
Subject Overviews

English Language Arts 

The English Language Arts curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The 

standards establish guidelines for English language arts (ELA) as well as for literacy in history/social 

studies, science, and technical subjects. Because students must learn to read, write, speak, listen, and 

use language e�ectively in a variety of content areas, the standards promote the literacy skills and 

concepts required for college and career readiness in multiple disciplines.

The primary program utilized to support student learning in Kindergarten through fifth grade is the 

Columbia Teachers College Units of Study. Each unit of study has identified standards that are the 

focus for that unit of study. Teachers provide a variety of language learning opportunities to meet all 

students’ developmental levels, experiences, abilities, and learning styles. Teachers use ongoing 

formal and informal assessments and are responsive to individual student needs.

Our Literacy program is based on the work of Lucy Caulkins and Columbia University’s Teacher College 

Reading and Writing Institute.  Salient features include:

Waialae delivers a balanced literacy program which incorporates read loud, shared reading/writing, 

small group instruction, independent reading/writing and word study. The main model of instruction 

in a literacy program is reading and Writing Workshop. In a workshop instructional model teachers 

model and directly teach the skills and strategies that proficient readers/writers use. Daily, students 

engage in a mini- lesson, independent reading, small-group instruction, and conferring.

Wai'alae Public Charter School
 

 Balanced literacy framework

 Workshop approach

 Individualized reading at students own level

 Building comprehension and thinking and writing skills

 Common Core Aligned



Math      

Our mathematics curriculum is based on Bridges in Mathematics by the Math Learning Center and 

the Common Core State Standards. It is designed to achieve a balance among concept development, 

computational and procedural skills, and application. The Common Core State Standards include both 

content standards (what students will learn) and the Standards for Mathematical Practice (how 

students engage in math learning). Salient features of our Math program include:

An Evaluation of the E�ectiveness of Bridges in Mathematics for Developing Student Math Skills    

    

Social Studies/Science Integrated Thematic Units

Wai'alae's Integrated Thematic Units are based on five major beliefs and assumptions about teaching 

and learning:

Waialae weaves the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) into our Integrated Thematic Units, as 

well as our Aina and STEAM classes. Each grade level has three Integrated Thematic Units throughout 

the school year. 

Concept based and visual models

Building mathematical fluency

Structured investigations

Open explorations

Mathematical vocabulary

Common Core Aligned

Personal discoveries of generalizations about human relationships, institutions and processes is 

an essential outcome of the teaching and learning process. These universal understandings 

provide a framework from which students can interpret, integrate and apply new experiences, 

information and events to solve real life challenges and empower our children to be life-long 

learners.

Curricular content is based on what children are developmentally able to grasp, responds to the 

natural interests of children and seeks to broaden their understandings, skills and attitudes 

through repeated experiences with generalizations and concepts about the world. 

The development of multiple intelligences is an essential outcome of the teaching and learning 

process. Moreover, by recognizing and honoring each child's uniqueness, we instill an 

appreciation of the contributions of diverse individuals/groups and promote the ultimate goal of 

mutual understanding.   

Learning is a social process and the teaching and learning process required creative 

opportunities for collaborative interactions between children, their peers, adult mentors and the 

environment.

The development of metacognitive skills which empowers our students to access, interpret and 

process a wide variety of experiences, information and events are essential outcomes of the 

teaching and learning process. Metacognitive skills require that students integrate the basic skills 

of reading, writing, speaking, listening and math with other higher order cognitive, a�ective and 

psychomotor-perceptual skills and apply them to real life problems or situations. 

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/Bridges%20in%20Mathematics%20Effectiveness%20Study.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/


'Āina 

Our 'ĀINA curriculum connects our students to their local land, waters and food to grow a healthier 

Hawai'i. The ‘ĀINA In Schools curriculum includes several lessons per year for grades K-6 that are 

standards-based, multi-subject, and hands-on. The curriculum supports a variety of learning styles 

and covers topics from the Nutrition, Garden, and Waste Reduction components. Successive units 

enable students to build on previous knowledge while developing a solid foundation in ‘āina-based 

systems thinking. Nutrition and garden lessons also include close to the source, healthy snacks that 

reinforce key concepts.

Key Kōkua Hawai'i Foundation Farm to School Partnership Core components:

Additional components:

‘ĀINA In Schools Curriculum Trainings for Educators and online access to all materials via the 

Kōkua Hawai‘i Foundation website enable educators to bring the ‘ĀINA In Schools experience to 

students throughout Hawai‘i and beyond. Lessons meet Common Core and HCPSIII standards for 

grades K-6 and are easily adaptable for other grades.

Nutrition Education empowers students to try new foods and make healthy choices that will last 

a lifetime.

Garden-Based Learning transforms the school garden into a learning laboratory where all 

subjects are explored.

Healthy Food on Campus increases local, fresh products in school lunches and snacks to provide 

healthy choices and support local farms.



In addition to encouraging the use of locally grown fruits and vegetables in school meals and snacks, 

the program includes a standards-based nutrition, garden, and compost curriculum that empowers 

children to grow their own food, make informed food decisions, and reduce waste.

Our ʻĀINA program also provides experiential learning opportunities for our students to local farms, 

chef cooking demonstrations in classrooms, as well as waste reduction, garden, and cooking 

educational opportunities for families and community members.

STEAM

STEAM is when student learning experiences incorporate more than one of the Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, or Math disciplines and often include a project- or problem-based approach 

connected to developmentally and age-appropriate real-world contexts.

At Wai'alae, we believe in providing all students with opportunities to engage in STEAM learning 

experiences designed to ensure they are well-equipped to meet the current and future challenges in 

our world. All ES students will apply our Vision Elements, such as critical thinking, creativity, and 

collaboration, by engaging in authentic and purposeful STEAM lessons and/or projects (engineering, 

maker, coding, and robotics).

The STEAM teacher works closely with grade level teachers to develop age-appropriate STEAM 

engagements integrated with core subject areas (Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and Social Studies) 

at various times throughout the year. By providing students with relevant and consistent STEAM 

learning experiences, we are fostering a mindset at a young age that we are all critical thinkers, 

creative problem solvers, and capable of finding solutions collaboratively.

Library

The library works collaboratively with teachers to support the curriculum and to encourage a lifelong 

love of reading and learning. Our collection o�ers a diverse range of quality, diverse, engaging print 

and electronic materials. Special events, such as authors-in-residence program, as well as elementary 

wide literacy events, encourage our learners to celebrate and enjoy all things book-related.

All Wai'alae students, teachers, and parents are welcome to use the elementary library to find 

information and check-out books. Each kindergarten through fifth-grade class comes to the library 

regularly for information literacy and/or digital citizenship lessons with their teacher.

Agricultural Literacy introduces students to where their food comes from and who grows and 

prepares their food.

Waste Reduction reduces, reuses, and recycles waste in gardens, schoolyards, cafeterias, and 

classrooms.

Family & Community Outreach raises awareness to support student, family, and community 

health and wellness.



Technology Integration

At Wai'alae, we constantly look through the lens of how technology can enhance learning and make it 

more personalized, collaborative, and relevant. In elementary school, every student starting in 

kindergarten has an iPad outfitted with a suite of core apps that becomes a sca�old for learning. In 

third grade, students start using laptops. 

With significant guidance from teachers, students set goals and monitor their progress, and use 

technology to express themselves, demonstrate their learning, and support the development of 

critical skills and core knowledge. Students use devices in various ways, from measuring their heart 

rate in physical education, building vocabulary, attempting new art techniques, and creating 

reflections of learning. Digital citizenship and internet safety are woven into the curriculum at each 

grade and collaboratively taught by our tech integration teacher, grade level teachers, counselors, and 

special subject teachers. 

Special Subjects

ART

Students receive art instruction twice a week. They will experience a wide variety of media, including 

ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, digital media model making and textiles. Students 

will be exposed to art of other cultures, works of famous artists, and basic elements and principles of 

art and design.

MUSIC

Students in elementary music classes engage in a wide range of activities such as singing, dancing, 

music technology, listening to music from all genres, creating music, and playing instruments. 

Students gain a dynamic exposure to music from other cultures and develop their skill and 

understanding in the four categories of National Core Arts Standards; Create, Perform, Respond, and 

Connect. The goal of music education in elementary school is musicianship and developing a love and 

appreciation for the performing arts.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The purpose of the Wai'alae PE Program is to develop physically literate and socially responsible 

children who understand and enjoy movement and its benefits for lifelong wellness. This will be done 

by providing each student with a diverse range of learning opportunities in an active, safe, and 

enjoyable environment. We strive to engage and inspire students to develop their unique physical, 

social and intellectual potential.  

HAWAIIANA 

Over the course of the entire school year, the Hawaiiana curriculum will cover various aspects of the 

Hawaiian culture: Hawaiian language (`olelo Hawai`i), Hawaiian songs (mele), Hawaiian chants (`oli). 

Hawaiian dancing (hula), history, geography, legends, and Hawaiian values.



Children will learn and continuously practice a basic repertoire of Hawaiian language songs including, 

but not limited to the Hawaiian alphabet, numbers, colors, body parts, and the days of the week. They 

will learn the significance of the hula, the various types of hula, and various hula implements. The 

children will focus on learning a tradition `oli aloha, or welcoming chant which the entire school shares 

at our weekly Friday morning assemblies and our annual Lei Day celebration. 

The third trimester will primarily focus on preparation for our annual Lei Day celebration. The 

curriculum studies will be focused on the theme of May Day and on their class mele, or song, which 

varies each year. 

The Hawaiian values of aloha (love), ho`ihi (respect), mahalo (appreciation), kuleana (responsibility), 

laulima (cooperation), kokua (helpfulness), lokahi (unity), and malama (care) are highly emphasized in 

all that we do.


