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Hilo Town's Hidden Gem on Hawaii's Big Island --- The East side of the Big Island is home to Hilo town, undoubtedly its most notable location. As the island's largest city (and second-largest in the state), Hilo boasts a lush atmosphere with numerous orchid gardens, interesting parks like Liliu'okalani Garden, museums, and various other attractions.
The city borders a beautiful bay, providing a cooling effect from sea breezes and tradewind showers. Despite its serene appearance today, Hilo has faced significant challenges in the past. On April Fool's Day 1946, a devastating tsunami swept through the city, claiming 159 lives and destroying over 1,300 homes. The area was hit again on May 19,
1960, resulting in 61 more fatalities. Today, the Tsunami Museum serves as a poignant reminder of these tragedies. Hilo has evolved into a thriving historical center for both residents and visitors alike on the island's East side. Its business district has undergone substantial renovations in recent years, making it a popular destination for tourists. The
town hosts a weekly farmers' market offering an array of produce, tropical flowers, and souvenirs. Hilo is also famous for its fish market, attracting chefs and retailers each morning. The Merrie Monarch festival held annually in April and the 'Olympics' of Hula competition worldwide are significant events hosted by Hilo town. Strategically located at
the 'back door' to the island's central part, Hilo offers easy access to Saddle Road, Mauna Kea's summit, and Mauna Loa. Natural attractions within Hilo include Rainbow Falls State Park and Wailuku River State Park, featuring the Boiling Pots area and Pe'epe'e Falls. These parks are located on the same river, just a few miles apart from one another,
offering a glimpse into Hilo's natural beauty. The scenic vistas of Hilo Bay are best captured from the edge of Liliuokalani Gardens. As the warm sun dances across the calm waters, palm trees gently sway in the breeze, and Mauna Loa's slopes fade into clouds on the horizon. Lili'uokalani Park, a tribute to Hawaii's last queen, boasts an impeccably
manicured Japanese landscape surrounded by majestic banyan trees. Visitors can stroll over arched stone bridges and pause in pagodas overlooking the bay. Behind the Lyman House Memorial Museum lies a treasure trove of galleries showcasing the islands' natural and cultural history. Exhibits include mineral and seashell collections, recreations of
island habitats, and a simulated lava tube. Displays also feature ancient Hawaiian tools, cookware, and games, as well as the craftsmanship that went into creating intricate royal leis. Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii is an astronomical wonder where the past meets the cosmos. Its three domes represent volcanic mountains Mauna Kea, Mauna Loa,
and Hualalai. The state-of-the-art planetarium offers a breathtaking 22-minute journey through "Mauankea: Between Earth and Sky." Rainbow Falls State Park is a serene oasis along the Wailuku River path, boasting a majestic waterfall that's most stunning early in the morning when a rainbow appears across its waters. A short path to the left
provides an unobstructed view from atop Rainbow Falls. For those seeking beach adventures, Hilo offers several hidden gems like Onekahakaha Beach Park and Leleiwi Beach Park, perfect for snorkeling, picnicking, or simply enjoying the sun-kissed shores with family in tow. Explore unfamiliar destinations with tailored maps featuring a satellite
view, interactive search filtering, and printable PDFs. Click the icon to zoom into the inner workings of Hilo, or download the map for offline access during travel. Directions are also available for those seeking a specific route. Additionally, you can filter results by category, such as restaurants, to create a personalized list. The search box allows you to

find other places of interest. Recommended hotels and restaurants, along with activities in Hilo, await discovery.



