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Dear residents, 

Welcome to Spring 2022. I am full of hope that this will be a better year after some very difficult 
times for everyone. We have been unable to hold any meetings or events and as restrictions are 
now lifted and the weather improves, we plan to get our Community together for a chance to meet 
fellow residents.

For all new residents, we extend a warm welcome. The HRA has two main aims: preserve the 
1930’s character of our estate, and foster a sense of community so we can all help and work 
together. We are always looking for more people to join the committee, to help with the running 
of the HRA. Get in touch if you would like to help us achieve our aims.

Christmas Lights

It is my pleasure to announce the winners of our Christmas Lights Competition. This year it was 
No.15 The Charter Road, with their magnificent display. The family have generously donated 
their prize to Haven House Hospice.

Bonfires

A number of residents have recently complained by an increase in bonfires in the area. Bonfires 
are a bad idea in built up areas. They worsen our air quality and cause a nuisance to neighbours.

Burning material on a bonfire wastes resources that could otherwise be reused or recycled. 
For more information visit  www.walthamforest.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/recycling-centres-
and-recycling-information.

If you must have a bonfire, it is your responsibility to avoid smoke emissions that cause a 
nuisance: this is an offence. If you fail to comply with the information and advice provided by the 
local authority, it may lead to enforcement action, including unlimited fines.
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Planning matters

We should mention that our Estate now has Article 4 status. There is a lot of legal jargon, but 
what does it mean in practice? Simply put, Article 4 removes certain permitted development 
rights and full planning permission is required instead; specifically for two story side extensions, 
hip to gable roof extensions, chimney alteration or removal, and the installation of satellite dishes 
when visible from the street. More information is available on our Facebook Group (see below).

HRA continue to monitor planning applications in the Estate on your behalf, and assist the 
council in judging their impact on its character. If you are considering on improvements that 
could be affected by Article 4, get in touch as soon as possible, so we can advise you on how 
to proceed.

Highams Residents Association on Facebook

We have restarted our Facebook Group for Estate residents only. We will periodically post 
updates on relevant matters in and around the Estate, including planning news. We would invite 
as many residents as possible to join, so you can post observations, concerns or issues you might 
wish to discuss. It takes a while to get these things going, so do get involved if you can. Search 
Facebook for “Highams Residents Association” and request to join. 

Events

Thanks to those that attended our Spring Clean event on 12th March. We filled several large bags 
with litter and various discarded objects, but importantly spent time with neighbours doing good 
for all residents.

HRA’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Thursday 21st April 2022 at 8pm, 
at the Woodford Rugby Club (High Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 9LB).  

Our Tea Party is planned for late May or early June. With children’s activities and lots of cake, 
it is a great opportunity to meet neighbours and celebrate our community. Details to follow.

Help and support during the Ukraine crisis

We are all saddened by the recent events in the Ukraine, and residents have asked about support 
groups in London for those who have been affected. Detailed information can be found at 
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/supportukrainecrisis. 

If you are able to, consider donating supplies or funds to local groups working to support those 
affected by this crisis. Coffee Treasure, the coffee shop in Highams Park is arranging for a delivery 
of supplies to those affected: email oksanalevchuk28@gmail.com

My very best wishes to you all.

Dave Jennings

Email: highamsra@gmail.com

www.highamsra.org


