	survival	instinct	born	from	childhood	emotional	neglect	and	then	later	just	being	a	woman	trying	to	get	by	in	a	field	that	is	largely	a	boys	club	and	she	loses	herself	and	ultimately	this	pseudo	persona	overwhelms	her	whole	life	.	I	really	liked	seeing	a	woman	become	self	aware	and	take	steps	to	change	that	and	that	it
was	hard	and	not	immediate.	So	often	I	see	people	say,	well	she	should	know	better	or	she	is	too	smart	to	be	so	oblivious,	and	sometimes	that's	true.	But	sometimes	it's	not,	and	there	is	a	process	of	change	that	has	to	happen	and	those	paths	are	never	neat	or	pretty	and	I	really	appreciated	that	progression	in	her	character	arc.	And	also,	a	high	IQ
doesn't	always	equal	a	high	EQ,	being	smart	doesn't	exempt	you	from	having	deep	emotional	issues	and	doesn't	make	you	any	less	smart,	it	just	makes	you	human.	Jack-Ahh	this	man	is	so	whipped	for	Elsie	and	I	LOVED	it!	And	can	we	just	talk	about	how	good	dirty	he	is?!	I	already	have	a	thing	for	the	surly	Professor	type	and	this	is	another	one	that
goes	on	the	roster	of	top	hot	teachers	bc	damn!	The	fireworks	and	the	chemistry	between	Jack	and	Elsie	were	AMAZING!	I	ate	it	up	and	also	I	thought	the	sex	scenes	were	super	hot	and	I	also	appreciated	that	they	were	realistic.	I	kind	of	liked	that	they	were	trial	and	error	bc	not	everyone	is	some	sexpert	like	you	read	in	so	many	novels.	But	besides
that,	I	love	how	he	respects	Elsie	and	her	talent.	He	is	attentive	to	everything	about	her	and	sees	the	real	her	and	forces	her	to	be	herself	and	drop	the	pretense	but	he	does	it	in	a	way	that	is	so	non	judgmental	and	supportive	of	what	Elsie	wants	for	herself	and	not	everyone	else	including	him.	I	love	that	he	isn't	perfect	either	and	also	struggling	with
his	own	issues.	Random	things	I	loved-CeCe,	Elsie's	best	friend	is	so	funny	and	weird	and	she	made	me	laugh	the	entire	book.	-George	was	so	sweet!	-The	grandmother,	you	gotta	love	an	old	lady	that	gives	zero	fucks	and	tells	it	like	it	is.-The	Twilight	references	-The	Hoth	reference!!	-Olive	and	Adam	��June	19,	2023I	hate	to	say	it	but	I	didn’t	love
this	book…It’s	not	that	I	hated	it,	but	maybe	even	I	got	tired	of	the	repetitiveness.	I	mean	to	be	fair	I	did	expect	a	big	guy	to	fall	(first)	for	a	small	girl	and	fuck	her	without	a	condom.	It’s	just	that	unfortunately	this	time	the	big	guy	was	a	little	bland	and	I	didn’t	fall	for	him	and	the	small	girl	was	dumb	af,	especially	for	a	brilliant	scientist.	Maybe
Twilight	fans	will	appreciate	the	Twilight	references	and	the	fact	that	Elsie	reads	people	(almost	like	Edward)	but	Jack	is	the	only	person	she	can’t	read	(almost	like	Bella),	but	I’m	not	a	Twilight	fan.	On	top	of	that	Elsie’s	entire	career	can	be	a	trigger	and	don’t	even	get	me	started	on	Jack’s	childhood.	However	that’s	probably	a	me	problem.	I	didn’t
even	like	the	spice		she	tried	to	kiss	him	and	his	reaction	was	the	weirdest	thing	ever	�	However	I	have	to	admit	it	was	low	on	miscommunication	compared	to	the	previous	books	so	there’s	progress!My	favorite	part	was	meeting	Adam	and	Olive		——-Okay,	I	didn’t	get	the	arc,	so	you	have	to	clean	up	the	shit	yourself,	girl.	I’m	still	reading	the	book
though!	——Dearest	Ali,	If	I	get	this	arc	I	will	clean	your	cat’s	litter	box	for	a	week.	For	a	year.	Sincerely,DabJune	25,	2023Oh	my	GOD	this	book.	Where	do	I	even	start?	First	of	all,	5	stars.	Easy.	EASY	5	stars.	There’s	just	something	about	the	stories	Ali	Hazelwood	crafts	and	the	personalities	she	writes	that	hit	with	me.	I	loved	The	Love	Hypothesis
beyond	words	and	was	a	bit	iffy	on	Love	on	the	Brain,	so	I	wasn’t	quite	sure	how	this	one	was	going	to	go,	but	oh	my	god	she	delivered	again.	@baskinsuns	on	tiktok	has	a	really	great	video	on	this	topic,	but	the	way	that	Ali	Hazelwood	writes	these	male	love	interests	who	have	such	a	deep	and	gentle	like	of	the	heroine	is	so…ooh	she’s	ruining	my	life.
Yes	it’s	a	romance	novel	so	obviously	they	fall	in	love,	but	Jack	Smith	genuinely	likes	and	enjoys	Elsie	as	a	person	outside	of	his	romantic	love	for	her.	He	respects	her,	he	admires	her,	he	wants	to	hear	her	talk	about	the	things	she	enjoys	and	he	wants	to	experience	them	with	her	simply	because	it	makes	her	happy.	There’s	a	softness	to	the	way	Ali
Hazelwood’s	men	care	for	their	partners	that	just	hits	different.	And	the	academic	rivals	in	this	book?	Top	fucking	tier.	From	the	very	get	go.	It’s	delicious.	Delectable.	I’m	eating	it	up	on	every	goddamn	page.	The	dynamic	it	engenders	between	Elsie	-	the	consummate	People	Pleaser	-	and	the	love	interest	being	the	one	person	she	doesn’t	care	about
pleasing	is	amazing.	The	story	is	beyond	engaging,	it	went	in	some	directions	I	didn’t	expect	it	to	go,	it	had	me	rooting	for	physics	debates,	and	I	could	have	read	another	hundred	pages	of	these	two.	And	you	know	what	really	REALLY	shows	how	much	I	love	this	book?	If	you’ve	been	here	for	a	little	while	you	probably	know	I	hate	pop	culture
references	in	books.	Viscerally.	This	book	is	at	minimum	8%	TWILIGHT	references,	and	it	was	still	an	easy	5	stars.	No	question	about	it.	I	loved	our	main	couple,	I	loved	the	side	characters	(I	would	read	an	entire	novella	about	visits	with	Millicent),	I	was	super	invested	in	the	plot,	and	the	third	act	and	finale	is	just…everything	is	so	good.	August	1,
2023HEAVEN	FOR	NERDS,	that's	what	this	book	is	(I'm	nerds)OVERALL	THOUGHTS:	This	book	was	just	WHAT	I	needed,	WHEN	I	needed	it!	I've	only	read	The	Love	Hypothesis	by	this	author	before	and	it	was	highly	enjoyable	(I	rated	it	4	stars).	BUT	THIS	ONE	WAS	AMAZING.	To	be	honest,	this	is	not	my	original	opinion,	but	I've	seen	people	say
this	is	Hazelwood's	best	work	so	far.	I'm	not	exactly	qualified	to	speak	on	this,	BUT	I	CAN	TELL	YOU	THAT	I	LOVED	THIS	BOOK.	Yes	the	romance	was	very	typically	Ali	Hazelwood,	highly	unrealistic	and	bubbly,	but	you	simply	cannot	hate	it.	However,	there	were	certain	parts	of	this	story	that	really	sticked	out	to	me	and	for	that	reason	I'll	list	them
here:1.	THE	PLOT	-	I	would	suggest	going	into	this	book	without	reading	the	blurb.	I	haven't	read	it	before	reading	the	actual	book	and	that's	why	this	was	like	an	Easter	egg	to	me.	Important	plot	points	were	revealed	early	in	the	book,	BUT	THOSE	REVELATION	SCENES	were	so	good,	my	Kindle	flew	across	the	room.	This	is	another	Ali	Hazelwood
"Women	in	STEM	find	unrealistically	good	gigantic	men"	novel	and	that's	all	you	need	to	know.	And	yeah,	they're	physicists	in	this	one!2.	THEORISTS	VS	EXPERIMENTALISTS	-	Listen,	I	don't	care	for	physics,	I	had	an	A	back	in	high	school	but	I	always	hated	the	subject	(sorry	not	sorry).	Which	means,	theories	and	experiments	on	crystals,	research
papers	on	quantum	mechanics	and	what	not	don't	mean	much	to	me,	but	in	this	little	novel	(not	really	little,	this	was	THICK)	YOU	CAN'T	POSSIBLY	IMAGINE	HOW	MUCH	BANTER	WE	GOT	from	their	scientific	disagreements.	Sign	me	up,	nerds	are	hot!	But	also	like,	we	didn't	get	TMI	on	those	topics,	so	I	didn't	feel	suffocated.	3.	THE	JOKES	-	This
book	had	me	LAUGHING	on	so	many	occasions.	And	I'm	not	big	on	laughing	while	reading,	especially	LAUGHING	OUT	LOUD!	But	hey,	I	was	gasping	at	some	of	these.	And	unfortunately,	most	of	those	dad	jokes	that	one	professor	(can't	be	bothered	to	check	his	name	again)	threw	around	had	me	hollering.	ALSO,	student	mail	that	Elsie	received	was
peak	humour.4.	POP	CULTURE	REFERENCES	-	As	much	as	I	can	remember,	Ali	Hazelwood	is	big	on	these.	Here,	it	was	like	every	other	sentence.	But	my	silly	little	gemini	brain	feeds	off	of	them!	Barbie	was	mentioned,	Chris	Nolan	(TWICE),	A	PERFECT	CURE	FOR	MY	POST-BARBENHEIMER	DEPRESSION	(I	don't	know	if	that's	a	thing,	pls	tell	me
is	anyone	has	it).	Like	I	said,	I	got	this	book	WHEN	I	needed	it	and	it	was	WHAT	I	needed.	5.	ACADEMIA	REALNESS	-	this	aspect	is	something	I	admire	Ali	Hazelwood	for.	And	said	aspect	was	more	prominent	in	this	book	than	in	The	Love	Hypothesis.	Even	though	these	books	are	unrealistic	(I'm	tired	of	myself	saying	that),	they	still	deliver	some	very
real	situations	that	happen	in	STEM	surroundings	almost	every	day.	I'm	a	med	student	myself	and	I've	spent	4	years	already	in	this	atmosphere,	so	certain	struggles	(money,	women	in	science,	stealing	work,	struggling	to	achieve	your	goals,	abandoning	your	interests	for	your	scientific	dream)	Elsie	has	(had)	I	really	can	identify	with.	Hazelwood	gives
you	this	very	cruel	manly	toxic	world	and	offers	you	a	perfect	fairytale	escape,	MOTHER	ENERGY!฀฀	♀6.	MEDICAL	CONDITION	REP	-	Our	female	protagonist	in	this	novel	has	diabetes	type	1,	while	she	doesn't	have	health	insurance	and	has	to	finance	each	and	every	insulin	bolus	herself.	I'm	not	making	it	to	be	this	big	Nobel-prize-for-peace	thing,	but
it	was	nice	to	see	this	very	common	but	life-threatening	condition	represented	in	popular	fiction!CHARACTERS	I	usually	describe	main	characters	separately	but	I	won't	be	doing	that	here.	I	loved	Elsie	and	Jack	equally.	Their	chemistry	was	really	well-written.	Many	aspects	of	their	personalities	are	sort	of	spoilers	so	I	also	won't	be	sharing	those.
Other	aspects	were	written	above.	One	thing	tho,	Jack's	physical	description	reminds	me	of	Dominic	Sherwood	(used	to	act	in	the	terrible	Shadowhunters	show).	Did	anyone	else	get	that	reference	(was	he	by	any	chance	based	on	Dom	or	am	I	making	that	up)?	Pls	tell	me	in	the	comments.	NOTE:	This	book	was	much	spicier	that	The	Love	Hypothesis
so	do	with	that	info	what	you	want!	I	CAN'T	WAIT	TO	READ	MORE	ALI	HAZELWOOD!March	14,	2023I	think	that	ending	the	acknowledgements	section	of	this	book	with	the	sentence	"Time	is	a	finite	and	precious	resource,	and	I'm	constantly	overcome	with	emotion	that	people	choose	to	spend	it	on	my	words"	was	not	particularly	nice	of	the	author	to
do.	But	the	time	isn't	coming	back,	and	if	there's	one	thing	I	intend	to	do	tonight,	it's	succumb	to	the	sunk	cost	fallacy.	On	with	the	review.I	tend	to	leave	Ali	Hazelwood	alone	because	I'm	not	in	her	intended	demographic	(read:	person	who	can	see	one	character	responding	to	another	character's	ignorance	about	clothes	with	"Wow.	Men."	without
wanting	to	die),	but	I	picked	this	up	because	I	saw	that	the	protagonist	works	as	a	hired	girlfriend,	and	I	wanted	to	know	whether	it	was	going	to	be	offensive	or	not.	It	is,	which	is	sad,	because	the	author	has	clearly	worked	very	hard	to	make	it	less	so;	there's	a	point	early	when	she	specifies	that	the	work	she	does	certainly	doesn't	include	sex,	and
then	reassures	us	that	she	does	believe	sex	work	is	real	work,	"and	people	who	engage	in	it	are	just	as	deserving	of	respect	as	ballerinas,	or	firefighters,	or	hedge	fund	managers."	Sure!	Great!	Hedge	fund	managing	is	not	real	work,	but	I	get	where	you're	coming	from!It's	just	that	this	comes	in	the	same	book	as	the	character	referring	to	cracking	a
bad	pun	in	order	to	increase	her	chances	of	getting	a	job	as	"this	prostitution	of	my	sense	of	humor",	and	the	whole	premise	is	that	the	love	interest	is	the	person	she	can	"be	her	real	self	around",	unlike	her	clients,	even	though	he	is	1)	on	her	hiring	committee	and	2)	immediately	after	he	leaves	her	hiring	committee,	offers	her	a	job.	Also,	the
heroine's	roommate,	who	also	works	as	a	hired	girlfriend,	is	"way	too	beautiful"	to	be	good	at	it	without	problems.	I	mean,	okay.	Honestly,	the	author	just	doesn't	seem	particularly	interested	in	the	whole	premise,	except	as	a	way	to	emphasize	that	the	heroine's	people-pleasing	problems	are	really	bad—I	mean,	they're	so	bad	that	she	even...	lets
herself	be	PAID	to	pretend	to	DATE.	The	whole	line	between	"faking	being	a	girlfriend"	and	"working	as	a	girlfriend"	seems	pretty	unclear	to	Hazelwood—some	of	the	work	entails	making	up	stories	to	her	clients'	family	and	friends	about	how	the	two	of	them	met	and	whether	she's	being	paid,	which	is	obviously	faking	something,	but	she	also	specifies
that	other	gigs	just	entail	"going	places	as	arm	candy"	without	talking.	I	bring	this	up	because	I	do	kind	of	feel	that	the	author	believes	(or	is	working	on	believing)	that	sex-adjacent	work	isn't	inherently	shameful,	but	she	does	think	on	some	level	it	is	inherently	dishonest.	Which:	mm.Mainly	the	reason	I	feel	this	way	is	because	the	whole	arc	of	the
novel	is	our	heroine	getting	over	her	people-pleasing	tendencies.	At	this	point	I	need	to	be	clear	that	this	is	just	not	a	very	well-written	character	trait.	She	refers,	constantly,	to	having	a	different	version	of	herself	for	every	social	situation,	but	what	we	actually	see	her	do	is	"say	something	nice	to	a	girl	who's	about	to	cry",	"crack	jokes	to	someone	who
enjoys	jokes",	"pretend	to	like	movies	she	doesn't	like",	and	"help	sort	out	family	problems	when	her	mom	asks	her	to."	At	one	point	she	says	she's	about	to	tell	us	her	tried-and-true	procedure	for	Becoming	A	Different	Person,	and	it	is,	in	full:	1)	Figure	out	what	the	other	person	needs.	2)	Plan	to	do	it.	3)	Do	it.	Like—can	we	get	something	about,	I	don't
know,	observing	body	language?	Altering	tone?	The	protagonist	references	"code-switching"	by	name,	but	she	never	seems	to	use	different	registers	for	different	situations?	Plato	identified	four	types	of	flattery	off	the	top	of	his	head	and	he	didn't	even	have	Google,	man,	is	this	really	the	best	we	can	do?	Anyway.	You	can	see	how	this	person	would	get
pushed	around	a	lot,	sure	(a	female	romance	protagonist?	with	no	backbone?	Groundbreaking.),	but	the	shapeshifting	social	chameleon	that	we're	told	about	just	never	really	appears.	What	does	appear	is	someone	who's	considerate	of	others,	but	absolutely	miserable	about	that,	and	only	feels	like	her	"real	self"	when	she's	yelling	at	the	love	interest.
From	the	bottom	of	my	heart:	'kay.	How	I	think	the	author	intended	these	scenes	to	come	across,	though,	is	less	that	the	heroine	is	constantly	shapeshifting	into	new	people	and	more	that	she	is	someone	constantly	in	what	we	might	call	"customer	service	mode".	I	feel,	generally,	weird	about	the	idea	that	someone	who	can't	switch	out	of	customer
service	mode	makes	a	particularly	good	escort,	and	it	would	remain	a	kind	of	weird	itch	in	the	back	of	my	brain,	but	that	line	about	"prostitution	of	my	sense	of	humor"	pushes	it	over	the	line	for	me	a	little.	It's	hard	to	shake	the	feeling	that	Hazelwood	has	articulated	to	herself	that	Elsie	is	"prostituting	her	personality	out	to	everyone	she	meets",	or
something	of	that	nature.	(Not	sexually,	of	course!	She'll	describe	the	sex	with	her	ex	that	she	didn't	enjoy	at	all	and	only	had	to	please	him,	but	she	wasn't	being	paid	for	it!)	I	feel	weird	when	the	heroine	reassures	the	hero	that	her	last	client	(his	brother)	is	so	nice	that	she	"would	have	[worked	as	his	girlfriend]	for	free".	And	I	feel	weirder	when	the
heroine	and	the	hero's	whole	relationship	seems	to	consist	of	him	going	"What	do	you	wanna	do?",	her	saying,	"What	do	you	wanna	do?",	and	him	going	sternly,	"No...	what	do	you	wanna	do?"	until	she	gets	wildly	turned	on.	Like—again,	this	man	is	on	her	hiring	committee.	I	don't	really	buy	that	she	simply	can't	turn	on	customer-service	mode	with
him	just	because	she	can't	read	his	face.	(In	a	book	where	the	heroine's	number	one	thing	is	Loving	The	Twilight	Saga,	I	will	admit	that	"he's	the	only	person	whose	mind	she	can't	read!!!"	as	a	plot	point	is	absolutely	hilarious.)	When	inauthenticity	is	so	explicitly	tied	to	her	escort	work,	and	she	falls	for	him	because	he	aggressively	refuses	to	let	her	be
"inauthentic",	it	feels...	kind	of	like	she's	a	~fallen	woman	who	he's	saving~,	if	you	see	what	I	mean.Anyway,	I	should	note	that	she	has	Type	1	diabetes	and,	due	to	sudden	and	plot-convenient	miscalculations	of	her	blood	sugar,	twice	faints	dramatically	in	his	arms.	It's	so	hard	to	get	a	proper	case	of	consumption	these	days.There	are	at	least	three
plot-relevant	issues	of	miscommunication	that	happen	because,	just	as	someone	is	about	to	say	something	important,	something	loud	or	disgusting	happens	in	the	background.	Also,	the	protagonist	once	describes	"fantasies	of	filling	[the	hero]	with	candy	and	taking	a	bat	to	him".	Time	is	a	finite	and	precious	resource,	and	it	becomes	increasingly
evident	that	the	Fates	have	not	marked	me	to	spend	it	on	shit	that	is	good.	At	this	point	I	will	accept	"wild",	I	guess.ˋ✧*⁀➷	ʙᴇᴛᴛʏ	(Levi	Ackerman's	wife)February	11,	2024things	i	know	about	Elsie	Hannaway:-1.	she	hates	white	men.2.	yet	pines	after	one.3.	she	thinks	that	her	opponent	candidate	would	"obviously"	get	the	job	as	he's	a	man.	not	that
he's	talented	or	anything-	nopes.4.	she's	a	FEMINIST!!!!	and	the	entire	STEM	is	against	her	because	she's	a	woman.5.	she	thinks	she's	funny:"that	piece	of	Uranus—”“Science	insult.	Nice.”“I	bet	he	thinks	in	Fahrenheit—”“Ooh,	sick	burn.”“—and	spends	his	free	time	flying	to	Westminster	Abbey	to	dance	on	Stephen	Hawking’s	grave—”...�i'm	100%
convinced	ali	hazelwood	is	not	for	me.	her	books	are	painfully	boring	and	her	writing	very	robotic	and	un-digestable.	it	feels	as	if	you're	reading	a	published	article	at	new	york	times	about	an	incident	happening	at	some	place	which	caused	the	quartz	of	microelectrons	to	clash	and	generate	anti-matter	which	further	tampered	with	the	multiverse	of
madness	and	sparked	some	outré	changes	in	the	quantum	biophysics	of	a	blackhole	and	thus	the	discovery	of	anti-gravity.also,	just	bcz	you're	a	scientist,	that	doesn't	mean	you	have	to	talk	in	science	in	everyday	life	and	say	shit	like	-	"i	feel	my	atoms	crashings	angrily	against	each	other"	-	i'm	pretty	sure	scientists	are	also	normal	human	beings	who
speak	in	normal	human	language.	[dnf	@20%	chapter	4]	academic-rivals	enemies-to-lovers	romance	May	19,	20255	stars“You	could	be	my	entire	world,”	he	whispers	in	my	ear	before	moving	to	my	collarbone.	“If	you	let	me.”I	stroke	his	hair.	“	I	think	I	will.”Ali	Hazelwood	did	it	again	with	another	amazing	STEM	romance.	This	one	was	so	cute,
comforting,	and	wholesome.	I	absolutely	loved	it.	I	loved	the	story,	the	characters,	Jack	and	Elsie’s	romance,	and	all	the	science	references.	You	have	no	idea	how	many	times	I	was	giggling,	squealing,	and	kicking	my	feet	in	the	air	whenever	Elsie	and	Jack	were	together.	I	loved	the	academic	rivals	trope	and	the	whole	theorists	vs	experimental
physicists	dynamic.	It’s	a	romance	book,	but	I	loved	that	Ali	focused	more	on	Elsie’s	character	development	and	career	growth.	The	characters	were	written	so	well	in	this	one,	and	I	instantly	fell	in	love	with	every	single	one	of	them.	The	banter,	the	tension,	the	romance—everything	was	perfect.“What	do	you	loathe?”“The	way	you	seem	to	always	get
under	my	skin.”“Elsie.”	His	eyes	close	for	a	brief	moment.	When	he	opens	them,	stars	are	born.	“You	think	you	don’t	live	under	mine?”Elsie	Hannaway	is	so	Mirrorball-coded.	I	love	her,	and	her	character	was	so	relatable	and	personal	to	me.	She’s	an	adjunct	professor	in	the	morning	and	does	fake	dating	as	a	part-time	job	sometimes	because	she’s
broke—and	we	know	how	hard	women	in	STEM	has	to	work.	She	was	trying	to	get	her	dream	job	at	MIT,	and	this	is	where	she	met	Jack.	She’s	a	people	pleaser,	always	crafting	a	personality	for	each	person	she	meets	because	she	thinks	that	if	she	shows	them	the	Elsie	they	want,	maybe	they’ll	care	for	her.	I	just	want	to	hug	her.	She	lies	about	her
own	interests	and	likes	just	to	make	others	happy,	but	Jack	can	read	her	like	an	open	book.	Her	character	development	in	this	was	incredible.	I	loved	how	she	actually	stopped	pleasing	people	with	her	different	personalities	and	just	started	being	herself.“With	Jack,	I	don’t	need	to	be	someone	else,	because	I	can’t	be	someone	else.	It’s	unsettling,	and
disturbingly	baring,	and	also…	relaxing.”Jack	Smith	is	a	professor	at	MIT,	and	you	already	know	I	have	a	thing	for	hot	and	grumpy	professors.	He	is	such	a	sweetheart	and	a	perfect	gentleman.	I	fell	in	love	with	him	the	very	first	moment.	He’s	caring	and	thoughtful	but	also	a	grumpy	asshole,	and	who	doesn’t	love	a	man	like	that?	Also,	the	number	of
times	this	man	leaned	against	the	table,	the	door,	the	island,	the	wall,	you	name	it.	He	literally	had	me	all	swoony	and	gave	me	all	the	butterflies.	He	knows	and	understands	Elsie	like	no	one	else.	He	sees	through	every	facade	she	puts	up	for	others.	If	a	man	did	that	to	me	in	real	life,	I’d	be	running	for	my	life,	but	Jack	made	it	feel	like	he	genuinely
cared	for	her,	not	just	calling	her	out	for	her	masks	and	lies.	Also,	that	fucking	monologue	when	he	told	Elsie	what	he	felt	for	her	was	perfection.	I	need	him	like	no	tomorrow.“You	are	the	most	magnificent	thing	that	ever	happened	to	me.”“It	was	cute,”	he	rasps	in	my	ear,	“how	you	thought	that	fucking	you	once	would	make	me	want	to	fuck	you
less.”“Elsie,	there’s	very	little	I	wouldn’t	do	for	you.”Jack	and	Elsie	make	a	beautiful	couple.	Elsie	always	kind	of	hated	Jack,	but	Jack	fell	first	and	harder	for	her.	He	wanted	to	see	the	real	Elsie,	not	just	one	of	her	made-up	personalities.	They	were	academic	rivals,	and	Elsie’s	whole	I	just	hate	Jack	so	much	thing	made	their	relationship	dynamic	even
more	interesting.	Their	relationship	felt	real	and	natural.	Jack	asked	her	to	give	him	a	chance,	took	her	on	a	date,	and	she	just	accepted.	That’s	how	things	work	in	real	life.“Have	you	ever	considered	that	maybe	you’re	already	the	way	I	want	you	to	be?	That	maybe	there	are	no	signals	because	nothing	needs	to	be	changed?”I	loved	that	Jack	always
comforted	her,	believed	in	her,	and	made	sure	she	was	comfortable	with	everything.	He	even	cared	for	her	diabetes,	he	bought	her	snacks,	learned	how	she	takes	her	insulin,	and	tried	to	understand	everything	about	it.	Can	someone	tell	me	if	I	can	buy	myself	a	Jack	from	Amazon?	I	loved	that	Elsie	tried	to	be	herself	with	Jack.	Their	relationship	was



so	wholesome	and	comforting.	The	way	Jack	watched	all	the	Twilight	movies	with	her,	even	though	he	kind	of	didn’t	like	them—just	because	she	loved	them.	They	are	so	adorable	and	perfect.	I	love	them	so	much.“There	is	no	universe	in	which	I’m	going	to	let	you	go.	I	want	to	be	with	you,	on	you,	every	second	of	every	day.”I	know	that	the	smut	in
Ali’s	books	is	weird	and	all,	but	in	this,	it	felt	normal	and	real.	The	whole	trial-and-error	thing,	and	Jack	asking	Elsie	and	reassuring	her	about	intimacy,	was	just	amazing	and	sweet	because	he	knew	Elsie	wasn’t	entirely	comfortable	with	sex.“In	my	fantasies,	you	allow	me	to	keep	an	eye	on	you.”	I	feel	his	lips	at	my	temple.	“And	when	I	really	let	go,	I
imagine	that	you	let	me	take	care	of	you,	too.”It	does	sound	outlandish.	“Why?”“Because	in	my	head,	no	one	has	done	it	before.”I	love,	love,	love	the	Twilight	references	and	the	AdamOlive	cameo!	I	missed	them	so	much.	I	love	how	sweet	George	was,	and	Cece	and	Elsie’s	friendship	was	everything.	Cece	is	such	an	icon.The	ending	was	perfect.	I	know
there	was	a	third-act	breakup,	but	for	the	first	time,	I	really	didn’t	mind	it	that	much.	It	was	reasonable,	and	I	liked	that	Elsie	took	time	to	work	through	her	feelings	before	accepting	Jack	and	their	future.	All	in	all,	I	loved	the	book,	and	I	loved	Jack	and	Elsie.2023-books	contemporary-romance	favourite-women-who-rule-my-heart	July	29,	2024	“I	want
you	to	know,I’m	a	mirrorball,	I	can	change	everything	about	me	to	fit	in”		⋆꙳•͙̩̩❅*̩̩‧͙͙	‧͙*̩̩❆͙	͙͛	˚₊⋆	⋆꙳•͙̩̩❅*̩̩‧͙͙	‧͙*̩̩❆͙	͙͛	˚₊⋆	⋆꙳•͙̩̩❅*̩̩‧͙͙	‧͙*̩̩❆͙	͙͛	˚₊⋆	꙳•͙̩̩❅*̩̩͙‧͙	‧͙*̩̩͙❆	͙͛	˚₊⋆	•͙̩̩⋆꙳•͙̩̩❅*̩̩‧͙͙	‧͙*̩̩͙❆	͙͛	˚	rating	:	★	★	★	★	★	​	‧₊˚✧✧˚₊‧	when	people	said	this	book	was	for	the	mirrorball	girlies	they	weren’t	lying	​‧₊˚✧✧˚₊‧	"I	can	actually	watch	you	do	it.""Do	what?""Analyze	people.	Turn	yourself	on	and
off.""You	know,	Jack,	we	all	interact	differently	with	different	people.	It's	called	code-switching	a	totally	normal	social	skill-""Code-switching	has	nothing	to	do	with	erasing	who	you	are	and	twisting	what's	left	of	you.	i	absolutely	love	this	book.	when	i	tell	you	I’ve	been	in	bed	hugging	this	book	like	my	life	depends	on	it.	(im	not	lying)	i	went	through	so
many	emotions	reading	this;	i	laughed,	got	angry,	and	yes	i	even	cried.	not	because	it	was	sad	but	because	i	related	to	Elsie	so	much.	there	was	a	point	in	my	life	still	kinda	there	where	i	would	sometimes	do	anything	to	please	the	people	around	me	whether	it	be	family,	friends,	or	even	coworkers.	maybe	not	to	the	extent	she	did	but	iykyk	I	find	that
people	like	me	better	if	they	don't	have	to	expend	emotional	energy	on	me.	was	this	book	a	masterpiece?	no,	but	i	did	enjoyed	it	very	much.	my	rating	is	for	me	and	my	enjoyment	throughout	reading	this	book.	it’s	safe	to	say	I’ve	read	most	of	Ali	Hazelwood’s	books	and	yes	they’re	pretty	repetitive,	especially	with	the	main	character’s	descriptions	and
her	books	are	okay	at	best	but	this	one	is	absolutely	my	favorite.ˋ°•*⁀➷	plot:	the	story	follows	Elsie	a	theoretical	physicist	who	is	struggling	to	make	ends	meet	and	has	a	side	job	as	a	fake	girlfriend	for	a	dating	app.	for	the	last	couple	months	she’s	been	hired	by	a	man	name	Greg.	Greg	has	an	older	brother	named	Jack	and	she	sees	him	and	she	thinks
he’s	arrogant	and	she	can’t	seem	to	figure	him	out.	Elsie	has	this	big	job	opportunity	for	a	job	she	desperately	needs/wants	and	is	being	interviewed	for	but	guess	who’s	on	the	hiring	board?	yes,	none	other	than	Jack,	her	clients	brother	who	also	happens	to	be	an	experimental	physicist,	an	academic	rival.	ˋ°•*⁀➷	characters:	⋅˚₊‧	฀฀	‧₊˚	⋅	ELSIE
HANNAWAY	⋅˚₊‧	฀฀	‧₊˚	⋅how	i	wish	i	could	jump	into	this	book	and	give	her	the	biggest	hug	ever.	฀	to	all	my	people	pleaser	girlies	you	will	relate	to	Elsie	so	much.	As	a	people	pleaser,	I	was	primed	to	take	all	sorts	of	constructive	criticism	to	heart.	honestly	all	the	stars	go	to	Elsie	i	loved	her	so	much	฀฀	yall	could	never	make	me	hate	her.	the	struggles
she	faced	with	her	identity	and	masking	herself	every	time	she	interacted	with	someone	just	to	please	that	person	so	they’ll	like	that	version	of	herself.	I	love	how	we	get	insight	into	her	emotional	trauma	beginning	from	her	childhood	i	was	ready	to	fight	her	mom	I	loved	seeing	her	finally	start	to	put	herself	first	and	not	care	what	people	thought.	I
feel	selfishly,	beautifully	happy.	I	just	chose	something	on	my	own,	for	my	own	˖⁺‧₊˚	♡	˚₊‧⁺˖	JONATHAN	SMITH-TURNER	˖⁺‧₊˚	♡	˚₊‧⁺˖	“You	could	be	my	entire	world,	If	you	let	me.".	honestly	who	tf	is	that?	i	only	know	one	guy	here	and	his	name	is	Jack	i	refuse	to	call	him	by	his	government	name	and	why	was	he	blonde??	�	honestly	for	once	I	was
more	in	love	with	the	fmc	than	I	was	the	mmc.	im	not	saying	I	didn’t	enjoy	his	character,	I	did	but	I	loved	the	fmc	more	in	this	book.	sometimes	to	me	he	was	just	there	฀	♂˖⁺‧₊˚♡˚₊‧⁺˖	ELSIE	AND	JACK	˖⁺‧₊˚♡˚₊‧⁺˖	"Have	you	considered	that	maybe	you're	already	the	way	I	want	you	to	be?	That	maybe	there	are	no	signals	because	nothing	needs	to	be
changed?"	I	loved	them	together.	I	love	how	he	saw	through	her	facade	right	away.	Jack	was	so	patient	with	Elsie	and	made	sure	her	needs	where	always	put	first	rather	than	his.	I	will	say	the	romance	in	this	book	wasn’t	really	there	it	centered	more	on	her	and	him	being	there	and	helping	her	but	i	still	loved	it	nonetheless.my	favorite	part	of	their
whole	relationship	is	how	he	would	straight	up	tell	her	he	was	interested	in	her	and	she	would	lose	her	shit	�	like	every	single	time	she	would	be	like	he’s	lying	or	some	other	bizarre	conclusion	other	than	just	believing	him	homegirl	was	stressed	�	"I'm	starting	to	be	partial	to	the	way	you	bypass	all	rational	explanations	for	everything	I	say,	and
dash	straight	to	me	being	an	unhinged	serial	killer."	ˋ°•*⁀➷	random	things	i	loved:	°฀	.	°	.	Adam	and	Olive	cameo	฀฀	I	didn’t	really	care	for	their	book	like	I	did	this	one	but	i	love	when	characters	I’ve	read	about	in	other	books	make	an	appearance.even	Bee	was	mentioned	in	this	book.°฀	.	°	.	like	I’ve	stated	before	in	other	reviews	I	hate	pop	culture
references	but	I	loved	the	twilight	references	here	฀฀°฀	.	°	.	side	characters:	I	loved	all	the	main	side	characters.Cece:	her	roommate	she	was	so	cute	and	i	love	how	she	had	a	pet	hedgehog		and	the	cheese	fight	she	had	with	Elsie	Greg:	the	scene	when	he	was	high	on	happy	gas	and	telling	Elsie	how	Jack	is	infatuated	by	her	and	when	he	was	naked	in
front	of	them	�°฀	.	°	.	weird	take	but	I	loved	the	cheese	obsession	�	because	I	too	love	cheese	lmfaoo	฀฀ˋ°•*⁀➷	final	thoughts:	I’m	convinced	Ali	Hazelwood	had	the	holy	trinity	on	repeat	while	writing	this	book	฀฀	°฀	.	°	.	the	archer	฀°฀	.	°	.	this	is	me	trying	฀°฀	.	°	.	mirrorball		(heavy	on	this	one)—————pre-read:	being	a	mood	reader	is	so	hard
because	this	book	is	calling	to	me	right	now	while	im	already	reading	two	other	books	฀฀฀-2024	4-฀฀	enchanted-to-meet-u	June	16,	2025[Disclaimer:	This	is	such	a	super	long	review	because	only	Hazelwood	manages	to	evoke	the	Anton	Ego	from	Ratatouille	in	a	spirit	of	Goodreads	Reviewer	in	me]After	enduring	a	string	of	disappointments	with
Hazelwood's	previous	novellas	and	how	quick	cash-worthy	her	books	have	been,	I	sworn	off	to	never	pick	up	her	work	again...	because	what	is	the	point	if	it	just	ended	up	with	me	being	critical?	I	read	romance	for	pure	enjoyment,	not	to	be	reproving.	Alas,	as	I	thought	this	book	had	the	nicest	covers	out	of	all,	I'm	just	a	weakling	I	was	enticed	enough
to	start	as	there	was	just	something	about	that	orange	color	cover,	and	I	was	delighted	with	the	prospect	that	this	book	is	not	The	Love	Hypothesis	3.0.	In	the	realm	of	STEM	romance,	Penny	Reid	has	always	been	the	author	I	looked	up	to,	and	I	overlooked	a	fact	that	if	it	is	done	right,	(like	how	I	enjoy	TLH),	Ali	Hazelwood	truly	stands	in	a	league	of
her	own.	I	think	one	of	the	reasons	why	I	did	not	rate	this	lower	despite	some	annoyance	I	have	with	the	character	is	because	Hazelwood	seamlessly	translates	her	STEM	expertise	into	the	narrative.	The	palpable	passion	she	infuses	into	the	characters	resonates,	and	I	find	joy	in	the	lifelike	energy	that	passionate	characters	bring	to	the	story.	I've
highlighted	a	few	recurring	elements	in	Hazelwood's	work	that	have	grated	on	my	nerves	before:	i)	the	unnecessary	emphasis	on	the	male	character's	physique	(or	the	woman	even)ii)	the	mishandling	of	the	miscommunication	trope,	which	feels	like	a	discreditiii)	the	tendency	for	female	characters	to	come	across	as	presumptuous	and	excessively	self-
deprecatingiv)	overuse	of	same	plot	However,	as	I	seamlessly	immersed	myself	in	the	book,	I	had	that	glimmer	of	hope.	It	seemed	Hazelwood	might	be	evolving	—	no	TLH	3.0,	no	relentless	emphasis	on	muscular	heroes,	no	miscommunication	trope.	Perhaps,	just	maybe,	I'm	in	for	a	truly	satisfying	experience...	or	so	I	thought.	The	saying	goes:
Hazelwood	is	going	to	be	Hazelwood,	a	girl	with	a	raccoon	profile	abhorring	on	Hazelwood's	work	going	to	be	a	girl	with	a	raccoon	profile	abhorring	on	Hazelwood's	work.	I	don't	like	being	the	Grinch,	especially	when	so	many	people	seem	to	enjoy	this	author,	so	we'll	start	this	with	some	positive	notes.	While	she	loves	infusing	all	the	tropes	I	despise;
she	can	write.	It	is	always	so	easy	to	get	yourself	lost	and	feel	jittery	when	it	comes	to	her	romance	and	this	book	is	no	exception.	Her	writing	style	may	not	indulge	in	extravagant,	flowery	immersion;	yes,	she	is	no	Sylvia	Plath	or	Jane	Austen	because	Hazelwood	maintains	a	simple	and	straightforward	style.	But	surprisingly,	this	simplicity	doesn't
leave	any	gaps	as	it	feels	as	complete	as	reading	books	with	intricate,	descriptive	prose.The	inclusion	of	emails	at	the	start	of	certain	chapters	is	as	well,	a	delightful	touch;	adding	a	unique	flavor	to	the	book.	If	she	had	a	hypothesis	form	before	in	TLH,	she	showcased	her	creativity	by	using	emails	in	this	one.	It's	not	only	charming	but	also	provides	a
glimpse	into	the	challenges	lecturers	face.	I	can't	help	but	feel	a	twinge	of	guilt	now	having	to	think	of	the	excuses	email	I	used	to	send	mine	lol	(at	least	I	never	asked	for	extension).	Moving	forward	to	our	eye	candy,	dreamy	Dr.	Jonathan	Smith-Turner	who	might	have	just	won	the	battle	of	my	fav	male	character	of	Hazelwood	thus	far.	He	is	smart,
emotionally	intelligent,	and	may	seem	broody	and	intense	at	first	glance	but	is	sweet,	patient,	and	has	Elsie	in	his	best	interest.	He	sees	through	Elsie's	facade,	calling	out	on	her	bullshit,	teaching	her	to	practice	honesty	to	live	the	burden	of	having	to	cater	to	everyone's	expectations	and	literally,	just	someone	you	would	find	yourself	swooning	over.
Now,	things	will	start	to	get	bumpy	here	because	while	I	thought	Hazelwood	had	evolved,	the	little	slips	of	her	old	habit	of	hard-to-die	started	to	get	evident.	It	triggered	a	domino	effect,	as	I	began	to	notice	other	minor	irritations	that	take	away	the	enjoyment	of	reading	this	as	a	whole	and	it	oh	so	petite	Elsie	Hannaway	may	have	to	—	in	fact,	carry
the	burden	all	alone.	It	seems	almost	unwarranted	since	the	book	effectively	explains	Elsie's	character	and	the	roots	of	her	people-pleasing	tendencies.	It's	disheartening	to	harbor	frustration	toward	someone	shouldering	the	weight	of	such	nature	ingrained	from	her	upbringing.	All	her	actions	are	a	result	of	it;	making	her	experiences	universally
accessible	for	many	readers	as	most	of	us	navigated	similar	struggles.	Regardless,	to	a	certain	extent,	Elsie	comes	across	as	manipulative,	and	the	frequent	employment	of	self-deprecating	humor	or	inner	monologues	seems	contrived	and	insincere.	Her	character	leans	toward	being	a	pushover,	making	it	challenging	for	me	to	empathize	or	connect
with	her,	ultimately	creating	a	character	I	find	difficult	to	endure.Bearing	no	false	witness,	Hazelwood	is	also	very	advocate	for	being	the	queen	of	sustainability	for	her	contribution	in	recycling	her	work	pieces	through	and	through.	She	seemed	to	be	obsessed	with	presenting	the	idea	that	being	a	woman	in	STEM	is	a	really	difficult	experience	that
requires	a	knight	in	shining	armor.	Addressing	what	is	true	is	essential;	however,	she	may	choose	to	diverge	and	concentrate	on	writing	empowering	women	in	STEM	fields.	On	contrary,	this	recurrent	motif	presents	her	characters	as	immature	and	far	younger	than	their	true	ages,	which	not	only	reinforces	unfavorable	preconceptions	but	also
undervalues	their	maturity.	It	becomes	noticeable	with	Elsie's	endless	assumptions	and	her	helplessness	in	being	herself.	I	understand	being	presumptuous	while	keeping	your	thoughts	to	yourself,	but	it's	another	thing	to	be	presumptuous	and	jab	it	to	other	people.	We	are	not	writing	YA	characters,	Ms	Hazelwood,	these	people	are	always	pushing	30
yet	have	the	mental	capacity	of	13-year-old	teenagers.	Get	a	grip!	Additionally,	it	feels	like	Hazelwood	is	stuck	being	an	AO3	writer	that	some	of	the	plot	is	not	putting	any	puzzle	to	pieces	and	is	based	on	just	pure	imagination.	I	mean	it's	fiction,	you	don't	necessarily	have	to	be	entirely	believable,	but	maybe	some	consideration	should	be	taken	so	we
could	have	a	seamless	mechanic	of	the	plot.	First	off,	is	this	love,	or	is	this	insta	love?	Once	again,	Hazelwood	ventures	into	the	territory	of	book	tropes	that	irk	me	(she	certainly	knows	how	to	press	those	buttons).	The	chemistry	between	Jack	and	Elsie	didn't	echo	strongly	with	me.	While	Jack	is	such	swoon-worthy,	their	relationship	doesn't	seem	to
have	as	much	emotional	depth.	This	might	be	attributed	to	the	fact	that	their	love	story	doesn't	have	a	solid	foundation;	it	doesn't	gradually	build,	avoiding	the	pitfalls	of	instant	love.	We	barely	witness	their	interactions	before	Elsie	enters	Jack's	direct	orbit	at	MIT.	Jack	calls	out	Elsie's	behavior	regularly,	so	his	strong	longing	based	on	a	few
interactions	doesn't	seem	congruent	with	his	dislike	of	dishonesty	which	she	often	indulges	in.	Make	it	makes	sense??	Consequently,	the	sudden	turn	of	events	feels	unsatisfactory	and	everything	feels	like	it	escalated	too	fast	for	my	liking.	Getting	married?	Sir,	you	had	like	*counting	fingers*	probably	THREE	sex	together,	calm	your	horses.	They	have
not	even	exchanged	the	I	Love	Yous	benchmark.	For	some	reason,	I've	yet	to	grasp	why,	but	Hazelwood's	attempts	at	smut	scenes	have	never	been	gratifying	—	those	two	seem	to	mix	like	oil	and	water.	To	some	extent,	I	probably	do.	Her	portrayal	feels	authentic,	acknowledging	that	real	intimacy	is	not	as	effortless	as	portrayed	in	books	and	movies.
It's	not	always	just	taking	off	clothes,	then	BAAM!	making	babies	However,	the	constant	interjections	of	conversation	or	perhaps	the	excessive	monologues	in	between	hinder	the	emotional	connection	and	keep	it	from	striking	a	deep	chord	at	the	moment	of	intimacy.	If	I	have	to	give	all	the	stars,	it	would	be	for	Jack,	while	Elsie,	or	perhaps	even
Hazelwood	herself,	would	receive	fewer	accolades.	I	feel	like	there	was	a	potential	to	have	me	loving	this	book	but	potential	remains	hollow	without	honing	one's	skills,	and	it's	evident	Hazelwood	isn't	investing	in	that.	After	further	contemplation,	the	recurrent	use	of	similar	main	characters	with	identical	physical	traits	and	the	repetition	of	a	plotline
involving	a	lord	big	muscle	man	3000	pining	for	years	after	a	brief	encounter	with	a	whimsical	and	immature	woman	suggests	a	lack	of	creativity.	It	appears	as	if	Hazelwood	anticipates	the	same	minion	fans	to	appreciate	her	work	without	introducing	refreshing	elements.Heh,	could	not	be	me.	Thank	you,	NEXT!Displaying	1	-	30	of	76,159	reviewsGet
help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.	En	esta	fantástica	comedia	romántica	de	la	autora	de	La	hipótesis	del	amor	y	La	química	del	amor,	que	han	causado	furor	en	TikTok,	dos	físicos	rivales	chocan	en	una	vorágine	de	disputas	académicas	y	relaciones	falsas.Las	múltiples	vidas	de	la	física	teórica	Elsie	Hannaway	han	acabado	atrapándola.	De	día	es
profesora	adjunta.	Se	afana	en	corregir	exámenes	y	enseñar	termodinámica	con	la	esperanza	de,	algún	día,	conseguir	la	titularidad.	De	noche,	complementa	su	inexistente	sueldo	ofreciendo	el	servicio	de	ser	una	novia	falsa,	lo	cual	lleva	a	cabo	con	éxito	gracias	a	sus	habilidades	para	caerle	bien	a	la	gente	y	encarnar	cualquier	versión	de	sí	misma	que
necesite	el	cliente.Lo	cierto	es	que	es	un	trabajo	estupendo...	hasta	que	el	Elsie-verso	que	tanto	le	ha	costado	construir	se	viene	abajo.	Jack	Smith,	el	hermano	arrogante	e	irritantemente	atractivo	de	su	cliente	favorito,	resulta	ser	el	físico	experimentalista	sin	corazón	que	arruinó	la	carrera	de	su	mentor	y	minó	la	reputación	de	los	teóricos	a	nivel
mundial.	Y	ese	mismo	Jack	Smith,	que	es	quien	dirige	el	departamento	de	Física	del	MIT,	se	interpone	ahora	entre	Elsie	y	el	trabajo	de	sus	sueños.Ella	está	dispuesta	a	poner	en	marcha	una	guerra	de	sabotaje	académico,	pero...	¿qué	son	esas	miradas	tan	largas	y	penetrantes?	¿Cómo	es	que,	cuando	está	con	él,	no	tiene	que	ser	una	versión	diferente
de	sí	misma?	¿Caer	en	la	órbita	de	un	experimentalista	conseguirá	que,	por	fin,	ponga	en	práctica	todas	sus	teorías	sobre	el	amor?
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