
WELCOME TO
HOLY TRINITY

LIVE STREAMING
AT HOLY TRINITY

MASS | THE 15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 10th 2023

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive
Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in
a Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by
anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace).
We love questions more than quick fixes (paradox); we read the Bible in a way
that honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal handbook. As
Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry (vocation) that
everyone holds.

Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation welcoming all
persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic origin,
gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. We seek an active
commitment to inclusiveness in membership, evangelism, and social
outreach. With a heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to
the arts, we seek to be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved.
Welcome. We’ve been waiting for you. There is a place for you here.

Please be aware that worship this morning is being filmed, photographed, and
live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be
captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have
any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and
in our public relations materials.
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G A T H E R I N G

prelude

At the sound of the bell, we gather quietly.

The altar flowers this morning are given by Susan Hannah
in loving memory of her husband Ed on his birthday.

Sonata in f minor, Opus 65/No. 1
I. Allegro moderato e serioso

As the procession enters the church, the assembly turns to
face the cross, bowing in reverence to the cross as the
procession passes by.

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809=1847)
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processional hymn
#864

“Praise my soul, the king of heaven” LAUDA ANIMA
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greeting
(2 corinthians 13:14)

gloria

All may bow during the response, mirroring the presider.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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prayer of
the day

Let us pray. Silence is kept. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with
your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

The assembly sits.
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WO R D

from the
hebrew
scriptures

Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to
the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn
the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from
their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

Silence is kept.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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psalm 119 A cantor intones the first verse, then the assembly joins to sing.

[Teach me] O Lord, the way | of your statutes,
 and I shall | keep it to the end.

Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
 I shall keep | it with all my heart.

Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
 for | that is my desire.
Incline my heart | to your decrees
 and | not to unjust gain.

Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
 give | me life in your way.
Fulfill your promise | to your servant,

 which is for | those who you.𝑓𝑒𝑎𝑟

Turn away the re- | proach that I dread,

 because your | judgments good.𝑎𝑟𝑒 
Behold, I long for | your commandments;
 by your righteous- | ness enliven me.
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from the
christian
scriptures

gospel
acclamation

Romans 13:8-14

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Silence is kept.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

The choir sings: In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. (2 Cor. 5:19)
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from the
holy gospels

sermon

Matthew 18:15-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The assembly is invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest,
inviting Jesus the Word into your heart, mind, and speech.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member
listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

Silence is kept.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Vicar Ivan Kavoleff

Silence is kept following the sermon. The assembly stands to sing:
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hymn of the day
#470

“Draw us in the spirit’s tether” UNION SEMINARY
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the apostles’
creed
(4th century)

prayers of the
people

prayer for racial
justice

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The assembly kneels or sits to pray.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

The assembly responds to each petition.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Save us, O God, from ourselves, from racism often cloaked in pious words,
from the machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility, from
microaggressions thinly veiled in arrogance, from apologies when they don’t
give way to action, from forgiveness without facing the truth, from
reconciliation without reparation.

Deliver us, O God, from expecting siblings of color
to continue to bear this emotional work, which is not theirs to do.

Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray: Grant us wisdom,
give us courage for the facing of these days, by the power of the Spirit, in the
name of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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the peace
(john 20:19)

M E A L

offertory

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is invited to pass the peace in whatever way is most comfortable to
them. If you, for any reason, wish to avoid physical contact during the peace, please
feel free to cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for a verbal
greeting. Following the peace, the assembly sits.

In addition to giving towards the ministry of Holy Trinity
as the offering plates are being passed, you can
• Scan the QR code to the right
• Venmo @holytrinitynyc
• Visit the live stream table in the back of the church to
give quickly and easily with a credit card, Apple Pay,
Google Pay, or Cash App

Let my love be heard Jake Runestad
(b. 1986)

Angels, where you soar
Up to God’s own light,
Take my own lost bird
On your hearts tonight;
And as grief once more
Mounts to heaven and sings,
Let my love be heard
Whispering in your wings.
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offertory
prayer

the great
thanksgiving

the proper
preface

When all is ready, the presider greets us and calls us to prayer.

Let us pray. Silence is kept. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of
all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider sings: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you. . . and so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn. . .

The assembly may bow for the Sanctus, rising and making the sign of the cross at the
words, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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sanctus
(Isaiah 6:3 and
Matthew 21:9)

eucharistic
prayer

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When
Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the Israelites
were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought
Goliath, the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted
the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he
lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love, he granted the
people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.
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the lord’s prayer
(Matthew 6:9–13)

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen!
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song,
with Francis and all the saints you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for
all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to
the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever, and
let the church say, Amen!
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the invitation
(psalm 34:8)

communion music

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord
is good. Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits until invited forward by an usher.

All are welcome at this table. This is not a Lutheran, Episcopal, or a Roman Catholic
table; it is God’s table and all are invited to receive. The small cups contain either white
wine or red grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are always available, just ask. After
receiving, you may leave your empty cup on the small table near the side aisle.

If you do not yet feel at ease receiving either the bread or the cup, you may receive
only one or the other, trusting that Christ is fully present in only one element. If you do
not wish to receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing, and you may
indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. You may also remain in your seat
during distribution, knowing that this table is prepared for you and will continue to be
open to you when you are ready.

My spirit sang all day Gerald Finzi
(1901-1956)

My spirit sang all day, o my joy.
Nothing my tongue could say, only my joy! My heart an echo caught, o my joy,
And spake, tell me thy thought, hide not thy joy. my eyes gan peer around,
O my joy, what beauty hast thou found?
Shew us thy joy. my jealous ears grew whist;
O my joy, music from heaven is't
Sent for our joy? She also came and heard;
O my joy, what, said she, is this word?
What is thy joy? And I replied, o see, o my joy,
Tis thee, I cried, ‘tis thee: thou art my joy.
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communion hymn
#482

“I come with joy, a child of God” DOVE OF PEACE

prayer after
communion
(Martin Luther)

The assembly stands.

Let us pray.We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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S E N D I N G

final blessing
(1 Thessalonians 5)

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold onto what is good. Return no
one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak. Help the
suffering. Honor everyone. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be
with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.

During the hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross in procession, bowing in
reverence as it passes by, as we physically orient ourselves towards the street and the
world in which we now take the Gospel.
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sending hymn
#731

“Earth and all stars!" EARTH AND ALL STARS
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dismissal

postlude

The Mass is ended.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Sonata in f minor, Opus 65/No. 1 Felix Mendelssohn
IV. Allegro assai vivace

ASSISTING MINISTERS

ALTAR GUILD

LECTOR

USHERS

DIGITAL SACRISTAN

VICAR

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

PASTOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Myrna Payne, Jan Lindemann, and Lori Padua

Gayle & Douglass Seaton

Joe Chappel

Kim Suttell & Molly Stilliens

Tom Barritt

Ivan Kavoleff

Austin Philemon

The Reverend Timothy Weisman

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual
License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PLEASE
REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS

Erin Roben
Dorothy Barritt

Dolores Fernandez
Stephen Shea
José Hernandez
Marie Mutz

Bonnie Minger
John and Blake
Emily Flash

Norman DeGrote
Tim Seboldt
Jennifer
Parker
Barbara

Dick Baumann
Chloe Webster
Stephen Bourne
Paul Kavoleff
Rachel Boccio
Carole Stark
Raphael Ruiz
Diane Kubler

Dee Scholz-Beyer
John Latwinas

If you would like to give
altar flowers in memory

of a loved one or in
commemoration of
an event, email

robby@holytrinitynyc.org

WELCOME
If you are new to Holy Trinity, we are glad you’re here. Whether
you’ve worshiped at Holy Trinity a thousand times or are here today
for the first time, there will always be a place for you here.

Restrooms are located on the lower level.

During the passing of the peace, you may greet those around you
in whatever way is most comfortable to you. If you, for any reason,
wish to avoid physical contact during the peace, you may cross your
arms over your chest to indicate your desire for a verbal greeting.

After Mass, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Community Room
located on the lower level.

Find all our news and announcements in our e-newsletter:

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at tinyurl.com/signupHT. And
reach out to Pastor Tim and let him know you’re here today. His
email is pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org.

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org
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