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 7 for 7.30pm, Monday 29 September 2014  
Abbotsford workshop, Western end of Spring Street, Abbotsford 

 
Peter Harris on coopering and Gary Roberts on kerf bending.  

Steve Townsend will present a method of calculation that results  
in precise kerf bending.
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Next association member meeting

Wall cabinets and Tuscany 
cabinet Barocchetto Lombardo 
style, by Benedetto Parolini

The wall cabinets’ carcass 
is pine, externally finished 
Papua New Guinea rosewood 
with European maple inlays, 
with a shellac finish. 

The freestanding Tuscany cabi-
net is solid Italian walnut, solid 
timber, Italian design made by 
hand. It is a jewellery box but 
can also be used for cosmetics.

Continues next page

Exhibition a huge success

We were delighted to hear that 
the number of visitors exceeded 
the average of those visiting the 
gallery by 100 per cent. 

We achieved around double 
the normal number for art ex-
hibitions. One hundred people 
turned up for opening night and 
over 600 visited the exhibition in 
total.

Approximately half the pieces 
were from professional wood-
workers and half from those not 
earning a living through wood-
work. There was also a 50/50 mix 
between large and small pieces, 
with the amateurs dominating 

the small pieces. I was person-
ally very pleased at how well it all 
went and how professional the 
whole event looked. 

Of course, a huge amount of 
work went into producing such 
an event and many thanks go to 

the organising committee and 
particularly to Miko Nakamura, 
who worked tirelessly for many 
months to achieve the high  
standard. And Phil Lake and Peter 
Dunn constructed the display 
tables, which greatly added to our 
presentation. 

The committee has already 
made a decision to repeat our 
exhibition next year. 

Brian Dawson reporting: Our exhibition at Lane Cove Gallery 
was rated a great success by just about everyone. All the ex-
hibitors were pleased with the venue, layout and presentation. 
Additionally, those visitors to whom I spoke also added their 
positive responses.
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Exhibition success

Association Chair, Brian Dawson

Association committee
Chair: Brian Dawson 

• 0418 212 496 
• brian@valuesystems.com.au

Vice Chair: Phil Lake 
• 0403 114 712  

• philwoodie@gmail.com 

Secretary: Steve Townsend 
• 0411 477 075 

• secretary@woodworkersnsw.org.au
(Steve is also Public Officer)

Treasurer: Miko Nakamura 
• 02 9805 1775 

• treasurer@woodworkersnsw.org.au

General committee members 
John Connors 

• 02 9818 4728 • 0423 989 963 

• connorsjohn@icloud.com

Frank Duff 

• 02 9896 4017 • 0403 821 389 

• fwduff@optusnet.com.au  

Peter Dunn 

• 02 4344 7806 • 0410 411 951

• bentneck@bigpond.com

Peter Harris 

• 02 9879 3329 • 0419 164 098 

• peterh47@ihug.com.au

Phil Nanlohy 

• 02 9560 7250 • 0416 022 252 

• p.nanlohy@uws.edu.au

Assisting the committee 
Membership Secretary: Gordon Joseph 

• 0409 488 919 
• membership@woodworkersnsw.org.au

Newsletter/Website: Jo Healy-North 
• 0417 667 367 • jhn@bigpond.com

If you’d like to join or assist the 
committee or be more involved in 
the association, call a committee 

member!

Life members 
Richard Crosland, Phil Lake, Kim Lary-

more, Leon Sadubin, Richard Vaughan, 
Alan Wale

We will endeavour to have even 
greater success by improving our 
marketing and increasing opening 
hours.

In other association news: At 
our presentation a month or two 
ago with Canada Bay Council, we 
were asked how much we did for 
the local community. 

We were able to say that we 
had a successful open day at the 
workshop for the Council’s Se-
nior’s Week, which resulted in  
a couple of new members. 

We would like to do more, so 
have arranged to build a raised 
timber garden bed for a local 
school. Steve and I recently pur-
chased a load of turpentine and 
soon will construct the bed. 

At our last general meeting on 4 
August numbers surpassed expec-

tations and it was standing room 
only at the back. Darren Oates 
gave an excellent talk (see report 
page 5). 

Darren is an expert at bending 
and laminating and has made his 
fine tables featuring barabolic 
curved sections his signature 
piece. 

He sold his 50th table at our 
exhibition. 

We have been having good 
attendances at the workshop on 
Sundays and it is gratifying to see 
some of our efforts taking shape. 

Our dust extraction system is 
being installed and we now have 
a design and the material to finish 
the installation. 

We need some volunteers to 
assist with the work. Let Peter 
Harris or me know if you can help.

Brian Dawson

Good evening all, good to see 
such a large turnout, and wel-
come to our exhibition.

The NSW Woodworkers Associa-
tion has been in existence for 36 
years, being established in 1978 
by three talented woodworkers: 
Alan Wale (who founded the Sturt 
School for Wood in Mittagong), 
Les Miller (who became well 
known in the broader community 
as a broadcaster and wood devo-
tee) and Leon Sadubin, who is 
with us right now and has a piece 
in our exhibition. 

The Association has survived 
with many ups and downs and is 

now a vigorous and active group. 
One main difference between 
then and now is that currently ap-
proximately half our membership 
professional and half amateur. 
We have a  wide range of skills. 
This is reflected in the works you 
see here. 

We have a well-equipped 
workshop at Abbotsford, which 
is open every Sunday and every 
second [and fourth] Wednesday. 
You are welcome to come and 
have a look. We are always look-
ing for new members. One of the 
great things about working with 

The Chair’s address at the exhibition opening
For the members who were not able to attend the exhibition opening, 
our chair addressed those present with the following well chosen and 
heartfelt welcome.

Continues page 4

Continued from page 1
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Above, from left to right: 
(1) London Eye by Richard Crosland. 
(2) Drinks cabinet Tree house by Artie Szabo, in 
Tasmanian Blackwood and Jarrah.
(3) Harp by Hugh Jones.
(4) Octagonal Table with drawers by Brian  
Dawson, in Rosewood with Indian marble inlay.

Below, from left to right:  
(1) Tusk - Motion in Wood by Peter Stibilj, in 
NSW and QLD Blackwood. 
(2) Floor lamp and shade by Warwick Wright, in 
Silver Ash. 
(3) Side table by Warwick Wright, in Jarrah and 
River Red Gum. 
(4) Bar stools by Warwick Wright, in Jarrah and 
Flooded Gum.
(5) Display Center by Artie Szabo, in figured  
Tasmanian Blackwood.
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STURT SCHOOL FOR WOOD
SHORT & EXTENDED WOODWORKING COURSES 2014

STURT CRAFT CENTRE | Range Road, PO Box 34 Mittagong NSW 2575
P: 02 4860 2083 | F: 02 4860 2081 | E: courses@sturt.nsw.edu.au

www.sturt.nsw.edu.au

Wall shelf unit with Neil Erasmus
Saturday 29 - Sunday 30 March (2 days)
Level: Intermediate – Cost: $300 + materials

Make a dovetail saw with Paul Nicholson
Tuesday 22 - Monday 28 April (5 days)
Level: All – Cost $650 + $50 materials (this course is full – waiting list only)

Tuning & sharpening with Daryl Ingate
Saturday 24 - Sunday 25 May (2 days)
Level: All – Cost: $300 + materials

STURT WINTER SCHOOL
Monday 30 June - Friday 4 July (5 days)
• Marquetry with Katalin Sallay – Level: All – Cost: $610 + $60 materials
• Steam bending with Phoebe Everill – Level: Beg-Int – Cost: $610 + $110 materials
Details and online registration available from www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/education/winter-school

Introduction to woodwork – 1-day easy start course for an absolute beginner
Thursday 7 August, 11am-4pm
Level: Beginner – Cost: $58 including materials

Small arts & crafts style table with Kevin Rodel (USA)
Saturday 9 - Sunday 10 August (2 days)
Level: Intermediate – Cost: $300 + materials

Designing, prototyping and completing a project with Kevin Rodel (USA)
14 July - 19 September (10 weeks)
Level: Advanced – Cost: $5,000 + materials (very limited places available)

Design & make a dining chair and design a dining table with David Upfi ll-Brown
29 September - 14 November (7 weeks)
Level: Advanced – Cost: $4,000 + materials (this course is full – waiting list only)

Project Planning 2 with Daryl Ingate
Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 October (2 days)
Level: All – Cost: $300 + $25 materials

Details on each course and 
enrolment form available 
from Sturt website under

Education – Short Courses

Woodwork – project planning 2 with Daryl Ingate  
Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 October, 9.30am-4.30pm  
Level:  all  $300 + $25 materials
Bring your furniture making ideas to reality by learning how to plan, draw and 
“manage” the project. Includes sketching and model making, some theory on 
the principles of design, producing full scale drawings, cutting lists and calculating 
materials.

Graduating students’ exhibition for 2014 22 November - 7 December 

One year intensive woodwork (Certificate IV) enrolling now for 2015.

Summer School January 5 – 10,  2015
Wood: carving an organic form with Grant Vaughan  
Level:  all Cost: $730 + $60 materials
Create a piece from the initial concept through to the final product.  Explore freehand 
and technical drawing, model making, the use of templates, timber preparation and 
bandsawing, the use of hand and power tools, sanding and finishing.    

Wood: contemporary bedside table with Ian Factor   
Level:  all Cost: $730 + $225 materials
Make a plywood bedside table veneered with spotted gum with a solid timber 
frame. Learn to join and assemble the cabinet, setting out and fixing the shelves, 
jointing and gluing up a timber frame and finishingt your table.  

Turning wood with Richard Raffan     
Level:  intermed-adv     Cost: $730 + $70 materials + pay tutor for extras if used
Increase your skills through a wide range of projects designed to develop and refine 
specific techniques.  Each project is tailored to your skill level before being extended.  
Bring your own lathe or rent from tutor by arrangement.

Enrolment forms available on our website: www.sturt.nsw.edu.au

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 3282 Wareemba NSW 2046 

wood and creating fine things is 
its contrast with the “flat-pack” 
mentality, with the Ikea solution 
to our furnishings and surrounds. 
We deeply believe in the personal, 
creative touch, which gives our 
work an individual and unique 
presence. We exist to further that 
fine craftsmanship.

We are very grateful to the Lane 
Cove Gallery to give us the oppor-
tunity to display our work. There 

are few opportunities to do so and 
we aim to repeat the exhibition 
next year.

On a personal note, I would like 
to talk about a couple of things 
I feel about working with wood. 
The first is that overused word, 
“passionate”. Everybody nowa-
days seems to feel “passionate” 
about just about everything, using 
the term loosely to describe a 
working relationship. The dic-
tionary describes it variously as 
“intense”, “ardent”, “heartfelt”, 

“strong feeling”. All of these are 
accurate in my case and I’m sure 
I speak for all of the makers here 
in saying they too are passionate 
about their work. 

The other aspect I would like to 
mention is the concept of “flow”. 
This is the central theme of a 
world class psychologist/ philoso-
pher by the name of Csikszentmi-
halyi.

He perused the theme of “What 
makes life worth living” and 
created the expression “flow”, 
to describe a heightened focus 
and immersion in an activity. He 
described it thus, “You know what 
you need to do and it is possible 
to do, even though difficult, and 
the sense of time disappears. 
You forget yourself; you feel part 
of something much larger”. It is 
experienced by many activities 
including artists, musicians, sur-
geons, writers, tradesmen and it 
is an uplifting experience. 

Both of these experiences, 
Passion and Flow, are embodied 
in the works you see before you. 
As you look and feel the pieces 
before you, reflect on the dedica-
tion, the flow and the passion 
that went into each piece. 

I would like to thank those hard 
workers who put this show on the 
road, Phil Lake, the two Peters, 
Harris and Dunn and, mostly, our 
chief coordinator, Miko Nakamura 
without whom this exhibition 
would not exist. Thanks are also 
extended to David Palmer and 
Alex Springall who assisted with 
the heavy lifting. 

Thank you all again for  
coming and enjoy!

Lane Cove exhibition opening address
Continued from page 2
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Darren Oates shows examples of steam bending and laminating timber

John Brassell explains some of the finer points in laminating chair legs

At the last general meeting mem-
bers were treated to some expert 
presentations on two of the most 
important methods for bending 
wood: steaming and laminating.

Darren Oates spoke on both as-
pects and gave many informative 
examples of his own work and 
the work of his students at Sturt 
School for Wood. Darren Oates is 
a successful and highly respected 
woodworker. His work uses tradi-
tional woodworking methods of 
dovetail and mortise and tenon 
joinery, which gives his work 
strength and integrity. His signa-
ture style is based on parabolic 
curves, which make use of steam 
bending and laminating.

His extensive use of Australian na-
tive timbers allows him to explore 
the unique qualities found in Eu-
calypts and other native species. 

Darren talked about best meth-
ods and timber species for use 
in steam bending and displayed 
photos of the steam box he made. 
He gave useful tips on building 
jigs for laminating.

John Brassell is a long-time 
member of the Association and a 
prolific woodworker in his former 
professional life and now in retire-
ment. 

John showed a chair with 
curved arms, which extended into 
reverse-taper legs with a contrast-
ing centre of jarrah laminated in. 

Bending it with the best!

Get your work shown on your website
Following the success of our exhibition, your committee, more than ever wants to 

showcase the amazing accomplishments of our members. Send photos of your best 
pieces with information about the materials, tools and techniques. Use top quality 
photos with good lighting and a plain background to best show your work. Email to 

Steve Townsend at steve@ibis4.com 
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 Australian 
Wood Review 

 
Wood Diary

Event listings in the magazine 
and website for free. Submit 

your info 5-6 weeks before the 
magazine goes on sale. 

Doctor Wood
AWR runs a question column.  

Send your woodworking  
question or problem to . . . 

doctorwood@ 
woodreview.com.au  

. . . and they’ll hunt round  
for the answer. 

Stories
Tell them your story.  

And tell them what stories 
you’d like to read in the  

magazine (or if you’d like to 
write for them.)

 
Contact Linda Nathan, Editor

 
Australian Wood Review

Published by  
Interwood Holdings P/L  

P 07 3806 2288   
F 07 3806 2277 

woodreview.com.au 
PO Box 4336  

Loganholme DC Qld 4129

Extending a timber database 
The NSW Forestry Corporation 
Matin Grealy has supplied the 
association with very useful 
spreadsheet lists of 43 NSW 
timber species and who sells 
them. 

The spreadsheets provide com-
mon names, scientific names, 
and the merchants’ region, name, 
phone number and email ad-
dress. The production levels in 

cubic metres are also given for 
each species and each vendor. 
The Excel file has been emailed 
to all members and, for those not 
familiar with Excel, we have also 
sent a version as a PDF file. 

Extending the database

This NSW Forestry Corp list is very 
useful but it would be great if we 
can build on it so it includes all 
timber species available in NSW 
– not just the ones grown here. 
In fact, we don’t even need to 
limit ourselves to NSW vendors. 

Many species of timber are avail-
able only in other states. So, let’s 
build a more extensive database. 
Please send in details of other 
merchants you buy timber from. 

Send in contact details, where 
they are, what sort of timbers 
they sell, whether they cut to 
size, website, etc. We will restruc-
ture the Forestry Corporation 
database and add new ones to it 
building a valuable resource for 
our members. Send database info 
to Steve Townsend at  
steve@ibis4.com
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If your listing or ad is no longer current or 
needs amending, contact the editor,  
Jo Healy-North at jhn@bigpond.com  

(or on 0417 667 367)   
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Quality timber stockists
144 Renwick Street

Marrickville, NSW 2204
P: 02 9558 8444, F: 02 9558 8044

anagote@hotmail.com
Monday to Friday: 8am - 4pm

Saturday: 9 - 11:30am

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 3282 Wareemba NSW 2046 

Liberon Products 
Australia Pty Ltd

Liberon products have been 
known around the world since 

the early 1900’s initially  
created in France. They have 

an enviable reputation for 
high quality restoration and 

the finishing of wooden  
furniture and antiques.

We were known previously in  
Australia as Liberon  

Enterprises, but with a new 
owner and new name, we are 

no longer at Fyshwick  
in the ACT.

For a full colour catalogue, 
email Carol at address as 

below.  

Woodworkers’ NSW members  
received our products at  

wholesale prices,  
plus postage/freight.

PO Box 306, Eumundi QLD 
4562

P 07 5471 1028

carol@liberon.com.au

www.liberon.com.au

Free timber brochures 
from Boral

Members may be interested in brochures about timber 
distributed by Boral Limited. 

They’re mostly on flooring and decking but the Species 
Quick Reference Guide lists 19 hardwood species with tech-
nical information on qualities including hardness, density, 
strength, fire ratings and susceptibility to termites and bor-
ers.

To to http://www.boral.com.au/  Click on “Brochures” then 
“Timber” and you’ll find a list of brochures as PDF files  
(and/or link to request printed copies)
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Association member discounts
• Allwood Cabinet Timbers, Nowra, 4423 3295  www.philipgould.com.au 

• Anagote Timbers, Marrickville,  9556 6444 (10% discount)

• Feast Watson, H/O Scoresby Vic.  1800 252 502  www.feastwatson.com.au 

• F&K Electrics Power tools, Stanmore, 9519 7997 (10% discount - varies)

• Henry Bros Saws, Vineyard, Saw blades, knives, cutters, 9627 5486 (trade prices)

• Howard Products, Tamworth, orange oil, wood care products, 1800 672 646

 www.howardproducts.com.au 

• HNT Gordon, Alstonville, classic plane makers, 6628 7222  www.hntgordon.com.au 

 (10% discount)

• Laminex Industries, Caringbah, NSW, sheet products, 132 136 

• Liberon Products Australia Pty Ltd, Eunundi, SE Queensland, 07 5471 1028  carol@liberon.com.

au  www.liberon.com.au  (wholesale prices)

• Major Woodworking Equipment, Padstow, 9708 3233  www.majwood.com.au 

 contact Ryan, (5-15% discount)

• Mathews Timbers, St Marys, 9833 3100

• Nover & Co, Eastern Creek, NSW, sheet products, kitchen hardware, 9677 3200 

 www.nover.com.au 

• Roger Gifkin’s Dovetail Jig, 6651 9513, www.gifkins.com.au (10% discount)

• Trend Timbers, Mulgrave/Windsor, 4577 5277  www.trendtimbers.com.au 

• Veneercraft, Padstow, wood veneers, 9533 4294 (10% discount)

• Warringah Timbers, Dee Why, 9981 3733
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Member notices and adverts

• AngleMag saw guide
$75 for members, $100 for 

non-members. Contact  
a committee member 

(see last page for  
contact details)

For new listings, or to update an existing listing,  
contact the editor at jhn@bigpond.com 

• Terry Gleeson’s
School of Woodwork 

1191 Old Nothern Road
Middle Dural NSW 2158

P: 02 9651 1012
F: 02 9651 1341

thechairmaker@optusnet.com.au

• Richard Crosland’s 
School of Fine  
Woodworking

Learn with the master
Richard Crosland’s school 
provides small, hands-on 
classes for students of all  

levels. The friendly, creative  
atmosphere fosters progress 

and many beautiful pieces 
are the lasting result. 

All tools are provided and 
work in progress can be 
stored at the Alexandria  

workshop. 

Call Richard at the school  
02 9313 4142, or visit 

www.crosland.com.au

Workshop open days 
Instead of every second 

Wednesday, our Abbotsford 

workshop will now be open 

from around 10.00am on the 

second and fourth Wednes-

days of each month. 

The workshop will also  

be open every Sunday from 

now on until further notice.

The Sydney Woodcarving Group 
The SWG meets regularly at four locations. Beginners are welcome. Tools  

and timber supplied for learning projects. Groups meet at: 
 

Southside (Lilli Pilli): First Saturday of the month and one weekday evening

Epping: Second and fourth Wednesday of the month

Chester Hill: Second Saturday of the month

Shellharbour: First Monday and third Saturday of the month. 
 

For more information and location details, phone Rosemary Mackie on  
0419 607 489 or visit www.sydneywoodcarving.org.au 

To update or change 

Your advertisment, or to  

submit new artwork, simply  

email jhn@bigpond.com

Newsletter columns 
1 col: 05.4 cm     
2 col: 11.2 cm  
3 col: 17.0 cm 

Submit content as text (in Word) 
Submit images as jpegs, min 210 dpi

To contact the editor 

email Jo Healy-North at 

jhn@bigpond.com

NSW Woodworkers Association 
members can advertise here 

for free
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Perfect woodworking.

Big on Performance. 
Easy on the Budget.

Perfect for applications which require 
high levels of precision and robust 
enough to contend with Challenging 
professional demands.

NSW	 (02)	4735	1011
WA	 (08)	9209	3055
QLD	 (07)	5543	5599
VIC	 (03)	9018	8346
SA	 (08)	8241	7777

	FELDER-GROUP	AUSTRALIA

NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au

WA	Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au

QLD	Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au

VIC	Melbourne,	Email: info@feldervic.com.au

SA	Adelaide,	Email: info@henryeckert.com.au

www.hammer-australia.com

 Immediate-Info: 

K3 basic Panel Saw
•	 Solid	cast	iron	tables	and	units
•	 Professional	rip-fence	with 

round bar guide
•	 Extremely	durable

From 5,113.30 
$	excl.	GST

N3800 Bandsaw
•	 Large	wheels	(Ø	380	mm)
•	 Cutting	height	310	mm
•	 Rip	capacity	360	mm
•	 Tiltable	table

From 1,964.50
$	excl.	GST

A3 26 Planer Thicknesser
•	 Remarkably	user	friendly
•	 Allows	for	rapid	retooling
•	 Solid	cast	iron	planer	tables
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting 
cutterblock	system

From 3,479.20 
$	excl.	GST

C3 31 Combination machine
•	 Surface	planing	width	310	mm
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting	
cutterblock	system

•	 Saw	blade	tiltable	90°–45°
•	 Solid	cast	iron	tables	and	units
•	 Quick	change-over	times

From 10,024.60 
$	excl.	GST

Spiral blade cutterblock = 
Pulling cut*

Extremely	quiet,	noise	is	redu
ced	by	half.

Usable	blade	life	twenty	time
s	 

longer than standard blades.

*	Optional:	all	planer/thicknessers	are	also	available	with	the	new	Silent-POWER	spiral	knife	cutterblock.	Valid	till	30th	April 	2014 	or	while	stocks	last

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 3282 Wareemba NSW 2046 


