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California FarmLink is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to invest in the prosperity of farmers and 
ranchers through lending, education and access to land. California FarmLink does not provide legal advice, 
tax advice or financial planning services. It makes this document available for educational purposes. For 
more information about California FarmLink, see: cafarmlink.org

LEASING

Building an Agricultural Lease 
With FarmLink: 
A step-by-step guide

So you’re ready to start thinking about drafting a lease? Great! 
The work you do now will be critical for avoiding headaches in 
the future, and assuring that the tenant/landlord relationship is 
productive.  Your lease will be a written record of the agreements 
made between landlord and tenant which you can refer back to 
if there is ever disagreement or a change in circumstances down 
the road. 

Before you start the task of creating a strong lease agreement, 
there are several steps you can take to create a solid foundation 
to build upon. Now that you and your prospective tenant or 
landlord have found each other, you are ready to work together 
to establish a relationship built on open communication, mutual 
respect and trust prior to entering into an agreement. We 
recommend entering into this process with an open mind and 
lots of patience. These negotiations can take time that will pay 
dividends in the end. You can expect the lease development 
process to take anywhere from two weeks to several months, 
depending on the responsiveness of all parties and the complexity 
of the agreement, so please inquire early and plan accordingly. 

https://www.californiafarmlink.org/
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Here we outline some suggestions on how to go about this process, followed 
by FarmLink’s process for agreement negotiation and development. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: DETERMINE IF THIS IS THE RIGHT FIT

• Meet to discuss visions and expectations

• Prior to the initial conversation with a potential tenant, landholder may 
first use this resource for Preparing Property for Leasing to an Agricultural 
Tenant. 

• Landholder may review the questions and answers found in Preparing to 
Communicate with a Farmer. 

• Tenant may review the questions and answers found in How to Present 
Yourself to a Landholder.

• Visit the property together and walk the premises a few times.

• Tenant should do their own due diligence by using the Farmland 
Assessment Checklist to take notes and compare properties.

• Take the time to get to know each other and establish good rapport - over 
drinks is a great way to get to know each other.

• Determine if visions, expectations, communication styles and personalities 
will engender a good working relationship - if not, be ready and willing to 
resolve any conflicts or call off the deal now.

• Confirm that both parties are ready to proceed with negotiations.

Building an Agricultural Lease With FarmLink:  A step-by-step guide

https://www.californiafarmlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Look-Before-You-Lease-Preparing-Property-for-Leasing-to-an-Agricultural-Tenant.pdf
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Look-Before-You-Lease-Preparing-Property-for-Leasing-to-an-Agricultural-Tenant.pdf
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/resources/preparing-to-communicate-with-a-farmer/
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/resources/preparing-to-communicate-with-a-farmer/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.californiafarmlink.org/resources/how-to-present-yourself-to-a-landowner/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1655776529068214&usg=AOvVaw0Fx5TWBc-c6-Sck0-rabT4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.californiafarmlink.org/resources/how-to-present-yourself-to-a-landowner/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1655776529068214&usg=AOvVaw0Fx5TWBc-c6-Sck0-rabT4
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FARMLAND-ASSESSMENT-CHECKLIST.pdf
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FARMLAND-ASSESSMENT-CHECKLIST.pdf
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California FarmLink’s Lease Development Process

INITIAL CONTACT AND REGISTRATION

• Both parties should register with FarmLink as a Landseeker and Landholder if 
you have not done so already. 

• Landholders do not need to submit a land listing for our Land Portal if they 
have already found a tenant.

• Complete an Agreement Building Services Inquiry Form for support with 
agreement negotiations and development. You will get an email confirmation 
that your form was received.

• Once we receive your Agreement Building Services Inquiry Form, we will 
review your information to determine if you meet the requirements to access 
our services and if our services are the right fit for your needs.

• A FarmLink representative may be in contact to schedule a call with one or 
both parties to assess the details of your situation.

• We will follow up with you within two weeks to let you know if we are able to 
move you forward in our agreement building services process. 

COMPLETE YOUR LEASE QUESTIONNAIRE

• If we have confirmed we are able to assist you with building an agreement, 
a FarmLink representative will send both parties a lease development 
questionnaire to help guide your negotiations and will be available to support 
negotiations as requested.

• Both parties work together to complete the questionnaire and agree to terms.

• Notify FarmLink that your questionnaire is completed and agreed upon by 
both parties.

Building an Agricultural Lease With FarmLink:  A step-by-step guide

https://www.californiafarmlink.org/find-land/
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/find-land/agreement-building-services-inquiry/
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FINE TUNE YOUR LEASE

• A FarmLink representative will build a personalized agreement based on the 
answers provided in your questionnaire. 

• Staff may schedule a meeting to work through questions generated from 
the questionnaire.

• FarmLink will share the draft through Google Docs or as a pdf with all parties. 

• Both parties review the draft agreement, make suggested modifications, ask 
questions and complete assigned homework to develop the draft. 

• All parties continue to work together to come to a consensus and finish 
developing an equitable and secure agreement that reflects the expectations 
and understanding of both parties. 

• Prepare for this part of the process to take as much time as needed until all 
parties are satisfied with the result.

• Each party should review the draft agreement with a lawyer or third party 
reviewer representing their interests.

• Once all parties agree that the agreement is complete, FarmLink will provide 
a final draft for signature. FarmLink can offer a remote signature option upon 
request.

• Continue with open communication to maintain a healthy and secure working 
relationship.

• The lease should be reviewed as necessary and may be amended with the 
assistance of FarmLink staff or an attorney if both parties agree that future 
changes are needed.


