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Miss	susie	had	a	steamboat	lyrics

Miss	Suzy	had	a	steamboat	with	a	fancy	bell	ringing	(ding,	ding).	But	then	Miss	Suzy	went	to	heaven,	and	the	steamboat	headed	somewhere	else	--	someone	shouted	"Hello	operator,	give	me	number	nine"	and	threatened	to	chop	off	something	if	disconnected.	Behind	the	fridge,	there	was	a	shard	of	glass,	and	Miss	Suzy	sat	on	it,	breaking	her	little
thingamajig.	When	asked	no	more	questions,	she	said	she'd	tell	no	more	fibs.	The	boys	were	in	the	bathroom	zipping	up	their	zip-ups,	but	flies	buzzed	around	the	honey	pot	while	birds	chirped	away	in	the	park.	Miss	Suzy	and	her	beau	were	smooching	in	the	dark,	dark	night	--	dark!	dark!	dark	it	was	indeed.	Growing	up,	playground	antics	included
rhyming	games	like	"Miss	Mary	Mack"	and	this	one,	"Miss	Susie	Had	a	Steamboat."	But	what's	the	deal	with	this	rhyme?	What	secrets	does	its	history	hold?	Let's	dive	into	that	now.	This	popular	schoolyard	ditty	has	many	names	--	from	"Hello	Operator"	to	"Miss	Lucy"	--	but	we're	focusing	on	Miss	Suzy	here.	The	magic	of	the	rhyme	is	in	its	cheeky
verses	that	often	sneak	in	a	naughty	word	or	two,	but	then	quickly	shift	gears	with	something	else	that	takes	the	edge	off.	Originally,	kids	used	this	rhyme	while	jumping	rope,	keeping	the	beat	and	rhythm	going	as	they	jumped	along.	Today,	it's	still	used	for	clapping	games	where	hand	claps	keep	time,	sometimes	accompanied	by	secret	hand	signals
like	ringing	an	invisible	bell.	This	rhyme	isn't	alone	--	there	are	others	out	there	like	"Bang	Bang	Rosie"	from	the	U.K.	and	"Bang	Away	Lulu"	from	the	Appalachian	region.	Sometimes	a	woman	with	an	alligator	purse	shows	up,	other	times	it's	Susan	B.	Anthony	or	even	more	quirky	characters.	The	verses	follow	a	specific	pattern	of	A-B-C-B	rhymes,	but
what	makes	them	stand	out	are	the	taboo	terms	and	phrases	that	get	quickly	cut	off	by	the	next	line	--	this	is	called	enjambed	double	entendre.	Because	kids	love	to	be	creative,	there	are	countless	versions	of	this	rhyme	floating	around,	each	with	their	own	unique	twists	and	turns.	Terms	you	might	find	include	"switchboard	operators,"	World	Wars,
and	other	fun	bits.	For	those	who	don't	know,	a	switchboard	operator	used	to	work	the	phones	back	when	everyone	had	landlines.	The	earliest	recorded	version	of	the	rhyme	is	from	vaudeville	in	the	early	20th	century	and	features	a	girl	named	Mary.	Later	versions	popped	up	in	public	schools	as	they	became	more	popular	and	normalized.	As	the
rhyme	gained	traction,	so	did	its	silly	references	--	think	kissing,	boys	in	bathrooms,	bras,	and	fibs.	Given	article	text	here	Miss	Susie	had	a	steamboat	The	steamboat	had	a	bell	Miss	Susie	went	to	heaven	The	steamboat	went	to	$&#/$&	Hello	operator,	Please	give	me	number	nine.	And	if	you	disconnect	me	I’ll	kick	you	from	Behind	the	‘frigerator,
There	lay	a	piece	of	glass	Miss	Susie	sat	upon	it	and	cut	her	little	Ask	me	no	more	questions	I’ll	tell	you	no	more	lies	The	boys	are	in	the	bathroom	Zipping	up	their	Flies	are	in	the	backyard	The	bees	are	in	the	park	Miss	Susie	and	her	boyfriend	Are	kissing	in	the	D-A-R-K	Dark	dark,	dark	D-A-R-K	D-A-R-K	dark	dark	Dark	is	like	a	movie	A	movie’s	like	a
show.	A	show	is	like	a	TV	screen	And	that	is	all	I	know	I	know	I	know	my	mother	I	know	I	know	my	pa	I	know	I	know	my	sister	With	the	forty	acre	bra	Brother's	like	a	sister	A	sister's	like	an	aunt	An	aunt	is	like	a	relative	Who	likes	to	rave	and	rant	I	wish	I	had	a	nickel	I	wish	I	had	a	dime	I	wish	I	had	a	boyfriend	Who	kissed	me	all	the	time	My	Ma	gave
me	a	nickel	My	Pa	gave	me	a	dime	My	Sister	gave	me	a	boyfriend	Who'd	kiss	me	all	the	time	My	Ma	took	back	the	nickel	My	Pa	took	back	the	dime	My	Sister	took	back	her	boyfriend	and	gave	me	Frankenstein	He	made	me	wash	the	dishes	He	made	me	wash	the	floors	He	made	me	wash	his	underwear	So	I	kicked	him	out	the	door	I	kicked	him	over
London	I	kicked	him	over	France	I	kicked	him	to	Hawaii	where	he	learned	to	Hula	dance	My	mother	likes	Godzilla	my	father	likes	King	Kong	My	sister	is	stupid	and	taught	me	this	dumb	song	Hello	operator,	Please	give	me	number	ten	And	if	you	disconnect	me,	I'll	sing	this	song	again	The	classic	children's	song,	with	multiple	versions	showcasing	its
quirky	charm.	Each	iteration	has	a	distinct	twist	on	the	lyrics,	while	maintaining	the	same	whimsical	essence.	Version	1	presents	an	eclectic	mix	of	phrases,	including	steamboats,	operators,	and	kissing	in	the	dark.	It	has	a	carefree	quality	to	it,	with	a	dash	of	playfulness.	Version	2	brings	back	the	steamboat	theme,	this	time	accompanied	by	a	more
nostalgic	tone.	The	inclusion	of	"(Toot!	Toot!)"	adds	a	touch	of	retro	charm,	while	maintaining	the	song's	signature	lightheartedness.	Version	3	offers	a	simpler	rendition	of	the	song,	focusing	on	Mary	and	her	steamboat	adventures.	It	has	a	gentle	quality	to	it,	making	it	appealing	for	younger	listeners.
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