
Arts, Culture, and Creative Economy Policy
2023 Primary Mayoral Candidate Questionnaire

Q: Major international cities have been transformed in recent decades by
investment in arts and culture – e.g., Bilbao, Los Angeles - What three
things would you do to deepen Philadelphia's investment in its creative
economy (cultural tourism, infrastructure, indirect and direct jobs,
nonprofit and for profit)?

A: I am a big supporter of the arts and culture industry in Philadelphia and am
proud to have donated a portion of my Council salary to benefit the Mural
Arts Program. I believe that our rich arts and culture sector is a foundational
part of what makes Philadelphia one of the greatest cities in the world.  As
the only candidate for mayor who has significant experience in a
tourism-related industry (restaurants), I know that the next mayor needs to
do more to support our arts and culture industry and to help our city grow.

As mayor, in addition to being a cheerleader for the city generally, and its
many arts and cultural amenities specifically, I will support:

1. Funding for cultural tourism: As mayor, I will support specific programs
to increase marketing for cultural and arts tourism, which also
supports our hotels and restaurants.

2. Increased funding for the arts in schools: Increased access to the arts
while in school has proven to provide immense benefit to children,
provide significant opportunity for after school activities and put them
on the path to be arts supporters in the future.  As mayor, I will
support funding increases for arts education programs in schools and
after.

3. Appointing a senior leader for the arts: I will appoint a senior leader in
my administration to work with arts and culture organizations to



ensure we are working with these organizations to benefit the city, its
residents, and visitors.

Q: How would you expand Philadelphia's current funding stream for local
arts and culture? 

A: In addition to supporting funding for arts programs through the city’s general
fund, I will assist in fundraising campaigns for arts organizations as often as
possible and appropriate. I will be the biggest champion for the arts and
cultural community since Ed Rendell was mayor.

Q: What do you believe the role of the Mayor should be in the
development and support of Philadelphia’s cultural infrastructure?

A: I believe the mayor needs to be a champion of and cheerleader for the city,
generally, and arts and cultural organizations, specifically. I would pattern my
efforts on Ed Rendell when he was mayor.

Because I recognize that being a cheerleader is not enough, I will commit to
increasing funding for arts and cultural marketing, which provides an
economic benefit as well as supporting our museums and performing arts
venues.

Q: Would you create a cabinet-level position – a City Culture Secretary - in
your administration focused on arts, culture, and the creative
economy? If so, what would be the Culture Secretary’s mandate?

A: As mayor, I will be the City’s Culture Secretary. I’ll be the biggest supporter
Philadelphia has ever had for arts, culture, and the creative economy - an
industry so important to our city.

At this juncture, I cannot support the creation of a new cabinet level City
Culture Secretary. Already in this campaign, groups have called upon
candidates to create a number of new positions and if every request for a
new position was honored, we would have a totally unworkable, chaotic
government. Moreover, as mayor, I believe it should be my role to be a
champion for the arts in Philadelphia.



Q: Would you support the creation of a Cultural Policy for Philadelphia? If
so, how would you address the following goals:

Investing in cultural infrastructure and access to arts and culture:
A: Yes, I would support the creation of a cultural policy for Philadelphia

that included a commitment to investing in our cultural infrastructure
and access to arts and culture. I believe that Philadelphia’s arts and
cultural sector is among the world’s finest and sets us apart from other
cities.  As mayor, I will include funding to support our many fine
institutions and increase funding for arts and cultural tourism
marketing.  I will also instruct departments to provide necessary
services at and around our institutions to ensure that people can
attend them and feel secure doing so.
Ensuring every Philadelphia school child has access to
meaningful, daily, hands on, arts education:

I believe the arts are an important part of every child’s education, as
detailed above, and I am committed to working with the Philadelphia
Board of Education, charter school leaders, and parochial and private
schools to increase access to arts education in classrooms and in after
school programs.
Advancing arts and culture in every sector of civic life:

I believe that Philadelphia’s arts and culture organizations are already
an ingrained part of our civic life.  Everything from the “Avenue of the
Arts” which leads to City Hall and is home to one of the world’s
greatest orchestras and a world class ballet and theaters, to the
concert venues and Please Touch Museum in Fairmount Park to the
amazing arts museums along the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, our
outstanding arts schools, and murals and organizations in
neighborhoods across the city, it is hard to turn around without
bumping into an arts and cultural organization.

But we must do more to ensure that these amazing organizations not
only survive, but thrive. As mayor, I will be an outspoken cheerleader
for arts and cultural organizations, attend concerts, exhibits and



performances regularly, and include the arts as often as possible as I
complete my duties.

Promoting cultural equity, diversity, inclusion, and belonging:

Ensuring that every community has access to and an opportunity to
participate in the arts is critical. The arts community has been among
the most welcoming of any community, and that sense of belonging
has helped individuals in innumerable ways as they develop and grow
into who they are meant to be.  Part of making our arts community
strong must include equity, inclusion and belonging that goes beyond
representation to include a real opportunity to participate.

As mayor, I will support equity efforts to ensure every child has an
opportunity to participate in arts education, and that government
funding is allocated equitably and transparently.

Fostering the economic potential of Philadelphia’s working
artists, creative entrepreneurs, and cultural workers:

I have been fortunate to get to know a number of young creatives,
including the leaders at RecPhilly, which provides support and space
for creatives.  They helped educate me about what can be done to
support artists and creative entrepreneurs who are just starting out
and are building their body of work while being able to support
themselves.

I would like to see more organizations like RecPhilly and would
strongly support specific tax credits for people who locate in a similar
type of incubator.  That will increase the possibility that artists can
actually afford to be creative.

Promoting Philadelphia through cultural diplomacy, highlighting
its rich visual and performing arts offerings:

I believe Philadelphia’s rich cultural offerings should be shared with
the world – I remember clearly when the Philadelphia Orchestra
toured the globe and hope that it can return to China as it had hoped
now that COVID restrictions are being lifted.

As mayor, I will support funding for programs that allow Philadelphia
arts and culture organizations to afford to travel.



Realizing the full economic potential for Philadelphia in having a
vibrant arts community and strong cultural infrastructure:

As mentioned above, I recognize the outsized economic impact arts
and cultural organizations have in the city, going far beyond the
amount spent directly at a venue. Arts and cultural organizations help
support jobs and spending at hotels, restaurants and bars, to name
just a few.

As mayor, I will support specific programs to increase marketing for
cultural and arts tourism to city and regional residents, as well as
across the country and globe. Everyone who loves the arts and culture
should know how great Philadelphia’s are.


