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Q: Have you hired minorities either as paid staff or as unpaid interns? If
YES, have any been from the Muslim, Arab-American or South Asian
communities?

A: Yes. In both of my previous campaigns for City Council (2015 and 2019) and
in my current campaign for Mayor, I have had a diverse paid staff, including
my campaign manager (2015 and my mayoral race), my political and field
directors (all three campaigns) and in this year’s race, my digital media firm is
minority and female owned and led.

Q: Have you worked with the Muslim American community in prior
campaigns?

A: We have worked to obtain the support of and campaign in every community
in each of my campaigns including the Muslim, Arab-American or South Asian
communities. Unlike other candidates and campaigns, I do not narrowly
target my election efforts to specific audiences because I believe that to help
lead a city, candidates should try to win the support of every member of that
community.

Q: What do you consider to be the most important issues facing your
locality? What are your top priorities to address those issues?

A: I believe there are three key priorities for the next mayor:
● Community safety: I am proud to be the only candidate to have released a

comprehensive plan to improve public safety in every community, with a 10
point action plan for my first 100 days.  I hope that you can review my
community safety plan on my campaign’s website, www.votedomb.com.

● Economic opportunity and jobs (and the education and training they will
require): Philadelphia has the highest-among-big-cities poverty rate and one



of the lowest business formation rates in the country. If we are going to
address our city's poverty, we must provide residents with real economic
opportunity. I believe as important as it is to have more people working at
good wages, it is critical Philadelphia increase the number of entrepreneurs
and neighborhood business leaders. To ensure that workers are prepared to
take new jobs will require the city to change how we educate and train
today’s workers and tomorrow’s.

● Restoring lost faith and trust in government: Philadelphia is headed on the
wrong track, and its seeming inability to provide community safety, fix our
crumbling schools or provide basic city services is causing people to lose faith
in our collective future. As mayor, I will focus on what is most important, hire
and support qualified leaders for each city department, and hold them -- and
myself -- accountable for results.

Q: Why are you running for office? Why now?
A: I am running for mayor because Philadelphia is in crisis. We have a

community safety crisis, a poverty and jobs crisis, an education crisis and a
crisis of affordable housing. The city is losing population and while the
number of jobs in the city is up, it's still below what it was pre-pandemic. Our
budget is temporarily flush with COVID related revenues but remains
unstable over the long-term with significant underfunded liabilities. We need
someone who has the right skill set, vision and commitment to working
collaboratively if we are going to address Philadelphia’s biggest challenges.

As mayor, I will first fight to reduce the violence too many communities are
facing by focusing on the most violent and taking illegal guns off the street. I
know that there isn't a way to "solve" crime -- it's usually a symptom of
underlying problems like poverty, a lack of opportunity and housing and food
insecurity. We have to create real opportunity for today's workers and
tomorrow's. I want to lift people out of poverty, not make it more
comfortable. While others talk about helping create jobs, I will be focused on
creating more entrepreneurs, which is the best way to create opportunity
and generational wealth. I want to become a city of homeowners once again,
which will require increased development and more people working at



higher wages. And I want to refocus our school system around students and
parents.

Q: What is the extent of your current engagement with the Muslim
American community in your locality?

A: As a member of City Council I worked closely with every community, and in
this campaign, I have sought the endorsement and support of the Muslim
community. I have met with Muslim leaders and attended Mosques during all
of my campaigns and while on City Council.

Q: Inclusivity is important to Emgage PAC. We work to uplift the voices of
minority communities with a specific focus on Muslim Americans, but
not limited to it. What would you do to ensure that your campaign
and/or your staff represent the diversity of your district/state?

A: I am committed to making sure that every voice is represented in my
administration.  But I don’t expect people to accept my word: I want them to
be able to hold me accountable.  That’s why as part of my government
reform plan, I pledged to make my administration the most transparent in
the country. I did this because I believe It is essential for city government to
operate openly and honestly with citizens and to provide maximum access to
information. Only then can government be fully accountable and transparent
– including about who is serving in the administration. As mayor, I will make
accountability and transparency more than just buzzwords by expanding
Open Data Philly and transferring the information in a responsible and timely
manner to the Office of Information and Technology for the purposes of
sharing on Open Data Philly.

Q: Many Mosques and Islamic Centers face scrutiny when applying for
zoning permits to build or expand. If elected, can the Muslim
community count on you as an ally to help mitigate those issues and
build a bridge of understanding as we grow as a community?

A: Yes. I believe that Philadelphia can and must fulfill our founding fathers belief
in a country that is welcoming to every race, creed and religion. That begins
with ensuring that the devout have a place to worship as they choose.



Q: In recent years, Americans have witnessed some of the deadliest mass
shootings in modern US history. While handguns are the most
commonly used weapon in single-victim homicides, nearly all of our
nation’s deadliest mass shooting attacks have been carried out with
assault weapons, a class of semi-automatic firearms based on
high-power military designs that are designed to allow a shooter to
rapidly and continuously fire at large numbers of targets while
retaining control of the gun. Would you support placing restrictions on
these weapons in Philadelphia, such as legislation that would ban the
sale and transfer of semi-automatic assault rifles?

A: Yes, I would.  But we can not simply throw our hands up if the state and
federal government fails to act to restrict access to weapons of war or to
crack down on the illegal guns that are destroying our communities.

As mayor, I will crack down on gun violence and address its root causes in
order to reduce gun violence and homicides by 50 percent by the end of my
first term.

I will do this by working with the police to prioritize where crime is occurring
and targeting the most violent. Under my leadership, Philadelphia will
expand policing in the neighborhoods with the highest crime rates as well as
constitutional Terry Stops focused on gun crimes, as City Council President
Darrell L. Clarke has called for. A special focus will be given to preventing gun
violence among juveniles. To ensure that people’s rights are protected, police
will receive increased access to regular training, such as illegal straw
purchasing training, and supporting additional focused deterrence programs
that save lives and deliver positive change.

But it’s not enough to focus on illegal guns used in the commission of a
crime. In my administration, anyone caught with an illegal gun in any
situation or in possession of a gun while committing a crime will be arrested
and prosecuted.  If for any reason Philadelphia’s District Attorney refuses to



prosecute some gun crimes, I will work with state and federal law
enforcement partners to remove the cases from his jurisdiction. Lives and
the very future of the city cannot and will not be the subject of political and
ideological gamesmanship.

I will also work with federal and state authorities to stop illegal guns from
being brought to Philadelphia in the first place. I will also work with state
leaders to dramatically increase the penalties for straw purchasers and with
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to get
dangerous firearms off our streets, crack down on bad actors illegally selling
firearms, and apprehend individuals involved in illegal firearm trades.

Q: Please describe any actions you plan to take over your term to bring
attention to gun violence prevention.

A: I believe that we must stop the culture around carrying a gun to make it
shameful and a sign of weakness.  I will work with community and religious
leaders, schools and others to redefine what it means to carry a gun. Only
then can we stop the demand for guns and the risk that comes from people
carrying them without reason.

Q: In 2021, Emgage published a report on the double standards in Foreign
Terrorist Organization (FTO) and Domestic Terrorist (DT) designation,
noting that acts of terrorism should be labeled consistently, regardless
of the perpetrator’s race, religion, or ethnicity. The report concludes
that the current U.S. penal code sufficiently addresses cases of
domestic terrorism and does not require additional legislation. Do you
agree with this conclusion?

A: I do agree with this conclusion, yes.  We should label things what they are –
including domestic terrorism, which is distressingly on the rise.  The harm
and terror terrorists inflict is the same regardless of where they come from
or what their reasons are.



Q: African Americans represent a large and growing portion of the Muslim
American community, how would you characterize the Black Lives
Matter movement? What policy solutions would you support, if any, to
address concerns raised by the Black Lives Matter movement?

A: I believe that Black Lives Matter and that all of us, not just elected officials,
need to focus on ensuring that our systems of community safety and
criminal justice treats every community equally.  We can not allow the
significant improvements we have made in recent years, nor the loss of life
that so often prompts these reforms, to go to naught.

In my community safety plan, I declared it was critical that the city
dramatically increase recruitment and retention efforts in order to ensure
that basic public safety functions can continue, but that we don’t just need
“more” policing, we need better policing.

As mayor, I will triple the funding for recruitment efforts and bolster the
department’s cadet program, with a particular emphasis on increasing
diversity. Diversifying the police force can help reduce racial disparities in
policing and strengthen community-police collaboration and interaction. I
will focus on improving retention strategies and provide additional resources
for training and basic technologies that enable the department to derive a
highly-qualified, highly-trained diverse police force.

Q: The COVID-19 pandemic has had a disproportionate economic impact
on minority communities. Do you support efforts to fund critical
priorities like public health, child care, infrastructure, and job creation
in vulnerable communities? In what ways would you address and
remedy the widening wealth gap?

A: We have to create real opportunities for today's workers and tomorrow's. I
want to lift people out of poverty, not make it more comfortable. While
others talk about helping create jobs, I will be focused on creating more
entrepreneurs, which is the best way to create opportunity and generational



wealth. I want to become a city of homeowners once again, which will require
increased development and more people working at higher wages.

As mayor, I will focus on inclusive growth policies designed to create jobs in
every neighborhood. To do this, I will move to update our outdated tax
system, stop double taxing job creators, make government easier to deal
with and focus on creating more entrepreneurs, which I believe is the best
way to create generational wealth.

To help create the next generation of entrepreneurs and train workers
needed to fill new jobs, I will move to have our schools begin to teach
financial literacy, tech and entrepreneurship in every grade and offer high
school students the opportunity to work one day a week for credit, teaching
them important life skills.

Of course, businesses need access to capital to invest and grow and as
mayor, I will work with banks and CDFIs to increase the access to capital for
new, small and minority entrepreneurs. It is unacceptable that Philadelphia
has one of the lowest rates of Black and Brown owned businesses.

The benefits of a growing economy that creates good paying jobs goes
beyond work itself because it helps workers afford to become homeowners
and build wealth.

As the only candidate for mayor who has successfully built a business from
the ground up, I believe I am uniquely qualified to help create new jobs here,
which will make it possible for families to more readily afford

Q: Please provide your views regarding the U.S. justice system and your
position, if any, on criminal justice reform.

A: Although the mayor does not have any role to play in the U.S justice system, I
am a supporter of reforms to our entire justice system to lessen the number
of people who go to jail or, even worse, cycle in and out of jail.



Unfortunately, the public debate has become too simplistic, with people
hardened into their positions based on ideology and not facts.  I believe
there are a small number of bad, violent people in this world who will do
harm until they are stopped.  I also believe that everyone else is decent and,
even if they make a mistake, should be given a change to rebuild their lives.
Unfortunately, that doesn’t happen often enough.

I believe we must do more to first prevent crime and then give those who
have been sentenced an opportunity to make a clean break with their past.
That’s one of the reasons why I sponsored adult coding programs in
Philadelphia prisons.

But to be confident we are keeping our commitments, we must increase
transparency around our criminal justice system to include arrests and the
disposition of cases.

Q: Do you believe that convicted felons who have served their time should
have their right to vote restored?

A: In most instances, yes.

Q: What is your position on mandatory minimum sentencing?
A: I am opposed, generally, to mandatory minimums except for the most

heinous crimes. I believe prosecutors and judges should have the ability to
look at the facts of a case, determine if there were different circumstances
and facts, and prosecute and sentence accordingly. That said, some crimes –
such as a crime against a child – should have significant and uniform
penalties.

Q: Qualified immunity refers to a defense that shields government
officials, or in this case, law enforcement personnel, from lawsuits,
unless they clearly violate constitutional law or established statutory
law. Critics argue that this doctrine makes it extremely difficult to sue



public officials for misconduct or hold officers accountable. Do you
agree or disagree with the premise of qualified immunity? Why or why
not?

A: I do, generally, support qualified immunity for certain acts as a public official.
For the same reason there is no such thing as a “general grievance” claim in
civil law against

Q: If elected, how would you address the rising cost of healthcare and how
to provide coverage to millions of uninsured Americans?

A: Philadelphia does not have a role in setting national health care policy, but
one thing that the pandemic has made clear is that when there is a demand
for workers, their wages and benefits rise.

Q: Maternal mortality is a key indicator of the overall health of a
population. According to recent studies, Black women in the U.S. are 3
to 4 times more likely to die from pregnancy-related complications than
White women in the U.S., and Native American women are more than 2
times more likely to die from pregnancy-related complications than
White women. If elected to office, what policy priorities would you seek
to address the racial disparities in Maternal and Infant Mortality?

A: The difference in maternal mortality is appalling.  There are three things I will
do as mayor in addition to highlighting the availability of prenatal care to
improve the health of the mother and baby by government communications
and through community groups.

The first thing I will do is my administration will closely monitor the
performance of Philadelphia hospitals and if there are any differences in care
or outcomes that appear to be related to the race of the mother, I will quickly
move to meet with leadership to demand answers and a plan for improving
performance.

The second thing I will do is work to improve access to prenatal care by
increasing the number of families working at good jobs and which provide



benefits and ensuring city health clinics are able to provide high quality
prenatal care.

The third thing is I will work with community groups to help expand access to
high quality food that is so important for a pregnant mother and her child.

Q: If elected, how would you address the "school to prison pipeline"
currently impacting minority students?

A: I believe the single best way to reduce the number of people who are
incarcerated is by increasing opportunity and access to the education and
training needed to take advantage of those opportunities. We must also
recognize that today, too many students come to school in significant
trauma. I hear often that schools are a refuge or a haven for students. We
have to make sure students don’t need schools as a refuge, but rather as
places to learn and grow.

We need to make sure every community is safe. We need to increase the
number of people working at good paying jobs so that children can have
structure and not worry about where their next meal is coming from. We
need to expand access to affordable housing so everyone can be in a safe,
secure and loving home.

I believe that if we continue to look at education and schools as a silo,
disconnected from the rest of students' lives, we won't be able to improve
outcomes and opportunities.

In addition to focusing on how students live outside of schools, I want to
rethink education to include:

● financial literacy;
● technology training;
● entrepreneurship; and
● provide opportunities for high school students to work for credit so

they can learn the skills -- including soft skills -- they'll need to be
successful.



Together, opportunity and education will reduce the number of people who
face incarceration.

Q: For most American families, college remains a difficult financial burden
and can limit a child's academic career. As mayor, would you propose
programs or policies that would alleviate the cost of education for
those seeking higher education? What would those programs or policies
look like?

A: While the mayor has no control over the cost of high education beyond
the Community College of Philadelphia, the mayor can do two things: make it
easier for students and their families to find grants to pay tuition and living
costs, and work to ensure there

Q: What would be your educational priorities if elected mayor?
A: I will put education at the center of how we make decisions because a quality

education system is vital to a thriving  Philadelphia.
○ If we have a strong education system, then families want to stay or

move here as opposed to what they’re doing now, which is choosing
other places to live.

○ If we have a strong education system, then we become a more
attractive place to work, start or grow a business.

○ If we have a strong education system, then our tax base is broader,
giving us more resources to invest for those who truly need help.

○ If we have a strong education system, then we can make huge strides
in graduation rates, increase educational attainment levels, enhance
opportunities for better paying jobs, take people and families out of
poverty, and ultimately improve public safety.

When I’m mayor, I will task every Commissioner or city department head with
examining all the programs and initiatives that fall under their purview and
task them with identifying any areas that can help improve education in
Philadelphia.



Q: How can the city use public funding to ensure that the city’s youth have
access to extracurricular activities, job opportunities, and
transportation to and from school and related activities?

A: I have committed to keeping rec centers, libraries and pools open and
available for our city’s children.  I have also proposed, as part of my
education platform, to give high school students an option of working
one-day a week for credit to help them learn important job related skills and
begin to build a professional network when it comes time to seek full time
employment.  I worked after sports practice in high school and the lessons I
learned doing that have helped me throughout my career.

Q: What measures would you support to address gun violence?
A: Over the course of the campaign, I’ve met with mothers who’ve lost their

children to violence.  I am a father. I am a grandfather.  I can’t imagine their
pain – pain they’ll carry with them forever. This. Has. To. End.

I am the only candidate who has announced a comprehensive plan to
improve community safety, which details the 10 actions I’ll take in the first
100 days.

First, we have to focus on stopping violence, which means targeting the
relatively small group of people who are causing most of the violence. I will
declare a crime emergency on my first day in office.

Second, we have to address guns – illegal guns and illegal possession, but
also the fact that too many people are carrying them all the time, and minor
disagreements get out of hand. That starts with better policing and more
police on the streets, but I agree with Councilmembers like Darrell Clarke and
Curtis Jones that any plan should include Constitutional Terry searches.

Third, we have to rebuild our public safety infrastructure by filling vacancies
in the police department and changing how we police.

Fourth, bring all the relevant parties together – it is the job of the Mayor to
coordinate all public safety entities. I would bring together essential city
personnel, and invite the District Attorney, PA Attorney General, ATF, FBI,



SEPTA, Courts and others for daily or weekly meetings - whatever it takes.

Fifth, we need to better use technology, like expanded cameras.

Q: What do you think are the best ways to hold perpetrators of gun
violence accountable?

A: As mayor, I will crack down on gun violence and address its root causes in
order to reduce gun violence and homicides by 50 percent by the end of his
first term.

I will do this by working with the police to prioritize where crime is occurring
and targeting the most violent. Under my leadership, Philadelphia will
expand policing in the neighborhoods with the highest crime rates as well as
constitutional Terry Stops focused on gun crimes, as City Council President
Darrell L. Clarke has called for. A special focus will be given to preventing gun
violence among juveniles. To ensure that people’s rights are protected, police
will receive increased access to regular training, such as illegal straw
purchasing training, and supporting additional focused deterrence programs
that save lives and deliver positive change.

But it’s not enough to focus on illegal guns used in the commission of a
crime. Anyone caught with an illegal gun in any situation or in possession of a
gun while committing a crime will be arrested and prosecuted. If for any
reason Philadelphia’s District Attorney refuses to prosecute some gun
crimes, I will work with state and federal law enforcement partners to
remove the cases from his jurisdiction. Lives and the very future of the city
cannot and will not be the subject of political and ideological gamesmanship.

I will also work with federal and state authorities to stop illegal guns from
being brought to Philadelphia in the first place. I will also work with state
leaders to dramatically increase the penalties for straw purchasers and with
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to get
dangerous firearms off our streets, crack down on bad actors illegally selling
firearms, and apprehend individuals involved in illegal firearm trades.



Q: Do you support legislation that would require a point-of-sale
background check for all gun sales, including those by an unlicensed
seller?

A: I do.

Q: Interpersonal gun violence disproportionately impacts people and
communities of color. What measures are you willing to take to reduce
the number of fatal and nonfatal shootings?

A: I have proposed a comprehensive plan to improve community safety, rebuild
our broken safety infrastructure and provide opportunity and education to
reduce the lure of crime in the future. In my plan, which begins with 10
action steps I will take in my first 100 days, I detail how I will declare a crime
emergency on my first day in office, build a public safety cabinet that
includes state and federal authorities, and crack down on illegal guns by
targeting the most violent. Because I know that there isn't a way to "solve"
crime -- it's usually a symptom of underlying problems like poverty, a lack of
opportunity and housing and food insecurity – we have to create real
opportunity for today's workers and tomorrow's. For more information
please visit my website at www.votedomb.com/crimeplan.

Q: Please provide any other reasons for Emgage PAC to endorse you as a
candidate, that may not have been addressed.

A: I believe I am uniquely qualified to be the change agent the city needs and
am in a strong position to win the Democratic primary.

I have different experience than other candidates. I grew up modestly,
learning the value of hard work at an early age. I shined shoes and delivered
newspapers as a kid. I mopped floors after wrestling practice in high school. I
worked full time and took night classes at American University. I came to
Philadelphia, built a successful business from the ground up. I ran for Council
because I wanted to give back to a city which has given so much to me. In
Council, I helped lead the charge to support small businesses and workers by



reducing the city's too high BIRT and wage tax. I demanded the city focus on
and fund only programs that work. I supported more funding for schools and
donated my entire salary to education programs to help students and
returning citizens build strong, productive lives. There is no other candidate
who has the same private sector and government experience I do.

I have a different vision than the other candidates. As mayor, I will first fight
to reduce the violence too many communities are facing by focusing on the
most violent and taking illegal guns off the street. I know that there isn't a
way to "solve" crime -- it's usually a symptom of underlying problems like
poverty, a lack of opportunity and housing and food insecurity. We have to
create real opportunity for today's workers and tomorrow's. I want to lift
people out of poverty, not make it more comfortable. While others talk about
helping create jobs, I will be focused on creating more entrepreneurs, which
is the best way to create opportunity and generational wealth. I want to
become a city of homeowners once again, which will require increased
development and more people working at higher wages. And I want to
refocus our school system around students and parents.

I will also be a different mayor than the other candidates. I didn't grow up in
politics, where what matters most is who "wins" and who "loses".  I believe
that we are better by working together and, as I did in my business and on
City Council, I will be focused on results, not ideology. I have repeatedly
shown, in both my business and on Council, that I am willing to work with
anyone and forgo credit, to make progress. I will run the most transparent
administration in America because I want people to hold me accountable for
results.

The question is, can I win?  I believe with the support of organizations like
yours I can.


