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Navajo	coyote	stories

Coyote	is	a	legendary	figure	in	Native	American	History,	particularly	in	Navajo	folklore.	This	cunning	character,	also	known	as	Mall,	is	considered	a	culture	hero	despite	introducing	negative	aspects	into	life.	In	Navajo	stories,	Coyote	often	travels	with	companions,	including	his	brother	or	family	members,	and	is	sometimes	accompanied	by	the	fox,
which	is	seen	as	a	co-creator	of	Coyote.	The	origins	of	Coyote's	character	are	not	typically	told,	but	some	believe	he	was	born	from	the	moon.	Coyote	plays	a	significant	role	in	Navajo	culture,	often	depicted	as	a	masculine	figure	with	exaggerated	male	genitalia.	His	lust	is	expressed	through	his	desire	for	the	changing	bear	maiden,	which	sometimes
leads	to	incestuous	relationships.	According	to	legend,	Coyote	is	responsible	for	introducing	pleasurable	lovemaking	and	has	a	unique	way	of	satisfying	himself	during	sex.	He	also	has	a	taste	for	menstrual	blood,	which	is	practiced	in	certain	puberty	rites.	As	a	culture	hero,	Coyote	is	believed	to	have	introduced	sufferings	and	work,	as	well	as	being
accountable	for	the	finality	of	death.	In	Navajo	stories,	Coyote	is	often	depicted	as	an	inquisitive	fellow	who	wants	to	do	what	everyone	else	is	doing,	even	if	it	means	getting	into	trouble.	Despite	being	seen	as	a	wily	charlatan	or	unexpected	hero,	Coyote	is	feared	and	respected	as	a	shape	shifter.	The	stories	of	Coyote	have	been	passed	down	through
generations	by	Navajo	elders,	making	him	one	of	the	most	interesting	characters	in	Navajo	folklore.Coyote	stories	have	been	a	cornerstone	of	Navajo	oral	traditions	for	thousands	of	years,	serving	as	both	entertainment	and	moral	guidance	for	generations.	These	tales,	passed	down	through	family	lines,	teach	valuable	lessons	about	the	importance	of
humility,	caution,	and	respecting	cultural	norms.	While	Coyote's	mischievous	nature	often	leads	to	humorous	and	entertaining	stories,	they	also	highlight	the	consequences	of	his	selfishness	and	deceit.	By	listening	to	these	stories,	children	learn	essential	life	skills	from	a	young	age.	It	is	crucial	to	approach	these	tales	with	respect,	acknowledging
their	significance	during	the	winter	season	(October	through	February).	In	Navajo	mythology,	the	coyote	embodies	a	complex	paradox	as	a	trickster,	creator,	and	cultural	hero,	reflecting	the	nuances	of	human	nature	and	the	world's	balance.The	coyote's	abilities	to	transform,	converse	with	animals,	and	traverse	realms	symbolize	its	liminal	essence.
In	Navajo	culture,	encounters	with	coyotes	are	frequently	seen	as	omens,	particularly	harbingers	of	misfortune.	When	a	coyote	crosses	one's	path,	it	is	viewed	as	a	warning	to	change	course	or	reconsider	intentions,	suggesting	the	path	ahead	will	not	lead	to	a	favorable	outcome.	This	perception	reinforces	the	coyote's	role	as	a	disruptive	force	capable
of	altering	life	paths,	prompting	individuals	to	pause,	evaluate,	and	adjust	their	actions.The	coyote	also	has	negative	associations	in	some	Navajo	traditions,	linked	with	witchcraft	and	evil	spirits.	Alongside	owls,	crows,	and	mice,	they	are	believed	to	have	spied	for	these	malevolent	forces,	rendering	them	untrustworthy.	This	negative	association	adds
another	layer	to	the	complex	image	of	the	coyote,	highlighting	its	ambiguous	and	sometimes	perilous	nature.Navajo	Coyote	tales	convey	valuable	moral	lessons	through	his	often-misguided	adventures.	The	coyote	teaches	about	the	dangers	of	greed,	selfishness,	and	disrespect	for	nature	and	others.	These	stories	demonstrate	that	actions	have
consequences	and	that	arrogance	and	deception	rarely	lead	to	positive	results,	shaping	a	moral	compass	within	the	Navajo	community.The	multifaceted	portrayal	of	the	coyote	is	not	contradictory	but	rather	reflects	the	complex	nature	of	life	itself.	Ma'ii's	seemingly	negative	traits	are	balanced	by	his	positive	attributes,	making	him	a	more	realistic	and
relatable	figure	than	a	purely	good	or	bad	entity.	This	complexity	encourages	acceptance	of	both	the	light	and	dark	aspects	of	existence,	acknowledging	that	flaws	and	mistakes	are	necessary	parts	of	human	growth	and	development.FAQs:1.	Is	the	coyote	considered	a	god	in	Navajo	tradition?No,	the	coyote	is	not	considered	a	god	but	a	trickster	spirit
interacting	with	deities	within	the	Navajo	cosmology.2.	What	is	the	significance	of	a	coyote	crossing	your	path	in	Navajo	belief?A	coyote	crossing	one's	path	often	serves	as	a	bad	omen,	a	warning	to	turn	back	or	reconsider	the	current	course	of	action,	suggesting	misfortune	ahead.3.	Are	coyotes	associated	with	witchcraft	in	Navajo	culture?Yes,	in
some	Navajo	beliefs,	coyotes	are	believed	to	spy	for	witches	and	evil	spirits	along	with	other	animals	like	owls,	crows,	and	mice.4.	What	positive	roles	does	the	coyote	play	in	Navajo	mythology?While	often	portrayed	as	a	trickster,	Coyote	is	sometimes	seen	as	a	creator	figure	and	a	bringer	of	change,	albeit	often	accidentally,	serving	as	a	catalyst
initiating	events	that	bring	both	positive	and	negative	consequences.5.	Do	Navajo	coyote	stories	have	specific	lessons	or	teachings?Yes,	these	stories	convey	valuable	moral	lessons	about	the	dangers	of	greed,	selfishness,	disrespect	for	nature	and	others,	and	the	importance	of	humility	and	balance	within	the	Navajo	community.1.	The	coyote	figure	in
Navajo	culture	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol,	teaching	valuable	lessons	about	morality,	nature,	and	human	behavior.2.	While	similar	to	other	Native	American	cultures,	the	specific	interpretation	of	the	coyote	varies	among	tribes,	with	shared	characteristics	like	trickster	nature.3.	In	Navajo	belief,	a	black	coyote	can	represent	mystery,	caution,	or
hidden	aspects	of	oneself,	carrying	both	spiritual	and	practical	significance.4.	Hearing	a	coyote	howl	often	signals	a	call	to	the	pack	or	territorial	warning	but	holds	deeper	spiritual	meaning	tied	to	general	coyote	symbolism.5.	The	term	for	coyote	in	Navajo	is	maii	or	mii,	emphasizing	its	importance	within	the	culture's	stories	and	teachings.6.	Coyotes
are	woven	into	various	aspects	of	Navajo	culture,	with	practical	advice	offered	on	how	to	react	during	encounters,	focusing	on	deterrence	through	appearance	and	distance.7.	A	dead	coyote	can	symbolize	selfishness	and	a	need	for	change,	serving	as	a	cautionary	tale	in	the	context	of	spiritual	growth.8.	The	Navajo	coyote	is	not	always	negative	but
embodies	complexities	and	contradictions,	making	it	a	rich	and	insightful	figure	in	Native	American	folklore.9.	Stories	featuring	coyotes	often	highlight	their	foolishness	or	attempts	to	trick	others,	teaching	lessons	through	unintended	consequences	that	promote	moral	growth	and	respect	for	nature	and	others.You	are	free	to	use	this	material	for	any
purpose,	including	commercial	uses,	as	long	as	you	follow	the	terms	of	the	license.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	comply	with	the	license	terms.	You	must	give	appropriate	credit,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made,	but	you	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner	that	does	not	suggest	the	licensor
endorses	you	or	your	use.	If	you	remix	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original,	without	applying	additional	restrictions.	The	license	does	not	give	you	all	necessary	permissions	for	your	intended	use,	and	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the
material.	In	Navajo	mythology,	Coyote	is	a	complex	figure,	noted	for	his	perversity	and	trickery,	but	also	for	his	beneficent	nature,	particularly	during	the	time	of	emergence	when	he	helped	establish	natural	phenomena.	He	appears	not	only	as	a	trickster	but	also	as	a	helpful	figure,	taking	initiative	in	events	and	blending	hostile	elements	with	positive
ones.	Coyote's	character	is	powerful	due	to	his	"meanness"	directed	by	First	Man	and	Woman,	and	he	is	known	for	employing	trickery	in	games	and	contests.	According	to	Navajo	Chantway	Myths,	Coyote	was	living	when	the	first	persons	were	formed,	and	some	medicine	men	claim	that	witchcraft	originated	with	him,	while	others	believe	it	came	with
First	Man	and	First	Woman.	The	coyote	was	initially	named	ma'i	by	First	Man,	but	he	got	angry	and	refused	the	name,	only	to	be	given	the	additional	name	Atse'hashke',	or	First	Angry,	which	made	him	feel	better	and	happy	to	know	all	happenings	on	earth.October	was	called	Gahnji,	meaning	Half-Winter-and-Half-Summer,	and	its	star	is	Sontso-dohn-
doh-zeedi,	meaning	North-Star-Stands-There.	In	Navajo	mythology,	the	Coyote	claimed	one	month	of	October	as	his	own,	leading	to	the	creation	of	a	prayer	stick	representing	summer	and	winter.From	pg.	45:	"I	understand	you're	upset	with	me	for	my	actions,	but	I'll	take	control	of	the	situation	and	call	forth	rain	when	needed.	And	even	if	you	don't
like	me,	you'll	still	require	my	assistance	for	many	purposes."	From	pg.	91:	Coyote	became	unhappy	with	his	new	name,	First	Angry,	so	he	attempted	to	steal	a	mountain's	name,	leading	The	People	to	rename	him	He	Who	Moves	Everything	That	Grows.	This	temporary	satisfaction	didn't	last,	as	Coyote	began	causing	trouble	again,	seeking	more
responsibilities.	As	a	result,	First	Man	granted	him	control	over	wind,	rain,	and	part	of	childbirth,	which	Coyote	found	satisfactory	for	a	while.Coyote	is	the	cunning	trickster	present	in	many	Native	American	legends.	He	embodies	both	good	and	evil,	bringing	forth	mischief	and	promise	through	his	actions.	This	duality	allows	for	change	to	occur,
breaking	conformity	and	bringing	about	newness.If	you	encounter	Coyote	on	your	path,	it's	believed	that	turning	back	will	avert	potential	danger,	such	as	an	accident	or	harm.	However,	if	you	peacefully	offer	the	first-born	goat	or	lamb	to	Coyote,	he	might	spare	the	rest	in	favor	of	maintaining	order.In	Navajo	mythology,	Mah-ih	(Coyote)	is	a	central
figure,	representing	animal	vitality	and	power.	He	played	a	significant	role	in	the	myth	of	the	Great	Star	Chant,	where	he	separated	Younger	Brother	from	his	family,	leading	to	Younger	Brother's	journey	to	the	sky	and	eventual	rise	as	one	of	the	Holy	People.Throughout	Navajo	mythology,	Mah-ih	brought	fire	to	humans,	stolen	from	the	Fire	God,	and
endangered	the	world	by	stealing	a	child	from	Teoltsodi,	the	water	monster.	His	cunning	nature	often	leads	him	into	trouble,	but	his	power	is	undeniable.Coyote's	creation	myth	is	replete	with	parallels	in	various	cultures.	Like	Prometheus	or	Maui,	he	embodies	cunning	but	also	utility.	His	association	with	Loki	highlights	his	mischievous	yet	helpful
nature.	Interestingly,	he	bears	a	striking	resemblance	to	the	fox	spirit	found	in	Japanese	and	Korean	mythology,	symbolizing	trickery,	chaos,	but	occasionally,	beneficial	assistance	to	humans.In	Navajo	mythology,	Coyote	is	multifaceted,	representing	uninhibited	lust	but	also	gaining	control	and	usefulness	once	transitioning	into	the	present	world	with
rain-giving	powers.	His	role	as	a	frustrator	or	goad	during	the	hero's	training	in	ceremonial	knowledge	is	pivotal.	Mah-ih	can	conquer	the	strong	but	falls	when	vain,	arrogant,	greedy,	or	libidinous.Coyote	often	represents	the	power	of	sex,	especially	its	unmanageable	aspect,	and	his	irrepressible	nature	allows	him	to	be	reborn	unchanged.	As	per	The
Great	Star	Chant	by	Mary	C.	Wheelwright,	he	is	accepted	as	a	symbol	of	different	kinds	of	people	in	the	world,	including	those	known	as	Coyote	People.In	one	myth,	Coyote	requests	dirt	from	the	gods	but	is	refused,	asserting	his	cleverness.	He	finally	receives	some	earth	and	creates	Pagosa	Peak,	a	mountain	shaped	like	his	paws.During	the	gods'
absence	on	a	journey	to	a	cave,	Coyote	creates	various	coyotes	with	distinct	colors	(east,	west,	south,	north)	and	a	dog,	each	with	unique	names	that	reflect	their	association	with	different	parts	of	the	day	or	directions.	He	also	makes	"crazy"	coyotes	and	mad	dogs	whose	bites	would	cause	madness.The	creation	myth	highlights	Coyote's	unpredictable
nature,	simultaneously	displaying	mischief,	rebellion,	wisdom,	and	sometimes	helpfulness	to	humans.In	various	Navajo	creation	myths,	the	figure	of	Coyote	is	portrayed	as	a	shape-shifting	trickster	who	often	causes	chaos	but	also	forces	people	to	adapt	and	thrive	in	a	new	environment.	According	to	the	Navajo	Creation	Myth,	Coyote	takes	some	of	the
last	people	created,	along	with	a	dog,	and	heads	north,	leaving	them	never	to	return.	These	individuals	would	eventually	become	known	as	the	Dinneh-nahoo-lonai	(Eskimo).	Coyote's	actions	have	a	dual	effect,	sparking	both	negative	reactions	like	the	flood	and	ultimately	leading	to	humanity's	rise	into	a	more	complex	world.In	another	account,	Coyote
is	depicted	as	an	uncontrolled	aspect	of	either	the	Sun	or	his	child,	embodying	irresponsibility	and	lack	of	direction.	He	represents	lust	on	earth,	mirroring	the	celestial	being	Sun's	promiscuity.	However,	Coyote	observes	no	rules,	while	the	Sun	takes	responsibility	for	their	children	and	assumes	control	over	his	actions.Coyote	is	also	described	as
having	an	incredible	fund	of	evil	knowledge,	allowing	him	to	interfere	with	people's	affairs	in	various	forms.	His	life	principle	can	be	laid	aside,	making	injuries	to	his	body	only	temporary.	He	is	associated	with	witchcraft,	acting	as	a	werewolf	and	possessing	the	potentiality	for	turning	up	unexpectedly.In	some	stories,	Coyote	is	depicted	as	being	allied
with	the	First	Pair,	serving	as	a	spy	during	their	journey	to	the	Northeast,	where	evil	originates.	First	Woman	warns	that	when	she	thinks	negatively,	something	bad	will	happen,	and	Coyote	will	carry	out	her	thoughts,	leading	to	the	manifestation	of	evils	that	refuse	control.Lastly,	an	account	tells	of	Coyote's	hunger	and	theft	of	young	green	corn	from
Horned	Toad's	patch.	Despite	being	asked	by	Horned	Toad	to	ask	for	his	corn	instead	of	stealing	it,	Coyote	continues	to	beg	until	finally,	he	swallows	Horned	Toad	in	frustration	and	claims	the	cornfield	as	his	own.Coyote	discovered	a	Horned	Toad	inside	his	stomach,	believing	it	was	a	stomach	ache	caused	by	young	green	corn.	However,	when	the
toad	made	a	loud	hissing	noise,	Coyote	woke	up	in	fear,	thinking	it	was	a	sign	that	spirits	were	indicating	someone's	impending	death.	The	toad	laughed	and	called	out	for	Coyote,	asking	where	he	was	and	why	he	was	hurting.	Coyote	responded,	telling	the	toad	he	had	eaten	the	young	corn	and	wanted	him	to	stop	causing	pain.	The	toad	continued	to
ask	questions,	insisting	on	knowing	his	location	until	Coyote	finally	relented,	revealing	that	he	was	inside	Coyote's	bowels.	However,	the	toad	refused	to	leave,	leading	Coyote	to	feel	choked	and	nearly	suffocated.	Eventually,	the	toad	cut	a	cross	in	Coyote's	heart,	causing	him	to	jump	into	the	air	and	die.	The	toad	then	exited	through	Coyote's	anus	and
returned	to	its	field	work.
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