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by: Kyle Porter

The unfortunate aspect of writing a book recapping a golf year is that 

you have to publish it before the year is over. Normal Sport Vol. I 
ended with Tiger Woods pumping irons for a Trackman into nothing but a 

horizon of hope. As it turned out, there was a reason the social media splash 

was just three seconds long.

But before we get to how the Cat owned last December, a few other 

stories developed right as Vol. I concluded. Lee Elder passed away at the end 

of November, just after Thanksgiving. There are a lot of different moments 

you could consider when you think about Lee Elder, but when I hear his 

name in the future, my mind will first go to his quote from the 2021 Masters 

and the grace he showed at a time when he could have thumped his chest and 

nobody would have blamed him for it.

“For me and my family, I think it was one of the most emotional 

experiences that I have ever witnessed or been involved in,” is how 

Elder opened his press conference following the ceremonial tee 

shot debacle with Gary Player’s son.

“But to me, my heart is very soft this morning, not heavy soft, 
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soft because of the wonderful things that I have encountered since 

arriving here on Monday and being able to see some of the great 

friends that I have made over the past years, especially like these 

two gentlemen that are here [Player and Jack Nicklaus]. We have 

competed against each other, and we have certainly enjoyed a lot 

of pleasant moments. I just want to say thank you so very much 

for having me here. It’s a great honor, and I cherish it very much, 

and I will always cherish it, and I want to thank the chairman for 

extending me this great privilege.”

Beautiful.

Far less moving and commemorative but certainly more prospective was 

the release of the Saudi International field list, and boy, as far as harbingers 

go, it was a big one. Abraham Ancer, Paul Casey, Bryson DeChambeau, 

Sergio Garcia, Joaquin Niemann, Dustin Johnson, Jason Kokrak, Graeme 

McDowell, Phil Mickelson, Kevin Na, Louis Oosthuizen, Ian Poulter, 

Henrik Stenson, HV3, Bubba Watson, and Lee Westwood were all among 

the notables. Now they’re all among the notorious who play a version of the 

Saudi International 14 times a year.

Tiger started December with two different interviews. The first was an 

exclusive with Golf Digest in which he essentially admitted—and a lot of people 

just blew past this part!—that he was never going to win another major.

“I don’t have to compete and play against the best players in the 

world to have a great life,” said Woods. “After my back fusion, I 

had to climb Mt. Everest one more time. I had to do it, and I did. 

This time around, I don’t think I’ll have the body to climb Mt. 

Everest, and that’s OK. I can still participate in the game of golf. I 

can still, if my leg gets OK, I can still click off a tournament here or 

there. But as far as climbing the mountain again and getting all the 

way to the top, I don’t think that’s a realistic expectation of me.”
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I don’t really understand the willingness to ignore reality when it comes 

to the Cat. I understand that he’s leaped over seemingly insurmountable 

odds countless times, but this was the first time I can remember him voicing 

his hesitation at putting himself through the mental and physical suffering it 

takes to get to a place where you have even a 2% chance of winning a major 

championship. For the last 10 years, the only question has been whether his 

body was willing to sync up with his mind. This time, whether the body was 

willing or not (and nobody knew at this point, including him), it seemed he 

was hesitant to engage all the other processes that made him the best to ever 

do it, and the ones that are also the only path to winning another major.

Tiger’s first official public appearance came a day later at the Hero World 

Challenge where, after nine months in the shadows, he took a seat next to a 

motorcycle in the Bahamas. Very normal stuff. 

During that presser, in which he looked like he’d been mimicking LaRon 

Landry’s arm days in the gym, Tiger said something that either confirmed 

what he said in the Golf Digest exclusive or should have been interpreted in 

a much different way. The full quote.

“No, it’s very easy, given the fact that I was able to come back after 

the fusion surgery and do what I did. I got that—I got that last 
major and I ticked off two more events along the way.”

A charitable reading interprets this as him getting the most recent major 

that he’d won. A realistic reading—and the one I subscribe to—interprets it 

as him winning the last major he was ever going to win at Augusta in 2019.

Scuttlebutt ensued regarding Tiger’s unwillingness to discuss his car 

crash from February. He uttered the phrase “it’s in the police report” not for 

the first time in his life, and it left a lot of room for ambiguity. Perhaps the 

most pressing question of all was more of a meta query than a specific one: 

Does somebody who is one of the most public figures in history13 owe those 

13. A media member once told Tiger, “You know, there are more grainy, low-resolution photos of you in 

existence than maybe anyone else in the history of the world.” It could be true.
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of us who have followed, covered, and consumed his career and his life an 

explanation?

Questions like these always feel like a trap because the answers to them 

can be both wrong and right at the same time. Here’s what I’ll say about 

Cat’s unwillingness to share his experience of the incident when the data 

showed that he was not conscious: talking about it would humanize him. 

I don’t know that he’s incentivized to humanize himself, but if he got up 

there and said “I fell asleep” or “I took one too many Ambien because I’m in 

extraordinary pain and sleeping is hard” or “I shouldn’t have been driving” 

or anything in that realm, it would been a moment that drew attention to 

things that many people struggle with and it would have lowered the dais a 

bit to the level of the rest of us mortals. Tiger has always erred on the side of 

identifying with his immortality, which is safe and mostly reasonable,14 but 

I’ve found the rare occasions in which he engages with his mortality to be 

far more interesting, if only because it makes what he has accomplished as 

an athlete even more unfathomable. 

I could psychoanalyze the Cat for 10,000 more words, but I’m afraid that 

the legal portion of our book this year is going to monopolize15 many of 

these pages, and we need to move on. 

Tiger banged driver on the range throughout Hero week (foreshadowing) 

and Rory cursed when he was asked for the 200th time about fileting his 

shirt at the DP World Tour Championship. He also had this very normal 

exchange with a reporter.

Q. “And I heard that you had done a fair bit of testing around [your 

wedges] and you may have joined us on the ‘bounce is your friend’ 

team. Is that accurate? You’re a little bit higher bounce now?”

Rory: “Very high. I went to a 14-degree bounce lob wedge …”

Q. “Oh, wow.”

14. I’m not sure any of us would act any differently.

15. :)
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Golf nerds make nerds from other industries look like jocks.

We also got two delightful Jordan Spieth moments that most people 

missed because most people miss most things that happen in golf in 

December.

The first was when Spieth took his shoes off and waded into a pond at the 

Hero. Michael Greller, with Spieth eyeing something heroic, said, “If you 

were -6, would you hit this shot or ... [points the other direction]?” Spieth: 

“If I was -6, I’d hit a wedge right out there, but I’m not -6. I’m fine with this. 

This is the best way to make the lowest score.” Greller’s expression slayed. If 

relationships could fit into 15-second exchanges.

Later on, both Spieth and Henrik Stenson—playing together in the 

event—teed off from the wrong tee box, to which Spieth, with a touch of 

unintentional humor, said “I didn’t think we were going to get penalized 

because it’s a charity event, but then I realized there’s world ranking involved 

and all that.”16

Tiger called Collin Morikawa “an athletic Jim Furyk,” which—as Dylan 

Dethier pointed out—is somehow an affront to both men at the same time. 

We got a #JupLife article in Digest that included Rory tending bar for 

Brooks and Jena and didn’t get nearly the meme run it should have.17

Tiger again hit balls on Sunday, somewhat humorously dressed in red and 

black for a tournament he wasn’t playing.18 But the day belonged to Viktor 

Hovland, who finished off his fifth professional win, four of which have 

been at tropical resorts.19 His agent, Sam MacNaughton, should be petition-

ing the PGA to take its major to St. Lucia every year! 

In his first 62 starts as a professional, Hovland had won five times and 

missed five cuts. The Kelly-Elway-Marino-like “wait, who actually is the 

best of this group?” debate between Hovland, Wolff and Morikawa rolled 

16. More foreshadowing!

17. Google it if you haven’t seen it. A treat.

18. Somehow it was a lot cooler than Russell Wilson dressing in uniform while out injured and doing 

seven-step drops at Qwest Field (or whatever it’s called now).

19. As Dan Rapaport pointed out, “The Resort King is from Norway and lives in Oklahoma.” Which is 

incredible.
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on. Early in their careers, I was convinced Wolff was going to be an electri-

fying superstar with pieces of Rory, Spieth, and Phil in both his game and his 

persona. Then Morikawa won two majors in eight tries. Then Hovland dom-

inated the ball-striking metrics on Data Golf like they have rarely been dom-

inated in the strokes gained era. And now I’m more confused than ever.20

What would a Hero World Challenge be without a bit of “Patrick Reed 

has a shot out of the sand, send every camera we have on property to the 

vicinity!” controversy. It was nothing, but unfortunately for Reed, because 

of his history, it’s never nothing. Reaping, sowing.  

Meanwhile, on the other side of the world in Saudi Arabia, Max Verstap-

pen and Lewis Hamilton hate raced each other in an F1 event that ended 

with Hamilton saying that Verstappen was, according to ESPN, “over the 
limit and does not think F1’s rules apply to him.” It is the perfect foreshad-

owing for another professional sports league Saudi Arabia was about to get 

involved with in a major way.

Tiger announced three days after the Hero that he would again be playing 

the PNC with Charlie, which was terrific (and stunning) news for so many 

different reasons. Everyone raced to share their memories from the previ-

ous year, and even though almost everything related to Tiger (and especially 

Tiger and Charlie) is overstated and over-torqued, if you can get beyond all 

of that and simply appreciate the similarities the son has to the father,21 then 

there was plenty of joy to be found in the announcement. Even more so when 

you remember that 10 months earlier Tiger was in a ditch in Los Angeles 

perhaps wondering whether his prosthetic would be graphite or steel.

Greg Norman held a press conference in conjunction with the Shark 

Shootout, which is affiliated with the PGA Tour, an incredible string of 

words considering what happened over the next 10 months. Even more 

incredible (and hilarious), there was a power outage at the event and Nor-

man’s presser was only accessible to those on the property.

20. Other than about Wolff. I don’t think whatever he does at Hy Flyers GC is going to match up with 

whatever Hovland and Morikawa do on the Tour.

21. Google “Tiger, Charlie similarities video” or even better “Tiger watching Tiger, Charlie similarities video.”
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The F1 finale happened22 in Abu Dhabi, and it was complete chaos. I’m 

still not totally sure what happened—nor am I qualified to try and provide 

a description here—but when I asked for a golf equivalent, one follower did 

not disappoint.

Tiger is up five at Augusta on Rory. Chuck Hoffman is T20 but gets 
struck by lightning on 14. They stop play and put Tiger and Rory 
on 18 green to chip off for the championship. Tiger gets a driver. 
Rory gets a wedge.

Rory went on the No Laying Up pod a few weeks later and joked that 

Tiger would probably still beat him. Chef’s kiss (and possibly true).

DJ Pie: The end of that F1 race was way too gimmicky. Imagine if 
golf ended its season by just saying one player was like 10 under par 
to start the week or something.

Speaking of that Rory appearance on the NLU pod, two quotes stood 

out. The first was when Soly referenced Rory’s Chronicles of a Champion 

Golfer and started talking about all the home videos his parents and his 

coach, Michael Bannon, had stowed away from 25 years ago. Rory: “I look 

at that kid, and that’s who I want to be. In love with the game. Just absolutely 

in love with the game. [Where you] can’t wait to see what’s next. That’s the 

sweet spot in terms of the mindset. That’s where I’m trying to be.” 

Imagine not liking Rory.

His other quote was about the now famous Padraig Harrington quote 

from the 2021 PGA about innocence and wisdom. That Harrington 

quote has affected the way I think about professional golf more than 

22. The reason I’m leading with so much F1 here is to whet the appetite for later when the richest automobile 

racing organization in the world will so often be a reference for what golf should (or should not) try to be.
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any other single quote this side of “I guess, hello world.” I think about 

it all the time, and it has become a prism through which I view so much 

of what happens and what is talked about in the golf world. Here’s what 

Rory said about it.

“We’re human beings. We’re designed to survive. If we have 

something bad that happens to us we’re going to put that in 

our mind and say, ‘Well I’m not going to let that happen again.’ 

When you’re on the golf course and something bad happens, 

that’s when, ‘Oh I missed the last green on the right, I’m not 

going to do that,’ and then you double cross it. So yes you do lose 

your innocence, and you have to work so hard on your mindset 

to not let that creep in.”

Two other things from that interview. Justin Ray said this on Twitter, 

but Soly is an elite interviewer. He balances sobriety and levity while also 

speaking the language in a way that he can get players, coaches, and caddies 

to trust him to take them down the right paths. And all of this with the red 

light on. He makes it look easy, but it is not, and I’m convinced the reasons 

he’s so good are because he’s a person who is genuinely curious about the 

world and also because he’s somebody who loves the game as much or more 

than anyone I know. To most folks in the media, this is a job (albeit a fun 

one), for Soly (and hopefully a lot of the rest of us) it’s an exercise of joy23 that 

we happen to get direct deposits for.

The second is that this marked the beginning of a year in which I really 

struggled with my relationship with Rory.24 He is the type of person who 

makes it so easy for you to become so enthralled with him that you forget 

that it’s your job to critique his professional performance. I’ve joked with 

my wife and friends that I would defend Rory regarding anything short of 

assault, which is both 1. A joke and 2. Kind of not a joke. This presents a 

23. Although the joy part would be challenged endlessly in 2022.

24. I realize nobody wants (or certainly needs) 400 words on my existential status as a media member, but I 

hope my forthrightness here helps paint a better picture of where I’m coming from when I write about him.
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lot of obvious problems. The irony is that Rory is maybe the most OK with 

being critiqued among all the top players in the world.25

Part of why I write so often and so deeply about him is because yes—

hand up—as someone who has shared a common love of reading, thinking, 

and writing with one of the 25 best golfers who has ever lived, I want that 

person to enjoy the reading, thinking, and writing I do about him. However, 

the reason that takes up more space in my mind is this: Most casual golf fans 

think of Rory as a generally nice person who is a pretty good golfer, and I 

think both perceptions undersell (perhaps by standard deviations) both how 

interesting (and kind) he actually is and how historically good at golf he has 

been. He is, in so many ways, golf’s Federer: a generationally gifted athlete 

who is vulnerable enough to give you his heart and his mind and intellectu-

ally competent enough for it to matter.26

Anyway, on to the PNC.

I should introduce Claire Rogers to you. At the time Tiger and Charlie 

stepped out of their rental SUV at the Ritz in Orlando, I knew of her but I 

had never met her nor could I have told you what she did or who she actually 

was. Now she’s one of the handful of writers contributing to this book. I’d 

be lying if I said her Twitter heater during the PNC—think Wally Szczerbiak 

during the 1999 NCAA Tournament—wasn’t part of the reason she’s in the 

mix now. Here’s how she started the week.

CR: Just had to explain to my doctor that I was late for our zoom 
appointment cuz I got distracted watching a man and his 12-year-
old son hit balls on a range 1,000 miles away.

Some of the on-site reporting was even better. According to Dylan 

Dethier: Last guy in Tiger’s group almost committed manslaughter off the 

25. Most of the top players you love are good with being critiqued as long as it’s fair and not personal. 

They’re actually probably embarrassed when you’re afraid to critique them.

26. I have somehow made a chapter about Tiger about Rory.
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first tee. Low stinger pull straight over the crowd. One guy said it clipped his 
hat! Pro-ams are scary places. I absolutely howled at that.

Tiger and Charlie birdied something like 23 of the 18 practice holes they 

played leading up to the event, which was both surprising and not surprising 

at all. Cat Sr. was asked about whether he expected to tee it up at all in 2022.

 

“Yes and no. If you would have asked me after those three months 

in the bed, I would be here, I would have given you a different 

answer. But there are no days off. We worked every day. Even days 

where I didn’t feel very good, we still worked on something. So 

every day, there was never a day off other than those three months 

in bed, I haven’t taken a day off.”

This is what makes Tiger Tiger, of course, and it’s mostly inspiring. Though 

I can’t help but feel a tinge of sadness in there as well. Because I think Tiger 

has always equated days off with weakness and rest with vulnerability, which 

is a mindset that has led him to some pretty dark places in his life. 

The lives of most men are inextricably linked to the father-son relation-

ship they experienced. Though Tiger’s relationship with his own dad was 

often endearing and sometimes even exemplary, the unspoken shadowy side 

to that relationship is that Tiger always believed that he was only as worthy 

as his scorecard or his report card said he was. Ambition is a great attribute 

but a terrible god, and Tiger has fully experienced both ends of that spec-

trum over the course of his extraordinary life.

One of the best moments—maybe the best moment—to come out of the 

PNC was a conversation between Lee Trevino and the Woods family.27 Big 

Cat and Trevino got steep on hand placement at impact when a fade is the 

necessary shot, and if you’re a golf nerd, this was absolute nirvana. The best 

part of the entire scene, though, came when Trevino looked at Charlie and 

then nodded at his dad.

27. Although one could argue that any conversations involving Lee Trevino are simply conversa-

tions between Lee Trevino and Lee Trevino, and anyone else within earshot is simply incidental to 

the festivities.
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Trevino: “The greatest ball striker there is right here.”

Tiger: “Oh come on. You’re the best I’ve ever seen.”

Trevino: “Not like you though.”28

Twenty-one majors discussing who found the center of the club face 

more often, who could pull the strings with greater grace, and whose ball 

flight was the purest in the history of the game. Damn. They ran it back in 

July when Tiger chided Trevino at St. Andrews and asked him if he was still 

using “those whippy ass clubs.”29

The Dalys took a pre-PNC photo dressed in Santa suits before going on 

to win the event. Very normal stuff. The Cats played with Team JT, and JT 

told Tiger on the first tee: “So you’re just gonna have Charlie carry you guys, 

huh?” It’s a special kind of sauce to be able to look a 15-time major winner 

in the eyes and tell him his 12-year-old is better than he is at the moment.30 

Two quotes emerged throughout the week that intrigued me. First from Tiger.

“We have become so close that I think Charlie’s like Justin’s little 

brother he never had and Justin has become the little brother I 

never had.31 We are extremely close with the family and we do a lot 

of things together.”

This sort of echoed something JT had said at the Hero a few weeks 

earlier, after Tiger had similarly touted the Woods-Thomas friendship.

“We’re very close. We’ve been fortunate to spend a lot of time 

together. I never know what he’s thinking, so I was glad to [hear] 

that he feels the same way I do.” 

28. Trevino would have been a complete dream to cover.

29. One of the great phrases in golf history.

30. Also maybe not incorrect.

31. This is about as much as Cat will let you in, which is both not much and also kind of cool to see.
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It reminded me of that moment from the Hank Haney book on Tiger 

when Haney was like, Wait, I’m one of Tiger’s best friends? It seems like 

Tiger has grown at least a little bit from those days to the point that his 

friendships are ones of mutual or two-way understanding and appreciation.32

The other quote was from JT about when Tiger came to him early in his 

career and pointed out where he needed to get better and improve so that he 

could one day win major championships. 

“I played with him for the first time in a tournament. And I got 

done, and I just called him. I’m like, ‘Hey, we played a lot at home, 

but now we played in a tournament, you know, what do you see and 

what do I need to get better at?’

“And he just -- immediately he’s like, ‘You don’t have near enough 

shots.’ It was like, ‘You can work it, but you don’t have enough 

shots to be, you know, as dominant as I was’ kind of thing. He’s 

like, ‘You have some that you can hit, but you don’t have all of them 

and you don’t have enough.’ It’s like, ‘All right.’”

Now? Is there a player in the world you’re confident has more shots than 

JT? He’s become a complete Gepetto. He can pull any string you want. This 

is perhaps an obvious benefit of being close to the Cat, but it was instructive 

to hear JT cite it.

Shane Bacon made a great point as the PNC unfolded: The PNC is, as 
a whole, underrated. A lot of us that play associate golf with a parent that 
introduced us to the game. The reactions are always so authentic and happy. 
Plus, Tom Watson, Gary Player, Tiger and Nelly Korda are all playing the 
same course at the same time. Fun watch.

Speaking of Nelly, she fangirled pretty hard after taking a photo with 

Tiger, which had to be the first time in history a No. 1 ranked player in the 

world freaked out after shaking hands with a No. 503 ranked player in the 

32. Which, for somebody like Tiger, represents a lot of growth.
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world. She also introduced her brother, Seb, to Tiger, and all I could think 

was that Tiger had definitely watched some obscure match of his at, like, 

Indian Wells on Tennis Channel and then had to pretend like he hadn’t. 

Charlie Woods made a for-fun33 60-footer on JT during a backup in play 

at the event. He turned to the then-14-time PGA Tour winner and made a 

money sign with his fingers. The sauce, it turns out, is hereditary. JT then 

covered him up, and Mike (Mr. JT) covered him up as well. 

Speaking of Mike, he had a fun alarm-emoji-inducing quote at some 

point during the week about Tiger: “It’s crazy how good he’s hitting it.” 

This felt at the time like a polite moment from somebody who can’t believe 

he’s part of the Cat’s inner-ish circle until we actually saw Tiger swing. Then 

the conversation went from “Wow, Tiger said two weeks ago that everyone 

should keep expectations low” to “Oh, he’s hitting piss-rod cut drivers while 

trying to chase down the No. 7 player in the world” in the blink of an eye.34 

Sunday was perhaps a top five Sunday of the entire golf year. No 

hyperbole.

Charlie was picking up ball markers when his putts were still 3 to 5 feet 

from the hole and flushing everything he looked at with a chuckling Tiger 

watching. He birdied Nos. 16-17 on his own ball and played with the inten-

sity of somebody who was trying to keep his Tour card instead of the inten-

sity of somebody who was playing a no-stakes holiday scramble leading into 

Christmas. They birdied 11 of their last 12 but fell to the Dalys by a pair.35 

More Claire: There’s one golfer on this planet that’s more fun to watch 
than Tiger and it’s Tiger’s son.

The best quote of the day may have come from Matt Kuchar (of all 

people!): “I was afraid to give [Charlie] knucks, just ‘cause I didn’t want to 

get him out of the zone! It was like a pitcher throwing a no-hitter.”

At one point Charlie did the Tiger Harding Park “I’m going to spin this 

like it’s burning my fingers” twirl, and all I could do was laugh. The Charlie 

33. And maybe for more than just fun.

34. Don’t blink.

35. No lie, I completely forgot that Tiger and Charlie didn’t win this event.
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stuff can be weird36 but it also engendered a lot of other feelings as we all 

watched it unfold. A non-exhaustive list.

1. Seeing a son emulate his dad—who the rest of us have also 

been trying to emulate on the course for the last 25 years—is 

kinda the coolest. I can’t imagine what it’s like for him. Yeah, 

all you fools have been trying to do this stuff, here’s what it’s 

supposed to look like. 

2. Every single idiosyncrasy, mannerism, swing, and reaction 

from Charlie makes me think, “Well, I watched this for the 

last 25 years of my life.” It’s eerie. I don’t know if LeBron’s 

kids will play with him in the NBA, but I can’t imagine them 

mirroring him better than Charlie mirrors Tiger. Maybe golf 

specifically lends itself to such minutia. 

3. It always makes me laugh when Tiger is enamored with some-

body else’s game. It so rarely happens, but it happened on 

this day because of how well Charlie was striking it.37 The Cat 

was howling at shots his son was hitting and said afterward, 

“Charlie was hitting the ball unbelievable.”38 

December 19. No major championships in sight. No real money at stake. 

No OWGR points to be had.39 Grandparents and their grandchildren made 

up a not insignificant portion of the tiny field playing a hotel golf course 

in Orlando. And in the middle of all of this, we somehow got one of the 

indelible two-hour stretches of the year capped by Big Cat and Little Cat 

hugging each other on the final hole after entering the arena together. Golf 

freaking rules.

36. You know, because he’s in seventh grade!

37. Dan Rapaport: “Charlie Woods hasn’t smiled in like an hour. Just hit a butter cut 4 iron to 4 feet and 

holed it from the back tees. Did not acknowledge any of the people yelling his name as he walked to the 

next tee. Tunnel vision.”

38. Imagine Tiger saying you’re hitting the ball unbelievable when you were 12.

39. LIV would argue that there were several major champions in this field so OWGR points should have 

been available.
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Here’s what I wrote about him for CBS Sports after the tournament.

NBC ran a cut on Sunday of Tiger and Charlie standing, walking, 

swinging and twirling. The entire thing was so comically identical 

that it, again, almost felt like a deep fake. It’s not of course, because 

this is just what kids do, but it burrows deeper than it normally 

would because we have watched so much of Tiger’s life play out 

over the last quarter of a century.

At Thanksgiving last month, I had a conversation with my sis-

ter-in-law about my 7-year-old son. She couldn’t believe how our 

mannerisms and speech cadences were so intertwined. She was 

astonished that this little person acted, spoke, ate, walked and even 

threw the football so similarly to his father. He, of course, had 

never even given it a thought.

I considered that conversation as I watched Charlie put on a per-

formance worthy of his surname on Sunday at the PNC Champi-

onship. If you’ve consumed any portion of Tiger’s career, you have 

likely, perhaps unwittingly, memorized myriad movements only 

Tiger could repeat with such oily ease.

Tiger makes golf look easy, but his greatest feat might be that he 

makes high-performance golf look cool. Charlie does, too.

After the event, Matt Kuchar all but declared Tiger the 2023 Masters 

champion, but Tiger demurred, saying, “I’m not at that level. I can’t compete 

against these guys right now, no. It’s going to take a lot of work to get to 

where I feel like I can compete against these guys and be at a high level.” 

But that was far from the most important thing he said that week. 
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Growing up as Charlie Woods cannot be easy. Tiger has done such a great 

job of protecting his kids and—at least from a distance—has been a gentler, 

kinder dad than his father. He talked at one point during the week about his 

place in Charlie’s life. 

“Well, I’m his father. I’m not his coach. I’m his father. And so if he 

wants to learn about the game of golf, he’ll ask. I’m there as a sounding 

board. But my job is to be a parent and make sure that his priorities are 

right, and school comes first, and then if he wants to play a sport, so 

be it, and if it happens to be [on the course] or anything else, so be it. 

Just as long as his priorities are correct, and that’s my duty as a parent.”

If I had one thing to tell Tiger during an extended conversation, I would 

tell him not how much his golf has impacted my life (literally professionally) 

but rather I would tell him about how something he said as a throwaway one 

time affected the way that I parent. He spoke once about how he gets down 

on one knee—this was when his kids were younger—to look his kids in the 

eyes when he talks to them because he wants to make them feel important 

and valuable and to erase any power dynamic that exists. I’ve stolen that and 

applied it to my own life and kids. It’s a good legacy to leave, better than 

winning 14 Memorials and 22 APIs.

If you want to lionize Tiger, don’t do it because he won 82 times on the 

PGA Tour or because he hit 3-woods that looked like 9-irons and 7-irons 

that looked like 2-irons or because his stingers made you feel like you were 

re-entering puberty or because he made golf as cool as other sports and 

winning seem effortless. Don’t lionize him because perhaps nobody since 

Jesus wowed more people on Sunday afternoon or because he invented the 

sauce or because he made tanimal its own category of fashion.

Tiger, at least from afar, is to be emulated more for his desire to embrace 

his child as a son rather than his unquenchable desire to be the best who ever 

lived. I don’t know what Tiger is like as a dad on a day-to-day basis,40 but it’s 

40. And certainly he’s done a lot publicly, away from his kids, that should not be imitated.
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easy to imagine based on these snippets we see every year at the PNC that 

he, like the rest of us in this arena, is simply trying as hard as he can to love 

two kids who so desperately want to be like him in the ways all kids want to 

be like their parents. The only difference with Tiger is that 30 million other 

kids wanted to be like him, too.

More from that CBS Sports column.

Tiger and Charlie are a mirror. It’s so often easier to understand 

what’s going on in our lives when we see it in the lives of others. 

Even more so when we have their every beat down by heart.

The performance they put on at the PNC Championship is a 

million things. It’s jubilation over life regained, dedication to craft 

remade and continuation of Tiger’s evolution as a dad. But most of 

all, it is the revelation that our kids are always watching.

Shooting 57 is worthy of admiration, but last weekend showed that 

a son’s true subconscious aspiration is simply to be like his father. 

There’s no good transition from that so let’s just go to how TaylorMade 

released a cringeworthy ad for the ages when they reenacted that pole-lick-

ing scene from A Christmas Story and made Matt Wolff do it. The Tour 

granted releases for players to play the Saudi International as long as they 

also supported the Pebble Beach Pro-Am as recompense in the future. Lol.

The PNC, it was announced, got 2.3M viewers on average. The Open—

and I understand that much of it was played in the middle of the night U.S. 

time—got 2.1M.

Tiger turned 46. I asked people for their best Tiger stories. Here were 

four of my favorites.
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John Strege: The day Tiger turned pro, already having signed a 
$40 million contract with Nike, his mother Kultida was wearing a 
pair of Reeboks. I asked her why no Nikes. “They pay Tiger, not 
me,” she said.41

Amol Yajnik: I was a senior in high school, lived 75 minutes from 
Augusta. Had never really thought about golf, then saw a guy that 
looked a bit like me on TV torching the field at Augusta. I picked 
up golf after that and I can’t imagine my life without it now.

Sean Martin: People forget that [Tiger] beat Ted Snavely, 11 and 
10, in the final of the 1994 Pacific Northwest Amateur. Woods was 
-13 and had only 30 putts in the 26 holes. “That was the best round 
of my life,” he said afterward.

Joe Peta: Spring ‘95. Tiger, still largely unknown outside golf 
circles, is in a study hall with many Stanford athletes. They 
exchange spring break destinations. Tiger: “Going to the Masters” 
Greg Comella (Stanford RB): “That’s the toughest tix in sports! 
How?” Tiger: “I’m playing.”

The year ended perfectly with Phil declaring himself the PIP winner over 

Tiger and others.42 Here’s what he said: “I’d like to thank all the crazies (and 

real supporters too) for…helping me win the PIP!! To get the second half 

of the money I have to add an event I haven’t played in awhile. See you in 

Kapalua. P.S. I’ll try and find another hot controversial topic soon.”

Update: He succeeded.

41. Kultida, not Earl, was the real killer.

42. Eamon Lynch: I asked PGAT about Mickelson claiming he won the $8M PIP bonus. Tour says PIP runs until 
end of year and there’s a weeks-long lag in reporting metrics, which means Tiger/PNC impact could still be 
outstanding. Then an independent firm must verify. Mickelson might win but he hasn’t yet. Ed. note: He didn’t.
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We wanted to include some wraparound text as an ode to the final 
wraparound season. Why is there a gigantic duck floating in an oil spill 
with a fire ant-sized Bryson pointing at its beak? No idea. I think it has 
something to do with Jon Rahm’s belief that defeating one horse-sized 

duck is more difficult than defeating 100 duck-sized horses and how the 
OWGR disagrees. If any of this makes any sense to you whatsoever, 

you’re going to absolutely love this book.
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