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Is	it	legal	to	share	pdf	books

Is	it	illegal	to	share	pdf	books.		

Something	went	wrong.	
Wait	a	moment	and	try	again.	Assuming	you	are	in	United	States,	yeppers,	according	to	federal	law	you	are	able	backup	files	you	have	purchased	under	the	"fair	use"	concept.	You	are	allowed	to	make	copies	for	"archival	purposes".	Like	other	people	have	said	other	places	though,	you	should	only	be	using	one	version	of	the	material	at	a	time.	Calibre
basically	does	this	every	time	you	"add	a	book"	to	your	library	(it	actually	creates	a	new	file,	not	move	the	original	one).	This	is	not	legal	advice	though,	and	would	recommend	looking	up	some	more	info	here:	You	can't,	in	general,	know	whether	a	distributor	of	a	work	has	permission	to	distribute,	or	is	a	pirate	site.	
I	verified	that	they	have	posted	an	illegal	copy	of	a	work	that	I	created,	and	I	know	that	I	did	not	grant	permission	to	them	(or	anyone)	to	infringe	my	copyright.	Both	hosting	and	downloading	works	without	permission	is	a	violation	of	copyright	law,	so	both	parties	are	liable.	Downloaders	may	erroneously	rely	on	the	"I	didn't	know!"	defense,	which	in
the	US	carries	no	legal	weight.	Even	so,	if	you	download	my	book,	it	will	probably	cost	me	vastly	more	to	sue	you	for	infringement	than	the	damages	that	I	might	be	awarded	over	your	infringement.	Usually,	copyright	holders	go	after	the	pirate	sites,	and	only	rarely	go	after	particularly	egregious	serial	downloaders.	Scan	this	QR	code	to	download	the
app	now	Or	check	it	out	in	the	app	stores	If	you	want	to	digitize	it	yourself,	you	absolutely	can	under	the	First	Sale	Doctrine,	provided	that	you	own	the	copy	of	the	books.	I	digitize	books,	so	this	actually	wouldn't	be	daunting.	At	this	point,	however,	I	haven't	started	digitizing	personal	books	yet.	Yet.	I	use	free,	open	source	tools	to	process	ebooks	from
digitized	books:	Homer	(sorts	pages	and	performs	OCR),	ScanTailor(included	w/	Homer),	Sigil	(for	editing	the	epub),	Calibre	(for	converting	to	mobi	and	other	formats).	If	it	is	a	print	copy	you	don't	care	much	about,	you	can	cut	off	the	spine,	use	a	flatbed	scanner	to	create	tifs.	If	there	is	a	library	or	copy	center	with	fast	feed	scanners,	this	can	be
done	in	pretty	short	order.	If	the	book	is	precious	to	you,	you	need	a	rig,	which	can	be	as	simple	as	a	cardboard	box	(see	the	Homer	website)	and	a	camera.	Overkill?	

For	some,	but	not	if	you	get	the	skills	under	your	belt.	
Fun?	

That	depends	on	the	quality	of	the	OCR.	:-)	That	said,	you	can	also	check	with	the	publisher.	

Smaller	publishers	offer	discounted	prices	on	ebooks	if	you	own	the	print	copy.	If	you	want	a	digital	copy	for	the	short	term,	check	your	local	library	and	see	if	they	offer	it.	Among	the	things	to	consider	before	you	scan	any	book,	you	need	to	consider	the	legal	aspect	of	book	scanning,	and	what	you	can	and	cannot	do	in	the	eyes	of	the	copyright	law.	In
this	article	we’ll	discuss	when	and	how	it	is	legal	to	digitize	books.		*The	information	contained	in	this	site	is	provided	for	informational	purposes	only,	and	should	not	be	construed	as	legal	advice	on	any	subject	matter.	Is	scanning	books	legal	in	the	US?	The	truth	is,	whether	scanning	a	book	is	legal	in	the	US	depends	entirely	on	what	you	intend	to	do
with	the	digitized	copy…	As	a	general	rule,	reproducing	a	copyrighted	book	was	always	considered	illegal.	However,	things	turned	around	dramatically	in	2015,	when	Google	went	to	the	US	Court	of	Appeals	regarding	their	book	scanning	project	(an	effort	to	compile	a	digital	library).	They	made	history,	making	it	legal	to	scan	books	even	if	you	don’t
own	the	copyright.	It’s	important	to	note,	however,	that	in	Google’s	book	scanning	project,	only	restricted	snippets	of	the	work	were	shown,	and	all	written	work	was	attributed	to	the	owner	of	the	copyright.Thus,	it’s	perfectly	legal	for	you	to	scan	a	book	for	personal	use	and	fair	use,	in	the	US,	and	even	to	give	a	copy	to	a	friend.	Fair	use	covers
socially	beneficial	uses,	such	as	for	teaching.But	that’s	not	the	full	story	here,	because	copyright	law	is	still	a	very	real	concern	and	there	are	still	some	strict	rules	and	regulations	in	place	that	you	must	be	careful	to	adhere	to	when	scanning	books	and	using	the	digitized	copies.	The	key	thing	to	remember,	however,	is	that	unauthorized	distribution	of
copyrighted	material	is	strictly	prohibited	and	a	violation	of	the	federal	law.	This	covers	pirating	and	the	sharing	of	ebooks	through	peer-to-peer	networks.	What’s	more,	all	creative	content	of	an	ebook	must	be	correctly	attributed	to	the	owner	of	the	copyright.These	laws	are	the	same	across	all	50	states.	Can	I	legally	scan	an	old	book?	Prior	to	the
new	ruling	on	book	scanning	in	2015,	the	rules	were	that	any	works	published	prior	to	1923	that	were	in	the	Public	Domain	were	(and	still	are)	perfectly	legal	to	both	scan	and	redistribute.		Who	owns	the	copyright	over	a	book?	Once	a	book	has	been	published,	the	author	assigns	copyright	to	the	publisher.	It	is	only	when	a	book	is	self-published	that
the	author	keeps	the	copyright.	If	I	bought	the	book,	am	I	allowed	to	Scan	it?	We	did	mention	this	earlier	in	another	FAQ,	but	it	bears	repeating	here.	It	depends	on	what	you	intend	to	do	with	the	digitized	copy.	It’s	perfectly	legal	for	you	to	scan	a	book	for	personal	use	and	fair	use,	in	the	US,	and	even	to	give	a	copy	to	a	friend.	But	unauthorized
distribution	is	illegal.	What	can	I	do	with	a	book	after	I	scan	it?	Once	you	have	scanned	a	book,	you	can	use	it	for	personal	use	and	for	fair	use,	such	as	to	aid	with	your	studies,	or	for	sharing	with	a	small	group	of	friends.However,	you	cannot	make	a	digitized	book	available	on	the	web	unless	you	clear	the	copyright.	Can	I	scan	a	book	for	my
educational	purposes	only?	Scanning	a	book	for	educational	purposes	is	a	great	idea.	
Some	students	do	it	using	their	phone,	a	professional	book	scanner	or	the	book	scanner	in	the	library.	It	is	perfectly	legal	and	should	be	encouraged.	You	can	also	scan	a	book	for	leisure	purposes.	But	what	you	cannot	do	is	redistribute	it	without	permission.	Can	I	scan	a	book	and	present	it	on	a	zoom	call?	As	we	have	already	discussed,	scanning	a
book	for	educational	purposes	is	perfectly	legal.	Thus,	if	you’re	on	a	Zoom	call	and	wish	to	share	the	digitized	book	for	educational	purposes,	then	this	is	permitted.	Can	I	upload	a	book	to	the	internet	after	I	scan	it?	Just	because	internet	giant	Google	has	been	given	permission	to	scan	a	great	many	books	to	create	a	digital	library	does	not	mean	that
the	same	rules	apply	to	everybody	equally.	This	is	difficult	ground,	and	you	need	to	tread	carefully…	The	key	thing	to	remember	here	is	that	unauthorized	distribution	of	copyrighted	material	is	strictly	prohibited	and	a	violation	of	the	federal	law.	This	covers	pirating	and	the	sharing	of	ebooks	through	peer-to-peer	networks.	What’s	more,	all	creative
content	of	an	ebook	must	be	correctly	attributed	to	the	owner	of	the	copyright.	Yes,	there	are	digital	copies	of	books	available	for	free	online,	but	these	are	usually	either	books	that	were	printed	before	1923,	or	books	where	the	copyright	was	cleared	before	the	ebook	was	made	available	online.	So	it’s	probably	not	the	best	idea	(legally)	to	digitize
books	and	upload	them	online.	

How	to	scan	a	book?	Once	you	have	covered	the	legal	part	of	book	scanning	and	decided	to	scan	your	books	you	should	learn	about	the	different	types	of	book	scanners,	the	different	brands,	and	the	different	specifications.	Later	you	should	read	our	guides	about	how	to	scan	books,	how	to	scan	a	book	on	your	phone,		and	how	to	scan	old	books.	Once
you	get	that	covered,	consider	reading	about	book	scanning	software,	book	scanning	phone	apps	and	OCR	for	book	scanning.		If	you	want	to	get	fast	results	with	high	quality	scanning	you	might	also	want	to	consider	a	book	scanning	service	to	do	the	digitization	for	you.	These	services	usually	use	a	professional	automatic	book	scanner	that	has	a	high
quality	camera	and	speed.	The	information	contained	in	this	site	is	provided	for	informational	purposes	only,	and	should	not	be	construed	as	legal	advice	on	any	subject	matter.	Happy	book	scanning!	First,	in	USA	pdfdrive	is	probably	operating	on	the	fringe	of	legality.	

They	scrape	the	internet	for	free	pdf	files	to	make	it	available	in	their	service.	
I	see	several	books	there	which	shouldn't	be	there,	which	means	that	someone	made	an	unauthorized	copy	and	then	put	it	on	their	website.	Then	PDFDRIVE	will	locate	this	copy	and	store	it	until	someone	complains.	PDFDRIVE	will	remove	things	upon	request,	but	of	course,	many	publishers	are	too	busy	to	complain.	The	legal	consequences	may
differ	depending	on	what	country	you	in.	Generally	speaking	though,	the	consequences	are	more	severe	for	people	who	share	or	distribute	copyrighted	material	without	permission.	
If	you	download	it	for	private	use,	you	are	unlikely	to	pay	a	penalty.	I	am	speaking	generally.	
I	would	think	of	it	in	another	way.	
What	is	the	right	thing	to	do?	Is	the	ebook	easily	available	in	your	country?	Is	the	cost	of	trying	to	obtain	a	legal	copy	significantly	higher	than	other	books	produced	in	your	country?	
Also:	what	is	your	status/economic	level?	Generally	if	you	are	a	student	or	teacher,	you	face	fewer	legal	consequences	(if	any).	If	your	monthly	income	is	$500,	and	the	cost	to	buy	a	foreign-produced	book	in	your	country	is	$75,	I	would	consider	that	price	to	be	excessive.	
Academic	textbooks	in	particular	are	expensive	for	people	in	developing	countries	(and	many	of	these	publishers	try	to	discount	their	prices	for	customers	in	that	region).	One	way	to	deal	with	this	ethically	is	to	try	first,	buy	later.	If	you	find	an	unauthorized	copy	of	an	ebook	and	end	up	using	it	a	lot,	perhaps	you	will	feel	a	duty	to	buy	it	later.	Finally,
there's	a	lot	of	free	and	low	cost	ebooks	(and	wikipedia).	While	certain	well-known	books	may	cost	a	lot,	often	there	are	low-cost	books	which	are	equivalent	or	better.	It	just	takes	a	little	more	time	to	find	them.	


