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Walgreens	Introduces	30-Minute	Pharmacist	Lunch	Break,	Amidst	Concerns	About	Staff	Safety	and	Customer	Impact	The	company	recently	announced	its	plan	to	implement	a	30-minute	pharmacist	lunch	break,	effective	as	of	June	25th	and	throughout	the	summer.	This	change	aims	to	improve	employee	work-life	balance	and	reduce	burnout	among
pharmacists.	Under	the	new	policy,	every	pharmacist	will	be	entitled	to	a	30-minute	meal	break,	with	select	pharmacies	remaining	open	during	this	time.	Technicians	and	other	pharmacy	staff	will	conduct	limited	tasks,	such	as	selling	prescriptions	in	ready	status	or	accepting	dropped-off	scripts.	However,	some	have	expressed	concerns	about	the
impact	on	customer	service,	particularly	for	illiterate	customers	who	may	struggle	to	read	signs	and	wait	for	extended	periods.	A	former	manager	shared	their	experience	with	a	slow	pilot	store	setup,	where	technicians	were	subjected	to	verbal	abuse	and	threats	while	handling	mandatory	consult	scripts	during	pharmacist	breaks.	The	introduction	of
this	policy	has	sparked	debates	among	pharmacists,	with	some	praising	the	move	as	a	necessary	step	towards	employee	well-being.	Others	worry	about	the	potential	effects	on	customer	satisfaction	and	the	ability	of	pharmacies	to	remain	open	for	extended	hours.	###	I'm	surprised	there	isn't	more	discussion	around	this	new	chain-wide	policy	from
Walgreens.	As	someone	who	typically	takes	their	lunch	break	every	day,	it	doesn't	affect	me	directly,	but	I	can	see	how	it	might	cause	chaos	for	stores	that	struggle	to	keep	up.	The	policy	requires	front-end	employees	to	assist	with	cleaning	and	putting	out	fires	during	their	breaks,	which	could	lead	to	some	pharmacies	experiencing	workflow	issues.
It's	concerning	that	my	store's	front-end	team	has	a	history	of	not	following	protocol,	so	this	new	policy	might	exacerbate	existing	problems.	I'm	unsure	what	they	expect	us	to	do	about	the	PM	shift	overlap,	as	it	seems	like	there	will	be	limited	time	for	relaxation	during	breaks.	The	evening	shift	in	particular	seems	like	it'll	take	the	brunt	of	the
workload,	with	no	breaks	and	having	to	clean	up	after	the	morning	shift.	It's	understandable	that	Walgreens	wants	to	avoid	shutting	down	the	pharmacy	for	lunch	breaks	due	to	Ohio's	regulations	requiring	a	pharmacist	to	be	"in	charge"	at	all	times.	By	keeping	the	pharmacist	on	site,	they	can	ensure	the	store	remains	operational	without	having	to
close	during	lunch.	####	When	two	pharmacists	are	working,	they	usually	just	swap	breaks	without	closing	the	pharmacy.	The	state's	regulations	determine	whether	pharmacies	can	close	for	lunch	or	not.	It	seems	most	stores	will	be	shutting	down	during	this	time,	but	I	need	to	double-check	the	list.	Chains	like	Walgreens	might	try	to	stay	open,	but
that	would	mean	sacrificing	evening	shifts	and	extending	cleaning	duties.	The	real	question	is	how	responsible	pharmacists	will	handle	this	change,	making	sure	their	store	is	in	good	condition	before	closing.	If	they	don't	take	care	of	things	upfront,	struggling	stores	will	only	get	worse.	It's	frustrating	to	see	the	public	not	understanding	why	humans
need	breaks,	especially	in	2020.	I'm	curious	about	people's	attitudes	towards	standard	breaks	for	other	professions	too.	Pharmacists	need	to	be	aware	that	if	they	leave	during	lunch,	the	pharmacy	might	have	to	close	temporarily.	If	it's	unpaid	time	off,	their	manager	might	want	them	to	stay	in	the	building	and	keep	working.	However,	this	would	mean
leaving	a	closed	pharmacy	open	for	customers	who	want	to	shop	during	their	break.	You're	not	even	considering	the	possibility	of	staying	open	during	lunch?	That's	a	major	reason	why	I've	managed	to	stay	in	the	game	so	long.	It	seems	like	you	think	pharmacists	have	control	over	whether	they	can	leave	the	building	or	not,	but	that's	just	not	how	it
works.	Walgreens	has	rules	in	place	for	Ohio	that	say	employees	must	stay	inside	during	breaks,	which	means	stores	will	remain	open	as	long	as	the	pharmacist	is	still	on	duty.	Each	pharmacist	should	be	able	to	take	a	30-minute	break	without	any	interruptions,	and	they	should	be	allowed	to	leave	the	facility	to	grab	some	food	during	their	shift.	That's
my	stance,	and	I've	already	brought	it	up	with	the	Ohio	board	of	pharmacy	-	if	I	don't	get	a	satisfactory	response,	I'll	take	it	to	the	state	legislature.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	this	is	about	Walgreens	trying	to	cut	costs	by	finding	ways	to	reduce	pharmacist	budgets.	As	an	employee,	I'm	okay	with	it	because	it	ensures	I	get	a	meal,	even	during	busy	periods
like	flu	season.	My	concern	is	that	some	pharmacists	might	work	during	their	break	just	to	catch	up	on	tasks,	but	that's	not	a	good	use	of	their	time.	You're	acting	as	if	the	pharmacist	has	control	over	whether	they	can	leave	or	not,	but	Walgreens	has	rules	in	place	for	Ohio.	Stores	will	remain	open	as	long	as	the	pharmacist	is	still	on	duty.	It	seems	like
you're	confusing	things	-	some	states	are	closed	during	lunch	so	pharmacists	can	leave,	while	others	have	different	policies.	I'm	looking	at	a	list	of	closed	states	right	now,	and	it's	clear	that	most	of	the	Midwest	is	following	this	rule.	If	you	want	to	stay	open	during	lunch,	you'll	essentially	be	an	open	pharmacy	for	customers.	If	you're	a	closed
pharmacy,	though,	take	advantage	of	your	30-minute	break	-	it's	essential	for	your	well-being	in	the	long	run.	Don't	even	think	about	staying	open;	that's	a	huge	reason	why	I've	been	able	to	keep	going	so	long.	Ohio	is	closed	during	lunch,	which	means	pharmacists	can	leave.	This	isn't	just	my	opinion	-	I'm	literally	looking	at	the	list	of	closed	states
right	now.	Most	of	the	Midwest	has	adopted	this	policy.	If	you're	still	confused,	go	look	it	up	on	Twitter	and	see	all	the	people	complaining	about	pharmacists	taking	breaks.	If	they	want	you	to	stay	inside,	then	your	pharmacy	is	essentially	open	for	business	during	lunch.	You	can	leave	if	you're	a	closed	pharmacy	-	take	advantage	of	that	30-minute
break	and	your	body	will	thank	you	later	in	your	career.	Don't	even	think	about	staying	open;	it's	a	huge	reason	why	I'm	still	going	strong.	Some	states	are	closed	during	lunch,	which	means	pharmacists	can	leave	to	grab	food	or	relax.	This	isn't	just	my	opinion	-	I'm	literally	looking	at	the	list	of	closed	states	right	now.	Most	of	the	Midwest	has	adopted
this	policy.	If	you're	wondering	what	it	means	for	your	pharmacy,	talk	to	your	pharmacist	or	supervisor	for	more	information.	Note:	The	text	has	been	paraphrased	and	condensed	to	maintain	its	original	meaning	while	adhering	to	the	requested	format.	I'll	look	into	it	for	you.	Many	people	are	asking	why	can't	we	leave	the	facility	for	lunch,	but	no
one's	suggesting	that	we	prepare	our	own	lunches	or	use	delivery	services.	I	personally	don't	want	to	waste	my	30-minute	break	driving	and	waiting	in	line	for	food.	You're	free	to	leave	if	you'd	like;	just	be	aware	that	the	gate	will	close.	Not	all	stores	are	subject	to	this	policy,	so	it's	best	to	check	with	your	supervisor	for	more	information.	Or,	feel	free
to	reach	out	to	me	directly.	This	conversation	has	been	enlightening,	giving	me	insight	into	why	my	store	is	always	disorganized	when	I'm	on	PTO.	This	information	has	been	available	on	our	internal	platform	for	10	days,	and	you've	responded	to	this	question	multiple	times	without	the	pharmacist	in	question	showing	any	understanding	of	it.	As	for
your	question	about	pharmacists	having	a	say	in	things,	my	entire	district	has	essentially	lost	its	autonomy	due	to	misaligned	management	priorities.	Our	district	managers	have	aligned	themselves	with	store	managers,	undermining	initiatives	like	Code	Green	that	were	designed	to	improve	our	workflow	and	customer	experience.	It's	puzzling	that
they're	not	enforcing	these	protocols,	especially	considering	the	pharmacist	district	manager	was	replaced	by	an	HCS	position	four	years	ago.	If	you	don't	stand	up	for	your	rights,	it's	likely	we'll	continue	to	be	undervalued	and	overworked.	If	the	company	isn't	offering	paid	lunch	breaks,	I	recommend	taking	a	firm	stance:	lower	the	gates,	put	up	a
sign,	and	leave	the	facility	if	you	feel	it's	necessary.	Having	a	technician	ring	out	while	others	are	in	the	back	can	lead	to	problems.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see	how	much	payroll	they	save	from	this	initiative.	omg	u	guys	r	lucky	in	cali	gettin	a	half	hour	lunch	AND	TWO	15	minute	breaks	EVERYONE	takes	'em	i	guess	workin	here	too	long	nebraska	boy
lol	hows	thats	not	a	federal	law??	class	action	lawsuits	galore	here	weve	been	part	of	em	tehee	btw	what	happens	at	cvs?	feel	bad	for	pharmacists	they	dont	have	a	voice	whaaat	if	u	outta	meds	fer	da	afternoon	n	wanna	buy	sumthin	at	walgreens	but	dont	no	when	staff	take	break	dont	worry	got	info	on	walgreens	pharmacy	lunch	hours	here	fer	u	not
only	will	i	tell	u	how	to	find	their	times	but	also	show	u	how	to	check	break	times	in	ur	area	walgreens	pharmacists	deal	wit	hundredsa	prescriptions	daily	so	they	get	a	30	minute	uninterrupted	lunch	to	boost	productivity	n	focus	now	lunch	hours	vary	from	store	to	store	dependin	on	location	of	walgreen	pharmacy	generally	takes	lunch	between	1:30
pm	-2	pm	but	can	differ	sometimes	takes	lunch	from	1-1:30	pm	lunch	break	times	determined	by	pharmacys	busyness	n	staff	work	schedule	pharmacists	take	shifts	so	they	dont	close	shop	if	only	one	pharmacist	workin	that	day	on	weekends	weekdays	differ	in	shift	timings	stay	aware	of	store	hours	during	week	n	weekend	here	r	walgreens	pharmacy
lunch	hours:	DaysWalgreens	Pharmacy	lunch	startWalgreens	Pharmacy	lunch	endMonday01:30	PM02:00	PMTuesday01:30	PM02:00	PMWednesday01:30	PM02:00	PMThursday01:30	PM02:00	PMFriday01:30	PM02:00	PMSaturday01:30	PM02:00	PMSunday01:30	PM02:00	PM	call	walgreens	in	advance	to	check	if	they	open	during	lunchtime	fer
medicine	or	prescription	if	staff	adequate	prob	stay	open	visit	another	walgreens	pharmacy	if	no	pharmacists	available	most	walgreen	pharmacists	close	1:30-2	pm	customers	still	shop	groceries	store	but	cant	get	meds	during	that	time	You	should	consider	visiting	Walgreens	before	or	after	lunch	because	the	pharmacy	is	usually	busier	during	these
times.	Regular	working	hours	for	most	Walgreens	pharmacies	are	from	Monday	to	Friday,	8:00	AM	to	8:00	PM,	and	on	Saturdays,	they're	open	from	9:00	AM	to	6:00	PM.	On	Sundays,	many	locations	close	at	5:00	PM.	However,	some	stores	may	have	different	hours,	so	it's	always	best	to	check	before	visiting.	Walgreens	employees	are	now	entitled	to
meal	breaks	to	improve	their	working	conditions.	During	lunch	hours,	they	can	take	a	30-minute	break	to	eat	and	rest.	The	pharmacy	has	a	policy	where	employees	must	take	a	30-minute	meal	break	after	six	hours	of	work.	If	you're	unsure	about	the	pharmacy's	holiday	hours,	it's	recommended	to	call	ahead.	Some	locations	may	have	extended	hours
or	different	schedules	during	holidays	like	Christmas	or	Thanksgiving.	You	can	find	specific	store	hours	by	visiting	Walgreens'	official	website.	Of	the	many	24-hour	Walgreens	stores	near	you,	you	can	easily	find	them	using	Google	Maps	by	searching	"24	hour	Walgreens	near	me."	The	company's	history	began	in	1901	with	just	one	store,	but	today
there	are	nearly	9,300	locations	across	the	country.	More	than	5,200	people	work	at	Walgreens'	headquarters	and	over	230,000	people	work	across	the	US.	Although	pharmacy	is	their	main	focus,	they	also	sell	groceries,	beauty	products,	and	personal	care	items.	The	corporation	is	headquartered	in	Deerfield,	Illinois,	and	operates	a	digital	hub	in
Chicago.	You	can	save	money	on	most	products	at	Walgreens.	However,	hours	may	vary	from	location	to	location;	new	locations	operate	24/7.	For	prescription	acceptance	times,	check	the	specific	store's	schedule.	Additionally,	they	offer	discounts	on	beauty	products,	personal	care	items,	emergency	supplies,	and	pharmaceuticals.	Monthly
sweepstakes	also	give	customers	a	chance	to	win	a	$3,000	cash	prize.	**Rewritten	Text	(Method:	NNES	-	30%	probability,	randomly	selected)**	To	confirm	availability	of	pharmacists,	best	approach	is	contacting	your	local	Walgreens	pharmacy	directly	prior	to	reaching	out	to	main	store	location.	**Note:**	The	original	text	was	very	short,	so	the
paraphrased	text	maintains	a	similar	brevity	while	applying	the	Non-Native	English	Speaker	(NNES)	rewriting	method.	If	you'd	like	me	to	re-rewrite	using	a	different	method	(SE	or	IB),	please	let	me	know!
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