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Next meeting— 
Monday 7 April 2007  7:00 PM for 7:30 PM 

The Annual General meeting 
Plus Allan Perry will give a talk on use & sourcing of veneered 

boards 

POWERHOUSE MUSEUM ULTIMO 
Parking available at the end of Macarthur St adjacent to the museum 

 

EXHIBITIONS & REVIEWS 
“Design + Wood 2007: an exhibition of studio furniture” 

 
STUDIO FURNITURE 2008 

 

Bungendore Woodworks Gallery, Bungendore 
26 January – 26 March 

In this issue, outgoing chairman and successful exhibitor, Warwick Wright gives us a “review 
of the reviews” 
He examines the reviews by Neil Erasmus on two exhibitions, Design + Wood 2007 which 
was organized by the Woodworkers’ Association of NSW and Studio Furniture 2008 which 
was run by Australian Wood Review in conjunction with Bungendore Woodworks Gallery. 
Go to Page 8 to read the full article. 

Details from Warwick Wright’s prize winning Studio Furni-
ture 2008 piece “Zetna” desk cabinet. The cabinet has an 
extending tambour desk top with LED lighting.  Made 

from Rock Maple, Wenge and Laminex 
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The Woodworkers’ Association of NSW, Inc 
 

Correspondence to PO Box 1016  Bondi Junction NSW 1355 

Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editor or the Committee of The 
Woodworkers’ Association of NSW Inc. 
 
Articles for the next newsletter should be forwarded to 
Paul Barton by 13 Feb 20078 
 

Chair            Warwick Wright ( 02)  9555 7960 warwick@grainwoodworks.com.au  
Vice Chair    Paul Barton  (02) 9608 8195  paullbarton@bigpond.com  
Secretary     Peter Rozea PO Box 1016  Bondi Junction NSW 1355  (02) 9522 3753 prozea@ozemail.com.au 
Treasurer  Phil Lake  (02) 9518 4150  philjanlake@yahoo.com.au 
Membership Secretary  Peter Hunt  PO Box 1016  Bondi Junction NSW 1355  0418 867 870 p_j_hunt@msn.com.au  
WebMaster  Paul Barton  (02) 9608 8195  paullbarton@bigpond.com  
Editor  Paul Barton  (02) 9608 8195  paullbarton@bigpond.com  
Assistant Editor  Vacant  - Volunteers required. 
 
Committee members 
Conal Downey  0407 767 800  conaldowney@aol.com 
Frank Duff  (02) 9896 4017  fwduff@optusnet.com.au 
Peter Hunt  (02) 9369 1193  p_j_hunt@msn.com.au 
Terry Gleeson (02) 9651 1012 thechairmaker@ozemail.com.au 
Kim Larymore (02) 9858 1578 Larymore@tpg.com.au 
Exhibition Committee 
Warwick Wright;;  Robert Chapman;  Tracy Gumm;  Adam Crosland;  Phil Gould 

Welcome to new and 

returned members. 

John Velik (#307)John Velik (#307)John Velik (#307)John Velik (#307)    

Mark Aylward (#311)Mark Aylward (#311)Mark Aylward (#311)Mark Aylward (#311)    

Philip Harley (#309)Philip Harley (#309)Philip Harley (#309)Philip Harley (#309)    

Gino Monteleone (#310)Gino Monteleone (#310)Gino Monteleone (#310)Gino Monteleone (#310)    

Peter Pinto (#308)Peter Pinto (#308)Peter Pinto (#308)Peter Pinto (#308)    

Steve Maritze (#312)Steve Maritze (#312)Steve Maritze (#312)Steve Maritze (#312)    

Arthur Kelly (#313)Arthur Kelly (#313)Arthur Kelly (#313)Arthur Kelly (#313)    

Thomas Devitt (#314)Thomas Devitt (#314)Thomas Devitt (#314)Thomas Devitt (#314)    

John Cross John Cross John Cross John Cross  

 

Aims of the Woodworkers’ Association of NSW, 
incorporated 

To provide a forum for networking and to encourage ca-
maraderie amongst all those who work in wood. 
 
To promote public awareness and appreciation of fine 
woodwork. 
 
To encourage creativity, design and development of skills 
and application by all woodworkers. 
 
 To represent professional woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork as a career. 
 
To promote awareness of environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of our precious native tim-
ber resources and use of sustainably harvested, recycled 
and reclaimed timbers. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in woodwork-
ing, both amateur and professional. The association 
meets every second month; the first Monday of every 
even month. 

We’re on the web 
www.woodworkersnsw.org.au 
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Farewell from the Chairman 

 
The AGM will be held on 7th April 
and all positions fall vacant.  This is 
an opportunity for anyone who has 
thought about contributing to the 
Association to play a part.  If you 
haven’t thought about it, please 
consider nominating for the com-
mittee and/ or one of the Office 
Holders positions.  
 
I have decided not to seek re-
election as Chairman. After 3 years 
in the Chair I intend to spend more 
time to developing my own prac-
tice.  However I am willing to serve 
as a committee member and to 
participate in the exhibition com-
mittee.  (Work is in progress for 
another exhibition in August 2009 
including discussions with a major 
sponsor.) 
 
Three years ago the Committee 
gave a commitment to raise the 
public profile of the Association. 
Since then a new website has been 
launched, a redesigned newsletter 
is available electronically to a far 
wider audience (including interna-
tionally) and we have held “Design 
+ Wood 2007” - the first general 
exhibition in 7 years.   
 
Woodworkers’ Association exhibi-
tion “Design + Wood 2007” re-
viewed in latest edition of Craft 
Arts International 
 
There have been reviews and other 
publicity in a number of leading 
journals.  The latest review is by 
Neil Erasmus in the March edition 
of the prestigious “Craft Arts Inter-
national” (No 72). 
We have also seen a remarkable 
change in the management of the 
Association with the financial posi-

tion substantially improved as well 
as increased membership.  Changes 
to the outdated ‘Rules of Associa-
tion’ include; a simplified member-
ship structure and updated unambi-
guous objectives.  The objectives 
now include a commitment to pro-
moting fine woodwork and the de-
velopment of both professional and 
hobbyist woodworkers.   
 

The Woodworkers’ As-
sociation of NSW has 
regained credibility as 
an organisation com-
mitted to promoting 

fine woodwork. 
 
The last 3 years have been challeng-
ing and demanding but ultimately 
rewarding. The Woodworkers’ 
Association of NSW has regained 
credibility as an organisation com-
mitted to promoting fine wood-
work. It has been a pleasure to 
work with the members of the 
committee and other members 
over the period.   
 
The above achievements were not 
possible without commitment from 
members.  I would like to thank 
everyone involved but a particular 
thanks to Paul Barton (Vice Chair) 
and Peter Hunt. Paul has made an 
outstanding contribution in design-
ing and maintaining the website and 
taking over as Editor.  Peter Hunt 
has contributed his technology 
skills (and limited time) to bring the 
accounts, membership records and 
other time consuming tasks into a 
simple and effective computerised 
format.  A very special thanks goes 
to Leon Sadubin for his encourage-
ment and support. Without Leon’s 
contribution the exhibition would 
not have happened. 

 
I will leave you with a few words 
from my first “From the Chair” of 
July 2005. 

Since joining the WWA I 
have heard rumblings of in-
creasing our professional 
profile and once again hold-
ing exhibitions akin to the 
great exhibitions at the Op-
era House and the State Li-
brary.  Such events certainly 
raise the profile of fine 
woodworking. They have 
also been the inspiration for 
many who have since be-
come serious hobbyists or 
professional woodworkers.  
As one long serving member 
remarked, “Without exhibi-
tions the Association is just a 
club”. 

 
I encourage you to consider a term 
on the Committee or other duties 
and nominate before or at the 
AGM. In particular, we need a new 
Editor and others willing to assist 
the Editor. 
 
I wish you all well in your personal 
and woodworking endeavours and 
look forward to seeing you at the 
AGM. 
 
Cheers 

 

Warwick 
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Otto & Son 
Wood Carvers & 

Sculptors 

 
131 Queen  St 

 Beaconsfield 

 

Small classes in woodcarving from decora-
tive furniture carving to ornamental & 
sculptural work.  Beginners to advanced. 

 
Call Laurens on 02 9698 8637 / 
 0414 800 107 

www.anglemag.com 
 

A revolution in precision angle joinery 
 

NOW available—via phone or the web 
 

Zahrina Snell Phone 0413 33 88 26 
 

Fax (02) 9683 6053 

For Sale  
Blackwood and Myrtle  

various sizes  
John Brassell 
Tel 4576 1535 

Mob 0414 458 829 
dbr33063@bigpond.net.au 

Available free of charge 
Pecan Timber recently felled, average diameter 15'' 
Phone : (02) 4578 2994 evenings only  
Gretchen Wheen , Richmond NSW. 
 
Editor’s Note:- 
The hickories are an important group within the Eastern hardwood 
forests. Botanically they are split into two groups; the true hickories, 
and the pecan hickories (fruit bearing). The wood is virtually the same 
for both and is usually sold together. Hickory is the hardest, heaviest 
and strongest American wood. The sapwood of hickory is white, 
tinged with inconspicuous fine brown lines while the heartwood is pale 
to reddish brown. Both are coarse-textured and the grain is fine, usu-
ally straight but can be wavy or irregular. 

Timber Merchants & Sawmillers 

Distinctive Timbers 
are what Tasmania is world renowned for! 
We mill, dry & stock select grade furniture 

timber & building materials 

Distinctive Timbers International 
87 Drake St 

Devonport  Tas    7310 
 

Phones    03 6424 8202      Mobile    0407 111 903 
Fax         03 6424 8202 

www.distinctivetimbers.com.au/ 
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Tracy has been invited to participate in 
an international collaboration in Swe-
den, named “JoINT- an international 
arena for woodworking culture”. 
 
They have invited 2 designer/makers 
from Australia, Tracy 
(www.irminsul.com.au) and Matthew 
Harding 
(www.matthewharding.com.au), 2 from 
Japan, 2 from Senegal and 6 from Swe-
den.  It takes place in May over a 10 
day period. Tracy has agreed to give us 
a follow up story on the workshop.   
 
The group of craftspeople will all be 
working on public seating projects, 
with a view to sharing international 
knowledge and skills across the conti-
nent.. 

 
JoINT – An International Arena 
for Woodworking Culture  

 
I wish to provide an arena for the 
woodworking traditions from four dif-
ferent continents - Africa, Asia, Austra-
lia and Europe - to come together to 
share, to explore, and to create.  
 
Leading crafts people from Japan, Aus-
tralia, Senegal and Sweden will be in-
vited to participate in a collective 
workshop, seminar, and exhibition in 
Mariestad, and Western Sweden, dur-
ing the spring and summer of 2008.  
 
There are long traditions of working 
with wood in art, culture, and everyday 
functional objects in these countries. 
My ambition is to provide a meeting 
place for professional artists and crafts 
people who work with the same mate-
rial within a theme that is as universal 
as woodworking itself: Working to-
gether - sitting together: Seating in 
public places.  
 
Sweden is, together with a small num-
ber of other countries around the 
world, endowed with plentiful forest 
timbers and a long tradition of working 
with wood. We live with a unique 
wood culture; our country's economy 
is largely dependent on forestry prod-
ucts. Wood is used industrially, in the 
building sector, and in woodcraft and 
art.  
 
But where is wood found in today's 
crafts? This is a question I often ask 
myself when meeting with colleagues 
from around the world. What role, if 
any, does this material play today? 
Johan Huldt, President of Svensk Form, 
a leading design journal, has written: "In 
Sweden we have succeeded in main-
taining fluid boundaries between art, 
crafts, industrial art design, and art 

design. These disciplines enrich each 
other and have greatly contributed to 
Sweden's global reputation in the field 
of design."  
 
"JoINT - an International Arena for 
Woodworking Culture" -- represents 
my devotion to working towards an 
increased international exchange of 
ideas between leading crafts people 
within a woodworking discipline. This 
project will provide information about 
international woodworking that will 
reach both Swedish and international 
crafts people as well as an art-loving 
public.  
 
*An exhibition will consist of pieces 
each workshop member will bring with 
them, as well as pieces resulting from 
the workshop. The exhibition will be 
held in three venues in western Swe-
den starting at Brandstedts TraGard in 
June 2008. The exhibition will them be 
shown at Designtorg Tra, Orsa, Swe-
den and Steneby Konsthall, Dals 
Langed, Sweden.  
 
*The workshop will take place at 
Brandstedt TraGard, Mariestad, Swe-
den, May 11 –18, 2008. It will be docu-
mented resulting in a printed catalogue.  
 
*A seminar will be held in connection 
to the workshop, May 19 –20, 2008, at 
the DaCapo School of Crafts (the 
Mariestad branch of the University of 
Gothenburg) in order to reach a wider 
range crafts people of the public inter-
ested in art and woodworking gener-
ally. 
  
  
Per Brandstedt 
Mariestad, Sweden, December 2007  

A rare honour for one of our own—Tracy Gumm. 

An example of Tracy’s work as exhib-
ited in Studio Furniture 2008 
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This month’s review is for two 
books that, despite the heading are 
actually very different but strangely 
complimentary. 
 
Making Workbenches by Sam Allen is 
very much the DIY handbook. That 
is, it holds your hand and walks you 
through the steps of making a sound 
and attractive workbench. There are 
various options, colour photographs, 
detailed diagrams and cutting lists (in 
Imperial measure of course). 
 
The author describes and illustrates 
the different commercial vises avail-
able and their relative merits. Also 
discussed, and often illustrated, are a 
collection of jigs and tools that go 
hand-in-hand with an efficient work-
bench.  

 
Workbenches – from Design & Theory 
to Construction & Use is about as dif-
ferent from Making Workbenches as a 
book on building workbenches could 
possibly be. To start with it is very 
subjective, as Christopher Schwarz 
takes the reader along on his per-
sonal journey of discovery: from his 
first workbench as a child through 
years of almost mystical devotion in 
pursuit of the ideal workbench. 
Along the way he imparts a profound 
understanding of the function and 
practicality of various designs – as 
evolved by woodworkers in different 
cultures to best match their own 
specific needs.  
 
The photos are black and white and, 
although there are some designs of-
fered, the instructions assume a fair 
amount of knowledge and ability to 
adapt on the part of the reader. 
There are excellent photos and illus-
trations of workbenches from differ-
ent periods and countries, along with 
thoughtful and informative commen-
tary. 
 
For my money Schwarz’s Work-
benches is the more intellectually 
stimulating and challenging of the 
two, despite the author’s self indul-
gence … but Making Workbenches 
offers the less confident wood-
worker all the information required 
to create a functional first bench to 
be very proud of.  
 

If you are really serious about your 
woodcraft and want to create your 
own first class workbench—which is 
essentially the heart of your work-
shop—buying and studying both 
books is a worthwhile investment in 
both time and dollars. 

 
Workbenches – from Design & Theory 
to Construction & Use 
Christopher Schwarz 
144 pp,    Price: $39.99 
 
Making Workbenches 
Sam Allen 
216 pp, Price: $21.99 
 
 
Available from all good bookstores. 
For wholesale enquiries, please con-

tact Capricorn Link: 
sales@capricornlink.com.au 

A Matched Pair 
Book reviews by Michael McGrath 

Workshop visit to David Gunn 
Bundanoon 16 March 08 

On Sunday 16 March, around ten 
members of the Association de-
scended onto David Gunn’s 
workshop in Bundanoon in the 

Southern Highlands to present 
the pros and cons of the Festool 
Domino from a user’s perspec-
tive. Mike Freestone has sent us 

an e-mail thanking David and this 
is reprinted in full on the follow-
ing page.. 

Cont next page. 
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I want to pass on my thanks for an 
excellent presentation and lunch 
put on by David Gunn yester-
day.  His home and workshop are 
in lovely surroundings on the edge 
of Morton National Park in Bunda-
noon.  David gave a detailed use-
ful presentation on the Festool 
Domino machine.  As well as 
highlighting its usefulness, he also 
pointed out various shortcom-
ings.  In fact its very precision can 
lead to problems if there is a slight 
mismatch between pieces.  David 
explained his solution to this prob-

lem.  I doubt that a salesman in-
tent on selling would provide this 
kind of information.  
  
He also gave an interesting expla-
nation of how he made his final 
piece for the 2007 Sturt exhibi-
tion.  It was an expanding table 
that started as a round table about 
a metre in diameter and then ex-
panded using 2 leaves to com-
fortably seat 8.  His expansion 
concept was based on information 
in Joyce’s Encyclopaedia of Furni-
ture Making.  David showed him-

self to be a worthy graduate of 
Sturt and is sure to produce some 
interesting work in the future.   
  
At their own expense, David and 
his wife put on a nice morning tea 
and then a sausage sizzle and 
salads. 
  
About a dozen turned up and from 
their comments I think they were 
similarly impressed. 
  
Regards 
Mike Freestone 

David Gunn demonstrates the pros and cons of the 
Domino 

David and his wife excelled themselves with a sausage 
sizzle after the presentation 

Timber & Working With Wood 
Show 

June13 – 15 Sydney 08 
 
The Timber & Working With Wood 
Show team is refocusing the show 
from equipment and wood to the 
accent this year being on working 
with wood through life as a 
trade, profession or as an inter-
est. The “Horden” (the pavilion in 
which we are housed) will be centre 
stage and the promotion will amplify 
that.  
When you think about it I guess each 
of us joined the Association to learn 
something and to share the experi-
ence, with this show we have a per-
fect opportunity to be involved in 

just that! 
The competition is a splendid oppor-
tunity to challenge oneself and ex-
hibit your creativity, to observe and 
marvel at the diversity of creativity of 
others impassioned with working in 
wood and to share the experience. 
Skill is by and large gained through 
experience; creativity is personal, in 
some way each of us has some thing 
to offer, just be yourself! The plat-
form of the competition has room 
for all levels of skill, just give it your 
best. 
Will You Be There? 
The Competition 
Your Association has joined with the 
other clubs present in the Horden to 
help run and promote the competi-

tion. We have and are continuing to 
improve the standard of presentation 
to give you a background worthy of 
your entry. You can play a part by 
being available during show 
time to assist with the manage-
ment of the competition. 
The Woodworkers’ Association 

Stand 
Our theme this year is the story of 
building a table; working from the 
process of the brief, the design, the 
selection of timber, the construction 
and the finish we will tell the story. 
Central to this display we wish to 
show several tables, illustrating dif-
ferent functions and esthetic detail 

Cont Page 9 
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“Design + Wood 2007: an 

exhibition of studio furni-
ture” 

 
Neil Erasmus reviews the Association’s 
exhibition in the latest edition of Craft 
Arts International (No 72). It is gratify-
ing that our efforts to promote fine 
woodwork are receiving attention in 
such a prestigious journal. 
 
Neil Erasmus is a tough critic who tells 
it how he sees it without pissing in 
anyone’s pocket.  If you are going to 
put work into the public exhibition 
then you are exposing your work (and 
your ego) to public scrutiny. I must 
admit I was a little disappointed to read 
Neil’s opening comments: 
 

“It is fair to say that there 
was no truly great work on 
show . . . but better to have 
plain, good work rather than 
pedestrian work that aspires to 

great work.” 
 
However, as you read on there is ad-
miration of much of the work and 
plenty of encouragement.  He sums up 
on a far more positive note: 
  

“[T]he standard was very 
high indeed – one of the best 
wood events I have seen in 
years.” 

 
He was particularly impressed with 

Nick Statham’s Ascension IV sculpture 
and Jarrah chair observing that the 
work collectively was deservingly be-
stowed the Award for Excellence in 
Craftsmanship and Design by Robert Bell 
of the National Gallery.  Evan Dun-
stone’s Tamar chairs are also singled 
out for special mention as an example 
of the best of traditional shape being 
sensitively and beautifully redesigned to 
bring about a contemporary piece 
firmly planted in the 21st century. 
 
Some interesting observations are 
made about genre and placement of 
the exhibits in the spectrum of wood 
design.  Generally, he was impressed 
with the “sensible, unpretentious fare 
with clean easy lines” characteristic of 
much of the work. 
 

“[T]his exhibition was on the one 
hand a delicate mix of fresh, but 
tight and restrained work, while 
on the other I found some pieces 
to be freer – almost liberated!” 

 
There is a theme to the review which 
extends beyond the actual exhibits.  
And that is the challenge of organising 
exhibitions of fine woodwork together 
with the dilemma facing makers in put-
ting time aside to develop and resolve 
speculative pieces with no immediate 
prospect of financial rewards.  Evan 
Dunstone has made similar comments 
in his recent review of the exhibition in 
Australian Wood Review (No 57). 
 
That, I guess is a challenge rather than 
an obstacle to organising exhibitions 
and one which the exhibition commit-
tee will have to revisit. 
 
 

STUDIO FURNITURE 2008 
 

Bungendore Woodworks 
Gallery, Bungendore 

26 January – 26 March 
 
I attended the opening of the exhibi-
tion on 26th January and was impressed 
by the number, quality and variety of 
exhibits.  Some makers had obviously 
gone out of their way to produce 

“exhibition pieces”. With over 50 indi-
vidual pieces it would have been a real 
bastard to judge the 3 prizewinners.  
Fortunately that was not my concern. 
 
Peter Mc Donald took out the first 
prize for his Towaninnie dining suit.  
Peter is a young part time wood-
worker from Northern NSW who 
apparently has not exhibited before.  
He must have been completely blown 
away with the announcement and the 

EXHIBITIONS & REVIEWS 

 

Evan Dunstone 

Alex McDowell 
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cheque for $5,000. Not bad encourage-
ment to develop his career in wood-
working and give away what ever he 
does with most of his time. 
 
Woodworkers Association members 
represented in the exhibition are: Jon 
Gasparini, Tracy Gumm, Alex Mc 
Dowell, Takashi Nishiura, Warwick 
Powis and Warwick Wright.  Con-

gratulations to Australian Wood 
Review, Bungendore Woodworks 
and all the exhibitors for putting 
on a first class exhibition and con-
tributing to our common interest 
of promoting fine woodwork. 
 
A review of the exhibition by Neil 
Erasmus (him again) is in the lat-
est edition of AWR (No 58). De-
tails of each exhibitor and their 
work are also on the AWR web-
site www.woodreview.com.au 
 
For those who were wondering, 
there was no discussion between 
the WWA and AWR or Bungen-
dore about using the title “Studio 
Furniture”.  We arrived independ-
ently at that decision at about the 
same time presumably for similar 
reasons. 
 
 
Warwick Wright 

Warwick Powis 

Takasi Nishiura 

John Gasparini 

 
How you can contribute 

Have you a table we can show, it 
could be a dining table, a hall table, a 
sofa table. Occasional table be it cof-
fee, sofa end table, wine table or nest 
of tables; end of bed table or dress-
ing table. 
How else can you contribute 

Skill education is part of our charter. 
If you offer the public tuition in 
wood related skills you are welcome 
to promote the tuition you provide. 
We have adjacent to our stand a 
seminar area; we suggest you take 
advantage of using the seminar area 
to illustrate your communication 
abilities by being part of that line up. 
 
The stand will require some work on 
the accoutrements before we get to 
the show. 

 
Pre show set up and bump out 
 We require several people to trans-
port the stand accoutrements who 
have, either a truck, a trailer or van 
to assist with the move in and bump 
out at show end. We move in on 
Wednesday 11th June 
We also require a team to erect the 
stand and helpers with our commit-
ment as interclub players to assist 
with setting up the competition. 

Show Attendants 
You can contribute by being a stand 
or competition attendant.  
If you assist in any way with the run-
ning of this show you will receive a 
show pass and be eligible for conces-
sion parking in the car park adjacent 
to the venue  

The raffle 
This is a very important fund-raiser 

for your association. (We have not 
had a rise in membership fees in 
more than 10 years. The raffle con-
tributes essential augmentation funds 
to enable us to deliver to all our 
members a little more than just the 
basics) 
You can contribute by either buy-
ing or selling one book of 25 tickets 
(they sell for $2 each or 3 for $5) 
We ask you to return $40 and retain 
one ticket as your bonus.  
 
As I said at the beginning this is 
an excellent opportunity to 
share the experience 
You will receive a specific invita-
tion to offer your services from 
a list of requirements to be 
mailed to you by the 14th April.  
 
 

From Page 7 
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Discounts  

 

for 

 

Association 

 

Members 

 
Allwood Nowra 
Ph/Fax 44233295 
Cabinet Timbers 

www.philipgould.com.au 
 
Anagote, Marrickville,  9558 8444,  
Cabinet timbers,  10% 
  
AngleMag, Oatlands,  
www.anglemag.com  0410344144, 
Zahrina Snell, Magnetic saw guide,  
10% 
  
CARBA-TEC, Auburn,   
9648 6446,  David Croaker, 
Woodworking tools & equipment,  
(varies) 
  
F & K Electrics, Stanmore,   
9519 7997, 
Power tools,  10%  (varies) 
  
Feast Watson, H/O Scoresby Vic.  
www.feastwatson.com.au 
1800 252 502, Timber finishes  
Roger Gifkins, via Kempsey,  
www.gifkins.com.au 
6567 4313,  Dovetail jig,  10% 
  
Hare & Forbes, Northmead,  
www.machineryhouse.com..au 
9890 9111,  Machinery  (varies) 
 
 
  

Henry Bros Saws, Vineyard,  9627 
5486, 
Saw blades, knives, cutters, (Trade 
prices) 
HNT Gordon, Alstonville, 
www.hntgordon.com.au 
6628 7222, Classic plane makers,  
10% 
  
Howard Products, Tamworth, 
www.howardproducts.com.au 
1800 672 646, Orange oil, wood care 
products  
Laminex Industries, Caringbah, 132 
136, Sheet products 
  
Liberon Enterprises, Fyshwick 
ACT,  www.liberon.com.au 
6280 9720, Eric Bray, Finishing mate-
rials,  25% 
  
Major Woodworking Equipment, 
Padstow, 
www.majwood.com.au  
 9708 3233, Ryan, Equipment,  5%  - 
15% 
  
Mathews Timber, St Marys,  
9833 3100, Cabinet timbers 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Natural Paint Place 
02 9519 0433 
sales@thenaturalpaintplace.com.au 
www.energyandwatersolutions.com.a
u/oil/oils.htm 
www.livos.com.au 
583a King St, Newtown, Sydney NSW 
2042 
10% discount 
  
Nover & Co., Eastern Creek, 
www.nover.com.au  9677 3200, 
Sheet products, kitchen hardware 
  
A W Swadling, Rosebery, Rozelle, 
9810 4177, 
Timbers  (Trade prices) 
  
Total Tools, Wetherill Park, 
www.totaltools.com.au 
9203 1950, Hand & power tools 
  
Trend Timbers, Mulgrave 
(Windsor),  
www.trendtimbers.com.au 
4577 5277, Adrian Clark, Cabinet 
timbers,  7.5% 
  
Veneercraft, Padstow, 9533 4294, 
Frank Kletzmayr (TBA) 
Wood veneers,  10% 
  
Warringah Timbers, Dee Why, 
9981 3733, Timber supplies 
 

Felder NSW Pty Ltd   

Unit 2, 125 Russell Street 

Emu Plains NSW 2750    

Tel: 02 4735 1011 

Fax: 02 4735 8222 

Offer to Members 
CARBA-TEC (NSW) offers the following discounts 
to members, but only on production of their mem-
bership card at time of purchase: 
Machinery – 5% discount. 
Merchandise (books, project gear, hand tools, etc 
but excl. Lie-Nielsen, Woodcut) – 5% discount. 
Clock movements (excl. grandfather clock move-
ments) – 5% discount. 
Exclusions: Discounts do not apply to stock already 
on special/sale or at reduced prices. 
Variations: Conditions to this offer may change at 
manager’s discretion. 
CARBA-TEC Australia’s Largest Range of 
Tools for Wood. 
Location  113 Station St. Auburn (cnr Adderley St. 
West) – near the M4 Motorway. 
 
Contacts: 
Sydney@carbatec.com.au 
Phone (02) 9648 6446   Fax (02) 9648 6443 

www.carbatec.com.au  

541 Old Hawkesbury Rd Vineyard 2707 

Tel. 02 96275088 Fax 02 9627 2707 

Email hbsaws@acay.com.au  
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Shop 104 PYD Building, 197 Young St Waterloo 
2017 

Special pricing now available on Minimax Bandsaws. 
Stock just arrived, contact Gabbett Machinery P/L 

 (02) 98315044. 

HOWARD PRODUCTS FOR WOODWORKERS 

RESTOR-A-FINISH Removes marks fast 

ORANGE OIL for the best oiled finish 

FEED-N-WAX easy to apply liquid wood wax 

OTHER FAMOUS PRODUCTS INCLUDE 

ORANGE TUNG WOOD OIL tung oil that’s 

easy to use containing no dangerous chemicals 

and FIXSTIX fills cracks, doesn’t shrink. 

Help at info@howardproducts.com.au 

www.howardproducts.com.au 
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We’re on the web 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au 

 

If undelivered please return to 
PO Box 1016   
Bondi Junction  
NSW 1355 

 

POSTAGE 
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Boot Camp (back to basics) by David Hire 

Hello from the Southern Highlands.  
Some of you would be aware that I 
started the Sturt School for Wood 
full time woodworking course in 
January. 
 
I didn’t really know what to expect 
when I enrolled as I was more fo-
cussed on the end product ie a very 
competent woodworker after com-
pletion. 
 
Lest that anybody be confused 
Sturt  also runs night courses and 
this year for the first time they are 
running 3 month day time courses.  
As I write this the finishing touches 
are being put on remodelling a 
separate workshop and machine 
room for these 3 month courses.   
 
The part time night courses have 
their own workshop but currently 
use “our” machine room but that 
will probably change as the other 
machine room is physically closer.  
These courses start in March. 
 
Our workshop has 12 benches but 
this year only 8 students, 1 female 

and 7 male.  There are 3 mature 
age students and the rest younger. 
 
We have been given 24 hour access 
to the workshop and machine 
room via a security system.  Of 
course we haven’t been given carte 
blanche on all the machines.  Train-
ing is focussed on safety and we are 
currently being tested on machine 
proficiency one at a time.  Training 
includes how to maintain machines 
which we do every Friday morning. 
 
We have just completed week 4 
(we actually had our first day on 
the Australia Day public holiday).   
 
When I decided to upgrade my 
woodworking skills I considered 
part time courses, TAFE, Sturt and 
others.  I dismissed part time 
courses even though I know some 
of our more competent members 
run excellent classes as I felt it 
would take too long. 
 
TAFE got a look in but I have com-
pleted 3 by 1 year night courses in 
non woodworking areas at TAFE.  I 

felt TAFE might not let me be as 
creative as I wanted. 
 
In the first 4 weeks we have very 
much concentrated on hand skills 
to the point my old hands ached.  
Of course it would have been eas-
ier if I paid closer attention and did-
n’t fall into old bad habits!!! 
 
We have tuned up a 5 1/2 or 6 
plane, used it to flatten our work-
bench top, planed things square and 
from square to round.  All along 
the way it has been interesting 
rather than mindless repetition.   
 
Our first “production” was a 
breadboard laminated with 9 strips 
of timber or in my case only a cou-
ple extra (it’s called a design fea-
ture). 
We have also completed a very 
handsome and useful mallet and our 
current project is a set of 3 inside 
measuring sticks to check square of 
boxes, etc. 
 
So what is the rest of the course 
entails, I don’t know so let’s have 
an adventure. 


