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 Your association needs you on the committee. New members are particularly encouraged to  
consider putting themselves forward to take up a position on the committee. It’s great fun  

and the best way to get to know others in the association as well as having the  
opportunity to guide the association for the next 12 months. 

 
Meeting time is 7 for 7.30pm, Monday 13 April 2015  

Abbotsford workshop, Western end of Spring Street, Abbotsford 
And David Eden will give a short talk on how to reduce/block workshop noise. 

Wo o d w o r ke r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  N S W  i n c

ABN 51 544 261 324 March April 2015 Newsletter

Association annual general meeting 2015

This year’s Tasmanian Wooden Boat Festival was attended by Brian Dawson, Peter Harris and Steve Townsend.  
The above photo is from Peter Harris (great photo, Peter). More photos on pages 4 and 5.
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Association Chair, Brian Dawson

Committee members

Chair: Brian Dawson 
• 0418 212 496 

• brian@valuesystems.com.au

Vice Chair: Phil Lake 
• 0403 114 712  

• philwoodie@gmail.com 

Secretary: Steve Townsend 
• 0411 477 075 

• secretary@woodworkersnsw.org.au
(Steve is also Public Officer)

Treasurer: Miko Nakamura 
• 02 9805 1775 

• treasurer@woodworkersnsw.org.au

General committee members 
John Connors 

• 02 9818 4728 • 0423 989 963 

• connorsjohn@icloud.com

Frank Duff 

• 02 9896 4017 • 0403 821 389 

• fwduff@optusnet.com.au  

Peter Dunn 

• 02 4344 7806 • 0410 411 951

• bentneck@bigpond.com

Peter Harris 

• 02 9879 3329 • 0419 164 098 

• peterh47@ihug.com.au

Phil Nanlohy 

• 02 9560 7250 • 0416 022 252 

• p.nanlohy@uws.edu.au

Assisting the committee 
Membership Secretary: Gordon Joseph 

• 0409 488 919 
• membership@woodworkersnsw.org.au

Newsletter/Website: Jo Healy-North 
• 0417 667 367 • jhn@bigpond.com

If you’d like to join or assist the commit-
tee or be more involved in the associa-

tion, call a committee member!

Life members 
Richard Crosland, Phil Lake, Kim Lary-

more, Leon Sadubin, Richard Vaughan, 
Alan Wale

Chatter from the chair

Toby Muir Wilson creates fluidity, depth and colour

While I was in Tasmania recently 
for the wooden boat festival, I 
took the opportunity to visit Toby 
Muir Wilson, who taught me at 
Sturt some years ago. 

I really admire his work and 
find him quite inspiring. He was 
trained at the John Makepiece 
School in the UK and has exhib-
ited in many parts of the world, 
including Tokyo, London and New 
York. 

He has three exhibitions coming 
up within the next six months and 
is in the enviable position of hav-
ing pre-sold the exhibition pieces. 
He lives in Stanley and  has a huge 

one-man workshop. I was able to 
see some of his works in progress. 

I love the way he creates fluid-
ity, depth and colour to much of 
his work. He mostly uses Tasma-
nian timbers, particularly  huon 
pine and blackwood.

You can see more of his work by 
simply googling his name. He has 
both a web site and a flickr site. 

More on the wooden boat festi-
val: It’s held every two years and 
is much more than a display of 
boats. It encompasses a huge ar-
ray of diverse activities including 

Continues next page
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2015 Creations in Wood Exhibition

Have your work 
shown on the 

website
Get your woodwork showcased! 
Send photos of your best pieces 

with information about the 
materials, tools and techniques. 

Use top quality photos with 
good lighting and a plain back-

ground to best show your work. 
Email to

Steve Townsend  
at steve@ibis4.com 

 Australian 
Wood Review 

 
Wood Diary

Event listings in the magazine 
and website for free. Submit 

your info 5-6 weeks before the 
magazine goes on sale. 

Doctor Wood
AWR runs a question column.  

Send your woodworking  
question or problem to . . . 

doctorwood@ 
woodreview.com.au  

. . . and they’ll hunt round  
for the answer. 

Stories
Tell them your story.  

And tell them what stories 
you’d like to read in the  

magazine (or if you’d like to 
write for them.)

Contact Linda Nathan, Editor
 

Australian Wood Review

Published by  
Interwood Holdings P/L  

P 07 3806 2288   
F 07 3806 2277 

woodreview.com.au

PO Box 4336  
Loganholme DC Qld 4129

We had a very successful exhibition in 2014 and would like to  
repeat, or even exceed, that in 2015. To those who intend to  

show, please enter as soon as possible. The exhibition committee  
encourages as many members as possible to participate, so feel  

free to contact committee members and get that entry in:  
closing date for entries is 24 April!

 
Exhibition Committee members

Brian Dawson - 0418 212 496 - brian@valuesystems.com.au
Miko Nakamura - 02 9805 1775 - treasurer@woodworkersnsw.org.au

Peter Dunn - 0410 411 951 - bentneck@bigpond.com
Phil Lake - 0403 114 712 - philwoodie@gmail.com

Alex Springall - aspringa@bigpond.net.au
David Palmer - david.palmer@tpg.com.au

Toby Muir Wilson mostly uses Tasmanian timbers, particularly huon pine 
and blackwood

dancing displays, RAAF flyovers, 
yacht races, poetry recitals, wood 
turning demonstrations, vintage 
outboard motor displays, model 
ship collections, oxen teams etc 
etc. There are hundreds of stands 
selling everything from cider to 
hats to health food to junk food 

to souvenirs. There is ample for 
the woodie too. A huge shed 
houses the woodwork display 
area which is not much less in 
area than our own Sydney work-
ing with wood show. 

Continues next page
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Quality timber stockists 
144 Renwick Street

Marrickville, NSW 2204
P: 02 9558 8444, F: 02 9558 8044

anagote@hotmail.com
Monday to Friday: 8am - 4pm

Saturday: 9 - 11:30am

Wooden boat festival exhibit

Terry Gordon, Colin Clenton and 
Chris Vesper were all there dem-
onstrating and selling.

There are side stands selling 
Tasmanian timbers, tools et al. 

I bought a roll of 34  two-metre 
lengths of huon pine veneer for 
half what it would cost in Sydney. 

And I haven’t even started on 
the 150 wooden boats. Some 
are extraordinary and showcase 
exemplary woodworking skills, 
some are ordinary everyday  
chuggers. 

This year it was oversubscribed by 
50 boats.

As a Scot, I have left the best 
till last – it is all free. So, gird your 
loins and venture south in 2017. 

I will be there for sure!

Brian Dawson
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To have your work featured in 
the newsletter, simply email 

some photos and a few words 
to the editor about the item 

(or items) to  
jhn@bigpond.com

If your listing or 
advertisement 

is no longer  
current or 

needs amend-
ing, please con-

tact me,  
Jo Healy-North, 

at jhn@big-
pond.com  

(or call me on 
0417 667 367)

Wooden boat festival exhibit
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Supplier of high quality furniture timbers. Slabs up to 1 metre wide, boards, burls,  
burl slices, blocks, hardwoods, softwoods. 

Mackay cedar, Austalian red cedar, Rosewood, snakewood, Queensland maple, Camphor Laurel, 
Huon pine, bluegum, redgum, greygum, flooded gum, tallowood, blackbutt,  

blackwood, pencil cedar, Hairy oak, N and S silky oaks, and more.

Cheap Camphor boards and slabs for benches, bars, tables, cutting boards or food display boards.

Delivering to Newcastle, Central Coast and Sydney Metro. Small orders can be collected  
from Cremorne, Maccas Heatherbrea or Wyong.

256 Spokes Road, Ballengarra 
16km west of Pacific Highway, turn onto Rollands Plains Road at Telegraph Point. Follow road for 

16km, turn left at Spokes Road and travel 2.5km of gravel road.  
Visitors welcome from 7 to 7, 7 days a week. 

Contact Mal or Greg
02 6585 8296 or 0416 096 827

Sydney enquiries:  
0407 613 002

View the website for timber types and photos or stock and completed furniture

boutiquetimbers.com.au

Boutique Timbers
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Web bookmarks for woodworkers
 
The association’s retiring secretary, Steve Townsend, lists some of his favourite Internet bookmarks. Web-
sites like these can be incredibly helpful. We encourage members to mail in their favourite sites and we 
could make this a regular feature. Email your list including name, URL and description to secretary@wood-
workersnsw.org.au.

Australian Timber Database timber.net.au/ Information on timber suppliers and other contacts as well  
 as details on many Australian species.

Eagle Lake Woodworking eaglelakewoodworking.com/ Lots of great videos and project ideas.

Fine Woodworking magazine finewoodworking.com/ Great source of videos, plans, ideas and  
 gadgets but at its best if you subscribe to the magazine.

Geoff’s Woodwork geoffswoodwork.co.uk/ Lots of tips, tricks and ideas.

I Wood Like iwoodlike.com.au/resources/ Great portal for information on Australian  
 woodworking supplies of all kinds.

The Woodwright’s Shop pbs.org/woodwrightsshop/ A slightly whacky site but has plenty of useful  
 instructional videos.

SketchUp tutorials sketchup.com/learn/  Great demos on how to learn this amazing, free  
 drawing program.

Videos by Paul Sellers woodworkingmasterclasses.com/ Lots of top class instructional videos   
 that are free but sometimes you will be offered ones you have to pay for.

Wood database wood-database.com/ Great source for information on American and  
 European species as well as Australian timbers.

Wood Whisperer thewoodwhisperer.com/ Lots of great tips and tricks.

Woodwork Forums woodworkforums.com/ All the answers to thousands of woodworking   
 questions. The greatest repository of woodworking information. Join it.

Woodworkers Guild of America wwgoa.com/ A good source of information but it’s very commercial and  
 you can get a lot of advertising emails from them.
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The Jackson tradition was es-
tablished in Australia in 1924, 
in Botany in Sydney. And it 
was Fred Jackson who founded 
Jackson Furniture in Australia.  
Fred’s family had been in 
the timber industry for gen-
erations. The family business 
originally began in Islington UK, 
and specialized in skittle (bowl-
ing) alleys. On arriving in Sydney, 
Fred started as a specialist wood 
turner and set about developing 
a manufacturing operation that 
capitalized on his family’s long 
tradition of working with timber. 

Fred’s son Sidney (Sid) joined 
the company in 1926. A year later, 
in 1927, Fred relocated the fac-
tory to Newtown and expanded 
the facility into the production 
of component parts, contract 
solid wood machining, veneered 
mouldings, detailed hand-turning 
and clock cases. In 1934 the busi-
ness expanded into cabinetmak-

ing generally, and began produc-
ing occasional furniture.  At this 
stage employees numbered 35. 
Sid assumed the role of Managing 
Director in 1940 and acted in this 

capacity till 1960. In 1948 Sid’s 
son Doug started his apprentice-
ship with the firm, initially special-
izing in wood machining. During 
the war years Jackson Furniture 
produced war materials including 
aeroplane parts and ammunition 
boxes.

Immediately post-war, the furni-
ture industry consisted largely of 
small factories with no brand rec-
ognition, dominated by a close-
knit retail distribution network. 

 Some of these retailers had 
their own furniture manufactur-
ing facilities and obviously pre-
ferred their customers to believe 
that the products were manufac-
tured “in house”.

In the 50s the firm introduced 
their own ranges of dining room 
furniture, nursery furniture and 
television cabinets. 

The dining room furniture was 
mainly influenced by the Swedish 
design of the time, using maple 
veneered plywood and laminated 
plywood chair backs. 

Fred Jackson: 
generations of 
craftsmanship 
in solid wood  

1924-1997

Queen Anne dinning suite: introduced in 1966 it became a great success

Continues next page

Continuing our series on 20th century NSW furniture 
manufacturers, Alan Perry has provided the association 

with the following article on the history of Fred Jackson’s 
Furniture (1924 – 1997). We thank James Chiswell, from 
Chiswell Furniture, in encouraging Doug Jackson to pro-
vide Alan with this article. Photographs are from Alan 

Perry’s own colleciton of catalogues.
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The component parts manufac-
turing division still continued and 
included frames of laminated 
plywood for Grant Featherstone 
designed chairs.

1953 saw the inaugural Sydney 
Furniture Exhibition staged at 
the RAS show ground, sponsored 
by the NSW Guild of Furniture 
Manufacturers. 

This exhibition was the op-
portunity for the manufacturing 
industry to begin the process of 
establishing their own identity 
and brand image, and presenting 
it direct to the buying public.

The move into TV cabinets led 
to a major contract with AWA for 
the production of their model 
range in 1956. 

This contract coincided with the 
introduction of state-of-the-art 
manufacturing processes includ-
ing tungsten carbide cutting 
equipment, pneumatic tools and 
production aids, heated drying 
rooms for lacquer finishes and 
integrated roller conveyers for 

transporting products through 
the manufacturing and finishing 
processes. The output of these 
cabinets reached levels of 60 to 
110 per day. At this time compo-
nent part production was dis-
continued, but nursery furniture 

manufacturing continued at the 
rate of approx 80 baby cots per 
day and employment reached 60.

1960 saw Sid Jackson retire 
and Doug was appointed Manag-
ing Director. Doug was a major 
contributor to the development 
of the industry having served for 
28 years as a councilor (including 
two separate terms as President) 
of the NSW Guild of Furniture 
Manufacturers. 

He also acted as President of 
the Australian Confederation 
of Furniture Manufactures, and 
played a leading role in establish-
ing the Furniture Manufacturers 
Association of Australia.

The early 1960s saw the intro-
duction of traditionally styled fur-
niture, mainly Windsor and early 
American styles manufactured 
from solid European beech, world 
renowned as one of the great 
furniture timbers. 

Regency dinning suite

The Gentry wall unit collection Continues next page

Jackson Furniture cont . . .
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It was sourced from the same 
Danish mills for around 30 years 
and was especially suitable for 
Jackson’s traditional range due to 
its pinkish oatmeal colour, which 
facilitated consistent and even 
staining.  

Its density, stability and cellular 
structure also made it ideal for 
detailed shaping, moulding and 
sanding. 

The Queen Anne styled din-
ing furniture range introduced in 
1966 became one of the firm’s 
great product successes and 
epitomized the commitment of 
Jackson Furniture to high quality 
solid timber furniture.

As part of their best practices 
culture, all Jackson Furniture was 
made to order, with no made-up 
stock being held. 

All Jackson furniture was 
stamped with the Jackson logo 
and date of manufacture and 
came with a 10 year guarantee.

The Jackson commitment to solid 
wood furniture making reflected 
its traditional approach to manu-
facture and demonstrated the 
company skill in working in this 
medium at a time when other 
manufacturers were making use 
of alternate raw materials like 
wood veneers and composite 
board. 

Total organization commitment 
to quality saw Jackson Furniture 
the recipient in 1986 of the presti-
gious 9th international Furniture 
Europe Award for quality and 
craftsmanship.

Doug’s younger son Roger 
started his apprenticeship at the 
factory in 1984, thus continuing 
the family generational involve-
ment in the industry. Doug’s elder 
son Richard, a qualified Bachelor 
of Economics with overseas expe-
rience in the finance industry, also 
joined the firm in 1993 and was 
appointed Managing Director in 
1994.

At the February 2015 meeting Fred Blake showed us 
how to keep carving tools sharp and Peter Harris talked 
about maintaining woodworking machines.

Jackson Furniture cont . . .
While European Beech always 
featured strongly in the produc-
tion of Jackson Furniture, an Aus-
tralian timber Arakaria was used 
in the bedroom furniture ranges 
because of its similarity to beech.  

Arakaria is a conifer native to 
the mid east coast of Australia 
and is plantation grown ensuring 
its continuing availability.

In its latter years the firm con-
centrated mainly on dining furni-
ture with some bedroom designs, 
until a combination of changes 
in consumer tastes and dramatic 
increases in import competition 
from low labour cost countries, 
saw the closure of the business in 
November 1997.

Subsequent to the closure of 
the business Doug’s contribu-
tion to the industry was further 
recognized by firstly being made 
a life member of FIRA in 2002 and 
then being awarded The Order of 
Australia (AM), a member in the 
general division in 2006.
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Liberon Products 
Australia Pty Ltd

Liberon products have been 
known around the world since 

the early 1900’s initially  
created in France. They have an 

enviable reputation for high qual-
ity restoration and the finishing 

of wooden  
furniture and antiques.

We were known previously in  
Australia as Liberon  

Enterprises, but with a new 
owner and new name, we are no 

longer at Fyshwick  
in the ACT.

For a full colour catalogue, email 
Carol at address as below.  

Woodworkers’ NSW members  
received our products at  

wholesale prices,  
plus postage/freight.

PO Box 306, Eumundi QLD 4562
P 07 5471 1028

carol@liberon.com.au
www.liberon.com.au

The Sydney Woodcarving Group 
 

The SWG meets regularly at four locations. Beginners are welcome.  
Tools and timber supplied for learning projects. Groups meet at: 

Southside (Lilli Pilli): First Saturday of the month and one  
weekday evening

Epping: Second and fourth Wednesday of the month
Chester Hill: Second Saturday of the month

Shellharbour: First Monday and third Saturday of the month. 
 

For more information and location details, phone Rosemary Mackie on  
0419 607 489 or visit www.sydneywoodcarving.org.au 
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• Terry Gleeson’s

School of Woodwork 

1191 Old Nothern Road

Middle Dural NSW 2158

P: 02 9651 1012

F: 02 9651 1341

thechairmaker@optusnet.com.au

• Richard Crosland’s 
School of Fine  
Woodworking

Learn with the master
Richard Crosland’s school 
provides small, hands-on 
classes for students of all  

levels. The friendly, creative  
atmosphere fosters progress 

and many beautiful pieces are 
the lasting result. 

All tools are provided and 
work in progress can be 
stored at the Alexandria  

workshop. 

Call Richard at the school  
02 9313 4142, or visit 

www.crosland.com.au

• AngleMag saw guide
$75 for members, $100 for 

non-members. 
Contact a committee member  
for more information. Contact 

details listed on page 2.

Inner west workshop 
space available  

by the hour
Call Jo on  

0417 667 367

New association members to have joined since the last edition 
Simon Chalk, Frank Kovac and Paul Kovac 

1-year Course in Fine Furniture Design and Technology 

ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN FOR 2016 A 5% early-enrolment discount will  

apply to all enrolments received and approved before 31 October 2015. Contact: 

Mark Viner, Head of Sturt. Ph: 02 4860 2080 or email mviner@sturt.nsw.edu.au
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Perfect woodworking.

Big on Performance. 
Easy on the Budget.

Perfect for applications which require 
high levels of precision and robust 
enough to contend with Challenging 
professional demands.

NSW	 (02)	4735	1011
WA	 (08)	9209	3055
QLD	 (07)	5543	5599
VIC	 (03)	9018	8346
SA	 (08)	8241	7777

	FELDER-GROUP	AUSTRALIA

NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au

WA	Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au

QLD	Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au

VIC	Melbourne,	Email: info@feldervic.com.au

SA	Adelaide,	Email: info@henryeckert.com.au

www.hammer-australia.com

 Immediate-Info: 

K3 basic Panel Saw
•	 Solid	cast	iron	tables	and	units
•	 Professional	rip-fence	with 

round bar guide
•	 Extremely	durable

From 5,113.30 
$	excl.	GST

N3800 Bandsaw
•	 Large	wheels	(Ø	380	mm)
•	 Cutting	height	310	mm
•	 Rip	capacity	360	mm
•	 Tiltable	table

From 1,964.50
$	excl.	GST

A3 26 Planer Thicknesser
•	 Remarkably	user	friendly
•	 Allows	for	rapid	retooling
•	 Solid	cast	iron	planer	tables
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting 
cutterblock	system

From 3,479.20 
$	excl.	GST

C3 31 Combination machine
•	 Surface	planing	width	310	mm
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting	
cutterblock	system

•	 Saw	blade	tiltable	90°–45°
•	 Solid	cast	iron	tables	and	units
•	 Quick	change-over	times

From 10,024.60 
$	excl.	GST

Spiral blade cutterblock = 
Pulling cut*

Extremely	quiet,	noise	is	redu
ced	by	half.

Usable	blade	life	twenty	time
s	 

longer than standard blades.

*	Optional:	all	planer/thicknessers	are	also	available	with	the	new	Silent-POWER	spiral	knife	cutterblock.	Valid	till	30th	April 	2014 	or	while	stocks	last
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