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Thyrse english

A thyrse is a type of dense flower cluster found in certain plants like lilacs and horse chestnuts. It's characterized by a racemose main axis and determinate lateral branches that end in cymes. The term "thyrse" comes from the Latin word "thyrsus," which also refers to a thyrsoid or having a thyrse-like structure. Thyrses are often found in plants that
produce showy flowers, like lilacs and grapevines. The main axis of a thyrse is indeterminate, meaning it continues to grow and branch out as the plant matures. In contrast, the lateral branches are determinate, with a fixed number of flowering stems. The term "thyrse" has been used in botanical and literary contexts throughout history. In ancient
Greek, the word "00poog" (thursos) referred to a thyrsoid or having a thyrse-like structure. The concept of a thyrse has also been explored in literature, with authors like Dr. Evans using it as a metaphor for individuality and conformity. The thyrse is a type of inflorescence that resembles a panicle but is more compact and has an obscured main axis. It
was first described by Benjamin Smith Barton in his book "Elements of Botany" in 1804. In the thyrse, the middle stalks are longer and extend horizontally, while the upper and lower stalks are shorter and rise vertically. This type of inflorescence is found in plants such as the lilac, which has a thyrse that resembles a raceme or panicle. The number of

spikelets in a thyrse can vary from one to 70, depending on the plant genus. For example, some genera have only one to three spikelets per inflorescence, while others have up to 70 spikelets. The word "thyrse" is derived from Latin and has been borrowed into Middle English from Old French. It was also used in medieval times to refer to a staff with
conical ornament, known as a thyrsus. In modern English, the thyrse refers to a compact branching inflorescence, such as that found in lilacs, where the main axis is indeterminate and the lateral axes are determinate.
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