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Sermon 

Epiphany 4,  Year A 

 

The Epistle   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 

than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of 

God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 

The Gospel   Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
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Sermon 

Today’s Gospel was translated from Greek into English.  
 It’s the Sermon on the Mount!  So catchy and memorable. i 
  Sunday Schools everywhere,  tech about the  BE Attitudes. 

 
Definitely one of Jesus Top Ten! It’s like he was inspired or something!   

 
But,  long before he preached the Sermon on the Mount,  
 Jesus offered a shorter, rough draft version, called the Sermon on the Plain.ii  

  Even Jesus needed  practice.  
  

Today’s reading describes Jesus followers as “disciples”. 
 Although in everyday conversation, folks often use the word “Disciple”    
 interchangeably with  the word “Apostle”,  

   An Apostle and a Disciple are very different people.  
 
In the Biblical Greek, a “disciple”  ( μαθητής, mathētḗs),  is a “student”. 

 But, an “apostle” (απόστολe)  is a messenger.  

 
A person has to be an apostle, before she be a disciple, 

 because  a “messenger” has to understand  the message in order to share it. 
 
 So, Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, to his students, 

 who needed to learn his message, so they could spread the Word,  
  when his time ran out.   

 
Of the two Sermons, the first one, on the Plain, was shorter. 

 Maybe Jesus had a different audience, for that first go round.  
  Maybe  Jesus needed practice.  I mean, he was, human.  
   The two sermons were  variations on a theme.      

Jesus is the Son God, but he’s also fully human.iii 
 The Messiah had a human side. He walked the path that we do.   

 
Growing up Roman Catholic, I believed that, Jesus was “perfect”.  
 Everyone told me that and I believed it.  I still do.  

   Folks misunderstood Jesus in his day.  
         They misunderstood when I was a kid.  They misunderstand now. 

 
Jesus was a “perfect” human being. But to err is human.  
 He must’ve  made mistakes.  

 
It’s easy for us to misunderstand what it means to be a “perfect” human being. 

  Jesus  was “perfect”, but that doesn’t mean he was error free, as a person.  
  He must’ve pushed the wrong elevator button, like anyone.   
 He probably put the wrong glasses, on the wrong shelf, in the wrong cabinet.  

 Just like anybody else.  
He must’ve learned carpentry from his human dad, Joseph. 

 One in a while, he must’ve forgotten to “measure twice and cut once”.  
  I mean, after all, he was human! 
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I imagine Jesus laughing and joking and simply being happy,  

 at the wedding feast in Cana, like anybody else.  
  (At least, until  his Mom reminded him that he had a bigger calling.) 

 
To err is human. Jesus the man, born of Mary, must have made human mistakes. 
  Jesus is the “perfect” example of what it means to be a human being.  

  That’s what it means for Jesus to be fully human and fully divine.iv 
 

But when it came to understanding how God the Father works,  
 Jesus of Nazareth,  the Son of God, was error free.v 
 

Jesus, was called  to serve his Father’s Kingdom.vi And so are we! 
 

Jesus was a real guy.  He lived and breathed and felt and loved just like we do. 
 Jesus is the perfect human role model. Perfection wasn’t required as a man. 
  

Indeed, although  Jesus was a perfect human being,   
 He reminds us that we are not called to be perfect. 

  He reminds us that we are, as he was, called to be our best selves,   
    

 He reminds us that we are called to live full lives,  
  walking with one another, in patience and in love, 
   our emotions vii in good working orderviii under control.  

 
Jesus was the real deal.  He wasn’t all smiles.  

 He had a real Temper.  Divine wrath had a human face.  
 
Jesus was righteously ticked off,  when he turned over the money changers’ tables.   

 
Jesus weptix,, at Lazareth’s gravesite,  and then, 

 he cried out in an angry loud voice, “Lazarus come out!”.x  
 
Life is hard.  

 Everyone looks out a window once in awhile and wonders, 
  what the heck is going on.  

 
Jesus is right there with us. 
 The word compassion comes from Latin, and means co-suffering.    

 Compassion is a God thing.  
 

Jesus is all about compassion.    
 He’s all about joining us in our  loneliness and pain. 
 

 
 

Compassion is about drawing close to someone, and  
 helping them put aside their pain.      
  Compassion is about embracing someone,  and  

   helping them move towards the Light. xi  
   



4 | 8 
 

Compassion isn’t about embracing pain .. it’s about moving away from it.xii  
 

The World isn’t about compassion. And that’s why Jesus calls us out of the world.  
  

The Powers-That-Be motivate us with greed, and fear… 
 and point us towards yet another thing to consume,  
  with an appetite that is never satisfied.  

 
The Powers-That-Be draw us away from our vocation as loving servants …. 

 
Our consumer culture pushes us away, from one another …but  
 Jesus draws us close, and calls us to embrace the stranger and the lost. 

 
• Jesus pushed back against the Temple leaders, who deceived their own; 

• The Temple leaders taught that blindness was God’s judgment for secret sin.  But Jesus 
healed two blind menxiii, anyhow.   

• Jesus touched and healed a socially “untouchable” leperxiv, 

  and he comforted  a lonely widow, after her only son died. xv  
• Jesus faced down, a hungry, tired and unruly mob and then  he fed them.xvi  

 
2,000 years ago, Jesus felt other people’s pain.   

 So, He broke the rules and he healed them. 
  Today, Jesus calls us to break the rules, and to heal one another,  
 

In 1967 the Beatles sang “All you need is Love.” xvii   Turns out they were right! 
 But, 2,000 years before John and Paul and George and Ringo, 

  Jesus showed us what love looks like.  
  
“This is my commandment”,  he said, 

 “That you love one another, as I have loved you”. xviii 
 

As the shadow of the cross loomed over him, Jesus prayed  
 about a full life, of joy and love, xix because he knew that,  
  from the beginning,  to the end, everything is about love.   

 
Jesus lived in the midst of the dust and confusion of real life. 

 He is our first, and our best, life model.  Nothing else even comes close. 
 
Jesus was and is all about love in action.  

 It’s about pushing back against a world that could care less. 
  Love is a commitment, and a promise, and an action. 

   A commitment.  A promise and an action.  
 
Jesus was all about love in action.   

 What are we doing waiting around? Let’s go!  
   

- AMEN  
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i Little snippets of the BE Attitudes have been turned into bumper stickers, for generations.  

 
ii NB: The four blessings in the “Sermon on the Plain” were arguably the core of the nine blessings set out, 

apparently later, in the “Sermon on the Mount”. Also,  it’s noteworthy that there were still other variations on 

the theme (see, Matthew 5:3–12 and 11:6, Luke 7:23, and John 20:29).  See also, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Beatitude-biblical-literature. 

 
iii  Maybe Jesus thought that he needed to practice for the big crowd he thought would come to hear his Sermon 

on the Mount.  Or maybe the Gospel writers-- 60 or 70 years later--accidentally mixed things up. Or maybe all 

of the above. 

 
iv  The Church concluded that Jesus was both completely God and completely human at the Council of 

Chalcedon, in 451 CE.    

 

 “Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ truly God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one 

substance (homoousios, ὁμοούσιον) with the Father as regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one 

substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, 

begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our 

salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer (Theotokos Theotokos); one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, 

Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without 

separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of 

each nature being preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated 

into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the 

prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the 

Fathers has handed down to us.” (See, “Act V”,   and also, our Book of Common Prayer, page 864.) 

 
v Jesus wasn’t a perfect human being. He was a perfect Son of God.  

 

vi  Jesus seems to have avoided titles such “Messiah”, and “Son of God”; those were apparently developed in the 

60-80 years after his earthly ministry.  Jesus referred, instead, to himself as "the son of the man", a phrase that is 

often misunderstood.  Scholars suggest  that the best translation of "the son of the man",  is "the Human Being" 

or "the Truly Human One”.  

 

Scholars suggest that Jesus intended to be a change agent for human  transformation --from what we are, day-

to-day, to what Our Father means for us to be. See, The Human Being: Jesus and the Enigma of the Son of the 

Man, Walter Wink.  Augsburg Fortress (2001). 

 
vii That is, “emotional intelligence”, as per writer Daniel Goleman. 

 
viii See, https://www.mosaicchurchaustin.com/the-emotional-jesus/ 

 
ix The Greek word for compassion speaks to the strong emotional sense, which we might define as “gut 

wrenching”.  

 
x    Strongs  G1690:    embrimaomai  embrimaomai, to snort with anger or indignation, or to sternly enjoin, 

groan, murmur against. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Beatitude-biblical-literature
https://www.amazon.com/Walter-Wink/e/B001HMKEVA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.mosaicchurchaustin.com/the-emotional-jesus/
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xi See, Church of Cowards, Matt Walsh, p. 120, Regenery Publishing, 2020. 

 
xii Jesus drew close to broken human beings, just like us. Jesus calls us to draw closer to both the stranger and 

the lost. 

 
xiii  Matt. 20:34 

 
xiv   Mark 1:40-41 

 
xv   Luke 7:13 

 
xvi   Mark 8:2 

 
xvii  “Objection”, my lawyer brain says, “Vague and ambiguous”. 

 
xviii Ibid., 15:12, with  emphasis added. 

 
xix John 15:11 

 

 

 

 


