PHILOSOPHY OF SPORTS FOR NORTH IDAHO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
The object of our sports program is the same as everything else we do in the school, which is to teach young people to “fear God and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man” (Eccl. 12:13) and “...whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (I Cor 10:31).

We will conduct our sports program consistent with Christian principles. Our young people will be taught that character development is more important than the development of skills; that those who faithfully practice will have the privilege of playing in the game as much as possible.  They will learn that to play and to play well is more important that winning.

They will learn to appreciate and encourage each other as members of the same team, knowing that games and seasons are short, but relationships last a long time.

Our program will be designed to teach our young people that their value as human beings is not based on their performance as athletes but on their relationships to God and His children.

Our desire in all that we do in our sports program will be to think and act as Christians whose values are shaped by God’s word and God’s will, not by the world and it’s values. As we do this, we believe God will honor our commitment and will use our sports activities to help shape the lives and destinies of the young people entrusted to our care.

I. CONDUCT OF PLAYERS
I. Each athlete is expected to maintain a high level of respect for coaches, players, and officials.  Disrespect and unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. It will result in immediate discipline, as outlined below, in accordance with the severity of the infraction.

I. Removal from the game

I. Suspension

I. Apology to the team or individuals involved

I. Discipline will be carried out fairly and consistently without regard to the score of the game, who the player is, or the importance of the game to the team’s position in the league standings.

I. Team membership carries a high level of commitment.  Non-emergency activities, appointments and work schedule should be scheduled so as to not conflict with practices or games. In the event of an unexcused absence from practice or a game, the following procedure will be followed:

I. First incident results in one game suspension

I. Second incident results in another game suspension

I. Third incident can result in removal from the team for the remainder of the season, with no refund of the sports fee. This step will be made at the discretion of the coach in consultation with the athletic director.

I. Players will be expected to be supportive of the coaching staff in public and private.  Players who question a coach’s decision should maintain respect for the coach by first contacting the coach privately, then following the steps in found in Matthew 18.

II. PARTICIPATION
II. The goal of every game is to win, but not at the expense of sportsmanship and participation.

II. Instead of running up the score or fine-tuning the skills of starters, we will seek to work others into the game as much as possible. This participation guideline should be followed except when:

II. A coach feels participation would result in bodily harm, or humiliation to an individual, and/or

II. A coach feels a player has not been giving reasonable amount of effort in practices previous to the game.

III. ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

III. Athletes must maintain a minimum 2.0 grade point average in the following classes:

English, science, social science, math, bible, language, speech, reading and health.  An “f” grade in any subject renders a student ineligible despite the grade point average.
III. This policy is based upon mid-term reports and quarter grades and is not cumulative.

III. The period of ineligibility is set at one quarter.
III. Parents of ineligible students are to be notified immediately upon determination of ineligibility.
III. An ineligible athlete may regain eligibility with probation status if satisfactory academic grades are consistently maintained through the quarter in which the student is ineligible.  The status of those whose eligibility is in question will be reviewed at the mid-quarter and quarter interval.

III. An eligible athlete may lose their eligibility during the quarter if grade point averages are in jeopardy due to poor grades during any quarter or if an “F” average is resulting in any class during the quarter.

III. A student must attend all classes the day of the event to be eligible to participate in that day’s event. Medical appointments are an exception to this requirement.

IV. MANDATORY PHYSICAL EXAMS

IV. North Idaho Christian School and the Idaho High School Activities Association (IHSAA) require that an athlete receive a physical examination or an interim medical questionnaire*.  Physicals are required in the 9th and 11th grades.  The interim medical questionnaire is required for 7th, 8th, 10th, and 12th grade students. A student will not be required to have an additional physical examination during the 10th and 12th grades unless:

IV. The physician recommends the student have an additional physical exam.

IV. The parents request an examination via the Interim Questionnaire.

IV. Affirmative answers on 1-9 of the Interim Questionnaire indicate a possible need for a repeat physical examination.  It will be the responsibility of each parent to consult with a licensed physician regarding any answers to questions given on athletic interim questionnaire which may indicate a possible need for a repeat physical examination.

IV. A transferring athlete had a physical examination the preceding year in another state or school.

IV. The physical examination must not be completed before May 1st of the athlete’s 8th or 10th year.

IV. The original completed Health Examination and Consent form must be on file at the school prior to the first day of practice or the first day of the school year
IV. * The interim questionnaire is a consent form to be completed by the parents of the athlete. The original is given to the athletic director of the school. 

V. CONDUCT OF PARENTS
V. Each parent is expected to maintain a high level of respect for coaches, players and officials.

V. Parents will be expected to be supportive of the coaching and officiating staff in public and private.  Parents or interested friends and family who question a coaches or officials decision should maintain respect by first contacting the individual privately.  It is recommended that you wait a day before bringing your concerns to their attention.  If you have personally addressed your concern with the coach or official in private and are not satisfied, a meeting may be arranged between both individuals with the athletic director.  If this meeting does not remedy the situation then all parties will meet with the school principal.  We seek to glorify God in all areas and we do that by following the principles for dealing with disputes at they are laid out in Matthew 18.
VI
FAN PARTICIPATION
     
Team spirit is encouraged, but cheering during games must encourage our players, coaches and    
officials.  Cheering that is degrading and negative has no place at Nics sporting events.  We 

represent Christ and Nics wherever we go!

“Bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.” (I Timothy 4:8)

Please detach and return this signature page to the athletic director.  The Philosophy of Sports document is for you to keep and refer to during the season.
Those students and parents who indicate by signature that they wish to be involved in the NICS sports programs, do so understanding the level of commitment involved, fully supporting the scriptural principles previously stated. Once the season begins, the participant is expected to fulfill the obligations of these commitments for the duration of the season.

Student  _________________________________________________________ Date___________________

Parent___________________________________________________________ Date___________________

