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The Chattahoochee River Greenway Study: 
Task 3

SCAPE Landscape Architecture 

Team: Kate Orff , Gena Wirth, Chris Barnes, Nans Voron, 
Jess Guinto, Liz Camu  , Sophie Riedel
Site: Atlanta, GA
 
The Cha  ahoochee RiverLands study area spans a 100-mile 
corridor through the Metro Atlanta Region, from Buford Dam to 
Cha  ahoochee Bend State Park in Coweta County. The study area 
focuses on a one-mile buff er on both sides of the Cha  ahoochee 
River with links to the larger watershed and urban region. The
project area crosses mul  ple jurisdic  onal boundaries, including 
seven coun  es and numerous ci  es and municipali  es. The design 
strategies presented represent an evolving toolkit of methods to 
translate the vision and goals of the Cha  ahoochee Riverlands to 
on-the-ground condi  ons.
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The Chattahoochee River Greenway Study: 
Task 2

SCAPE Landscape Architecture

Team: Kate Orff , Gena Wirth, Chris Barnes, Nans Voron, 
Jess Guinto, Liz Camu  , Sophie Riedel
Site: Atlanta, GA

The Cha  ahoochee River Greenway Study was commissioned by a 
joint Project Management Team consis  ng of the Atlanta Regional 
Commission (ARC), the Trust for Public Land, Cobb County, and 
the City of Atlanta. The Cha  ahoochee River Greenway Study is 
an opportunity to reconsider the region’s rela  onship to the River 
and create a new vision for the River’s future that will raise public 
awareness, improve connec  ons and access, iden  fy poten  al 
areas for protec  on or investment, and build on a legacy of 
ecological conserva  on and protec  on.
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Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail

SCAPE Landscape Architecture

Team: Kate Orff , Gena Wirth, Brad Howe, Nathalie Mitchell
Site: Beacon, NY

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail is a planned 7-mile shared 
use path that will ul  mately connect the City of Beacon with 
the Village of Cold Spring to the south.  The trail will provide a 
mul  -modal connec  on between these communi  es with their 
Metro-North train sta  ons and the great hiking opportuni  es 
in the Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve. The trail will be 
designed for safe and comfortable walking, recrea  onal biking, 
and running.  To the greatest degree possible, the trail will also be 
designed for universal access.
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Larchmont Residence

SCAPE Landscape Architecture 

Team: Kate Orff , Mar  n Harwood, Hannah Davis
Site: Larchmont, NY
 
The Larchmont Residence landscape master plan is a subtle yet 
powerful proposal to reveal and restore the natural hummock 
landscape and create an estate that looks forward as a model of 
ecological stewardship and sustainability.
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One Huron

SCAPE Landscape Architecture 

Team: Kate Orff , Gena Wirth, Tricia Mar  n, Tim Clark
Site: Brooklyn, NY

 
One Huron is a residen  al development project along the East 
River waterfront in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.
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Fluid Occupancies: 
An Adapative Framework to Revitalize the 
Pasig River Waterfront

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Spring 2018

Cri  cs: Rok Oman, Spela Videcnik, David Rubin
Site: Manila, Philippines
Collaborators: Rose Lee, Luisa Pineros-Sanchez
 
A city of extremes, Manila is a megacity at a cri  cal juncture. Since 
the end of World War II, Manila has never truly recovered as the 
“Pearl of the Orient” it once was. Instead, the Pasig River, which 
runs through the heart of the city, has been regarded as a source 
of unsightly pollu  on, damaging fl oods, and an interrup  ve 
physical barrier. Our design proposal rests upon the belief that the 
key to a vibrant future is to turn the river into a resource rather 
than a hindrance to the ci  zens.



Phytoremedia  on
Plan  ng Pale  e
Diagram includes 
na  ve and 
climate-tolerant plant 
species with 
phytoremediatory 
proper  es. The outer 
ring is the rela  ve 
rainfall of each month 
in Manila.
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The Softest Shore: 
A Framework for an Absorbent Landscape 
in the San Francisco Waterfront

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Fall 2017

Cri  cs: James Lord, Roderick Wyllie
Site: Embarcadero, San Francisco, CA
 
The So  est Shore is a project about allowing water into the city. 
Situated in an estuary in the midst of sea level rise, San Francisco’s 
Embarcadero is ripe for radical ways to set the stage for further 
inunda  on, and crea  ng a more absorbent waterfront. The project 
is driven by two thema  c strategies: a vegeta  on gradient from 
trees to salt and fl ood tolerant grasses and fl owering plants, and 
the cut and fi ll of the Embarcadero to accommodate both a more 
li  oral public realm, and the defense against king  des. By allowing 
water to infi ltrate, San Francisco can make strides toward 
becoming a more absorbent city. I propose that instead of building 
walls, we instead begin to appreciate the urban surface that works 
with the gradient of an estuary, and to welcome the public realm 
that is engendered by it.





Low Tide

Mid Tide

High Tide





Plan  ng Pale  e

Landform Typologies

Woody Plants

Betula 
nigra

Cupressus
macrocarba

Platanus
racemosa

Andropogon
gerardii

Carex
stricta

Grindelia 
stricta

Triglochin
mari  ma

Dis  chlis
spicata

Limonium
californicum

Spar  na
foliosa

Salt-Tolerant Vegeta  on (from least to most tolerant to  dal inunda  on)
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Right of Soil: 
A non-hierarchical distributed soil 
improvement network for a resilient Cuba 

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Spring 2017

Cri  cs: Fionn Byrne, Pierre Bélanger
Site: Guantánamo Bay, Cuba
Collaborators: Tami Banh, Kelly Cliff ord, Ran Gu, Ernest 
Haines, Jianshuang Li, Alison Malouf, Nathalie Mitchell, 
Stacy Passmore, Ahran Won, Jing Yan, Liu Yang

 Right of Soil is a projec  ve work in four acts designing a 
non-hierarchical distributed soil improvement network that seeks  
to  build agency for a resilient poli  cal, social future despite 
environmental change and imperial infl uence. The network is 
catalyzed around key points of exchange, and mobilizes external 
inputs to drive their investment into las  ng improvements of the 
soil.  The spa  al prac  ces of cul  va  on, territorialized by plant 
selec  ons, remain decided upon, opera  onalized, and distributed 
by Cuban society at scales appropriate to the desired prac  ce.



Agave fourcryodes
Model of henequen, 
a plant that played a 
role in the Caribbean 
slave trade.



Soil as Womb
A sec  onal 
 meline of the 

life-giving 
proper  es of 
soil.



Dollars to Dirt
Conver  ng 
tourist dollars 
to soil 
improvements 
through coastal 
seaweed 
management.





Metabolism
Installa  on of a 
sec  onal study 
of economic 
and 
ecologic fl ows 
across Cuba. 
Combined, the 
separate 
sec  on 
drawings 
make up the 
topography of 
the en  rety of 
Cuba. 
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Adaptive Ecologies: 
A Phytoremediation Framework for South 
Boston Development

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Fall 2016

Studio Cri  cs: Bradley Cantrell, Sergio Lopez-Piñeiro
Site: Reserve Channel, Boston, MA
Collaborators: Carlos Espinoza

The urban district should be framed by landform that facilitates a 
cleansing of the industrial landscape, and an open system network 
that adapts to growing urban pressures and processes. Given the 
current state of the site: industrial, polluted, private, and 
developing, we propose that landscape is the main framework that 
emerging types of urbanity will emerge from. We propose that 
landform should be the main force that guides phytoremedia  on, 
and will adapt to diff erent urban pressures by evolving its form and 
distribu  on to refl ect the needs of said pressures. Through land, 
we aim to expose people to their agency in fulfi lling a sustainable 
urban system.



PHYTOREMEDIATION POCKET

URBAN RUNOFF

HIGH TIDE

HYDROLOGY

POLLUTED SITE

PHASE 1

PHASE 1

PHASE 1

PHASE 1

PHASE 1

YEAR 0-3

YEAR 1-5

YEAR 5-10

YEAR 10-15

YEAR 15-20

ASSESSMENT

EXCAVATION

LANDFORM CONSTRUCTION

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

LANDFORM  --
> URBAN FA

BRIC

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

EXCAVATION

EXCAVATION

MID TIDE

LOW TIDE

POLLUTED
LAND

REMEDIATING

CLEAN

PHYTOREMEDIATION SITE

CAPPED LANDFORM

LEACHATE COLLECTION POND

Phytoremedia  on Phasing Diagram
5 phase development strategy incorpora  ng
assessment, excava  on, landforming, and urban 
development
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Franklin Park

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Spring 2016

Cri  cs: Jill Desimini, Silvia Benedito, Anita Berrizbei  a
Site: Franklin Park, Boston, MA

Franklin Park was contextualized and analyzed through its 
poten  als rela  ve to spa  al and environmental condi  ons, social 
use, and ecological performance. Inves  ga  ons into the history of 
the park and its clima  c portraits served as prompts to fi nd new 
rela  ons and poten  als of use while taking into considera  on the 
surrounding neighborhood contexts. Then detail was added to the 
overarching design idea developed during the previous sequence 
by zooming into a chosen area.

The project a  empts to reconcile no  ons of beauty, and its role 
towards strengthening the park’s relevance to the community and 
crea  ng spaces of pleasure and calm as an escape from the chaos 
of daily life. The tranquility of the park is heavily informed by the 
rela  onship between both landform and vegeta  on and the 
network of paths and fi elds.





Site 
Model

Detail
Model
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Pasig River: 
A Photo Essay

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Spring 2018

Recipient of the Harvard Asia Center Research Grant

Interested in the state of estuarine ci  es, the generous grant by 
the Harvard Asia Center allowed me to document current social 
and environmental condi  ons of the Pasig River in Manila. The 
following is a photographic transect of the Pasig River taken on a 
ferry. The series of photos is a step towards mobilizing design 
research through drawings, maps and diagrams provoking 
condi  ons of the space. Being physically at the site provided a 
be  er hap  c understanding of the river’s ecological and social 
structures.
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The Cemetery’s Memory As Mirror

Harvard Graduate School of Design - Spring 2017

Instructor: Robert Pietrusko
Collaborators: Omar Carrillo Tinajero and Carol Chiu
Featured: Pla  orm 10 Exhibi  on

As a physical place and a spiritual space, the cemetery fuses the 
symbolic and physical to allow memories forgo  en in other 
loca  ons to survive—o  en silently. The cemetery is both unique 
and ordinary, and it is this paradox, the essence of a heterotopia as 
described by Michel Foucault, that makes the cemetery a 
par  cularly important rhetorical memory space. Just as one can 
hold a very real, physical mirror in hand while looking at the very 
unreal image in the physical mirror, the heterotopia is real and not 
real: the physical heterotopia refl ects an idealiza  on of society. By 
mapping and refl ec  ng distance away from cemeteries (low points 
are cemeteries, ridges are points farthest away from them), the 
model invites viewers to contemplate how the cemetery’s memory 
is like the mirror and its refl ec  on: real because of the physicality 
of the grave yet unreal and easy to distort.






