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Sermon  

 
Christmas and Christmas Eve Year A 

Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 

[In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn.] 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 
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SERMON 
 

Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus bar Joseph-- Jesus, son of Joseph-- 
 Who, decades after his brief, remarkable ministry, His small group of followers  

began to see as the Christ.   
The χριστός (chrīstós) … the "anointed one".i 

 

It took a few centuries before his followers settled on some of the basics, 

 And Jesus remains a mystery for many today. 
  He ends up on magazine covers from time-to-time,  
   People talks about him on street corners, and In cafes, over cups of coffee.  

  
We preach about Jesus at church, and we talk about him at home. 

 Some see him as a Judge of our sins; others as a Savior from them. 
  Some see him as a practically a myth. Others see him as the Real Deal.  
 

Some Christians might humanize Jesus too much,  

 In a not too subtle effort to undercut his divinity. 
 

Other focus on his miracles and Sonship, 
 Forgetting to wonder why God became human and lived amongst us.ii 
 

The incarnation of God is not just a New Testament idea. 

 Incarnation has been God’s plan for humanity, from the beginning. iii  
   

God has been relationship with Creation, from the beginning. 
 God will not to be boxed in by our needs and wants of the moment. 
   

And God is neither a wrathful judge nor a cold lawgiver.iv 
 God has so completely and intimately bound Herself with Creation, 

  that She suffers, just as we suffer, and smiles, just as we smile.  
 

Scholars argue that since we are created in the image of God,  
     we may, in honestly looking at ourselves, understand the nature of God.v  

 
But, God isn’t cursed with our sinful nature; God neither exaggerates nor obfuscates. 
   

Instead, God loves as we love, and God serves, as we serve. 
 Or perhaps we love and serve, because God has loved and served,   

 from the beginning.    
 

God interacts with Creation.  It is His. We are His.  
 As people who claim Christ, as God’s Son, we are called to acknowledge his  

presence, in every step we make and in every breath we take.vi 
 

And in interacting with us, God has shared with us a hint of Divine freedom. 
 We may choose how to live, how to die, and how to BE His Creation. 
 

Growing up I was often told that God knows everything. I believed that. 

 Now that I have been around for awhile, I do wonder how God’s  
perfect knowledge, interacts with the freedom that God has given  

us. vii      
That’s another question I will ask one day. But for us, now and here, we are  

called to act, as we think best, and to serve others as God leads us.  
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Our task is not to be doers of deeds, without error.  
 No. Our task is to decide, what we shall do. 

  And we are called to make those decisions, with love.  
 

God is, and will always be, in loving relationship with us. 
 That is the meaning of Christmas.  
 

How close we draw to God, through Jesus, is up to us. 
 The closer we move towards Jesus, the closer we draw to God. 
  The closer we draw to God, the more likely we will Her voice. 
 

The birth of Jesus Christ, and through him the presence of God right here, 
 is and was the perfection God’s relationship with Creation. 
   

It is our work, to further that perfection,  
 where we can, as we can, when we can,  

  day-to-day, and generation-to-generation.  
 

Christmas is God’s reminder that God has always intended to be, with us.viii 
 Through Jesus and through the Church, this follows him. 
 

Through Jesus, God has revealed a willingness to identify with Creation, 

 both in its Joy, and its Suffering.  
      That is God’s sublime gift to us. That is the Reason for the Season. 
 

God hears our cries of anguish, and God hears our laughter.ix 

 God is with us, at every moment and in every way.  
  That is the meaning of Christmas.x   
 

And yet, God has left much in our hands.xi  

 Creation reflects God’s power, majesty and design. 
  The birth of Baby Jesus, is the open chapter, of the life story 

 that God has called us to write. 
 

God works with those He has called,  
 to labor at Jesus’ side, in the ongoing process of creation.   
 

Day by day, moment to moment, guided by Jesus, God stands by our side.  

 God blesses us and empowers us to do all that we are called to do, 
  laboring in love and giving Thanks, 
   as we build His Kingdom.  Right here. Right now.  
 

Christmas has arrived. Jesus, God incarnate, is with us.   
 Jesus came to restore Creation, and to make it new. 
  

This Christmas let us join with Him,  
 working together, to renew, to build and to repopulate this holy place, in his name.  

 
AMEN  
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i From the Greek verb χρίω (chrī́ō), which means "to anoint." In the Greek Septuagint, χριστός is 

translated from the Hebrew   יח   ."meaning "[one who is] anointed ,(Mašíaḥ, messiah) ָמשִׁ

ii Why not a woman? I’ll ask about that when I get a chance, in heaven. Meanwhile my theory is that he 

needed to be a man, so that he would have the social credibility, in that palce and time,  to do what his 

Father called him to do.  God never intended to elevate one gender over the other.   

 
iii See, The Suffering of God: An Old Testament Perspective, Terence E. Fretheim 

 
iv supra. 

 
v ibid. p. 11. 

 
vi Apologies to the Police, Every Breath You Take 

 
vii Fretheim, Terence E., The Suffering of God, p.  35. 

 
viii Both, imminent and immanent, and always relational. 
 
ix See, Exodus 3:7-10. 

x While God is transcendent,  and outside of Creation, God is also immanent, in Creation, and with us, 

through Jesus,  here and now and forever.  

xi While some fear the destruction of the Earth -- and if you stay in LA, for awhile, you won’t wonder 

why!- 

 


