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CELEBRATION OF A NEW MINISTRY 
 

PRELUDE                                    “Amazing Grace” 
  
  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN         “O Christ the Word Incarnate” Hymn 632  

 

The Institution 
 
The Wardens, standing before the Bishop with the new minister, say 

Bishop Lucas, we have come together today to welcome Steven Michael Karcher, 

who has been chosen to serve as Rector of Ascension and Holy Trinity Episcopal 

Church. We believe that he is well qualified, and that he has been prayerfully and 

lawfully selected.  

 
The Bishop may read the Letter of Institution. The Bishop then says  

Fr. Steve, do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to this new 

trust and responsibility?  

New minister: I do.  

 
The Bishop then addresses the congregation  

Will you who witness this new beginning support and uphold Fr. Steve in this 

ministry?  

People: We will.  

 
The Bishop, standing, says 

Let us then offer our prayers to God for all his people, for this congregation, and for 

Fr. Steve, their Rector.  

The Litany (Prayers of the People) 

 
Leader For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that 

they may serve you in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, our Bishop Kym, and for all bishops, 

priests, and deacons, that they may be filled with your love, may 

hunger for truth, and may thirst after righteousness, we pray to you, 

O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  For Fr. Steve, chosen priest in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.  
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Leader That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your 

Church, and glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and 

encouraged to persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we 

pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions 

may cease and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we 

pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach 

the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their 

faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance 

may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice and 

promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches 

of creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and 

disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, 

prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and 

protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the 

Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those 

whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may 

have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, 

we pray to you, O Lord. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

and one another, 

 
The Bishop stands and says 

 The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 

 

Everliving God, strengthen and sustain Fr. Steve, that with patience and 

understanding he may love and care for your people; and grant that together they 

may follow Jesus Christ, offering to you their gifts and talents; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 9:1-4 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 

will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

nations. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 

exult when dividing plunder. 

 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Psalm 27:1, 5-13 (say responsively by half verse) 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 

the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 

and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts up my head * 

above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 

have mercy on me and answer me. 

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 

Your face, Lord, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me, * 

nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

 

The New Testament Lesson  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by 

Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I 

mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I 

belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were 

baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 

do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize 

but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 

might not be emptied of its power. 
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For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn     “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord” Hymnal 304, vv1-3 

 

The Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 

 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have 

seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of 

death light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he 

said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 

mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 

people. 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sequence Hymn     “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord”  Hymnal 304, vv4,5 

 

The Sermon   The Rt. Rev. Bishop Kym 

 

Post-Sermon Hymn           ”Go forward, Christian soldier”  Hymnal 563 
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The Installation  
 

Representatives of the congregation make presentations to the new Rector that symbolize his 
ministry in Ascension and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Presenters should come up together 
and stand at the stairs to present. 

 
Bishop Lucas presents a vessel of water, saying 

Fr. Steve, take this water, and help us honor our baptismal commitments and 

premises, in obedience to our Lord. 

People  Amen. 

 
Paul Plinske and Stan Goodin, The Wardens, present the keys of the church, saying 

Fr. Steve, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place welcome all of God’s 

people. 

People  Amen. 

 
Truly Johnson, representing the congregation, presents a Bible, saying 

Fr. Steve, accept this Bible, and be among us as one who proclaims the Word. 

People  Amen. 

 
Karin Hill and/or Jan Parlett, representing Altar Guild, presents fair linens, saying 

Fr. Steve, take these fair linens and help us prepare the Eucharistic feast for all to 

share. 

People Amen. 

 
Joanne Snyder, representing the Congregation, presents a book of common prayer, saying 

Fr. Steve, receive this Book of Common Prayer, and be among us as a man of prayer 

leading us on the Journey of Faith. 

People  Amen. 

 
Jim Feickert, representing the Choir and Music Ministry, presents a hymnal, saying 

Fr. Steve, receive this hymnal and join us in praising our Lord through music and 

song. 

People  Amen. 

 
Emily Sell, representing the Children’s Ministries Team, presents a children’s bible, saying 

Fr. Steve, receive this book for leading us in teaching the Bible to our children, and 

help us nurture our children in the love of the Lord. 

People  Amen. 

 
Pam Rice, representing the Pastoral Care Team and Lay Eucharist Visitors, presents Oil of 
Unction, saying 

Fr. Steve, use this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler 

People  Amen 
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The Bishop then says 

Fr. Steve, let all these be signs of the ministry which is mine, and yours, in this 

place. 

People  Amen. 

 
The new Rector, facing the congregation, says 

O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet you have 

called your servant to stand in your house, and to serve at your altar. To you and to 

your service I devote myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with the record 

of your mighty works; enlighten my understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; 

and may all the desires of my heart and will center in what you would have me do.  

Make me an instrument of your salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and 

grant that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by my life and 

teaching set forth your true and living Word. Be always with me in carrying out the 

duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in praises, heighten my love 

and gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of thought and expression; and grant 

that, by the clearness and brightness of your holy Word, all the world may be drawn 

into your blessed kingdom. All this I ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 
The Bishop then presents the new minister to the congregation, saying 

Greet your new Rector: Father Steve! 

 
The Peace 

 
Rector  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 
The new Rector and people greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Sentence 
The Bishop, as Celebrant, stands and says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, and offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

Offertory Solo               “Lord, Don’t Move the Mountain”  
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Doxology (sung by all, led by Father Steve) Hymnal 380, v3 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts. 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts. 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Celebrant and People 
Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A  BCP 361 

 
The people remain standing (as you are able) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his 

resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the gospel and to teach all nations; 

and promised to be with them always, even to the end of the ages. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

The Sanctus (sung)  Hymnal S124 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 

power and might, heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or stand. Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
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mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of 

all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 

your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 
Celebrant 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 

ever. AMEN.  

 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  

People Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep 

the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 

thanksgiving.  

 

Communion Hymns          “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy”  Hymnal 470 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Celebrant and people  

Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Blessing  

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 

and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

Recessional Hymn         “Spread, O spread, thou mighty word”   Hymn 530 

 

The Dismissal  

Priest  Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

Postlude                         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  
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A Very Special Thank You  

to  

Our Music Program 

Pianist/Organist:  Elizabeth Zawadowski 

Choir Director:  Roger Ashcraft 

Soloist:  Myracle Wade 

Ascension Choir 

Ascension Bell Choir 

AND 

 to all parishioners and staff 

 for preparing and participating in  

this special celebration 

 

Everyone, please come to the Parish Hall 

for the celebration gathering  

following the service. 
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