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Epiphany 2 
Year A 

  

John 1:29-42 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 

me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed 

to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have 

seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 

exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said 

to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and 

see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 

o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 

translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 

John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
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SERMON 

 

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist announces that his cousin, Jesus, is the Messiah.  

 And a moment later, Jesus calls Andrew, to join his group followers.i 
 
Right after Andrew says OK, Jesus recruits Andrew’s brother, Simonii. 

 Andrew and Simon are the first two guys on Jesus’ crew.  
  

Later, as you may recall, Jesus renames Simon, as “Peter”iii. 
 Simon Peter became the Rock, on which the infant Church was built.  
   

All of this was part of God’s restoration plan,  
 But the plan didn’t begin with Jesus, or Andrew or Peter. 

 
The plan began with Jesus’ desert dwelling, bug eating, camel skin wearing, cold River Jordan 

 baptizing, and cousin.  John the Baptizer,  
    
John was a saint and a hero. And he was definitely strange. iv 

 We’d probably not want him to move in next door. 
   

Back then life was rough and stinky.  But, even then, John was over the top. 
 Even his followers must’ve thought he was kind of strange. v 
 

What did folks think when John suddenly pointed to his cousin, Jesus,  
 and calls out, “Behold, the Lamb of God”. vi   

 
It takes all kinds of folks to build the Church. vii 
 Right then John the Baptist was kind of a Stalker, waiting for Jesus.   

  It’s a wonder he didn’t get arrested.viii  
 

But what did John mean, when he said called Jesus was the lamb of God? 
 Let’s look at the original languages and culture. 
   

John the Baptist was probably speaking in Aramaic, which was also Jesus’ everyday language.ix 
The Aramaic word for “lamb” could be used in two ways:  

 it could be about an actual “lamb” and it could be about a person, as a “servant”. 
  
 Both apply to Jesus. So, John was playing with words.  Very clever. 

   
On the lamb part, John reached back to the Old Testament Pass Over story, 

 when Yahweh helped the Israelites, to escape from Egypt. 
 
As part of that escape plan, Yahweh sent a death angel,  

 to kill the firstborn male child of every living thing.  Every living thing.  
 

I guess angels take their assignments literally, 
 so Yahweh had to come up with a plan to keep the angels from  
  slaughtering the Hebrew’s baby boys, who God wanted to save.  
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So, as a signal to the angels, Yahweh told the Hebrew’s to smear lamb’s blood on their  
doorposts. The angels would notice the blood, and pass over those houses. x 

  That’s what the Hebrew’s did and Yahweh’s plan worked.   
    

The Lambs of God gave their lives, to save the Hebrew’s baby boys.xi 
  1200 years later, the Hebrews remembered that story. xii 
    

By the time Jesus was on the scene, things had changed. 
 In Jesus’ day a lamb symbolized God’s faithfulness, and  

  His power to deliver people from whatever bad stuff plagued them.   
 
When John called Jesus the “Lamb of God”, he might’ve been thinking that Jesus   would 

literally save Israel, from its enemies, like the lambs once did.xiii 
   

But, St. John was human, and he was wrong. 
 Jesus didn’t come to physically save the Hebrews from their enemies. xiv 
  Jesus’ deal wasn’t to fix all the awkward details of real life.xv  

   God gave us perfectly good brains to sort that out.    
The ancient Aramaic word for “lamb” also meant servant. xvi 

 That is what Jesus meant. Jesus was, and is, and will always be a servant.  
  We call ourselves “Christians”, and we must be servants too.  

 
When John the Baptist’s friends left him, to follow Jesus. There was kind of weird conversation. 
 

Jesus asked them “What are you looking for?” 
 and they asked Jesus, in turn, “… where are you staying.” 

  And Jesus answered, “Come and See.” 
   What.  Where.  Come and See. 
 

“What are you looking for?” Jesus asked.  
 At some point in our lives, we will al ask, “What am I looking for?” 

   And we will all find that it’s a hard question to honestly answer. 
 
What are you looking for? 

  
That’s a question that speaks to everything that matters…  

 The answer is all about our relationships.   
  With God.  With our neighbor.  With ourselves. 
 

 “What are you looking for?  Jesus is still asking us that question.  
 To answer his question, we have to make a decision, a choice and a promise.   

 
• We have to decide that our Christians lives don’t begin and end on Sunday.  
• We have to choose to live our lives for Jesus,  and  

• We have to promise to get back in the saddle, every time life bucks us off.   
 

From day to day.  From Sunday to Sunday.  From year to year. 
 We have to decide.  We have to choose. We have to keep our promise.  
  In 2023…  Decide. Choose.  Promise.   

-- Amen 
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i Jesus poached Andrew, who up until then, had been in John’s group. 

ii Who Jesus declared would be called Cephas”.  Cephas is a Hebrew name, which translates into Greek as Petros, and into 

English as “Peter”.   

iii See, Πέτρος, which signifies in Greek, a big stone, or rock, or perhaps a significant chip, off a huge dominating rock. 

Metaphorically Cephas/Petros speaks to a soul that is both hard and unyielding. See, Sophocles  O. R. 334.  Simon Peter 

was a native of Bethsaida, a town in Galilee, near Capernaum, where he lived with his wife. Simon and his brother, 

Andrew, were both the sons of a fisherman, in whose path they followed. See, 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4074/rsv/mgnt/0-1/ 

 
iv John looked and smelled like he’d slept outdoors for a couple of years.  

 
v  “…who takes away the sin of the world”. If that happened today, somebody would grab their $1200 phone, take a 

picture, and send it to their friends:  “OMG” (literally!). Maybe it’d go viral.  

 
vi Some folks might just push a button, roll up the window, lock the doors,  

and drive away. We’re tolerant. But we’re not nuts. 

 
vii Can you imagine your new neighbor, John the Baptizer, standing on the sidewalk, by the “drop off” zone at your kid’s 

school?  

 
viii Oh, wait a second. He actually did get arrested.  It’s dangerous to live on the edge. 

 
ix Jesus probably could read Greek, but his native tongue was Aramaic, a Semitic language that was the Ancient Near 

East’s lingua franca from the 6th century BCE, through the 7th century CE, replacing Hebrew, until it was replaced by 

Arabic.   

 
x Killing a lamb to smear some of its blood on the doorpost was the best they could do, back then, paint and chalk being in 

rather short supply. Plus they ate the lambs, for sure.  

 
xi All this was around 1200 years before Jesus was born. Yahweh was harsh back then and this is a harsh story. But then 

Pharaoh was harsh and those were harsh times.  

 
xii They still do today. So do we! 

xiii I’m pretty sure, that John didn’t think Jesus was going to save anybody from their sins.  

 
xiv The Hebrews were crushed by Rome in 72 AD, and scattered for 1500 years. Jesus wasn’t a Warrior Lamb. But, he was 

and is the Lamb of God.  

 
xv See, Matthew 21:12, 22, Mark 11, Luke 19 and John 2. Jesus apparently referred to Isaiah 56:7  and Jeremiah 7:11. 

 
xvi John blended the two notions together, and saw that Jesus was both the salvation of Israel, and a reminder of God’s 

faithfulness to Her people. A very subtle and very important point. John the Baptist wasn’t quite the crackpot, he seemed 

to be.  

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4074/rsv/mgnt/0-1/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%202
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2056.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%207.11

