
This is the basis of irreligious criticism: man makes religion, not religion 
makes man. The truth is that religion is man’s self-consciousness and 
sense of self, which has either not yet been conquered or has already 
been lost again. But man is not an abstract being cowering outside the 
world. Man is the world of man, he is the state, he is society. This state, 
this society, produces religion, an inverted consciousness of the world 
because they are themselves an inverted world. Religion is the general 
theory of this world, its encyclopaedic compendium, its logic in popular 
form, its spiritualist point of honour, its enthusiasm, its moral sanction, 
its ceremonial complement, its universal ground of consolation and justi-
fication. It is the chimerical realisation of the human essence, because 
the human essence has no true reality. To fight against religion is there-
fore indirectly to fight against that world, of which religion is the spiritual 
aroma.

Religious misery is both an expression of real misery and a protest 
against real misery. Religion is the sigh of the burdened creature, the soul 
of a heartless world, just as it is the spirit of a state of affairs where there 
is no spirit. It is the opium of the people.

To deny religion, this illusory happiness of the people, is to demand their 
real happiness. To demand that they abandon all illusions about their state 
is to demand that they renounce a state that needs illusions. The criticism 
of religion contains the germ of the criticism of the vale of tears of which 
religion is the halo. [...] The criticism of heaven is thus transformed into a 
criticism of earth, the criticism of religion into a criticism of law, the criti-
cism of theology into a criticism of politics.

KARL MARX — For a critique of Hegel’s philosophy of law, 1843.
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