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Next meeting:  Monday 1 February 7:00 PM for 7:30  
 

Featuring a presentation by Alan Perry on 19th and 20th century furniture 

                                        
POWERHOUSE MUSEM 

ULTIMO 
Parking available in carpark Macarthur St adjacent to the Museum 

Meeting fee $4 Visitors welcome—first visit free. 
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In this issue, we feature the work of Hugh Jones, well known for his extraordinary harps. Hugh 
has decided on stepping up to a greater degree of difficulty in THE CREATION OF TWO MEDIE-

VAL PIPE ORGANS FROM IMAGES. 
 

A project in four stages. 
 

(1)  Gathering and interpreting from pictures the basic knowledge necessary to complete the instruments. 
(2)  The design process 
(3)  The fabrication process 
(4) The exhibition of the finished instruments. 
 

Hugh’s work can be seen on his web-site http://www.harpaustralia.com 

Continued Page 6 
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The Woodworkers’ Association of NSW, Inc 
 

ABN 51 544 261 324                      Correspondence to PO Box 1016  Bondi Junction NSW 1355 
 

 
 
Chair            Paul Barton (02) 9608 8195  paullbarton@bigpond.com  
Vice Chair    Phil Greenwood ( 02)  9325 2874 pgreen-
wood@wentworthchambers.com.au  
Secretary     Alec Horley  0418446513 ahorley@ozemail.com.au 
Treasurer     Miko  Nakamura (02) 9805 1775 miko.nakamura@optusnet.com.au 
Committee members 
Peter Hunt  (02) 9369 1193  p_j_hunt@msn.com.au 
Warwick Wright (02) 9555 7960  warwick@grainwoodworks.com.au 
Frank Duff  (02) 9896 4017  fwduff@optusnet.com.au 
Peter Harris (02) 9879 3329 peterh47@ihug.com.au 
Kim Larymore (02) 9858 1578 larymore@tpg.com.au 
 
Exhibition Committee Cath Fogarty (Co-ordinator), Warwick Wright (Chair), Tracy 
Gumm,  John Gallagher.  
Membership Secretary  Peter Hunt  PO Box 1016  Bondi Junction NSW 1355   
0418 867 870 p_j_hunt@msn.com.au  
Webmaster  Paul Barton  (02) 9608 8195  paullbarton@bigpond.com  
Editor  Warwick Wright  Assistant Editor  Paul Barton   

Aims of the Woodworkers’ Association of NSW, 
incorporated 

 

To provide a forum for networking and to encourage camarade-
rie amongst all those who work in wood. 
 
To promote public awareness and appreciation of fine wood-
work. 
 
To encourage creativity, design and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers. 
 
 To represent professional woodworkers and promote sustain-
ability of fine woodwork as a career. 
 
To promote awareness of environmental issues including en-
couraging the judicious use of our precious native timber re-
sources and use of sustainably harvested, recycled and re-
claimed timbers. 

 woodworkersnsw.org.au  woodworkersnsw.org.au  woodworkersnsw.org.au  woodworkersnsw.org.au     
For contact details, discounts, members gallery and much moreFor contact details, discounts, members gallery and much moreFor contact details, discounts, members gallery and much moreFor contact details, discounts, members gallery and much more    

Membership is open to anyone interested in woodworking, both hobbyist and professional. The Asso-
ciation meets every second month; the first Monday of every even month. 

Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or the Committee 
of The Woodworkers’ Association of NSW Inc. 
 
Articles for the next newsletter should be forwarded to Warwick Wright by mid March 2010. 

Welcome to new & 

returned members. 
 
 TBA 
Membership secretary 

on vacation! 
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From the chair. 
 
Happy New Year 
I kept an eye on the newspapers 
and television news and did not 
hear of any of our members do-
ing anything newsworthy (good 
or bad) over the holiday break so 
I hope that I am safe in assuming 
that all of you made it through 
unscathed and in fact, had a good 
holiday with family and friends. 
 
As is normal at this time of year, 
the newsletter is very short as 
most people involved are still in 
holiday mode and several are 
scattered to the four corners of 
the globe. 
 

2009 in review 
 
Last year saw the passing of three 
notables of the woodworking 
fraternity in Sam Malouf, James 
Krenov and Tom Harrington. In 
keeping with the “run of threes”, 
let’s hope that 2010 brings us 
some better news. 
On the good news front, we have 
managed to secure a lengthy ten-
ure from the Canada Bay Council 
for The Shed. I am indebted to 
Phil Greenwood for his efforts in 
securing this and I hope that he 

can give the membership the finer 
details at our next meeting. 
On the other hand, it seems that 
our efforts in trying to win back 
the September time-slot for the 
Parliament House Exhibition have 
come to nought . There will be 
other opportunities. 
 

2010 
 
Although we have missed out on 
our exhibition, we still have the 
opportunity to make our pres-
ence felt at the Timber and 
Working with Wood Show. I 
would really like members to 
make an effort to put some piece 
into the Gallery competition. 
In previous years we have had 
themes of tables and then chairs. 
This year it will be items of con-
tainment. This can encompass 
cabinets, chests of drawers, blan-
ket boxes and the like. Past ex-
perience has shown that show 
patrons like to see work in pro-
gress as well as finished items, so 
don’t be afraid to contribute. Re-
member that we are the only 
group at the show that has a ma-
jor focus on fine furniture items. 
Just to encourage you a little 
more, we will be conducting a 
competition amongst members to  
make a “container” that must 

fulfill a certain size criterium. We 
will announce this at the next 
meeting 
 

Volunteers needed! 
 
As in previous years, volunteers 
are needed, both for setting up 
and dismantling our stand at the 
show and for manning our stand. 
It is not an onerous task if we 
have the people and in fact the 
experience can be very reward-
ing. Please contact me if you can 
help. 
 

Shed Day 
 
On the 28th of February we will 
be having a “Shed Day” There 
will be serious business while a 
couple of the committee conduct 
a stocktake of our assets but for 
the rest, it’s a sausage sizzle and a 
chance to fiddle around, relax, 
chat or whatever. 
 
Let’s all enjoy our woodworking 
in 2010. 
 
Paul Barton 

The Christmas Meeting 

As promised, the Christmas meeting was short 
on formalities and long on conviviality. Even the 
formal part was slightly informal with members 
throwing up problems from the floor and other 
members doing their best to give good advice. 
This is a large part of what we are all about—
learning from each other. 
As it was Christmas, the lucky door prize “gifts” 
were a little better than normal with a refur-
bished Stanley No 5 plane and two carvers mal-
lets being amongst the better prizes. 

It was decided in the weeks prior to the meeting 
that a Members’ prize also be awarded. Many of 
our members are not able to attend meetings, 
especially those who live some distance from 
Sydney. These people are then, by default, auto-
matically excluded from the general meeting 
door prizes. 
All members’ names were put “into the hat” and 
the lucky winner of the $75.00 Carbatec gift 
voucher was John Roebuck. 
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www.anglemag.com 
A revolution in precision angle joinery 
NOW available—via phone or the web 

 

Zahrina Snell Phone 0413 33 88 26 
Fax (02) 9683 6053 

 

Special offer for members 
 

 
 

FOR SALE 
  

HARE  &  FORBES  LATHE  WL 14    500 TO 
3070 RPM 

VICMARK CHUCK,  GOOD SET OF TOOLS 
ECT. 
  

HARE & FORBES   BAND SAW  BP  14 
   

HARE & FORBES  DUST EXTRACTOR  DC 3 
SIMILAR TO CURRENT  DC 40 

  
LINISHER - SANDER 150 WIDE BELT - 230 

DISC 
SIMILAR TO  H & F   L - 69A  

  
ALL ABOVE IN VERY GOOD CONDITION 

  
CONTACT KIM  9858 1578   FOR INSPEC-

TION 
OR MORE INFOMATION      

Members’ Classifieds 
 
Richard Crosland’s School 
of Fine WoodWork 
Learn with the master. 
Richard Crosland’s School 
of Fine Woodwork oper-
ates small, hands-on classes 
for students of all levels. The friendly, creative atmos-
phere fosters rapid progress and many beautiful 
pieces are the lasting result 
All tools provided and work in progress can be stored 
at the Alexandria workshop. 
Call Richard at the school 93134142 
 
“USER” BEDROCKS-Fettled Stanleys  Repairs and 
Service 
Academy HSS irons 
G15 Rust Preventative 
Trade Prices on: 
DMT Diamond Plates 
King Waterstones 
Jim Davey 4447 8822 (w) 
44478790 (ah) 
jdavey@bigpond.com 
 
Terry Gleeson 
Furniture maker and 
woodwork teacher 
1191 Old Northern Road 
Middle Dural, NSW 2158 
Phone 02 9651 1012 
Fax 02 9651 1341 
E-mail  
thechairmaker@ozemail.com.au 

For Sale 
Have something for sale? 

 
Members only 

Advertise free in this space 

Fully equipped workshop for rent 
The workshop is located in Marrickville and the rent is $250 per week. It is used for classes 

on Saturdays and Monday nights but otherwise is empty and lonely. 
Contact Tracy 9951 8039 
tracy@irminsul.com.au 
www.irminsul.com.au 



5 Jan—Feb 2010 w w w . w o o d w o r k e r s n s w . o r g . a u  

Brush the Dust Off 
   and find 
the woody below 
conducted by David Hire 
 
 
What would you do if you had a 
problem with a hand plane?   
Who would you consider asking 
for help?  I believe the most 
popular response would be Jim 
Davey!   So, let’s ask some 
questions of Jim Davey. 
 
dh  Jim, how long have you 
been a member of WWNSW? 
 
jd In August/September 
1991, I saw the WWNSW’s 
exhibition “Hands On” at the 
State Library.  I then joined 
WWNSW in December 1992. 
 
dh And you served some 
time as Chair for WWNSW, 
also? 
 
jd Yes, I joined the Commit-
tee in 1993/94 and followed 
that up with 2 years as Chair. 
 
dh How has the organisation 
changed? 
 
jd That’s hard for me to say 
because being based in Nowra, 
it’s not always convenient for 
me to attend Sydney meetings. 
 
dh You are known as a spe-
cialist on hand planes.  Why 
hand planes? Why not hand 
saws or some other tool? 
 
jd About 18 years ago, I 
went to a Sunday market and 
picked up a # 4 plane and was 
intrigued by the patent dates.  
There was a man named John 
Walter who used to write a 
newsletter about Stanley tools.  
I started with issue # 6 of his 
newsletter and got through to 

the last issue # 21.  Since then 
I’ve picked up the first 5 issues 
for a complete set.  A wealth of 
information in those newslet-
ters. 
 
Here, I have an early Stanley 
plane and there’s no frog adjust-
ment.  Other early ones had no 
lateral adjustment lever.  Then 
when lateral adjustment levers 
came in, they had a bar at the 
top initially, not the round disc 
that we see now. 
 
To start with, I wanted to maxi-
mise sharpness and later it be-
came a quest to get peak per-
formance from these old beau-
ties by fettling (tuning) them. 
 
Then about 8 or 9 years ago, I 
had a plane that I no longer 
wanted so I put it up for sale at 
an exhibition held by the Shoal-
haven Woodcraft Society and it 
sold. 
 
I progressed from the sale of 
tuned planes to the sale of wa-
terstones, diamond plates, Veri-
tas Mark II honing guides and 
sharpening supplies.  I also offer 
a tuning or fettling service for 
hand planes. 
 
dh How many hand planes 
do you have? 
jd I don’t know, but when 
anybody asks I always tell them 
40.   
 
dh Tell us about the Shoal-
haven Woodcraft Society. 
 
jd It’s the local woodwork-
ing club based in Nowra.  We 
have monthly meetings - usually 
with a guest speaker.  We also 
have Saturday workshops on 
sharpening, plane tuning, finish-
ing, box making, etc .  Some 
workshops are held at the 

Nowra Mens Shed or other 
venues. 
 
dh What about chisels and 
their sharpening?  I noticed a 
box of excellent freshly turned 
handles. 
 
jd  Well, yes, I turn chisel 
handles and have boxes of chis-
els that need cleanup and sharp-
ening.  But it takes quite some 
time to make a chisel present-
able compared to what you can 
sell it for.  It is all good fun but 
it does take time away from 
woodworking.   
 
dh  Tell us about your other 
career. 
 
jd I distribute electro-
pneumatic beds, full-time, for 
chiropractors.  
 
dh What aspect of wood-
working is your speciality?  
turning? marquetry? 
 
jd I used to make a lot of 
free form bowls. 
 
dh Do you have a favourite 
species of wood you like to use? 
 
jd Ring Gidgee and Austra-
lian Red Cedar 
 
dh  What is your favourite 
item of woodworking that you 
like to make? 
 
jd Boxes. 
  
dh What is your favourite 
finish? 
 
jd Shellac and Bees wax.  
 
dh Is there a particular era of 
furniture that you like and do 
you make pieces in that style? 
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jd No furniture era as such, 
but I enjoy making the Ameri-
can style of machinist/engineers’ 
toolbox with lots of small draw-
ers.  I am currently finishing off 
a new kitchen for my wife. 
 
dh You have an excellent 
workshop facility?  Tell us about 
it. 
 
jd Well it’s basically a 3 car 
garage.  I have a small Mini Max 
combination machine, 14 inch 
bandsaw, 2 mini lathes and 
many hand planes. 
 
dh What is your favourite 
thing about woodworking? 
 
jd I get a lot of satisfaction 
from the transition from tree to 
timber to finished article.  Some 
of the wood in the kitchen I 
have broken down with a chain-
saw, sized, machined and fin-
ished. 
 
dh Least favourite? 
 
jd Nothing really, don’t even 
mind a bit of dust. 
 
dh What has been your 
greatest success? 
 

jd Don’t know. 
 
dh Would you like to share a 
woodworking embarrassment? 
 
jd Nothing lately. 
 
dh What is your favourite 
joint? 
 
jd Dovetails, I suppose. 
 
dh Do you prefer machine 
power or are you a traditional-
ist? 
 
jd I enjoy hand tools, espe-

cially hand planes.  Finishing a 
surface with a hand plane can 
save a lot of sanding and dust. 
 
dh How can fellow wood-
workers contact you? 
 
jd My email is 
jdavey@bigpond.com and web-
site is www.jimdavey-planes-
sharpening.com.  I also run an 
ad in Australian Wood Review 
and TTGNews. 
 
Jim, thank you for your time and 
all the best for your woodwork-
ing future. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO A 
RATHER UNUSUAL PROJECT. 
 

Even though I am principally 
known as the only person in 
Australia who has created an 
orchestral harp, there is a dif-
ferent side to my work, namely, 
in early keyboard instruments. 
My professional career started 
in the field of pipe organ making 
and I still find such instruments 
not only fascinating but also a 
great challenge in craftsmanship. 

I no longer have a great deal of 
time left over from my harp-
making but every now and then 
feel the urge to do something 
different just for fun and to 
break the enormous concentra-
tion necessary for orchestral 
harps. 
 
In primitive form pipe organs 
originated 2000 years ago, how-
ever only one playable pipe or-
gan in unaltered condition has 
survived from pre 1500, a small 
instrument known as a positive 
from 1380 in Salamanca Cathe-

dral, Spain. There are however 
many illustrations of instru-
ments, so this is my starting 
point. 
 
Two of my pet schemes are the 
creation of two organs both 
from the 1400’s which only ex-
ist as artists images, using suit-
able Australian timbers into the 
bargain. 
 In this article I will explain the 
methodology this project in-
volves, how the artists images 
give sufficient clues, and hope to 
show and explain in successive 

From Page 1 
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journals of the progress made 
until the process is complete. 
 
Gathering and interpreting from 
pictures the basic knowledge 
necessary to complete the in-
struments. 
 

 One of these organs is part of 
the altarpiece “Het Lamb 
Gods” (“The Lamb of God”) in 
St Bavo’s Cathedral, Ghent, Bel-
gium, painted by the renowned 
painter Van Eyk in 1432. This 
particular panel represents an-
gel musicians in heaven, who 
incidentally all look identical. 
I believe it depicts with great 
accuracy, a real instrument not 
a heavenly one. The casework is 
clearly made from quarter cut 
European oak, (Quercus robur) as 
it is possible to see blotches 
representing the rays on the 
timber faces. The natural keys 
are made from a golden col-
oured timber, almost certainly 
European boxwood (Buxus sem-
pervirens). 

The accidentals are a dark 
brown timber which could be 
anything. 
It has one rank, (pipes of the 
same family), of pipes in two 
rows. 
The front pipes are made from 
a high tin content metal, more 
than 70%, as they have no 
blotches consistent with the 
usual 60/40 Tin Lead material 
known as spotted metal used in 
most organ pipes. If they had 
been spotted metal then the 
artist would have shown the 
spots in the same manner as he 
has shown the rays on the oak 
casework. 
 It has low relief carved roun-
dels above the keyboard, all 
different, to break up the mo-
notony of the angels all being 
the same, it also has a protrud-
ing lock down key, which 
probably activated a tremulant. 
There is also a shadowy angel 
behind the organ who would be 
pumping the bellows. 

The other image is from a tap-
estry in the “Musee de Moyen 
Age” (Museum of the middle 
ages) in Cluny, France. 
The group of tapestries which 
dates from between1486 and 
1500 depicts various things but 

particularly the senses Taste, 
Smell, Hearing, Touch and Sight, 
with the organ representing 
Hearing. It is played by a rather 
posh looking lady of an obvi-
ously rich household, with a 
young girl pumping the bellows 
at the back of the instrument 
(an onerous task). These tapes-
tries were also the subject of a 
novel “The Lady and the Uni-
corn” by Tracy Chevalier, a 
good read. A booklet of the 
tapestries “La Dame a la 
Licorne”, is also available from 
the museum. 
Being from a tapestry it is a 
much less accurate image than 
the Ghent painting, but its most 
obvious features are that it has 
one rank of pipes with keys that 
are short, with very wide acci-
dentals and being golden are 
made of boxwood, the case-
work is a light coloured timber 
with some interesting fine carv-
ing including an amusing Lion 
and a Unicorn, so is likely to be 
Holly   (Ilex aquifolium), Syca-
more (Acer pseudoplatanus) or 
Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus). I 
would consider that Linden, 
(Tilea spp) though an excellent 
carving timber and pale in col-
our, would be too soft for such 
work. 
Both organs are known as posi-
tives, i.e. they were designed to 
be free standing and played with 
two hands, in contrast to the 
“Portative” organs of the time 
which were played with one 
hand while the other pumped 
the bellows. As a result both 
are considerably larger than a 
portative instrument, and were 
in accord with the rapid escala-
tion of chordal music during the 
fifteenth century as exemplified 
by the composers Josquin de 
Prez and Johannes Ockaghem. 

Continued next issue 



8  Jan—Feb 2010  w w w . w o o d w o r k e r s n s w . o r g . a u  

One of our members, David Davenport, has decided to 
trade in the tools for paint brushes. David is an ex-architect 
who became a furniture maker in Mudgee and who has 
decided that a watercolour brush weighs a lot less than a 

slab of Red Gum. David is offering the contents of his work-
shop for sale. 
David can be contacted, if necessary, on 
davport@harboursat.com.au  

Happy retirement David Davenport 

More photos on the following page. 
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More items from David Davenport’s workshop 
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Allwood Nowra 
Ph/Fax 44233295 
Cabinet Timbers 

www.philipgould.com.au 
 
Anagote, Marrickville,  9558 8444,  
Cabinet timbers,  10% 
  
AngleMag, Oatlands,  
www.anglemag.com  0410344144, 
Zahrina Snell, Magnetic saw guide,  
10% 
  
CARBA-TEC, Auburn,   
9648 6446,  David Croaker, 
Woodworking tools & equipment,  
(varies) 
  
F & K Electrics, Stanmore,   
9519 7997, 
Power tools,  10%  (varies) 
  
Feast Watson, H/O Scoresby Vic.  
www.feastwatson.com.au 
1800 252 502, Timber finishes  
Roger Gifkins, via Kempsey,  
www.gifkins.com.au 
6567 4313,  Dovetail jig,  10% 
  
Hare & Forbes, Northmead,  
www.machineryhouse.com..au 
9890 9111,  Machinery  (varies) 
 
  

Henry Bros Saws, Vineyard,  9627 
5486, 
Saw blades, knives, cutters, (Trade 
prices) 
HNT Gordon, Alstonville, 
www.hntgordon.com.au 
6628 7222, Classic plane makers,  
10% 
  
Howard Products, Tamworth, 
www.howardproducts.com.au 
1800 672 646, Orange oil, wood care 
products  
Laminex Industries, Caringbah, 
132 136, Sheet products 
  
Liberon Enterprises, Fyshwick 
ACT,  www.liberon.com.au 
6280 9720, Eric Bray, Finishing mate-
rials,  25% 
  
Major Woodworking Equip-
ment, Padstow, 
www.majwood.com.au  
 9708 3233, Ryan, Equipment,  5%  - 
15% 
  
Mathews Timber, St Marys,  
9833 3100, Cabinet timbers 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Natural Paint Place 
02 9519 0433 
sales@thenaturalpaintplace.com.au 
www.energyandwatersolutions.com.a
u/oil/oils.htm 
www.livos.com.au 
583a King St, Newtown, Sydney 
NSW 2042 
10% discount 
  
Nover & Co., Eastern Creek, 
www.nover.com.au  9677 3200, 
Sheet products, kitchen hardware 
   
Total Tools, Wetherill Park, 
www.totaltools.com.au 
9203 1950, Hand & power tools 
  
Trend Timbers, Mulgrave 
(Windsor),  
www.trendtimbers.com.au 
4577 5277, Adrian Clark, Cabinet 
timbers,  7.5% 
  
Veneercraft, Padstow, 9533 4294, 
Frank Kletzmayr (TBA) 
Wood veneers,  10% 
  
Warringah Timbers, Dee Why, 
9981 3733, Timber supplies 
 
 

Felder NSW Pty Ltd   

Unit 2, 125 Russell Street 

Emu Plains NSW 2750    

Tel: 02 4735 1011 

Fax: 02 4735 8222 Email : 

sales@felder.net.au 

Homepage: www.felder.net.au 

Offer to Members 
CARBA-TEC (NSW) offers the following discounts 
to members, but only on production of their mem-
bership card at time of purchase: 
Machinery – 5% discount. 
Merchandise (books, project gear, hand tools, etc 
but excl. Lie-Nielsen, Woodcut) – 5% discount. 
Clock movements (excl. grandfather clock move-
ments) – 5% discount. 
Exclusions: Discounts do not apply to stock already 
on special/sale or at reduced prices. 
Variations: Conditions to this offer may change at 
manager’s discretion. 
CARBA-TEC Australia’s Largest Range of 
Tools for Wood. 
Location  113 Station St. Auburn (cnr Adderley St. 
West) – near the M4 Motorway. 
 
Contacts: 
Sydney@carbatec.com.au 
Phone (02) 9648 6446   Fax (02) 9648 6443 

www.carbatec.com.au  

541 Old Hawkesbury Rd Vineyard 2707 
Tel. 02 96275088 Fax 02 9627 2707 

Email hbsaws@acay.com.au  

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS 
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For Sale  
Blackwood and Myrtle  

various sizes  
 

John Brassell 
 

Tel 4576 1535 
Mob 0414 458 829 

 
dbr33063@bigpond.net.au 

SPECIAL TIMBERS – WOODWORKING 
TOOLS – SUPPLIES 

 
BSB 082 356 * ACCOUNT # 63547 6416 * ABN 98 001 429 

812 * ACN 001 429 812 

144 Renwick Street Marrickville, NSW 2204 
Tel (02) 9558 8444 * Fax (02) 9558 8044  

Trend Timbers is moving to 15 
Railway Rd. North on the 23rd 

April 2010 

The world’s safest table saw, with finger 
sensing technology. 
www.gabbett.com/msawstop.htm 
Ring Gabbett Machinery on 9831 5044.  
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If undelivered please return to 
PO Box 1016   

Bondi Junction  

NSW 1355 

 
POSTAGE 

PAID 

See members work in  

The Members Gallery  
www.woodworkersnsw.org.

au 

 

Not all members with web 

sites are included in the 

Members Gallery.  If you 

would like to be included 

please advise Paul Barton  

paullbarton@bigpond.com  
 

Timber Merchants & Sawmillers 

Distinctive Timbers 
are what Tasmania is world renowned for! 
We mill, dry & stock select grade furniture 

timber & building materials 

Distinctive Timbers International 
87 Drake St 

Devonport  Tas    7310 
 

Phones    03 6424 8202      Mobile    0407 111 903 
Fax         03 6424 8202 

www.distinctivetimbers.com.au/ 


