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Paul and Sue Rosenau, a Minnesota couple, were sitting in bed when they realized they had won $180 million in Powerball. It was the fifth anniversary of their granddaughter Makayla's death from Krabbe disease, a rare condition that destroys nerve cells. The couple decided to use their winnings to start a nonprofit foundation, aiming to fund
research and find treatments for Krabbe disease. They dedicated their lives to helping families affected by the condition and used $26.4 million of their winnings to establish the Legacy of Angels Foundation, later renamed the Rosenau Family Research Foundation. Between 2009 and 2016, the foundation provided over $10 million in grants to Krabbe
researchers, leading to advances in treatments. Sue and Paul Rosenau, a loving couple who tragically lost their granddaughter Makayla to Krabbe disease in 2011, have dedicated their lives to finding a cure for this rare condition. In 2016, they won the lottery and used the funds to support research on gene therapy, which showed promising results.
Dr. Maria Escolar, one of Makayla's doctors and researchers at the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh UPMC, led the project. The Rosenaus' foundation has since provided over $6 million in funding for Dr. Escolar's work. The couple has also awarded more than $2.5 million to other disease research through their foundation and personally donated an
additional $10 million to their rural community. Makayla's mom, Stacy Pike, is a board member of the foundation, which is dedicated to improving the quality of life for children with rare disorders. Despite personal struggles, including Sue's diagnosis with stage 3 ovarian cancer and stage 4 uterine cancer in 2016, the couple remained committed to
their mission. Sue passed away in July 2018, but her legacy lives on through the foundation, which was renamed in her memory five years later. The organization continues to work towards finding a cure for Krabbe disease and other rare conditions, using the blueprint left by Sue. Paul and Susan Rosenau's lives were forever changed after their
granddaughter Makayla Lynn Pike passed away in 2003 due to Krabbe Disease, a rare genetic disorder with no known cure. On the fifth anniversary of Makayla's death, they won $180.1 million in the Powerball lottery and decided to use their winnings to establish a non-profit organization, the Rosenau Family Research Foundation. The foundation
aimed to fund research for a cure and provide financial assistance to families affected by Krabbe Disease. Paul and Susan, who believe their lottery win was a direct message from God, have dedicated themselves to finding a cure for the disease that took their granddaughter's life. Since 2009, the foundation has provided over $10 million in grants to
researchers working on new treatments. Despite progress made, there is still no known cure for Krabbe Disease. The foundation also provides medical assistance to children with the condition, including medication to manage symptoms and palliative care. In 2016, a breakthrough in gene therapy offered renewed hope for a cure. Paul and Susan's
dedication to their mission has not wavered, even when faced with personal challenges, including Sue's battle with ovarian cancer. Today, the Rosenau Family Research Foundation continues its quest to improve the quality of life for children affected by rare disorders like Krabbe Disease.



