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New look newsletter 
- what do you think?

In the absence of a 
regular editor, the 
Committee is trying a few 
di!erent approaches and 
would appreciate your 
feedback.

Anyone who is even 
mildly interested in being 
involved in putting the 
newsletter together is 
encouraged to contact a 
Committee member.

- stand-in Editor

The Hannah Cabinet has been 
the subject of a number of 
television, radio and many news 
articles, as well as in this 
Newsletter, but the personal 
commitment and craftsmanship 
of Geo! Hannah really does 
deserve special recognition.  

The Cabinet was unveiled by the 
Governor on NSW, Professor 
Marie Bashir AC at a ceremony 
in the Fountain Court of the 

NSW Parliament House on 9 July 
2010.   It will remain on display 
there until 30 July 2010 with 
Geo! giving private “tours”.  

And then what?  Come and join 
us for a casual dinner with Geo!
Hannah on 29 July 2010 at 
Martha’s restaurant at Castlecrag 
and find out what is next on the 
drawing board.  Just call 9235 2874 
or send an email to 
phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au

The Hannah Cabinet
an extraordinary piece of work by one of our members

NEWSLETTER

NEXT MEETING

Monday 2 August 2010

7 for 7.30

Powerhouse Museum

Guest speaker:  
Simon Sadubin on the 

art and tradition of 
Australian wooden 

boatbuilding

ALL WELCOME

Great refreshments

Guests free

JOINING THE WWA

Membership is open to everyone interested in woodworking, from 
hobbyists to professionals.  The Association meets on the first Mon-
day of every even month.  Guest speakers provide fascinating ac-
counts of their wood experiences and members share thoughts, ideas 
and suggestions.  Refreshments are provided.  Please encourage your 
friends and associates to attend.  Members also meet for workshops 
and bbqs regularly at the WWA workshop at Abbotsford.  Our 
postal address is PO Box 1016, Bondi Junction  NSW 1355
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Many thanks to all of our 
members who helped at the 
Timber Show.  This Association 
is full of people who are happy 
to lend a hand when asked for 
assistance.  And we all have fun 
in the process.  It seems like a 
good recipe. 

A full report on the Show 
appears in the newsletter.  
Suggestions are always 
welcomed on how we might 
improve our presence and 
impact at next year’s show.

 July and August are full of 
Association activities.  There is 
the visit to the workshop and 
into the mind of Hugh Jones, 
harpmaker extraordinaire, on 
Sunday, 25 July.  A wonderful 
opportunity to see how Hugh 
extracts wonderful sounds from 
di!erent timbers.

Then there is a casual dinner 
with master cabinet-maker 
Geoff Hannah on Thursday, 29 
July to celebrate the display of 
his cabinet in Parliament House.  
All members and partners are 
welcome.

Simon Sadubin, master 
boatbuilder, is our guest speaker 
at our next meeting on Monday,
2 August.  He will be giving a 
fascinating presentation on the 
art and tradition of Australian 
wooden boatbuilding.  And the 
For Sale table will be there for 
those looking to buy or sell some 
gear. 

On Sunday 15 August there will 
be a Shed workshop day.  
More details will follow.

And  to finish August, there is 
the opening night of the Kauri 
Project exhibition on Friday, 20 
August.  The exhibition runs 
from Saturday 21 August to 
Sunday, 29 August and is not 

to be missed.  This is a 
wonderful project that Leon 
Sadubin has orchestrated and 
will showcase the work of many 
of our most skilful members.  
More details are on page 11 and 
at www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/
friends.

Please come along to these 
events and bring a friend or two.    

We should be encouraging more 
friends and colleagues to join 
the Association and get involved 
in the world of wood.  We all 
benefit from meeting new 
people, hearing new ideas and 
learning from each other.

On a related note, it is worth 
remembering that wherever you 
are in Australia, or the world for 
that matter, you are not far from 
other passionate woodworkers 
who are happy to share their 
knowledge and skills.  The love 
of woodworking seems to be a 
common language that unites 
people from all di!erent 
backgrounds.  Saying you are a 
woodworker is a bit like being in 
France (or many other countries)
and saying you are Australian -
suddenly people are friendly and 
keen to help out.

Our workshop at Abbotsford 
continues to be a source of 
activity and is full of potential. 
The Hornsby Mens’ Shed has 
kindly donated a workbench and 
other o!ers of equipment will 
be gratefully received.  A series 
of workshops for members are 
being planned for the balance of 
the year.   Thank you to all those 
people who have o!ered 
suggestions.

In the meantime, may the grain 
be with you on your current 
wood project.        

Phil Greenwood             

FROM THE CHAIR

WWA Committee 

Chair: Phil Greenwood

( 02) 9235 2874 
phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au

Secretary: Gordon Joseph 

(02) 9488 9191 
gwjoseph@bigpond.net.au

Treasurer: Miko Nakamura
(02) 9805 1775 
treasurer@woodworkersnsw.org.
au

Membership secretary: 
Peter Hunt

(02) 9369 1193 
p_j_hunt@msn.com.au

Frank Duff

(02) 9896 4017 
fwdu!@optusnet.com.au

Peter Harris 

(02) 9879 3329 
peterh47@ihug.com.au

Kim Larymore

(02) 9858 1578 
klarymore@optusnet.com.au

Peter Dunn 

(02) 9896 4017 
bentneck@iprimus.com.au

If you would like to join the
Committee, or would like to be more
involved in the work of the
Association, please ca# Gordon
Joseph and let him know.  The more
the merrier ...
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Peter Crutchfield, the founder 
of Wildwood Designs was our 
guest speaker at the last meeting.  

Frank Duff reports ...

Peter is an enthusiastic and emi-
nently practical woodworker.  He 
described the growth of his busi-
ness from the old Tempe prem-
ises where they used old fence 
palings to make furniture.  It was 
extremely popular because it was 
di!erent and recycling was fa-
voured.  But it was hard going 
involving the removal of hun-
dreds of nails every day.% 

These days, new timber is half 
the price and kiln-dried.%But it 
must be really "dry" otherwise 
cracking will be a problem espe-
cially with the variability in hu-
midity throughout Australia with 
about Sydney 12 %; Brisbane 14-
17%; Melbourne 10%; and Ade-
laide 8%.  Peter no longer buys 
timber from Queensland because 
of the humidity di!erences.
%

A limited range of timbers is 
used:% Spotted Gum (needs to be 
glued within 1/2 hr), Murray River 
Red Gum, Jarrah  and Blackbutt 
from Bulahdelah.  Quality is es-
sential, avoiding timbers with 
possible beetle or pinhole prob-
lems.
%

Typically, to avoid shrinkage 
problems due to humidity 
changes, furniture "tops" are 
clipped rather than fixed to the 
frame.% Purbond Urethane is a 
preferred finish.
%

At the Marrickville workshop, a 
semi-trailer load of timber is 
colour-matched, grain-matched, 
glued-up (racked & clamped) 
within two hours.   A 1350 planer 

- drum (fine) sander can take a 
tabletop 2m x 1m.% 

Wildwood has six cabinet makers 
and a ratio of 1:1 tradesmen: 
apprentices.%Some sta! under-
take TAFE training in cabinet 
making or french polishing. 

Ideas and development result 
from watching market trends and 
customer requests - sometimes 
they make one to customer order 
plus a couple extra and see how 
popular they are.% Wildwood do 
not make chairs because for less 
than $60 they can get imported 
chairs of (Siberian) "Tasmanian 
Oak".% 
%

For veneered board, Peter uses 
Yates Wood Products, 12 Lan-
caster Street, Ingleburn, phone 
9618 3499.  Boards are made to 
order from MDF, HMR, ply 
with veneer along or across the 
sheet. See 
www.yateswood.com.au.
%

Peter described a typical carcase 
construction, e.g. a TV unit, in 
MDF (for stability) with lip ve-
neer and a 17 x 17 strip, 
"wrapped" in 38 mm Red Gum, 
the internals being sprayed to 
match the colour.% Pine drawers 
are dovetail jointed (a cheap 
$100 blue machine has lasted a 
few years in regular use - 20 to 30 
drawers per week!)
%

Wildwood sold their jointer 
years ago - they never plane they 
use a cheap biscuit jointer.  They 
have a mortice machine, and cut 
tenons on a bandsaw.  A lifetime 
warranty is given.  In 20 years, 
they have never had a problem 
with returns.
%

Drawer runners are sourced from 

AT OUR LAST MEETING … 

Peter Crutchfield and Juliet 
Barr of Wildwood Designs

Furnware,%18 Burns Road, Heath-
cote,%Ph: 9548 4888. See 
www.furnware.net.au%%%

Customers are increasing wanting 
ball-bearing operation of drawers, 
full extension and silent closing.

Peter finds that interesting surface 
features sell furniture - not select 
but heavy feature grade boards.% 
Holes are filled with builders' bog 
& black oxide - or rough opal - 
(ground and kept below the surface 
under clear epoxy - opal is tough to 
sand!)

40% of sales are custom orders.

Peter has two showrooms with a 
third opening shortly.

GLADESVILLE SHOWROOM 
334 Victoria Road Gladesville 
Phone: 9817 6999 

STANMORE SHOWROOM
78 Parramatta Road, Stanmore
Phone: 9557 7770
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This year Kim Larymore bore the brunt of 
organising people to help at the Show.  This is 
always a di(cult task when everyone has many 
other commitments to fulfil.  But he did so with 
his usual patience, courtesy and good humour.  
Thanks Kim.

Our rotunda stand was quickly erected on 
Wednesday and everything comfortably in place 
for the start of the Show on Friday.  Numbers 
fluctuated during the Show but there was good 
interest in the displays and the workshops that 
were conducted by members on a range of skills.

Whenever we list the people who helped 
someone always gets left out, but here goes (in no 
particular order and with apologies in advance) - 
Phil Lake, Peter Dunn, David Eden, Terry 
Gleeson, Tom Paley, Richard Crosland, 
Gordon Joseph, Peter Hunt, Con Downey, 
John Brassell, Gary Roberts, John Evans, 
Alec Horley, Sandy Elliot, Merv Walter, 
Alan Perry, Peter Crutchfield, Ian Stewart, 
Peter Lang, Alex Springall, Frank Bosci, 
Peter Harris, Frank Duff.

Next year we would like to have more samples of 
members’ work in the rotunda.  Finished and 
unfinished items that show the joy of working 
with wood are wanted.  Instead of having a 
“theme” of tables, chairs or cabinets, we are going 
to have a range of works that reflects the diversity 
of the work undertaken by  members of the 
Association.

We are also planning more benches and work 
activity next year so passers-by are inclined to 
come and chat and share the passion.  The Show 
provides us with an unparalleled opportunity to 
tell the public what we do and to encourage them 
to join our Association.  There are even some 
who would like to see the re-emergence of the 
Ra)e!   If you would like to be involved, please 
tell Peter Harris.

"

THE TIMBER AND WORKING WITH WOOD SHOW

Richard Crosland explains

Terry Gleeson demonstrates

Tom Paley waxes lyrical
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The T&WWWS Competition 
has become a regular place for 
woodworkers of all levels to show 
their work. 

Congratulations to Artie Szabo, 
Peter Hayes and Frank Bosci 
- members who enjoyed consid-
erable success at the Show Com-
petition.

Phil Lake reports…

Folks indulge me for a 
moment; allow me to put 
myself in the frame!

My passion is creating 
with wood and I derive a 
deep sense of enjoyment 
from observing the crea-
tivity, ingenuity and skill 
of others working in the 
medium.  

I see the Competition as 
a forum for creativity - a 
celebration of one’s 
achievements. 

There were 80 entries in 
total this year. 

The Competition was 
divided into categories ex-
pressly identifying the vari-
ous skill paths in working 
with wood.  This year there 
was an added prize of “Best 
in Show”.

Categories included “Open Nov-
ice” - an entrant not ever winning 
a prize in woodworking open 
competition other than an “In 
Club” event.

An entry could only be entered 
in one category but an entrant 
could enter up to three pieces in 
total in one or di!erent catego-
ries.

The most popular categories 
were Woodturning then followed 
by Furniture and Box Making 
and Carving and Sculpture. 

This year Marine Woodworking 
had 6 entries, ranging from boats 
on trailers to a babies crib. In all 
the standard of work was excel-
lent with much intriguing detail.

Artie Szabo had three entries 
which were displayed as an of-
fice setting ensemble.  He won 
1st prize for Furniture and Box 
Making as well as  Best in Show.

Artie attended throughout the 
show and made a sale of the en-
semble during the show, as well 
as receiving an order for a dining 
room suite; congratulations 
Artie! 

Peter Hayes had three entries - 

a free form carved bowl, a hall 
table and a mirror.  He was 
awarded 2nd prize General 
Woodworking, and 4th prize for 
Carving & Sculpture.

Frank Bosci entered a card ta-
ble for which he won 2nd prize 
Open Novice and 4th prize Furni-
ture & Box Making).

Other members who 
showed their work in-
cluded Liz Buckley with 
a bench seat and  Matt 
Dwhit with a turned 
platter.

The Les Miller Young 
Achiever award, spon-
sored by our Association, 
was won by James 
Stokes who built a mar-
vellous hall table with 
dovetailed drawers (pic-
tured below).

A very pleasing aspect of 
this year’s Competition 
was the involvement of 
the Institute of Industrial 
Arts in Education, a body 
for professional teachers, 
that organizes the schools’ 

THE SHOW COMPETITION

Artie Szabo, winner of Best in 
Show
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display of work drawn from HSC 
submissions.  

Six individuals entered their pro-
jects in the Competition. Each of 
these entries was entered in Fur-
niture& Box Making, Open Nov-
ice and Young achiever HSC.

The skill and dedication dis-
played, together with the quality 
of work, is testament to the abili-
ties of the students and the dedi-
cation of their mentors. 

The talent is very evident there 
in our youth. Let us hope that at 
some time in the future their en-
counter with the Competition 
will arouse their creative abilities 
and further enrich their lives. 

Our member, Matt Dwhit, an 
Industrial Arts teacher, encour-
aged one of his students to sub-
mit his project from year 11 in 
the category Young Achiever Pre 
HSC. 

The entry was a bed side table 
which was worthy of notice and 
accordingly he received the prize. 

We look forward to some of 
these young craftsmen and 
women joining us as members in 
the future.  

Please think about participating 
in next year’s Competition.

Peter Hayes  Frank Bosci 

Liz Buckley’s bench seat

F O R E S T S  N S W  I S  A  P U B L I C  T R A D I N G  E N T E R P R I S E  W I T H I N  I N D U S T R Y  A N D  I N V E S T M E N T  N S W

Are you an amateur photographer who loves forestry and timber? 

Then we would love you to enter our photography competition.

Get inspired by the theme ‘State forests – part of your everyday’ and capture an 

image of what forests mean to you, whether it is your favourite State forest location, 

much-loved tree or special timber product.

Visit www.industry.nsw.gov.au/forests for  

more information on how to enter and submit  

your photograph. 

Winners announced at the Cumberland  

Forest Fair, Sydney, on 10 October 2010.
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DAVID HIRE CHATS WITH PHIL GOULD

He#o, once again.  Our guest this month is involved 
in wood-working two ways.  Not only is he a we# 
known furniture designer/maker, but he also has a 
retail business se#ing, natura#y enough, wood.  I am 
talking about Mr Philip Gould.   Welcome Phil.

dh* Phil, you graduated from Sturt in what year?

pg* 2003

dh * Did you have a career in some other area 
prior to Sturt?

pg* I was a third generation licensed plumber.*

dh* When you finished Sturt did you set up 
shop immediately?

pg* No.  I worked for David Herring for 2 years 
and did my own designs on a part time basis.

dh* Was it beneficial?

pg* Very much so.  It was a great way to get in-
dustry knowledge and experience.

dh* And AllWood Timbers.  I believe there is a 
story behind how that came to be.  Tell us.

pg* It was started out in 1991 by Robert Wallace.  
In 2006 I saw an opportunity to combine timber 
sales with furniture making.  It has been very suc-
cessful.

dh* Now what timbers do you carry at Allwood?  
Is there a specialty?

pg* The name is Allwood.  So, we usually have 
most cabinet timbers in stock, if not, we know 
where to get it.

dh* What about delivery?

pg* We ship with couriers or Australia Post or 
personal delivery.  Australia Post will ship up to 20 
kg, up to 1 metre long at very good rates.

dh* What aspect of woodworking is your speci-
ality?  turning? marquetry?

pg* Batch production and repetitive work.

dh* Do you have a favourite species of wood you 
like to use?

pg* Blackwood.

dh * What is your favourite item of woodworking 
that you like to make?

pg* I like cabinet work. Tallboys made in a tradi-
tional way are nice.

dh* What is your favourite finish?

pg* Acid Catalysed Lacquer.  An oil finish looks 
fantastic but there can be problems in application 
and longevity.  I also feel lacquer gives a longer 
lasting finish on dining tables which I have made a 
few of recently.

dh* Is there a particular era of furniture that you 
like and do you make pieces in that style?

pg* I like the workmanship in Arts and Crafts 
and Shaker which has influenced my designs.

dh* Tell us about your workshop facilities?  

pg* Extensive.  (Yes, very -dh)

dh * I notice you have a wide belt sander.  Do 
you o!er a cut or sanded to size service?

pg* Yes, on a do and charge basis.

dh* What is likely to be the next power tool you 
obtain?

pg* Yes I need to retire my old jigsaw.  A very 
good jigsaw.

dh* And the next hand tool?

pg* A new Engineers square.

dh* What is your favourite thing about wood-
working?

pg* The result and also dressing up a beautiful 
board which shows only promise in its roughsawn 
state.

BRUSH THE DUST OFF AND FIND THE WOODY BELOW….
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dh Least favourite?

jg Finishing, a great finish 
throughout.

dh What has been your great-
est success? pg Still making a ca-
reer out of woodworking.

dh Would you like to share a 
woodworking embarrassment?

pg My second woodworking 
tool was a router table.  I was un-
sure of the direction of rotation 

and I fed the timber the wrong 
way.  It grabbed the timber and 
threw it against the garage door 
with an all mighty thud.  That was 
around 2001. I think I have learnt 
from it.

dh Now your TV show, Milton 
Woodshop.  What was that like 
to make?

pg Very hard and taxing.

dh I understand negotiations 
are under way for a second series.  
Tell us about it.

pg It was looking very promis-
ing though it has been “shelved” 
at the moment.

dh What is your favourite 
joint?

pg Stub mortice and tenon on 
a breadboard end. It works and 
still allows for wood movement if 
done correctly.

dh Do you prefer machine 
power or are you a traditionalist?

pg Both, but nothing is better 
than giving a piece of timber a 
lick with a hand plane.

dh How can fellow woodwork-
ers contact you?

pg My e-mail is 
wood@philipgould.com.au or the 
shop number is 02 4423 3295.

dh What would you like to tell 
your fellow woodworkers?

pg Murphy’s law.....The best 
boards are usually at the bottom 
of the pack!!!!

Phil, thank you for your time and a#
the best for your woodworking future.

Aims of the 

Woodworkers’ 

Association of NSW

We have 5 aims:

1.  To provide a forum for 
networking and to encour-
age camaraderie amongst all 
those who work in wood.

2.  To promote public 
awareness and appreciation 
of fine woodwork.

3.  To encourage creativity, 
design and development of 
skills and application by all 
woodworkers.

4.  To represent profes-
sional woodworkers and 
promote sustainability of 
fine woodwork as a career.

5.  To promote awareness of 
environmental issues in-
cluding encouraging the ju-
dicious use of our precious 
native timber resources and 
use of sustainably har-
vested, recycled and re-
claimed timbers.

Please join us at our next 
meeting.

If you would like to join the
Committee, or would like to be
more involved in the work of the
Association, please ca# Gordon
Joseph and let him know.  The
more the merrier ...
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Blackwood (various sizes)

John Brassell 4576 1535 or 0414 458 829

Kapasia Timber (similar to New Guinea Rose-
wood)
Sawn to 40 mm thick, widths to 300 mm, 
lengths to 4500 mm
Contact: David Hire
0412 969 596 or (02) 4422 7616 
dhire@zip.com.au

Hare & Forbes Lathe WL 14
500-3070 rpm
Vicmark chuck and good set of tools

Hare & Forbes Band Saw BP 14
All in very good condition
Contact Kim on 9858 1578 for inspection or 
more information.
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MEMBERS’ ADVERTISEMENTS

A very warm welcome is extended 
to our newest members …

Jo Healy-North (#353) and
Peter Crutchfield (#354)
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Please note:  Trend has moved and is now 

at 15 Railway Rd North, Mulgrave.  

See invitation on next page...
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KAURI PROJECT 

EXHIBITION
21 – 29 August 2010, 10 am to 4 

pm daily
Lion Gate Lodge, Royal Botanic 

Gardens
Entry is free

The timber from the milled tree was distributed to 
a diversity of designers, woodworkers and artists 
who have transformed it into special pieces in 
commemoration of an Agathis moorei which had 
to be felled well before its natural lifespan.

Objects ranging from musical instruments, furni-
ture, carving, turned bowls and boxes, woodcut 
prints, theatrical sets and sculpture to a small 
boat will be for sale at the Kauri Project Exhibi-
tion. 

Opening night is Friday 20 August, 6 pm to 
8 pm.  Cost $35, includes refreshments.  
Bookings essential.  Call 9231 8182
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DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS

These people generously provide discounts to 
members of the Woodworkers Association of 
NSW.  Please support them in return:

Timber

Allwood Cabinet Timbers
Nowra, 44233295
www.philipgould.com.au

Anagote Cabinet Timbers
Marrickville, 9558 8444, 
10%

Mathews Timber Cabinet Timbers
St Marys, 9833 3100

Warringah Timbers, 
Dee Why, 9981 3733, 

Trend Timbers, Cabinet Timbers
Mulgrave (Windsor), 4577 5277
7.5%
www.trendtimbers.com.au,  

Veneercraft
Padstow, 9533 4294, 
Wood veneers, 10%

Tools & equipment

AngleMag, Magnetic saw guide
www.anglemag.com 0410344144
Zahrina Snell, 10%

CARBA-TEC Tools and Equipment
David Croaker
Auburn, 9648 6446, 

F & K Electrics Power tools
Stanmore, 9519 7997,  10% (varies)

Roger Gi&in’s Dovetail jig, 10%
www.gi&ins.com.au 6567 4313

Total Tools Hand & power tools
Wetherill Park
www.totaltools.com.au 9203 1950

Hare & Forbes machinery
Northmead, 9890 9111
www.machineryhouse.com.au

Henry Bros Saws
Vineyard, 9627 5486
Saw blades, knives, cutters, (Trade prices)

HNT Gordon, Alstonville, 
www.hntgordon.com.au 6628 7222, 
Classic plane makers, 10%

Major Woodworking Equipment
Padstow, 9708 3233
www.majwood.com.au,Ryan, 5% - 15%

Finishes

Feast Watson, H/O Scoresby Vic. 
www.feastwatson.com.au 1800 252 502, 

Howard Products, Tamworth, 
www.howardproducts.com.au 1800 672 646, 
Orange oil, wood care products

Liberon Enterprises
Fyshwick ACT
www.liberon.com.au 6280 9720, 
Eric Bray, Finishing materials, 25%

The Natural Paint Place
King St, Newtown, 02 9519 0433 
www.energyandwatersolutions.com.au

Other
Laminex Industries
Caringbah, 132 136, Sheet products

Nover & Co
Eastern Creek, www.nover.com.au 9677 3200, 
Sheet products, kitchen hardware
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All members are invited to show 
their work in the Members’ Gallery 

on our website at 
www.woodworkersnsw.org.au.

If you would like photographs of 
your work to be included in the 

Gallery, please call 
Gordon Joseph on 9488 9191 .

If undelivered please return to

PO Box 1016 

Bondi Junction NSW 1355

Calendar

25 July 2010

Visit to workshop of Hugh Jones 

29 July 2010

Dinner for Geoff Hannah

2 August 2010

General meeting:  Guest speaker Simon Sadubin on 
the art tradition of Australian wooden boatbuilding

15 August 2010

Shed workshop

20-29 August

Kauri Project exhibition

8 October 2010

General meeting:  Powerhouse Museum 

Show your work
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