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Regarding eligible land in areas with high geothermal 
potential, the greatest problems are in obtaining a lease 
for federal land. Currently it can take over 5 years just to 
get a federal lease for the land use for geothermal. 4.1.2 
(pg 34) of GeoVision Report.  

Within obtaining a lease for federal land the slowing of 
the process might have to do with the large number of 
requirements accompanying the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and additional regulations that must 
be included in the application before it can be approved. 
This environmental review process causes a rejection of 
many applications and also adds to the time before the 
application can be submitted.  

What seems to be the most 
significant problem in this area? Does 

a lack of fast and accurate 
information contribute to the problem 

or are there other factors as well? 
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This is a year-round problem, as leasing can take 
years to get through. It is predicted to increase 
because of high demand for geothermal in the 
areas with the highest potential for geothermal 
energy production. It started to especially become a 
problem following the end of the funding from the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005. As new funding comes in 
through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act, the right 
solution must be applied. 

When did the problem start? Is there an 
estimate of an end date? Is the problem 
seasonal or does it vary by time of day?
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Where does the problem apply the 
most? Is there a map available of the 

most strongly affected areas?

This applies the most to the 
western United States which also 
overlaps with locations with the 
most potential for geothermal. The 
main states affected are eastern 
Oregon, Nevada, Southern Idaho, 
and Western Utah as shown in the 
maps. 4.1.2 (pg 34) of GeoVision 
Report 
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 Who are the people most affected by this 
problem? Might there be individuals, 

communities, entire cities, or regions? 

The people most affected by this are the geothermal 
companies interested in expanding the locations of 
geothermal wells and plants. It also affects the people 
with interest in renewable energy sources as well as 
energy sources that could produce energy at all times of 
the day.  
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Why do you think this is an 
important problem?

The issue of federal geothermal 
leasing is a large problem because 
it limits the expansion of an energy 
source with such high potential as 
geothermal. Additionally, this poses 
a large problem for high potential 
areas. The transition into cleaner 
and renewable energy is vital to the 
sustainability of energy production 
and environment in the United 
States. 

This map demonstrates the search tool for determining if 
your location is eligible for the Historically Underutilized 
Business Zones (HUBZone) Program which many of the 
high potential geothermal areas are. 
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How might we develop a 
solution? What might it look like?  

★ easier access to data regarding the environmental impact statement (EIS) public review 
process (current minimum of 45 days) which might allow for less time needed for the review of 
the document. Additionally easier access to the steps required in the EIS possibly utilizing a 
Turbo Tax type program for EIS.  For example the Environmental Protection Agency utilized a 
Turbo Tax style greenhouse gas reporting tool for easier access to data. 

★ more people associated with reviewing the EIS to speed up the process

★ clearer definition of NEPA(and other) requirements regarding the EIS to minimize the back and 
forth involved in the EIS approval process

Environmental Impact Statement: A 
required document in the process for 
approval outlining the predicted 
environmental impact with the 
proposed project
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