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Transcript for today’s interview

Reclaiming history and identity: restoring 
tribal names in the national parks (#95)

Jean Latting 0:10  

Hello, everybody. Remember the controversy about Confederate monuments, and 
how they are being taken down all over the country? Well, they are not the only 
national symbol of slavery and Jim Crow, with all the pain and suffering that those 
periods meant for the country -- and still mean.

You’re about to meet Dr. Bonnie McGill, a researcher who has just written a paper 
about places in the national parks that carry the names of men who promoted White 
supremacy, as was common in those times. 

Dr. McGill is an ecologist at the Carnegie National Museum of Natural History, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Hello, everybody. I am totally excited to bring you a topic we all need to know about, 
and the right person to deliver it, because this is the subject of her research. This is 
Bonnie McGill, who is studying and doing something about harmful place names in 
national parks. This is the legacy of the colonial era still affecting us today. 

I want to welcome you, Bonnie, to our platform. And let me tell you all about her. 
She studies in interdisciplinary research and problem solving at the intersection of 
groundwater, climate change, and agriculture. 

So how those fit together -- groundwater, climate change, and agriculture -- right 
then and there, we’re thinking, what does that mean? And how does that get us to 
the national parks? And what’s happening to indigenous cultures around the world? 

Bonnie, this is your website, read that first paragraph and tell us about that.
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Bonnie McGill 2:27  

Okay. I’m Bonnie McGill. I use she/her pronouns. I live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
not far from where I grew up in rural Indiana County, Pennsylvania. I live and work 
on land stolen from Native Americans by European settler colonizers, including my 
ancestors. 

The area now known as Pittsburgh is within the ancestral lands and rivers 
stewarded by the Seneca, Monongahela, Lenape, Shawnee, Wyandot, and Osage 
peoples, for many generations and into today and into the future, I’ll add that.

Jean Latting 3:03  

Wow, thank you. I just wanted everyone to have the benefit of hearing this so they 
can get an understanding of how you place yourself in that historical context, 
and how this informs your work today. So just now the first line of the second 
paragraph.

Bonnie McGill 3:23  

I’m an ecosystem ecologist, science communicator, artist, dog mom, and lifelong 
learner.

Jean Latting 3:31  

Talk about how did you grow up? What happened? What were the pivotal 
moments that got you from wherever you grew up to here?

Bonnie McGill 3:42  

I grew up in a rural area, Western Pennsylvania, we’re coal country, we used to have 
a lot of dairy farming. Dairy farmers have been having a hard time, so not as many 
these days. The fracking boom hit our region, so we’re really pretty defined by 
fossil fuel extraction in our region. 
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Rural America in western PA is mostly White. I graduated with, I think, one Black 
person, in a small class of like 170 people. So pretty culturally similar people. I was 
pretty aware growing up of economic diversity in the world. Particularly like where 
you live, it defined what kind of school, what kind of education you got. 

That was something I thought a lot about; I have cousins who are wealthier and 
went to a fancy school district in Pittsburgh. And so, I was able to really see, wow, 
this is really different. 

So that was one of the first things that I became aware of. And then I started 
traveling in college, I just was, I’m just going to take out loans and do these things 
that I have opportunities to do.

Jean Latting 5:09  

Well, hang on. Hang on. How did you get the bug to travel because I think that’s 
key?

Bonnie McGill 5:16  

I think somehow I knew, probably from TV and movies, that there’s this bigger 
world out there than this little world that I didn’t feel quite at home in. I felt at 
home, but I felt like I needed more. I also had this feeling that doing the traveling 
would be something that would set me up for success later. 

And it seemed like this sort of poverty-wealth continuum where the wealthy kids 
can afford to travel during college. And so, then they get these experiences, and 
then they get fancy jobs later, or go to fancy graduate schools. And so, I was like, I’ll 
just take out another loan, and do these trips and learn how to travel.

Jean Latting 6:10  

You’re saying to me about that something made you realize there was a world out 
there. And you were noticing the disparity, rich kid-poor kid disparities, and that the 
rich kids had the opportunity to go and do things. And so, you wanted that and you 
took out a loan to do it?
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Bonnie McGill 6:35  

Yes.

Jean Latting 6:37  

You wanted it bad enough, or else you were young enough to not know the implications 
of taking out a loan to go travel. 

Bonnie McGill 6:47  

And what that also did was it meant that my parents weren’t, or they couldn’t, pay for 
it as far as taking out a loan, but then they also weren’t paying for it. So, it wasn’t their 
decision whether I should go halfway around the world or not, so it’s kind of a pros and 
cons taking out a loan for it.

Jean Latting 7:07  

Okay. I’m picking up a slightly rebellious spirit. 

Bonnie McGill 7:12 

Yeah. 

Jean Latting 7:13 

Willing to go up against the norm. 

Bonnie McGill 7:17 

Mm-hmm. 

Jean Latting 7:18

Willing to go up against the powers that be.



© Leading Consciously, 2016-2022

Bonnie McGill (#95)
5

Bonnie McGill 7:21 

Mm-hmm.

Jean Latting 7:23

Hungry for something more.

Bonnie McGill 7:25

Yes.

Jean Latting 7:30

How cool is it? Okay, so we’re traveling around the world? 

Bonnie McGill 7:35

Yeah. 

Jean Latting 7:37

How did we end up with national parks?

Bonnie McGill 7:40  

Let me think through that line there. One of my internships in college took me to 
my first national park, which was Glacier National Park, up in northwestern Montana 
bordering Canada. 

And I was like, “Wow!” It was my first time in the Rocky Mountains. And I really got 
to know the place pretty intimately, my job was being out there measuring stuff in 
the river, backpacking with other interns over the summer. So, learning to backpack, 
learning to camp, I didn’t know those things. 
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And so, I really had this experience of wow, these national parks are really special places. 
As an ecologist, they felt like an important part of my identity to see these places where 
early on in my understanding of national parks, these pristine places where we can 
measure and study ecology without the influence of human beings, and that’s the way 
a lot of people think about national parks, right? And you go there to escape politics and 
controversy in history and those kinds of things. 

But through my education, and then, through my PhD, as you said, in the beginning 
when you introduced me, agriculture, groundwater, and climate change, then I got the 
after-grad school David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship, which put me in 
touch with 10 other leading conservation scholars who recently finished their PhD. 

And they’re doing all kinds of things, like native bee conservation, understanding marine 
wildlife and food systems, and protecting ocean seabirds and these kinds of things. And 
I was trying to pretend that I do conservation by working in farmlands. 

Jean Latting 10:01  

I would have been an organic farmer if I had been old enough.

Bonnie McGill 10:04  

Trying to broaden that definition of what is conservation, that we do conservation on 
working lands, not just in National Parks.

Jean Latting 10:15  

Well, hang on, how did you get interested in conservation?

Bonnie McGill 10:19  

In my PhD work, I was studying conservation on farmlands and how that impacts water 
quality and greenhouse gas emissions. And, therefore, climate change. When I finished 
my PhD, I got this fellowship that’s for conservation scientists. 
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And I’d been thinking of myself as an ecologist. And then I was like, I can kind of squeeze 
myself into being a conservation scientist too, because that’s what we’re doing on the 
farmlands. 

You look like you want to say something. Go ahead. 

Jean Latting 11:01  

I’m sitting up here thinking so this is the second time you’ve just redefined yourself.

Bonnie McGill 11:08  

Yeah, sort of.

Jean Latting 11:13  

You just up and decided…I’m getting very colloquial here. You just up and decided, “I 
think I’ll be a conservationist.”

Bonnie McGill 11:24  

And yeah, it was a good fit. It wasn’t much of a stretch at all. 

Jean Latting 11:31  

What made it a good fit?

Bonnie McGill 11:33  

Well, a lot of taxpayer dollars go to support conservation on farmlands.
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Jean Latting 11:43  

I want to know what made it a good fit with you.

Bonnie McGill 11:47  

I think maybe part of what it did was it allowed me to move into being a scientist with a 
little more of an agenda.

Jean Latting 12:07  

A scientist with an agenda.

Bonnie McGill 12:09  

You know, being neutral, being an ecologist, pretty neutral. But with conservation, 
I mean, the whole field, the whole discipline is about protecting nature, saving 
environments, and the people who live there and take care of the land. I think maybe 
that’s why.

Jean Latting 12:31  

That’s fascinating.

Bonnie McGill 12:34  

Well, thanks.

Jean Latting 12:37  

You knew you wanted science and you knew you wanted to contribute to save the 
world, or what, how would you put that?
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Bonnie McGill 12:45  

That’s how a lot of people put it, maybe making the world a little cleaner, a little safer, a 
little more equitable for people and the environment that we rely on.

Jean Latting 13:09  

Yes, exactly. It just warms my heart when I hear people and a lot of folks are saying stuff 
about your generation backwards and forward. And what you’re saying here is that 
combining science with a mission gives you a reason to get up in the morning, and to 
want to share your work.

Bonnie McGill 13:36  

I mean, speaking of generations, I am technically a millennial. So, people can think about 
that, when they’re thinking about listening to what I have to say, I guess. 

But the time that we’re in, of all this change, injustice to people who are experiencing 
climate change and pollution differently based on where they live, what they look like, 
what race they are, where they work, and those kinds of things. 

And so, it’s kind of hard to be in this time and be a scientist and not be taking a stand on 
some of these issues and working towards those solutions.

Jean Latting 14:18  

Take us now to the opportunity to work on landmarks naming in the national parks. 
Take us to the one second before that moment, the point of decision and what 
happened.

Bonnie McGill 14:35  

Right. There we were, that’s how I’d start my story, Jean, there we’re in Grand Teton 
National Park with my fellow David H. Smith conservation research fellows, a group of 
fascinating, brilliant people working in all different areas of conservation. 

We’re in this National Park, and it’s 2018, we have Black Lives Matter, we have 
Confederate statues coming down around the world, we have this inkling that our own 
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discipline is somehow related to those things happening, you know, the statues coming 
down, Black Lives Matter. 

We feel this responsibility to take our privilege, and the power that we have as being 
these prestigious fellows, and our ability to work with data to somehow make visible 
what can seem invisible to a lot of people, not everyone, but maybe like dominant 
society. 

We were like, how can we do that? And someone mentioned the name of some 
places in Yellowstone National Park. And we wondered, you know, there was a Grant, 
something named after Madison, there was a Madison camp, and there’s a Grant 
campsite, we were like, does that mean Dr. Madison Grant, who was a figure in the 
beginnings of national parks, who was also a eugenicist?

Jean Latting 16:14  

Say that word slowly, eugenicist.

Bonnie McGill 16:17  

Eugenicist. 

Jean Latting 16:20  

Define it. Go ahead.

Bonnie McGill 16:23  

That’s someone who supports managing the gene pool of humanity towards usually 
being a White, more White society, who should reproduce and who shouldn’t reproduce 
is kind of what would you say, Jean?

Jean Latting 16:42  

You’re doing a beautiful job. Would you spell it? I’m just trying to decipher, spell it for 
people who’ve never heard it?
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Bonnie McGill 16:50  

Yeah, it’s E-U-G-E-N-I-C, eugenic or eugenics if you add an S. There, if you want to Google 
that. And a lot of prominent figures in the early 1900s in US history were connected. I 
work at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, and Andrew Carnegie gave money to 
eugenics, so, it’s surprising. But then when you learn more about it you’re like, “Oh, a lot 
of people were doing that.” That doesn’t make it okay. 

But so, we were like, is this a coincidence that there’s a Madison Grant thing where they 
named after President Madison and President Grant or Madison Grant? And so, then we 
just were like, “That’s it. place names. They are our Confederate statues.” 

And then just from there, we were just, boom, boom, boom, you know, we were like 
maps, bring all the place names in of national parks, look up, study what the place 
names mean, where they came from. So that’s sort of the birth of this project that you 
invited me here to talk about.

Jean Latting 18:00  

Now, is this your participation in the project or a project itself? Because I looked up a 
bunch of stuff, and it says that there were some Native Americans, a movement that was 
part of this, right. So how does that flow together?

Bonnie McGill 18:18  

We knew that there were different…and as we started looking into place names, we 
were like, other people are doing this. They’ve been doing it for a long time, especially 
Native Americans protesting settler colonizer place names on their land. 

And so, that’s interesting. And how does that connect to our work? And how are we not… 
we don’t want to be doing work for them, speaking for anyone, but how can we use our 
skills to ask, are these cases of where Chief Arvol Looking Horse of the Lakota, Dakota, 
and Nakota nations, he’s really working to change the name of what’s now called Devil’s 
Monument in Wyoming that’s an offensive, derogatory name for indigenous people. 

Usually, when you see “Devil” used on landscape, it’s actually somehow referring in a 
derogatory term to a group of people. So, he’s been working on that for decades. And 
so, we were like, is this just happening in this one-off sort of local cases? Or what if 
we connect all the dots and look at the whole system? What will we see? Are these 
happening all over the country, or is it just in Wyoming, Yellowstone, Devil’s monument? 
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What we found by looking at 16 national parks, which is about 25 percent of the parks, 
over 2000 place names. And what we found is that in each of the parks, there are places 
named after memorializing settler colonizers. You know, “The first person to discover 
this mountain, or live in this valley,” and it’s like they weren’t the first people, there had 
been Native Americans living in the United States, what we call the United States.

Jean Latting 20:30  

You’re saying you were trying to decide what could you contribute uniquely to the 
Native American movement that was going on, and you then looked at the 16 national 
parks. Is that the connection?

Bonnie McGill 20:47  

That was when we thought, what can we do uniquely that’s not displacing others’ work. 
That’s not speaking for a group of people that we are not, but supporting, standing 
in alliance and solidarity with folks. And so, using our privilege and our voices to be in 
solidarity. 

We thought, well, the skills that we have, and the power of our voice as scientists is with 
data. So, what can we count? What can we measure? To help paint a picture for people 
for whom counts and measures are important, we’ll count it and measure it for you.

Jean Latting 21:33  

I love that.

Bonnie McGill 21:35  

What we decided to do is to look at a subset of 16 of the national parks in the United 
States, that’s about 25% of the parks, and take all the place names on their visitor maps, 
you know, when you go to a national park, and they give you that free map. All the place 
names that a visitor might see when they come to a park. 
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And we researched where did this name come from? What does it mean? And then 
we categorized them based on, are they from a European language, or are they from 
a native language like the word itself? Is the name, the name of a person? Who’s that 
person? What did they do? Why do they have a place named after them? 

Is the name a traditional indigenous place name that miraculously made it through the 
settler colonizer period, the dispossession of native peoples from their lands, and with 
all the mapping and making of a national park somehow this powerful name exists? We 
found about 4.8% of the place names were these traditional indigenous place names.

Jean Latting 22:52  

That’s about 5%.

Bonnie McGill 22:55  

Right, about 5%. And so, an example of that would be Denali, which was actually 
restored back to what was formerly called Mount McKinley.

Jean Latting 23:06  

Whoa, wow. Spell Denali.

Bonnie McGill 23:10  

Denali, D-E-N-A-L-I.

Jean Latting 23:14  

Okay, so it was Denali. Then the settlers came and it became Mount McKinley, and then 
recently has been back to being Denali.
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Bonnie McGill 23:24  

Yes, Denali.

Jean Latting 23:25  

Wow. 

Bonnie McGill 23:26  

That’s the tallest mountain in North America. 

Jean Latting 23:29 

Oh, it is?

Bonnie McGill 23:30  

Mm-hmm. It’s in Alaska. And the Athabaskan peoples who live around there, they’ve 
been calling it Denali for about 10,000 years. In 1900-ish when an American was like, “I 
really like this President McKinley, so I want to name this mountain, Mount McKinley.” 
That’s what made it onto our official maps but the local people still called it Denali 
this whole time. And in 2015, President Obama restored the name Denali back to the 
mountain.

Jean Latting 24:09  

I want to ask you something. What’s the movement? What is it that you all are trying to 
achieve? All lands restored to their original names?

Bonnie McGill 24:25  

Well, this is where my scientist with an agenda does reach kind of a limit, right? 
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Jean Latting 24:33  

Yes.

Bonnie McGill 24:35  

What we’re doing with this paper really is saying, here’s the picture of what it is, here’s 
what we have. For people who didn’t see that there was a problem, maybe it helps them 
see that there’s a problem at such a scale.

They can help support people like Secretary Deb Holland, who’s from a member of the 
Laguna Pueblo tribe, with her work to address derogatory place names. She has put in a 
new rule that will remove all place names using the word “squaw” from all federal lands. 
So that’s working through the system right now.

Jean Latting 25:20  

Hang on a minute. She’s the Native American woman that he appointed as Head of 
Department of Interior as I recall. Am I right? 

Bonnie McGill 25:28  

That’s right.

Jean Latting 25:30  

Okay, so you’re talking about this woman, yes, she’s super impressive. Okay. She’s now 
endorsing? restoring? place names?

Bonnie McGill 25:47  

It’s kind of, you can call it reconciling place names, and so, some of it is removing 
derogatory ones.

Jean Latting 26:01  

Okay, first is redoing, so she’s done that. So that’s the word “Squaw.”
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Bonnie McGill 26:05  

Yes.

Jean Latting 26:06  

S-Q-U-A-W. Okay. I’m sorry, I know you’re not supposed to, some people say don’t say it. 

Bonnie McGill 26:12 

Yeah.

Jean Latting 26:13  

It’s like the “N” word.

Bonnie McGill 26:14 

Right.

Jean Latting 26:15  

But we have to say what it is.

Bonnie McGill 26:16  

So people know. And I think to a lot of people, it’s kind of new that it’s officially 
derogatory. But it is.

Jean Latting 26:25  

She’s endorsing that. And as a scientist, you’re saying you’re limited to presenting the 
information?
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Bonnie McGill 26:36  

I mean, I’m not saying what we should do or this is the solution. I feel like, we’re making 
a case to say, changes need to be made, this is part of oppressing people. It’s part of 
reconciling with the harmful history of White settler colonial US history. 

There’s a lot of violence in that history that we don’t talk about, some of these names 
memorialize that violence, and remind Native Americans of genocide. We’re heroicizing 
people responsible for genocide with some of these place names. 

Reconciling with those, in some cases, restoring a traditional indigenous place name in 
other places, applying a new Indigenous place name, right? Because Native American 
cultures are vibrant and alive. And they’re doing new things, just like we’re doing new 
things.

And so, because there can often be multiple groups of Native Americans with a 
traditional connection to a place, there are different languages, they have different 
words, then how do we agree on one place name to put on the map?

Jean Latting 27:47  

Okay. So, it could be a new name, it could be a traditional name, or you could leave it as 
it is. So, what were the options? Those are the three options, correct? 

Bonnie McGill 28:00 

Right. 

Jean Latting 28:06 

Okay, so for people who have never given this a single thought, what’s the harm of 
keeping it where it is, with its names as they are, since this is now the United States of 
America?
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Bonnie McGill 28:28  

Sure. Let’s take a specific example. Let’s take Mountain Doane in Yellowstone National 
Park. It’s named after a Lieutenant Gustavus Doane, who fought in the Civil War. He was 
a part of the US Army. Many Union soldiers, Civil War soldiers, after the Civil War went 
and fought in the Indian wars of the West and clearing the West and forcing Native 
Americans onto reservations violently.

He was someone involved in that, he got his name on a mountain in Yellowstone 
because he was part of one of the surveyor expeditions for the settler colonizers to map 
out Yellowstone. So, they were like, “Ah, we shall name a mountain for you.”

But just a few months prior to that expedition, this Doane fellow was involved in a 
massacre of mostly women and children and older people of Blackfeet Indians, Native 
Americans, in January in Montana. I will spare you the details. 

It’s a very hard memory that’s still with Blackfeet people today. And so, in one of our 
most favorite treasured national parks, Yellowstone National Park, you know, America’s 
best idea, our national parks, we have a mountain that’s a monument, right? A 
mountain, named after a man who slaughtered Native Americans.

Jean Latting 30:23  

I’m imagining, all of a sudden, I got the chills, I’m a descendant of someone who was 
slaughtered, people who were slaughtered at that time. I’m one of the survivors. I’m a 
descendant of that survivor. And I have to go every day to this mountain named for the 
person who did lead the slaughtering. That’s what you’re saying. 

Bonnie McGill 30:52  

Mm-hmm.

Jean Latting 30:53  

That’s horrific.
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Bonnie McGill 30:55  

And, you know, some people say, well, but a visitor sees Mount Doane on the map, and 
they don’t know that, no harm done. It’s kind of like, well, yeah, but the rest of us are sort 
of complicit in perpetuating his story for the people who do look it up. 

And for the people who do know, it can act as a kind of a dog whistle. You know, kind of 
like, “Hey, this stuff is still okay. You can get your name on a mountain.” It’s 2022 and we 
still have places named after that, right? Like, you could see people also seeing it that 
way.

Jean Latting 31:33  

Whoa, let’s dissect that. So, you’re saying, for the people who say, “Well, no harm done,” 
we’re complicit because if somebody goes to look it up they’re going to see glorious 
stuff. And this history won’t be included. They won’t even know the full picture of the 
man that they’re revering?

Bonnie McGill 32:01  

Oh, no, that’s not quite what I’m saying. I’m saying that they’ll see that this person was 
part of the Yellowstone expedition, but also that they slaughtered Blackfeet people.

Jean Latting 32:12  

Oh, it will be in the books?

Bonnie McGill 32:14  

Yeah, you can learn about it. It’s not hidden.

Jean Latting 32:18  

Oh, I thought it was hidden. I’m so used to Hidden History. Oh.



© Leading Consciously, 2016-2022

Bonnie McGill (#95)
20

Bonnie McGill 32:22  

Well, it’s not super, you know, it’s not advertised. But it is there if you look.

Jean Latting 32:27  

And so, they could find out he did it. 

Bonnie McGill 32:30  

They could find out.

Jean Latting 32:31  

And that’s what you meant by the wink. See? 

Bonnie McGill 32:34  

Yeah, the wink, the dog whistle, for people who look for signs that there is White 
supremacy still in charge of the country, they can say, “See?”

Jean Latting 32:50  

There’s the mountain.

Bonnie McGill 32:51  

Just like, you know, a statue of Andrew Jackson, or…I’m trying to think of the President 
of the Confederacy, you know, or that kind of thing. 

Jean Latting 33:07  

You’re saying something, Bonnie, that had not crossed my mind. And I’m sitting 
here thinking, how could I have missed it? The Confederate monuments that are 
coming down, you notice where I went with what you said was the insult to the Native 
Americans. 
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I’m in my role of the insult, right? You’re saying another side of it, which had not 
occurred to me that it’s a dog whistle, it’s telling the descendants of the slaughterers, 
“You’re okay. It’s all okay.”

Bonnie McGill 33:48  

And you don’t even have to be a slaughterer for it to be harmful and supporting white 
supremacy, right? You know, because you could just have been the first rancher on this 
mesa, even though that mesa has maybe thousands of years’ worth of artifacts and 
structures from the ancestors of the modern Pueblo people, it’s named after you, even 
though you just showed up here because we moved those Native Americans out of the 
way. So, your name is on there. 

That’s how easily we can squash a whole people and their history of a place. And so, you 
talked about hidden histories, these place names are part of, well, if you look at a map, 
and you see all these European place names, or even just European language place 
names, history must have started with Europeans arriving because these places, their 
names start with it, there must not have been any places named here.

And that just feeds all these problematic narratives about settler colonialism and 
justifying us being here.

Jean Latting 35:05  

Well, when I think of the implications of us being here, my mind goes fast and one day, 
I might figure out how to do a blog on that. Well, this has been highly informative. And 
I am really, as a citizen of the world, and of this country, I’m really grateful that you’re 
doing this work.

Bonnie McGill 35:30  

Thank you, Jean. Thanks for your interest in it and letting me come on your show. 

Jean Latting 35:35  

Yeah, I’m just a person sitting here in Houston, Texas, and saw your article and got all 
excited. Because I keep looking for the signs, my friends, my colleagues, clients, is there 
any hope? And I say the people exist, it’s out there. We just have to find it, and that’s 
what you represent to me.



© Leading Consciously, 2016-2022

Bonnie McGill (#95)
22

Bonnie McGill 35:58  

Well, that makes me so joyful. And actually, Texas has a lot of cool place name changes 
just in the last year, like 20 places that had the word Negro in their place names. 
Because in the ‘70s, the US board of Geographic Names changed all places that had the 
N word in them to Negro. And now people are wanting to get rid of Negro. 

And so, in Texas, there were like 20 places where the names were changed. And it seems 
like they’re all named after historic African American figures. So now it’s reminding us of 
your history and contributions to society rather than not doing that.

Jean Latting 36:46 

Whoa. You mean places here in Texas went from the N word, to Negro, to now esteemed 
African American people?

Bonnie McGill 36:58  

Yes.

Jean Latting 37:01  

Wow. That’s exciting.

Bonnie McGill 37:03 

It is. 

Jean Latting 37:04 

Things are happening, positive things are happening, despite what we might be 
deluded to believe on the media. 

Bonnie McGill 37:12 

Yes.
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Jean Latting 37:13 

Okay. Thanks, Bonnie. If anybody has questions, how should they contact you?

Bonnie McGill 37:20  

They can find my contact information. I guess we can put it for my website.

Jean Latting 37:28  

Just give us either a website, or whatever you want to give us?

Bonnie McGill 37:34  

My website is Bonniem.weebly.com. That’s W-E-E-B-L-Y.

Jean Latting 37:46  

Okay. And we’ll put it in the notes. But for somebody who wants to write and doesn’t 
want to read, I wanted you to say it. Okay. Are there any concluding thoughts for us?

Bonnie McGill 37:59  

I think, you know, we’re talking in the paper and here about federal place names. But 
there’s a lot of work that can be done locally, to address place names. And that’s really 
an important place and opportunity to learn more about the place you live through 
these place names and see how you can make place names more just in your area.

Jean Latting 38:21  

Okay. All right. Well, thank you kindly.

Bonnie McGill 38:25  

Thank you, Jean.
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Jean Latting 38:26  

Thank you. Bye, bye. 

Bonnie McGill 38:29  

Bye. 

Jean Latting 38:30  

Now, that was fascinating. It wasn’t until Bonnie explained several times the major harm 
of places carrying the names of white supremacists that I finally got it. The harm is the 
wink it gives to those who continue to endorse those attitudes today. 

Here I am, all this time from my history in the segregated south, focusing on the pain I 
felt playing as a child under those monuments. I remember feeling the weight of those 
steel gray testimonials to White men who had been about my ancestor suppression. I 
remember feeling the weight and the contempt they must have felt. I remember how 
that felt. 

I naturally projected that on Native Americans who have to look at some sacred 
mountain and have it referred to by some White ancestor supremacist who wanted their 
very extinction. I’m projecting my feelings onto how that pain might have felt. 

And Bonnie said, okay, that’s important. But what’s more important, is what it says 
to White people. It’s a silent wink, it says these people are worthy of your emulation. 
We immortalize them. They are your role models, they are worthy to be having on 
something named after them. They’re fine. 

I frankly had not thought that through deeply enough. Now I will. Thank you, Dr. Bonnie 
McGill. And thank all of you for listening.
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