
Join us for a special podcast episode of LeadershipNOW… 
with Tom Mathews for a rare and insightful look into the remarkable life and career 
of Xuan Nguyen, the dedicated leader of WSB and Executive Chairman of WFG. 
Xuan and Tom are both original co-founders of WFG and their 4 decades together 
transcend mere business success. 

Xuan’s journey serves as a testament to resilience in the face of challenges, a 
catalyst for pioneering positive change, and a compelling illustration of the 
profound impact of education within the landscape of the financial industry. 

Born and raised in Vietnam during the war, Xuan's early life was fraught with 
challenges that are hard for many of us to imagine. His journey from Vietnam to 
America is a testament to resilience, determination, and the relentless pursuit of a 
better life for himself and his family. However, what truly sets Xuan apart is not just 
his ability to overcome obstacles but how he leveraged his experiences to fuel his 
vision for a more educated and financially literate society. 

“You never know what life has in store for you next until you look.” 
-Xuan Nguyen 

Before rising to the top of the financial industry, Xuan served as a social worker, a 
role that grounded him in the reality of everyday struggles faced by individuals and 
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families. He also worked as a security 
guard, in a restaurant and as a sketch 
artist drawing caricatures by the 
Golden Gate Bridge. He had dreams of 
becoming a business owner. One day, 
after considering it 3x, he attended a 
BPM and learned the Rule of 72. This 
experience was pivotal, shaping his 
understanding of the critical need for 
financial education and literacy.  

It was this realization that led to a 
paradigm shift within his organization, 
decades later, transitioning from a 
sales-driven to an education-driven 
model. This shift was not just a 
strategic move; it was a radical  

reimagining of the role of financial  

services in people's lives. 

“The shift to financial education has been the biggest game-changer 
in the history of our team.” 
-Xuan Nguyen 

Xuan's philosophy is simple yet profound: financial literacy should be a goal for 
every person in North America. By focusing on teaching about money, rather than 
just making sales, Xuan and his team have been able to make a substantial impact 
on the financial well-being of countless individuals and families. This education-
driven approach has been the single driving force behind their success, setting 
them apart in the highly competitive financial industry. 

The journey of Xuan Nguyen is a powerful reminder that success is not always a 
straight line. It's filled with ups and downs, challenges, and triumphs. However, it's 
also a story about the power of vision, leadership, and the transformative potential 
of education. By prioritizing financial literacy and education, Xuan has not only 
built a successful company but has also contributed to the greater good, 
empowering people with the knowledge and tools they need to secure their 
financial futures. 



This episode of LeadershipNOW is more than just an interview; it's an inspiration. It 
serves as a call to action for leaders everywhere to think differently about their 
roles and the impact they can have on the world. Xuan Nguyen's journey from 
social worker to executive chairman is a vivid illustration of how visionary 
leadership, rooted in education and empowerment, can change industries and 
improve lives. 

As we learn more about Xuan's remarkable journey, we're reminded that leadership 
is not just about reaching the top; it's about how you get there and the difference 
you make along the way. Let‘s take inspiration from Xuan's story and strive to be 
leaders who not only seek success but also seek to uplift and educate, paving the 
way for a brighter, more financially literate future for everyone you come in contact 
with. 

Head to https://leadershipnow.simplecast.com/ to listen. 
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