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Immerse yourself in the arts

festivalofcolour.co.nzPRESENTED BY
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Welcome to the 10th Wānaka Festival Of Colour! 

There’s rightly been a focus on the impact the pandemic has had 
on the creative sector, but we can’t overlook what it has meant for 
audiences. The past three years have taught us all the importance 
of the arts, and of shared experience, to our collective wellbeing. 
The value of laughing, crying, dancing, and thinking, together in a 
room full of friends. So, let’s do that. 

The Festival would not be possible without the ongoing support 
from the Queenstown Lakes District Council, Otago Community 
Trust and Creative New Zealand, who have ensured this treasured 
part of the Upper Clutha’s rich cultural life continues. A big 
thank you also to our Naming Rights Sponsor, Milford Asset 
Management, our other funders, generous sponsors, Patrons 
and Benefactors, volunteers and staff who have contributed to 
the Festival since its beginnings. And of course, we would like to 
thank you, our audience. Ngā mihi for supporting us and engaging 
in the arts.

We look forward to seeing you at the shows – it’s your Festival, so 
please enjoy! - The Festival Team.

After what’s been a difficult few years for all of us, it’s important 
to be able to come out and enjoy the arts once again, and this 
programme has plenty of ways in which you can engage. 

It’s great to see so many free and accessible events in this year’s 
festival, allowing everybody to enjoy arts experiences, as well as 
the best from around Aotearoa and the world. 

The Festival attracts people from all over to experience what 
the Southern Lakes region has to offer, so before and/or after a 
show take advantage of one of our region’s wonderful bars and 
restaurants to really make a night of it. - Glyn Lewers, Mayor of the 
Queenstown Lakes District Council.

Kā mihi ki a koutou katoa

Alistair King 
Chair 

Sophie Kelly 
Artistic Director 

Charlie Unwin 
Executive Director

Glyn Lewers 
Mayor of the 
Queenstown Lakes 
District Council
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Many thanks to the following donors who assisted  
us in investing in our special venue the Pacific Crystal Palace.

Anonymous | John Charrington & Pamela McBride  
Otago Community Trust | FMW Syndicate | The Alpine Group 
Ngā Apataki Syndicate | Verbiest Family

E koekoe 
e tūī, e 
ketekete 
te kākā,  
e kūkū  
te kererū.

The tūī squawks, the kākā 
chatters, the kererū coos.

It takes all kinds of people.
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Patrons
Clare Allison

Sally Angus

Jan Baird and Pamela Yeomans

David and Sue Baker

Judith Bateman and Philip Toomer

Jackie Boyd and Richard Woodward 

Nick Brown and Mary Smit

Marilyn and Peter Duncan

Annabel Elworthy and Prue Wilson

Charlotte Farrell

Lynne and Ralph Fegan

Anna Findlay

John and Marelda Gallaher

Ros Gellatly 

Pip and Alistair Gillespie

Mary and Scott Gilmour

Alison Hazledine and Ian Howie

Ket and Sandy Hazledine

Peter and Kirsty Hazledine

Dr Ruth Highet

Marieke Hilhorst and John Ombler

Allen and Joyce Hogan

John and Annabel Holland

Hugh and Mary Holmes

Wayne and Jane Hudson

Robert Kaplan and Dorothy Fennell

Errol and Jan Kelly

Peter King and Lauren Sleeman

Doug and Kate Lovell

Rod and Heather Macleod

Fred and Margaret McElrea

Sandy McKay

Andrew and Karen McLeod

Julian and Susanne Miles

Al Monro

Leigh and Nicky Overton

Olwyn Pezaro

Ron and Sue Pynenburg

Barney Rivers and Ruth Siems

Cheryl Robert

Jerry and Shirl Rowley

Philip and Josie Sanford

Mike and Jane Saunders

Ann and John Scandrett

Gill and Ted Simpson

Linda Simpson

Annabel and Adam Spiers

Susan Stark

Janet Sutton

Helen Tait

Ben and Debra Taylor  

Meg Taylor 

Graeme and Barbara Thompson

Kay Thomson and Nigel Zega

Simon Telfer and Joanne Shearer

Jill and Allen Voss

Jimmy and Eve Wallace

Sue Webb

Matt Whimp and Sarah Kemp

Trevor Williams and Rosemary Ahern

Judith Williamson

John and Penny Wilson
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In the spirit of connection, join us in celebration to officially 
open this, the 10th Wānaka Festival of Colour on the 
Wānaka lakefront. 

With a very special collaboration of our local choirs singing 
a selection of waiata, this is a moment to acknowledge the 
whole community for their support of the Festival and to 
celebrate the rich experiences the Festival will share with 
audiences over the week. This year’s Festival celebrates 
opportunities for reconnection after these recent years of 
separation, distance and uncertainty. Join us, then, in the 
heart of the Wānaka township as we celebrate and revel in the 
ability to sing, dance and laugh together once more.

               
Lakefront by Dinosaur Park 
Sunday 26 March 3pm 
Free event

 

Our new look!
As we embrace the changing times, this seemed like a 
timely moment for a refresh of the Festival’s brand and 
identity. With the 2023 event, the Festival of Colour 
officially becomes the Wānaka Festival of Colour, further 
rooting our celebration of the arts in the Upper  
Clutha Region.

In a year in which the Festival’s focus is very much on coming 
together after such a fractured time, we wanted to refresh the 
Festival’s brand beyond the familiar, beyond what we have 
known so far and reflect more on the diversity of the township. 

Whether it’s our volunteers, our local sponsors and 
supporters, our team, or our audiences, we have, year-on-
year, seen new people join those who have been with us from 
the beginning, each adding to the colours of the Festival. It is 
this vibrant community element that makes the Festival and, 
more importantly, the region what it is. 

Join us for our Festival Opening
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Our heartfelt thanks to our Benefactors & Patrons for their 
generous support to help make the Festival possible

ANONYMOUS

ANONYMOUS

Carol Angland and  
Ross Carrick

Penny Deans and  
Andrew Gawith 

John and Laurel Gilks

George and Kay 
Horsburgh

Rob and Jean Johnstone

Matt Kenealy and 
Louise Kane 

Jack Lethbridge Trust

Alison and Peter O’Brien

Trevor Scott and  
Diana McLachlan

Judith and Ian Shawe

Kate and Michael Sidey

Annis Somerville

Richard and  
Di Somerville

Dame Adrienne Stewart

Ann-Louise Stokes and 
Shaun Gilbertson

Mark and Sally Verbiest

Sir Tim and Prue Wallis

Peter and Jane Wardell

Benefactors 
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Shel We
Created by Tupua Tigafua 

Humorous, wonderous, playful, polished, sharp, 
well timed, joyful, thoughtful, simple yet intricately 
layered. —Theatreview

Inspired by the works of renowned American writer Shel 
Silverstein, Shel We is an enchanting, playfully intriguing and 
visually stunning dance show created by Tupua Tigafua, a 
highly accomplished dancer, choreographer and ingenious 
storyteller of this generation.  

A critically acclaimed writer of books such as Where the 
Sidewalk Ends and The Giving Tree, as well as iconic ballads 
Sylvia's Mother for Doctor Hook and A Boy Named Sue by 
Johnny Cash, Silverstein’s brilliant use of metaphorical 
imagery inspires Tigafua’s choreography.  

Shel Silverstein's poetic language alongside classical 
music and Samoan nuances, come alive in this beautiful 
contemporary exploration of language, movement and 
imagination.

WED 29 MAR  
7pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

60 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets 

$52/$47/$42

Students $25

 
Allocated seating 

MON 27 MAR  
6pm & 8.30pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

60 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets 

$59/$54/$49

 
Allocated seating 

Woman of Words  
Royal New Zealand Ballet 
Choreographed by Loughlan Prior

Life is marvellous. I want to be deeply rooted in it - to 
live - to expand - to breathe in it - to rejoice - to share 
it. To give and to be asked for Love.  
—Katherine Mansfield

Woman of Words is a newly created biographical dance work,  
celebrating the extraordinary life of Katherine Mansfield. 
Exploring her personal stories, the work sees the world 
through Katherine’s eyes in a series of epistolary moments, 
gathered from letters to her closest friends and loved ones.

Katherine’s intense, captivating and all too short life is brought 
to the stage using dance, text, colour and sound. Beginning 
with her early years growing up in Wellington, to the height of 
London bohemia and the Bloomsbury group, to her death at 
the age of thirty-four, Woman of Words chronicles Katherine’s 
journey and her passion for creativity, love, and life. 

The performance opens with Christopher Wheeldon’s After the 
Rain, set to composer Arvo Pärt’s Spiegel im Spiegel. Since its 
premiere, this haunting pas de deux has become associated 
with significant moments in dancers’ lives, its elegiac and 
meditative mood moving for performers and audience alike.

Proudly 
sponsored by

Proudly 
supported by

Royal New Zealand Ballet Principal Mayu Tanigaito 2022,  
photograph by Paul Ross Jones by permission of RNZB. Photograph by Celia Walmsley - Stagebox Photography

Co-commissioned by 
the Wānaka Festival 
of Colour, and with 
support from the 

Royal New Zealand 
Ballet Foundation.



The Savage Coloniser Show
Written by Tusiata Avia | Directed by Anapela Polat’ivao 
Produced by Victor Rodger for FCC

Fierce, furious and fabulously unforgiving. 

The multiple award-winning FCC production of Wild Dogs 
Under My Skirt by Tusiata Avia has left audiences shaken and 
stirred everywhere from New Zealand to New York. Now FCC 
is proud to present The Savage Coloniser Show, a blistering 
examination of race and racism inspired by Avia's The Savage 
Coloniser Book - the first book by a female Pasifika poet to take 
out the top prize at the Ockham Book Awards in 2021. 

Under the artful direction of the equally formidable Anapela 
Polata’ivao, Avia’s unapologetic examination of race and racism 
is full of bold humour, courage and lacerating truths.

Featuring Avia's trademark brand of clear-eyed, razor-
sharp poetry along with mischievous music and compelling 
choreography, The Savage Coloniser Show interrogates the 
legacy of James Cook, and questions Australia's policy of 
putting refugees on small Pacific islands. But in amongst 
all the anger and fire of Avia's words, there is also room for 
compassion as she movingly examines a mother's love for her 
child. The Savage Coloniser Show is not for the faint of heart, 
but it is also not to be missed...

Contains strong language.

TUE 28 MAR  
7pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

70 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets 

$52/$47/$42

Student $25

 
Allocated seating 

Suitable for ages 14+

 
Commissioned by the 
2023 Auckland Arts 

Festival
Proudly 
sponsored by
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Maureen-Harbinger of Death (Australia)
Performed and written by Jonny Hawkins | A Soft Tread Production 
Co-conceived and directed by Nell Ranney

Maureen is the real jewel of the [Sydney] festival  
—The Saturday Paper

Framed by velvet drapes and bedecked with Jatz cracker 
crumbs and cigarette ash, Maureen invites you into her 
bohemian living room. She’s here to take you on an intimate 
journey brimming with witty repartee, well-worn life advice, an 
exotic array of friends now gone and the dauntless potency of 
limitless imagination.

With exquisite storytelling, writer and performer Jonny 
Hawkins transforms into Maureen: a razor-tongued doyenne 
of Kings Cross in its heyday. Co-created by Nell Ranney, this 
poignantly funny solo show takes inspiration from Hawkins’ 
friend, a self-described “working class glamour queen” and 
one of life’s true eccentrics.

An intimate celebration of matriarchal power, this is one 
swansong you won’t want to miss! 

Hawkins plays her with such magnanimity that she 
grows in our hearts, gladdens us, saddens us, and 
makes us want her to live forever.   
—Sydney Morning Herald

Contains adult themes, sexual references and the use of herbal cigarettes.

FRI 31 MAR  
7pm

SAT 1 APR  
1pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

85 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets 

$52/$47/$42

Student $25

 
Allocated seating

 

Suitable for ages 15+

 

Exquisitely crafted theatre.  
—Fringefeed
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Photograph by Alt Group, Toaki Okano Photograph by Clare Hawley
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TUE 28 MAR  
7.30pm

Bannockburn 
Coronation Hall 

Duration  
approx. 150 minutes 

Tickets $42 

General Admission 

WED 29 MAR  
8.30pm

Pacific  
Crystal Palace 

Duration  
approx. 150 minutes 

Tickets $42 

General Admission 

The Bannockburn Ball  
& Crystal Palace Dancehall

Celebrated choreographer Michael Parmenter joins forces 
with Balfolk Dunedin director Kate Grace and Southern 
musicians Catgut and Steel (Mike Moroney, Anna Groves and 
Sofia Bidwell) to present two very special participatory dance 
events each taking their inspiration from their unique venues. 

 
The Bannockburn Ball invokes memories of dances of 
the mid 19th century reflecting the multitude of national 
identities present in those times. It also reflects the tradition 
of rural Memorial and Coronation halls throughout the area 
that played such an important role in knitting our local 
communities together. 

 
The Crystal Palace Dancehall presents a selection of popular 
partner dances from the early twentieth century - mazurka, 
waltz, polka, ragtime, and blues - alongside the bourrées, 
ronds and jigs that continued to be danced in the dancehalls 
of Western Europe up to the dawning of the jazz age. The 
Crystal Palace Dancehall will return the Spiegeltent to its 
original glory as a travelling dancehall.  

Both events will comprise participatory dances preceded 
by brief dance instruction for each dance, interspersed with 
occasional music and dance performances. Comfortable 
shoes are a must! 
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MON 27 MAR  
6pm

TUE 28 MAR  
6pm

 
Luggate Hall

 
Duration  

50 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets $38

Students $25

 
General Admission

Back To Square One?
The Rebel Alliance 
By Anders Falstie-Jensen

Beautifully crafted, heart-warming, life affirming.  
—Theatreview

The Rebel Alliance invites you into 95 year old Inga’s living 
room in Denmark as she reaches out through space and time 
to her grandson in New Zealand. 

Inga has seen world wars, cold wars, civil wars. In real life and 
on TV. And when you’re close to 100 you know a thing or two 
about a thing or two. 

Back to Square One? was originally designed to be performed 
in driveways, parks and cul-de-sacs in the aftermath of the 
2020 lockdown. Using only chalk to draw with Anders Falstie-
Jensen weaves the Norse myth of Ragnarok into a unique 
story of disasters, family and unexpected connections.

It's theatre but only just.

Coffee & cake included.

Aspiring Village will be presenting a special private performance of Back to 
Square One? for their residents on Tuesday 28th March, 10am. Contact Ann 
Febery at the village for more info.

Proudly 
sponsored by

Proudly 
sponsored by

Image supplied by Auckland Arts Festival
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Elephant Talk
Awkward: causing or feeling uneasy embarrassment or 
inconvenience. 

Life presents daily collisions of unease and shame, yet we 
stoically pretend they didn’t happen and we definitely don’t 
talk about them. Elephant Talk explores how our increasing 
reliance on online communication and recent isolation has 
affected youth and their ability to have difficult conversations. 

The show allows intimate conversations between friends to be 
observed in all their clanging awkwardness. As you make your 
way to a live fundraising concert you will come across various 
scenes. In between moments you will plug into a playlist of 
original songs on your device and ponder the importance of 
these vulnerable conversations. 

Moments that are at times amusing, and at others poignant, 
will remind us all that true connection is only possible when we 
are beside each other bungling our way through life. 

Concept creation by Emily McRae | Directed by Emily McRae 
and Anna Shaw | Musical Direction by Matt Doyle | Written by 
Jack Arbuckle, Petra Shotwell, Luke Burke, Siena Shotwell 
and Olive Blyth | Produced by Holly Mercer | Original Music 
by Mount Aspiring College Senior Music students

MON 27 MAR 
-SAT 1 APR 

6pm daily

 
Mount Aspiring 
College Theatre

 
Duration  

45 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets $25

 
General Admission
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THU 30 MAR  
8.30pm

 
The Beehive—The 
Camp, Lake Hāwea

 
Duration  

65 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets $44

 
General Admission

THE GODS THE GODS THE GODS (UK)
Created by Wright & Grainger | Performed by Alexander Flanagan-Wright, 
Phil Grainger & Megan Drury | NZ tour presented by A Mulled Whine

She is on a beach, looking at the stars.  
He is on a bridge, just before dark.  
They are about to fall, fast, wholesome and hard.  
And The Gods are all gathering for the reckoning to start. 

A show about what we look for outside ourselves, and where 
we find it in the people around us. A mouth-watering weave of 
mythology within real life.

From the UK-based creators of smash-hit productions 
Orpheus and Eurydice, The Gods The Gods The Gods, is the 
third in Wright & Grainger’s myth series. The show premiered 
in 2020 in Perth and Adelaide to massive critical acclaim and 
has since performed in Edinburgh and across the UK.

Four stories weave together across 14 tracks full of big beats, 
soaring melodies, and heart-stopping spoken word. 

The Gods are gathering, and you’re invited.

Euphoric gig-theatre bursting 
with music, energy and purpose. 

 —The Stage, Edinburgh
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The Adventures of Alvin Sputnik: 
Deep Sea Explorer (Australia)

...one of the most heart-warming and life-affirming 
shows you’ll see...a pocket masterpiece of invention, 
staging and performance. —The Scotsman

A multi-award-winning one-man micro-epic puppet show 
that melds technology and multimedia into a touching story of 
enduring love and the end of the world. 

The seas have risen, billions have died and those who are left 
live on farms atop skyscrapers and mountains. Scientists have 
tried everything. Floating islands sank, space probes found 
nothing, and the giant sponges, visible from the moon, are 
now rotting icons of failure. 

A last-ditch effort to save the human race requires journeying 
down through the mysterious depths of the deep blue sea to 
find a new place for us to live. Alvin Sputnik, who has just lost 
his wife, accepts this perilous mission so that he may follow 
her soul down to the underworld to be together once more.

Having charmed audiences worldwide, and received countless 
five-star reviews, we are delighted to be able to present this 
gorgeous production. 

...an endearing Australian solo show...akin to a 
theatrical Wall-E. —New York Times

Absorbing, touching and uplifting —The Australian

WED 29 MAR  
6pm

THU 30 MAR 
11am & 6pm

 
Hāwea Flat Hall

 
Duration  

45 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets $44

Students $25

 
General Admission

Recommended age 10+
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The King of Taking
Created by Thom Monckton | Starring Thom Monckton with Tess Sullivan 
Presented by A Mulled Whine and Kallo Collective

Masterful miming and a theatre full of laughter.  
—Theatreview

Trumpets, please! One is cordially invited to Thom Monckton’s 
latest physical comedy.

‘Allergic’ to normal flooring, a childish and petulant King can 
only walk on red carpet - and cannot move without an effective 
fanfare. You are hereby summoned to the royal grounds where 
this King callously barrels towards his own destruction.

A brand-new show from acclaimed physical comedy performer 
Thom Monckton (The Artist), The King of Taking boasts 
circus, mime, and a whole lot of velvet.

You do not want to miss this royally riotous production, 
coming directly to us after rollicking seasons in Adelaide and 
Wellington.

Wrapped gifts for the King are encouraged - these can be 
any unwanted items and will feature in the show.

THU 30 MAR  
1pm & 7pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

60 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets 

$50/$45/$40

Students $25

 
Allocated seating 

Proudly 
sponsored by

Electric,  
Monty Python-esque, 
hilarious —Art Murmurs

Photograph by Gemma Tweedie
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Aro Music 
Presents Stories of our Water for the whole whānau

Come and enjoy the delightful musical stories of Emily and 
Charles of Aro as they share a collection of beautiful waiata 
about the ocean creatures of Aotearoa. Fun for the whole 
family, this performance includes soul, haka and jazz to bring 
audiences of all ages together to discover the natural world 
around us.

Aro consists of husband and wife Charles (Ngāpuhi, Te 
Rarawa, Ngāti Te Ata, Ngāti Mutunga) and Emily Looker. 
Blending Emily's honey-voiced jazz with Charles' percussive 
sound with shades of haka, Aro's storytelling performance is 
a warmth of experience, wholly original, anchored in Aotearoa 
New Zealand, that leave all who are present with the feeling of 
having been let in on a special secret.

The pair share a passion for the power of language and using 
music to tell stories that remind us of our cultural identity. The 
duo were finalists for the Maioha Award at the Silver Scrolls 
(2019) and the APRA Best Children’s Song Award for their 
song Korimako (2020) and finalists for Best Māori Group at the 
Waiata Māori Music Awards 2022.

SUN 2 APR 
11am

 
Luggate Hall

 
Duration  

50 minutes  
No Interval

Tickets $25

 
General Admission

Suitable for all ages
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FRI 31 MAR  
6pm

SAT 1 APR  
11am & 6pm

 
Hāwea Flat Hall 

Duration  
50 minutes 
No Interval

 
Tickets $44

Students $25

 
General Admission 

Recommended age 7+

New Owner (Australia)
The Last Great Hunt 
By Arielle Gray and Tim Watts 

Watts and Gray’s storytelling art is deceptively simple 
but executed with considerable sophistication... 
New Owner sits perfectly in the timeless tradition of 
storytelling for children, and the child in all of us.  
—The West Australian

From the creators of international smash hits, The Adventures 
of Alvin Sputnik: Deep Sea Explorer and It’s Dark Outside 
comes a sensitive new show for all ages about loss, friendship, 
and new beginnings. 

Bart is a boisterous puppy waiting to be chosen from the 
animal shelter. Mabel is a lonely widow, trying to fill the hole 
in her heart. The day they find each other is the beginning of a 
profound friendship - but Mabel is old, and Bart is young – and 
suddenly alone. 

Combining puppetry, live action and animation, New Owner 
takes us on a world of adventure through a dog’s eyes. 

Content warning - Contains scenes of sadness and loss that may be 
upsetting for very small children.
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Reb Fountain
At first, I thought I was listening to a cross between 
Patti Smith and Nick Cave but these comparisons 
quickly fall away as Reb is a true original. —Hifiway, 2022

Reb Fountain was born in San Francisco and immigrated 
with her family to Lyttelton — the quiet port town out of 
Christchurch that’s been fundamental to New Zealand’s 
alt-folk scene, raising artists like Marlon Williams, Aldous 
Harding, and Delaney Davidson. 

Effortlessly combining pop elements with her trademark noir 
folk-punk sound, Reb weaves authentic and anthemic tunes 
that create an instant and indelible impression. 

In October 2021, Reb released IRIS, via Flying Nun Records, 
to critical acclaim, and in 2022 completed a nationwide tour 
to sold out audiences in Aotearoa’s most iconic theatres, 
stunning crowds with her music and artistry alike. 

Unleashed and unafraid, Reb Fountain is a revelation. 
—Sunday Star Times

MON 27 MAR  
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

110 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission

Reb Fountain possesses a 
crystalline vocal that’s as 
stunning as it is assured.  
—American Songwriter

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Jenny Mitchell
Her best work. Worthy of every award it will inevitably 
collect. —Rolling Stone

Originally from Gore, Jenny Mitchell is a multi-award winning 
songwriter with songs wrapped in wisdom and wit. Her new 
album, Tug of War, is a deep and emotional dive for both the 
artist and the listener. 

With songs inspired by new love, change, loss and her 
discovery of Lucille Ball, audiences can expect a warm journey 
of storytelling - coloured by renditions of the songs that filled 
Jenny’s childhood home. Just as her songs speak to the family 
ties that bind, so too do members of her band, with her twin 
sisters, Maegan and Nicola Mitchell, joining her to reinforce 
the old adage – there’re no harmonies like sibling harmonies. 

With a sound that No Depression describes as, “poetry that 
dominates a beautiful melody,” Jenny Mitchell is comfortable 
with a country twang or softly spoken ballad and is rapidly 
capturing fans across the globe. 

An artist who knows exactly who she is and feels no 
need to give way. —Stuff

THU 30 MAR  
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

110 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission

Proudly 
sponsored by
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The Colours of Grief (Australia)

Astonishing! —Billy Connolly

Known widely for his critically acclaimed solo multi-
instrumental looping performances, Adam Page has carved 
his path internationally as a composer. He has written 
major works for the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, the New 
Zealand Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra Wellington, Zephyr 
Quartet and co-composed on numerous occasions with 
celebrated Kiwi composer John Psathas. 

Returning to Wānaka, Page will perform his 2020 APRA/
AMCOS Jazz Work of the Year nominated album The Colours 
of Grief with a specially curated ensemble of Wellington's 
finest musicians. 

Centred around the kaleidoscope of emotions experienced 
while processing his own grief, this music sees Page in a 
space of deep reflection, anguish and eventually, hope.

WED 29 MAR  
5pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

60 minutes  
No Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission

Adam Page  
Tenor Saxophone

Callum Allardice 
Guitar

Anita Scwabe  
Piano

Ellen Walters 
Cello

Phoebe Johnson 
Electric Bass

An affinity for all kinds of music is 
helpful if you plan to attend this gig 
but it should succeed in broadening 
the horizons of just about anyone 
fortunate enough to hear it.  

— Fest Magazine (Edinburgh Fringe 2008) 

2 3

Whirimako Black

She has so much spirit, passion, confidence on stage, 
and an expressive sharing nature – and when she 
cranks it up it only gets better! —Scoop

Whirimako Black MNZM, from the Tūhoe Nation, is Aotearoa’s 
undisputed soul diva and one of the key pioneers of the 
Māori music industry. With melodies caressed into shape by 
the language of her ancestors, Whirimako has carved out a 
musical pathway leading from the mists of the Urewera to  
the world.

A veteran of eight solo albums, Whirimako will be joined on 
stage by the multi-instrumentalist Kim Halliday and Mahina 
Kaui’s out of this world Taonga Puoro sounds and vocals. 

Whirimako has featured on numerous collaboration albums 
alongside some of world music’s biggest names, and in recent 
years, she has moved effortlessly into the sultry stylings of 
the great jazz standards to which she has added her uniquely 
Māori interpretation. 

TUE 28 MAR  
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

110 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission
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Dripping with cool 
cat attitude.  

— NZ Herald 

Proudly 
sponsored by



2 4

Modern Māori Quartet  
Ngā 80's

Songs that will either get you out of your seat or 
leaning over to the person next to you and going “Oh 
my god, I love this song!” —The Spinoff

LET’S DANCE!! Put on your red bands and dance the blues...  
– DAVID BOWIE (…with a lil’ help from the MMQ)

What happens when you find a worn cassette at the bottom 
of your closet with Ngā 80’s scribbled on it? You blast it from 
your Cortina’s stereo, wind the windows down, feel your mullet 
slap the back of the car seat and fang the Holden to the Pā for 
a family gathering!

The undisputed hit of the 2022 Auckland Live Cabaret Season 
Ngā 80’s will have you singing along, dancing along, and 
uncontrollably laughing along with the Modern Māori Quartet 
– a good looking, suave contemporary Māori showband in 
the vein of forebears such as the Hi-Marks, Māori Volcanics 
Showband, Māori Hi-Five, and the Quin Tikis.

Jump into the backseat with the Modern Māori Quartet, as 
they take you on a musical ride through their '80s mixtape'. 

Proudly 
sponsored by

SAT 1 APR 
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

70 minutes  
No Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission 
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Otto & Astrid Play The Greatest Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Concert You’ve Ever Seen! (Germany) 
Performed by Die Roten Punkte 

 Louder than the White Stripes, more 
dysfunctional than Metallica and funnier than Flight of 
the Conchords —Irish Times

Berlin’s Prince and Princess of Art Rock and Europop grace 
our stage with their royally hilarious showcase of hits (and 
misses!). Utterly dysfunctional siblings Otto & Astrid from 
the cult band Die Roten Punkte are a lipstick smeared sonic 
collision between The B-52s, The Pixies, Kraftwerk and early 
Ramones. 

This multi award-winning teutonic twosome have played 
everywhere from Soho Theatre London, Joe’s Pub – New York, 
The Roxy – Los Angeles, and opened for Amanda Palmer in 
Europe, USA, and Australia. 

One of the most irreverently side-splitting gigs you are ever 
likely to see, with ridiculously infectious songs, Otto & Astrid 
are truly one of a kind.

This production is supported by Critical Stages Touring, the Victorian Government 
through Creative Victoria, and the Australian Government through the Australia 
Council for the Arts, it’s arts funding and advisory body.

FRI 31 MAR 
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

60 minutes  
No Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission 
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When you 
invest your money 
with Milford...
You get a driven team with world-class 
expertise who actively manage your 
money, making insightful investment 
decisions on your behalf.

You also get people who invest their 
own money in the same funds as their 
clients, so you know they are motivated 
to see you do well because they’re on 
the journey with you. 

So, whether you are saving for your 
future, building a legacy of wealth for 
your family or looking to utilise your 
nest egg to generate a retirement 
income, we are here to help.

Access expert advice from our 
team of Financial Advisers or get 
Digital Advice online to help guide 
you towards realising your goal.

New Zealand Offi ces: Auckland • Tauranga • 
Cambridge • Wellington • Christchurch • Wanaka

Australia Offi ces: Sydney • Melbourne • Brisbane

Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 
Milford Funds Limited is the issuer of the Milford KiwiSaver Plan and 
Milford Investment Funds. Please read the relevant Milford Product 
Disclosure Statement at milfordasset.com. The disclosure 
statements of all Milford Financial Advisers contain more 
information and are available for free on request. 
Visit milfordasset.com/getting-advice to view 
Milford Private Wealth Limited’s Financial 
Advice Provider Disclosure Statement. 

0800 662 345 
milfordasset.com
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SAT 1 APR  
7pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

120 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets $65

 
Allocated Seating

Simon O’Neill  
& NZTrio in Concert

The best heroic tenor to emerge over the last decade. 
— Rupert Christiansen, The Telegraph

Internationally renowned and Grammy award-winning  
New Zealand tenor Simon O’Neill is joining forces with 
‘national treasure’ NZTrio - Amalia Hall, Ashley Brown and 
Somi Kim. This is a special chance to hear Simon O’Neill 
outside of concert halls and opera houses for an intimate 
concert featuring Mahler’s Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen 
and a selection of Strauss Lieder. Filled with deep longing, 
moments of joy and turmoil, these songs have been arranged 
for piano trio by New Zealand composers Ken Young and  
Alex Taylor. 

Don’t miss your chance to hear Simon O’Neill in his element 
with NZTrio.

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Into The Wild Banquet

The art of dining well is no slight art, the pleasure no 
slight pleasure —Michel de Montaigne

Autumn: the season of vibrant colours and bountiful harvests 
and you would be hard pushed to find a better place to mark 
this time of abundance than in Wānaka. 

Into the Wild Banquet is a celebration of the art of food, with 
some of the region's finest local chefs crafting a banquet from 
wild and foraged ingredients from around the region. 

As the region’s winegrowers prepare for their own harvests, it 
seems only fitting that guests will look out over lakeside vines 
as they dine in the stunning Rippon Hall. With special hosts for 
the evening and surprise theatrical performances woven into 
each course, this will be a banquet like no other – a veritable 
feast for all the senses!

Special thanks to Rippon.

TUE 28 MAR 
7pm

 
Rippon Hall

 
Duration  
2 hours 

No Interval

 
Tickets $175  

includes banquet, a 
selction of Rippon 
wine and a special  
welcome Festival 

aperitif

 
General Admission 

Seating on long 
banquet tables

2 9

Proudly 
sponsored by

The Phoenix Foundation

Heralding from Wellington, The Phoenix Foundation have lived 
many lives. From high school distortion addicts to indie folk 
trippers to masters of motorik dream pop, they are a band in 
the truest sense: six members each bringing their own unique 
skills to a musical collective responsible for producing some of 
the country’s finest music for over two decades. 

From intelligent and infectiously catchy pop/rock gems, 
to epic, psychedelic prog rock, their music is a glorious 
pop polyglot: sunbleached harmonies, chiming guitars, 
progressive synthscapes and subliminal rhythms, combined 
at the service of consistently high-grade song-writing, yet the 
result never sounds like anyone else. 

There is no better final act to bring the curtain down on the 
Wānaka Festival of Colour on this final night; the audience is 
advised to bring comfy shoes for an evening of toe-tapping 
and inevitable dancing. 

SUN 2 APR  
8.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 

Palace

 
Duration  

110 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets $45

 
General Admission 

Seating not 
guaranteed, venue will 
be set up for dancing

Samuel Scott  
Vocals, guitars, keys

Lukasz Buda  
Vocals, guitars, keys

Conrad Wedde  
Guitars, keys

Will Ricketts 
Percussion, keys, 
vibraphone

Tom Callwood 
Bass, vocals

 

Chris O’Connor  
Drums, percussion

Anita Clarke 
Violin, vocals
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SUN 2 APR  
2pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

60 minutes  
Incl. Interval

 
Tickets  

$52/$47/$42

Student $25

 
Allocated Seating

Bird Like Men
Tararua Ensemble

Bird Like Men is a multimedia performance that brings 
together the artistry of Ariana Tikao, Ruby Solly, Al Fraser and 
Phil Boniface with visual artist, Louise Pōtiki Bryant, weaving 
together sound worlds from both te ao Māori and te ao Pākehā. 

Drawing inspiration from Māori rock art depictions of bird 
people at the Maerewhenua site in Otago, from whānau 
manuscripts of Tikao and from kōrero from Kāi Tahu Whānui, 
it is a contemplation on migration and travel and the deeply 
embedded desire that draws us to return to our spiritual 
homelands. Tararua’s evocative music combines taoka pūoro, 
waiata, karakia and pūrākau (story) with a strong southern 
Māori influence, partnered with the western instrumental 
elements of the cello and double bass.

Ariana Tikao  
Vocals and taoka pūoro

Ruby Solly  
Taoka pūoro and cello

Phil Boniface  
Double bass

Alistair Fraser 
Taoka pūoro

Louise Pōtiki Bryant 
Digital imagery

Proudly 
sponsored by

Photograph by Ebony Lamb
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Force of Nature 
Celebrating 100 years of Forest & Bird 

This gorgeous, rejuvenating evening of eight world premieres 
celebrates the vital conservation work of Forest & Bird, 
reminding us all of the precious beauty of our whenua, moana, 
flora, and fauna.

Founded in 1923 by war veteran Ernest ‘Val’ Sanderson after 
a campaign to restore Kāpiti Island and honour its status as 
a nature reserve, Forest & Bird has played a crucial role in 
preserving New Zealand’s wildlife and wild places. 

Collaborating in concert to salute the mahi of its members 
and supporters, composers and performers including NZTrio 
(Somi Kim, Ashley Brown, Amalia Hall), Peter Scholes, 
Bridget Douglas, Rob Thorne and Yoshiko Tsuruta bring 
their command of acoustic chamber instruments to the 
fore. Featuring atmospheric visual design capturing unique 
environments and native species, both on land and in the sea, 
this stirring one-off performance is inspired by – and aspires 
to the future of – the Aotearoa way of life.

Presented in partnership with Performing Arts Community Trust (PACT).

SUN 2 APR 
7.30pm

 
Lake Wānaka 

Centre

 
Duration  

75 minutes  
No Interval

 
Tickets  

$52/$47/$42

 
Allocated Seating

Proudly 
sponsored by

Proudly 
supported by
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Remote Thoughts
Musings from the bush

For four years, Wānaka teacher Anna Shaw lived and taught 
in Wadeye, a remote indigenous community in the Northern 
Territory. Wadeye is located 400 kilometres SE of Darwin 
near the Kimberley. 3,000 people living at the end of 300km 
of dirt road. 

This solo show explores the complexities of being a whitefella 
with the privilege of living in a blackfella community. A 
teacher building relationships with her students and the 
womenfolk. It’s honest, sad and funny. 

The piece will be peppered with songs and images. Join Anna 
on her journey for the premiere season of Remote Thoughts.

MON 27 MAR  
6pm

TUE 28 MAR  
6pm

 
Hāwea Flat Hall

 
Duration  

60 minutes 

 
Tickets $30

 
General Admission

Songcatcher
Songcatcher is a Wānaka based choir who meet every 
Wednesday evening to share the joy of singing. Some of the 
members have been singing together for over 20 years, which 
is a wonderful testament to the power of song. Songcatcher 
sing an eclectic mix of music from around the world; from 
Georgian lullabies to Electric Light Orchestra, many of which 
will be performed for this special Festival of Colour concert.

THU 30 MAR  
6pm

Pacific Crystal 
Palace

 
Duration  

45 minutes 

 
Tickets $15

 
General Admission
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After Dark: Walking into 
the nights of Aotearoa
Did you know that night doesn’t fall, it rises? That 
there are three grades of twilight? If you have ever 
wondered what goes on at night beyond the lit-up 
boundaries of our human world, then this special 
event, which explores the stories and themes in 
Annette Lees’ latest book, After Dark: Walking into the 
nights of Aotearoa, is for you.

The evening will start just on dusk, when we will gather 
at Edgewater Resort for a special tour with acclaimed 
nonfiction author Annette Lees.

The walk will involve following trails into the bush and 
requires a moderate level of mobility. 

Sturdy footwear is recommended.

WED 29 MAR  
8.30pm

 
Edgewater Hotel

 

Duration  
70 minutes 

 
Tickets $30  
includes hot drink after walk

Aspiring 
Conversations
Bring your friends and join the wide range of discussions - politics, climate, 
Treaty issues, families and young people, women in sport - and stargazing. The 
speakers are people who’ve grappled with issues and made an impact. Listen, 
ask questions, discuss and discover, meet writers and speakers, browse the 
PaperPlus bookstall and have your books signed by the authors.
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Treaty Settlements
From 2008 to 2017, Chris Finlayson was Treaty Settlements 
Minister and oversaw settlements that broke new ground for 
the Crown – like recognising the iwi view that the Whanganui 
river is a living entity and giving it legal standing in its own 
right. The same approach was used for Tūhoe and Te Urewera 
National Park, providing a bridge between the Māori world 
view and the common law legal system. Chris Finlayson talks 
about acknowledging past wrongs and misdeeds, about 
reconciliation and seeking to put things right.

Global Heating
Will the world move fast enough to prevent catastrophic 
weather changes?

Chlöe Swarbrick is from the Green Party, who’ve highlighted 
the urgent need for us to get to work on climate issues.  
Journalist Rod Oram has attended the last two major climate 
conferences -  in Egypt and Glasgow. Are the political 
discussions simply what Greta Thunberg called “the blah, 
blah, blah”? 

We will include a senior high school student alongside Kathryn 
Ryan to ask questions from the generation who will bear the 
brunt of global warming.
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Tāngata Ngāi Tahu:  
Wānaka and Hāwea
Join Helen Brown and Michael J. Stevens from the Ngāi Tahu 
Archive as they explore two hundred years of tribal history in 
the Wānaka and Hāwea region. 

They will share the life-stories of Waitaha, Ngāti Mamoe and 
Ngāi Tahu tipuna (ancestors) with whakapapa connections to 
the area. People who feature in the award-winning book series 
Tāngata Ngāi Tahu: People of Ngāi Tahu.

Hear about rangatira (chiefs), mahinga kai practitioners, 
Ngāi Tahu Claim advocates, land trustees, tribal stalwarts, 
and tipuna whose descendants have mana whenua (tribal 
authority) in the region today.

Proudly 
sponsored by

Finding Hope  
Letters to young people
GP, youth worker and poet Glenn Colquhoun has written 
Letters for Young People – a series of poems addressing 
the fractured lives of the young people he works with at the 
Horowhenua Youth Health Service. 

He will be joined by local writer Liz Breslin and former Family 
Court judge Annis Somerville (Ngāi Tahu, born in Lawrence 
and retired to Wānaka). 

Each has written a letter to their younger self to share with us. 
They reflect on challenges we have all faced at different times 
growing up and some that we are living with today, as well as 
discuss how we can help each other and find connection. 
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FRI 31 MAR  
1pm

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
60 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

SAT 1 APR  
11am

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
60 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

SAT 1 APR 
9am

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
75 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

Proudly 
sponsored by

SAT 1 APR  
1pm

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
75 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $1 
General Admission

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Family Dynamics
Untangling family relationships is complicated for most of us 
but writing and publishing a personal memoir with clarity and 
honesty takes a lot of courage. 

In Lil O’Brien’s Not That I’d Kiss a Girl, she writes about her 
own personal journey and movingly recounts the fallout from 
her parents’ accidental discovery of her sexual orientation.  
 
Charlotte Grimshaw embarks on a search for understanding 
her own life in her powerful memoir The Mirror Book. Part of 
that is a parental accounting. There’s her mother Kay who says 
she’s “too different”, and her father – writer CK Stead – who 
says, “It’s material; make a story out of it”. Charlotte decides 
that “the way to save your life is to tell the story that’s true.”

Media and Race
Major events ranging from the terrorist murders in 
Christchurch to the apology for the dawn raids in Auckland, 
have highlighted how race and racism have been woven 
through our society. 

The media has been reporting on these issues but has also 
had to look at its own attitudes and practices. How is the 
media changing?

Anna Fifield has overseen a number of changes as editor of the 
Dominion Post. Paddy Gower apologised for an interview he 
did with white supremacists, shortly before the Christchurch 
killings. Morgan Godfery Te Pahipoto (Ngāti Awa), Lalomanu 
(Samoa) often tackles race issues in his commentaries on 
radio, TV and in print. 
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SUN 2 APR  
11am

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

 

Duration  
60 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

New Kids On The Block
What’s it like being a new kid on the parliamentary block? How 
do you bring your own experiences into the big machine and 
work for change? Our three speakers, Marilyn Waring, Chlöe 
Swarbrick and Ibraham Omer represent different generations, 
different experiences, different parties. 

They discuss their experiences and what has changed in the 
time between their terms in Parliament and what remains 
firmly entrenched.
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Wāhine Toa—Sports Women
Women were real leaders in the Tokyo Olympics and then 
the Black Ferns blew us away with their performance at the 
Rugby World Cup. But it still remains a much harder road for 
sportswomen than for sportsmen. Our panel discusses  
the issues.

Dame Valerie Adams is one of the world’s most celebrated 
athletes and is also a mother, a daughter, a sister, and a 
survivor. Alice Soper has been playing rugby since she was 
13 years old and is a staunch advocate for getting women’s 
rugby over the advantage line. Rosara Joseph was a mountain 
bike racer at the 2006 Commonwealth Games and the Beijing 
Olympics. She’s also a Rhodes Scholar with a PhD in law from 
Oxford.

SUN 2 APR  
1pm

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
75 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

SAT 1 APR  
3pm

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
60 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

SUN 2 APR  
9am

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
60 minutes 

 
Tickets $20 
Students $10 
General Admission

Proudly 
sponsored by

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Between the 1980s and 2015 David Vass, a Wānaka resident 
for over 30 years, was one of New Zealand’s leading 
mountaineers. In 2015, however, everything changed when 
a climbing trip in Fiordland resulted in a broken neck, and 
incomplete tetraplegia. Not Set in Stone eloquently describes 
the passion of his mountain life, but so too the consequences 
of when it goes wrong, and ranges in scope from epic 'ripping 
yarns' through to insightful reflection on the place of adventure 
in the modern world. 

This brave, compelling book will be launched as part of the 
Wānaka Festival of Colour.
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Not Set In Stone
The passion and consequence of a mountain life

R I C H A R D  A D A M S

e x h i b i t i o n  o p e n i n g

3 3  H e l w i c k  s t r e e t  /  a l l  w e l c o m e

2 4 t h  M a r c h  5 - 7 p m
TUE 28 MAR  
5.30pm

 
Pacific Crystal 
Palace

Duration  
75 minutes 

 
Free Event 
General Admission

DAVID VASS

The passion and consequence of a mountain life

NOT SET IN

Proudly 
supported by

Harvest Long Lunch   |  12pm-3pm
This is a day to enjoy a celebration of rescued, local food, 
community growers and the harvest’s bounty. All food 
will be locally donated by Kiwiharvest and the Wānaka 
community and will be transformed into a delicious, multi-
course lunch cooked by some of the regions top chefs. 
Guest speakers will talk about why, how and what we eat 
is so important. 
 BYO plate, cutlery and drinking vessel. 
 
Sunday 26th March 2023

The Venue, 3 Mountain View Drive, Wānaka

$55 per person + booking fees 
$20 per child (under 10) + booking fees (maximum 
2 children per paying adult). 

Local wine and local beer available on the day. All profits from 
the event go to Wānaka's Food For Love and Kiwiharvest. 

    www.wao.co.nz

Harvest Festival Market   |  10am-2pm
The Harvest Festival Market is all about connecting and 
celebrating our food and stories with each other. Showcasing 
locally produced food and food services from throughout 
the Upper Clutha. Come down and speak to our local food 
producers, grab some kai, participate in seed swapping and 
watch cooking demonstrations using local food. 

The Apple Drive   |  10am-4pm
This annual event is a showcase of making use of and reducing 
food waste by preserving surplus produce. Local Food 
Wānaka will be hosting a communal chutney making as well as 
fresh juice pressing. Bring your surplus fruit, a sharp knife, a 
chopping board, small jars and 1-2 litre bottles for juice and join 
the communal activities. 
 
Saturday 25th March 2023

The Venue, 3 Mountain View Drive, Wānaka

$5 Koha would be appreciated

B O O K  L A U N C H
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The Book Factory
The Book Factory is a low-fi hi-brow diamond cut book kiln 
purple sheen. It makes the book object but you have to make 
the book. Every half hour the system discharges all stored 
(human) energy and (print) matter into the latest proof of 
NAGOLGY. Enter your will/words/wits/work into orbit and 
behold their precipitation into hard matter, or exhaust yourself 
trying. 

A recycled and human-powered exercise in publishing The 
Book Factory is a collaboration between Nag (a self-powered 
artist studio created by Marcus McShane) and 5ever Books. 
Join our temporary publishing house and write, edit, draw, 
print, or pedal to help us produce a series of unique books 
entirely with human energy. 

FRI 31 MAR 
4pm-8pm

SAT 1 APR 
11am-4pm

SUN 2 APR 
11am-4pm

 
Bullock Creek

 
Free Event

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Three Nests
Created by Marcus McShane

To a bird, an egg must surely be the ultimate symbol of hope. 
Three Nests is an installation made of light, sound, and found 
materials that creates voices for and animates the eggs of 
three of New Zealand’s extinct indigenous birds and tells, in 
their own words, their take on their own extinction. 

The scripts for the piece were created by three award-winning 
New Zealand writers, Jamie McCaskill, Ralph MCubbin-
Howell, and Claire O’Loughlin, and are voiced by a cast of 
six New Zealand actors, and the immersive soundscape for 
the entire piece was composed by Emmy-award winning 
composer Tane Upjohn-Beatson. 
 
The installation creates a natural harmony between light and 
voice, and the three scripts are humorous, beautiful, and 
deeply relevant to New Zealand right now. Three Nests was 
originally commissioned by the Aotearoa New Zealand Festival 
of the Arts as a part of For The Birds. It premiered at the NZ 
Festival and was reviewed as one of the highlights.

SUN 26 MAR 
-SUN 2 APR

 
Bullock Creek

 
Free Event
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Jim & Barb’s Relationship Advice Bureau
Melbourne couple, Jim & Barb are about to celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary. They have remained co-dependent and 
dysfunctional all that time. How have they stayed together for so long?

Come and have a cup of tea with them. You can ask questions. They 
will give you relationship advice…and a biscuit.

They have had no training, qualifications or experience.

In fact, after you speak to them, you’ll probably just be left with more 
questions and need to seek further professional advice.

Venues Pacific Crystal Palace Lawn

When 11am - 1pm
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Returning to the Festival is the ever-popular Wānaka New World 
Festival Community Day where the lakefront takes centre stage for a 
series of free events, performances, and exhibitions.

This year’s line-up includes spectacular circus performances by the 
Biggest Little Circus and Silk & Circus, the wonderfully talented On 
Point Dance with a newly curated site specific dance work Surface 
Tension, the hugely popular United Dance Crew performing a variety 
of numbers including Jazz, Hip Hop and contemporary dance routines, 
and we’re delighted to welcome two beautiful cultural groups from 
Queenstown: The Wasabi Choir, a Japanese Community Choir and 
Qampi, a Philippine Cultural Dance group who will both share some of 
their traditional vocals and dance techniques.

And as if that wasn’t enough a selection of bands will be bringing 
an array of live music to the crowds and there will be many quirky 
characters and interactive activities popping up around the streets on 
the day.

Bike in, walk in, boat in, and enjoy a day of performances from local 
and national artists celebrating the vibrancy the Festival brings to the 
community, all against the best imaginable backdrop!

A full schedule of performance times is available on our website.
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Biggest Little Circus
This show includes everything from highly skilled juggling, aerial 
acrobatics and even a human changing room. You can’t miss their 
leotards and you don’t want to miss their one-of-a-kind finale. The 
Biggest Little Circus is a show full of audience interaction, a whole lot of 
kiwi charm and plenty of lycra. 

As an international festival there are four key components we look for in 
programming work - quality, engagement, accessibility and innovation 
- they tick all the boxes! - Glen Pickering, World Buskers Festival Biggest.

They created a buzz that was so vibrant and colourful! They are 
talented, entertaining and have incredible audience participation.  
—Blah Blah Marketing, NZ

Venues Dinosaur Park

When 10am & 2pm

Proudly 
sponsored by

Venues Kai Whakapai, Dinosaur Park and central streets of Wānaka

When Saturday 1 April 10am–3pm

             Visit our website www.festivalofcolour.co.nz for the full 
programme schedule



4 5

F
R

E
E

Jenny Mitchell
Jenny will perform for students and share her personal journey 
as a young musician.

 

Adam Page
Adam Page is a multi-instrumentalist, composer, music 
educator and record producer based in Adelaide, South 
Australia. Adam will perform and workshop with high school 
students.

 

 A Boy with Wings
A comic, touching, and environmental story using the ageless 
wonder of puppetry, live music and exquisite hand-crafted sets 
that magically unfold out of boxes, telling an epic fable of one 
young man’s life-altering journey to perform in local primary 
schools around the region.

Aro Music
Emily and Charles of Aro present their collection of stories 
and waiata celebrating our natural heritage in this beautiful 
country, including award-nominated waiata about the native 
birdlife of this land to primary schools.

There are also performances in our general programme that students can 
enjoy, including:

Royal New Zealand Ballet, Shel We, Maureen Harbinger of Death, The 
Savage Coloniser Show, The King of Taking, New Owner, The Adventures of 
Alvin Sputnik, Jenny Mitchell, Adam Page, Force of Nature, Bird Like Men, 
Outdoors Free Street Theatre and Biggest Little Circus.
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We are back in school! The Wānaka Festival of Colour SchoolFest 
offers free and low-cost events for primary, intermediate, and 
secondary students. A variety of our performers run workshops and 
put on special performances for students, and we provide discounted 
tickets for school groups to some of our public performances.

Bookings can be made with our dedicated Schools Coordinator  
Jo Hewson-Williams. Email hewsonwilliamsj@mtaspiring.school.nz  
to get an information pack.

Royal New Zealand Ballet
RNZB Dance Educator Neve Pierce will be back in Wānaka 
for a week running school and community workshops. See 
page 6 for more on the RNZB public performance.

 

Ruby Solly
Acclaimed writer, poet and musician, Ruby Solly will work 
with senior students on writing and composing workshops.

 

Back to Square One?
Anders Falstie-Jensen will share his delightful solo work 
with students.

 

Proudly 
sponsored by
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Living Stories
Check out a person instead of a book and enjoy a unique 
storytelling experience. 

Living Stories is a storytelling project based on a collection 
of local people who volunteer as human books. On the Upper 
Clutha bookshelf, you will find stories based on lifestyle, 
experiences, career paths and areas of expertise, such as travel 
and history. Sit with a human book for a 30-minute session to 
listen, converse and ask questions in a relaxed small group.

This event will be held at Wānaka Library, a safe and inclusive 
space where our human books can share their stories openly 
and unjudged. 

Each of our human books will be available to book at various 
times throughout the weekend. Conversations will happen 
simultaneously in nooks and locations in and around Wānaka 
Library. 

Browse our Living Stories bookshelf on the Wānaka Festival of 
Colour website and secure tickets for as many human books as 
you would like to listen to. 

For more information visit codc-qldc.govt.nz/whats-on  
Or contact eve.marshall-lea@qldc.govt.nz  | (03) 443 0425

FRI 31-SUN 2 APR 
Various Times

 
Wānaka Public 

Library

 
Duration  

30 minutes 

 
Free Event 

Ticket bookings required 
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Zine-making Workshop
A zine is a homemade mini magazine. But that’s not the 
whole truth of it. Perhaps the best way to explain a zine is 
to hand one to people so they can see for themselves. 

In this hands-on workshop led by Liz Breslin, you will learn 
about zine folds, forms and culture and leave with copies 
of your very own zine to hand on to other people. 

A zine is an ideal gift. 

FRI 31 MAR  
3pm

SAT 1 APR  
10am

 
Armstrong Room

Lake Wānaka 
Centre

 
Duration  

60 minutes

 
Free Event 

Ticket bookings required 
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Sit at our old, paper strewn table, choose your favourite 
typewriter from our colourful collection and type a letter to 
your Big Love, Granny, unborn child, cool neighbour, future 
self or Santa. We prefer to help you compose a thrilling love 
letter, but will support you to write a stinging break-up note 
too - if you must.

Sign up, type up & spread the love letters- in the most noisy 
clickety-clack-clack way!

SUN 2 APR  
10am, 11am, 12pm 

& 1pm

 
Armstrong Room

Lake Wānaka Centre

 
Duration  

50 minutes 

 
Free Event 

Ticket bookings required 

Letter Bonanza
Come type your heart out & write someone a letter! 

Proudly 
sponsored by



PAGE SHOW VENUE SUNDAY 26 MONDAY 27 TUESDAY 28 WEDNESDAY 29 THURSDAY 30 FRIDAY 31 SATURDAY 1 SUNDAY 2

13 Back to Square One? Luggate Memorial Hall 6pm 6pm

32 Remote Thoughts Hāwea Flat Hall 6pm 6pm

14 Elephant Talk Mt Aspiring College Theatre 6pm 6pm 6pm 6pm 6pm 6pm

10 The Savage Coloniser Show Lake Wānaka Centre 7pm

16 Adventures of Alvin Sputnik Hāwea Flat Hall 6pm 11am & 6pm

17 The King of Taking Lake Wānaka Centre 1pm & 7pm

15 The Gods The Gods The Gods The Beehive, Hāwea 8.30pm

19 New Owner Hāwea Flat Hall 6pm 11am & 6pm

11 Maureen Harbinger of Death Lake Wānaka Centre 7pm 1pm

20 Reb Fountain Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

23 Whirimako Black Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

22 Adam Page: Colours of Grief Pacific Crystal Palace 5pm

21 Jenny Mitchell Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

25 Otto & Astrid Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

32 Songcatcher Pacific Crystal Palace 6 pm

27 Simon O'Neill & NZTrio Lake Wānaka Centre 7pm

24 Modern Māori Quartet Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

29 The Phoenix Foundation Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

18 Aro Music Luggate Memorial Hall 11am

30 Bird Like Men Lake Wānaka Centre 2pm

31 Force of Nature Lake Wānaka Centre 7.30pm

8 The Royal New Zealand Ballet Lake Wānaka Centre 6pm & 8.30pm

9 Shel We Lake Wānaka Centre 7pm

12 Bannockburn Ball Bannockburn Hall 7.30pm

12 Crystal Palace Dancehall Pacific Crystal Palace 8.30pm

28 Into the Wild Banquet Rippon Hall 7pm

39 Richard Adam Exhibition Gallery 33 All day All day All day All day All day All day All day All day

41 The Book Factory Bullock Creek 4pm 11am FREE

40 Three Nests Bullock Creek Any time Any time Any time Any time Any time Any time Any time Any time FREE

38 David Vass book launch Pacific Crystal Palace 5.30pm

33 After Dark: Annette Lees Edgewater Hotel 8.30pm

34 Tangata Ngāi Tahu Pacific Crystal Palace 1pm

35 Gloabal Heating Pacific Crystal Palace 9am

34 Treaty Settlements Pacific Crystal Palace 11am

35 Finding Hope Pacific Crystal Palace 1pm

36 New Kids on the block Pacific Crystal Palace 3pm

36 Family Dynamics Pacific Crystal Palace 9am

37 Media & Race Pacific Crystal Palace 11am

37 Wāhine Toa Pacific Crystal Palace 1pm

46 Zines workshops Lake Wānaka Centre 3 pm 10am FREE

47 Living Stories Wānaka Library Various Various Various FREE

46 Letter Bonanza workshop Lake Wānaka Centre Various FREE

42 Community Day Various 10am - 3pm FREE
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Venue Information
Lake Wānaka Centre 
89 Ardmore Street, Wānaka

Pacific Crystal Palace 
71 Ardmore Street, Wānaka

Hāwea Flat Hall 
Cnr St Ninians Way & Camphill Road, 
Hāwea Flat

Luggate Hall 
54 Main Road, Luggate

Bannockburn Hall  
18 Hall Road, Bannockburn

The Beehive, The Camp, Hāwea 
1208 Lake Hāwea 
Makarora Road, Lake Hāwea

Wānaka CBD and Dinosaur Park 
Helwick and Ardmore Street, Wānaka

Edgewater Hotel 
54 Sargood Drive, Wānaka

Mount Aspiring College Theatre 
101 Plantation Road, Wānaka

Rippon Hall 
246 Wānaka Mount Aspiring Road, 
Wānaka

Wānaka Library 
Dunmore Street, Wānaka  

Visit www.festivalofcolour.co.nz  
to view venue map

The Festival Team
Sophie Kelly – Artistic Director 

Charlie Unwin – Executive Director

Philip Tremewan – Aspiring 
Conversations Programmer

Ruth Heath – Operations Manager

Kelcey Radford – Event Manager

Joanna Hewson-Williams – Schools 
Coordinator

Katy Macpherson – Ticketing Manager

Jo Mills – Publicity Manager

Brittany Davies – Studio Acht –  
Brand & Design

Kagwa Kironde – Dream Config –  
Website Design

Technical Team
Danny Hones – Technical Director

Emily Hakaraia – Head of Sound

Simon Raynor – Head of Lighting & AV

Karena Letham – Pacific Crystal Palace 
Venue Manager

Blair Ryan – Pacific Crystal Palace Site 
Manager

Technical support – Dennis Schwarz, 
Grenville Craig, Clement Fu’a, Alistair 
Cameron, Mo Newport, Chris Sanders, 
Brad Harris, Andy Allison

Trustees & Advisors
Alistair King (Chair)

Fiona McPhee (Deputy Chair)

Trevor Crawford

Penny Deans

Nicola King

Jo McGregor

Annis Somerville

Mike Toepfer

Mark Verbiest

Annabel Wilson

Dennis Schwarz (Technical)

Fiona Rowley – Settlor

Prue Wallis – Patron

Caterer – Federal Diner 

Festival styling – The Full Effect

Thank you to Wānaka Hotel for hosting 
the Pacific Crystal Palace and Stars in 
Your Eyes for loaning us your risers.

How to Book
Book online at www.festivalofcolour.co.nz 

Or call 022 484 9669

Or Festival Box Office at Lake Wānaka Centre, 89 
Ardmore Street, Wānaka, 9305

Box Office opening times for cash and EFTPOS 
sales: -

Friday 3 February from 8:30am to 2pm 

Monday 27 March to Sunday 2 April from 9am daily. 

For all ticketing queries please email ticketing@
festivalofcolour.co.nz or phone 022 4 TIX NOW (022 
484 9669). No ticket bookings via email.

When to Book
Sponsors, Benefactors and Patrons Bookings: 
Monday 30 January 7pm - Thursday 2 February 
Midday

General Bookings start Friday 3 February 8:30am

Booking Details
There are no booking fees, only a 3% credit card 
processing fee. Your tickets will be emailed to you. 
Download to your mobile device for scanning at the 
venue.

To do our part environmentally, printed tickets are 
no longer available.

Student tickets require a valid Student Identification 
Card on entry to the performance.

Door Sales
Door sale allocations are available for shows not 
already sold out; these tickets will be on sale at the 
venue 30 minutes prior to performance.

Booking Conditions—IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The Wānaka Festival of Colour reserves the right 
to alter without notice the advertised schedule of 
artists, performances or programmes. Tickets are 
subject to availability and issued according to the 
best available.

Tickets are non-transferable between 
performances.

Ticket prices include GST. Credit card processing 
fees of 3% apply. 

Performances at the Lake Wānaka Centre are 
allocated seating. All other performances are 
general admission. Allocated seating prices are for 
A/B/C Reserve seats. Student tickets are available 
in B&C Reserve only.

The use of mobile telephones or other similar 
devices is not permitted during shows. The use 
of cameras or other recording devices is strictly 
prohibited.

We reserve the right to admit latecomers only at a 
suitable point in the performance.

If a show is cancelled, the ticket price will be 
refunded. Transaction fees are non-refundable.

View full booking terms and conditions online.

Ticket Exchange
While we do not offer refunds, if you find you are 
unable to attend a show, we have a ticket exchange 
board for buying and selling tickets situated in the 
Lake Wānaka Centre from 22 March. Please note the 
Wānaka Festival of Colour is not responsible for any 
exchanges made between third parties.

 

Accessibility
Wheelchair access – is available for all venues. For 
further information contact the festival office on 
03 443 4172. If you require assistance to access a 
festival venue, please contact us in advance.

Companion seats – We’d like to support everyone 
who needs support in accessing festival events. 
Please let us know when you book if you require a 
companion seat alongside yours.

Service dogs – Service dogs are welcome at our 
festival venues. Please let the box office staff 
know via email or phone if your service dog will be 
accompanying you when you book your ticket.

Safe Space
Wānaka Festival of Colour is committed to providing 
a safe space for everyone. We have a zero tolerance 
for discriminatory and bullying behaviours.

COVID-19 Information 
Sadly, the pandemic is still with us. To honour our 
duty of care for our artists and the community alike, 
if an artist gets sick and can no longer travel or 
perform, or there are other restrictions or conditions 
to a performance, events may be postponed or 
cancelled. We will offer exchanges or refunds to 
our ticket holders should this happen. These will 
be communicated via the email address used to 
purchase the tickets. Please keep an eye on your 
emails and our social media for updates. Wānaka 
Festival of Colour is committed to the safety and 
wellbeing of the community, audiences and artists.

The Festival team, artists and audiences are 
required to comply with the latest Government 
health advice at the time of the event. We ask 
for your patience, care, and trust as we navigate 
running our events at this time.
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Presented by Major Grants

2023

Book now  
festivalofcolour.co.nz

Paul Tamati


