
 

 

 

 

www.woodworkersnsw.gov.au 1  PO Box 3282 Wareemba  NSW 2046 

 Next Associa"on Mee"ng 

AGM  

  Followed by a Presenta"on on Wood Hardness 

7 for 7.30pm, Monday 3 April 

The Associa"on’s Workshop 

50 Spring Street, Abbotsford 

 

Marquetry by Azi - see cha2er from the chair 
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NSW WWA Commi�ee 

Chair: Brian Dawson 

• 0418 212 496 

• brian@valuesystems.com.au 

Vice Chair: Phil Greenwood 

• 02 9235 2874 

• phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: David Palmer 

• 02 9449 2602 

• secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Oliver Addis 

• 0419 016 622 

• oaddis@comcen.com.au 

General commi�ee members 

Adrian Amoroso 

• 0408 023 007 

• adrian@patrian.com 

John Brassell 

• 02 9680 3594 • 0414 458 829 

• johnbrassell@bigpond.com 

Peter Dunn 

• 02 4344 7806 • 0410 411 951 

• bentneck@bigpond.com 

Frank Duff 

• 02 9896 4017 • 0403 821 389 

• fwduff@optusnet.com.au 

Steve Townsend 

• 02 9719 8753 • 0411 477 075 

• steve@ibis4.com 

Assis,ng the commi�ee 

Newsle�er: Warwick Wright 

• 0411 477 075  

• warwick@grainwoodworks.com.au 

Public Officer: Steve Townsend 

• 0411 477 075 • steve@ibis4.com 

Membership Secretary: Peter Hunt 

• 0418 867 870 • P_J_Hunt@msn.com.au 

• membership.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com 

If you’d like to join or assist the commi�ee or 

be more involved in the Associa,on, call a 

commi�ee member! 

Life members: Richard Crosland, Phil 

Lake, Kim Larymore, Leon Sadubin, 

Richard Vaughan and Alan Wale 

CHATTER FROM THE CHAIR, MARCH 2017  

This will be my last cha2er epistle. I intend to stand 

down at the annual general mee"ng. It has been a 

pleasure and a privilege to represent the Associa-

"on for these last 3 or so years. Much has hap-

pened during this "me including:-  

• A fresh approach to OH & S ma2ers which en-

tailed a comprehensive re-write of opera"ng and 

safety protocols of each of our machines. This 

was a commi2ee task and I thank the commi2ee 

for their efforts. 

• The workshop is now open every Wednesday and 

Sunday which has increased the par"cipa"on 

rate of those members wishing to work in the 

workshop. Many thanks to our members who 

man the workshop on those open days. 

• We have successfully run three exhibi"ons over 

each of the past three years  Once more, thanks 

to the efforts of the organising commi2ees and 

to the par"cipants of these exhibi"ons. 

Although I will no longer be Chair, I would like to 

commend to members our mentoring program. 

This will entail a member or members working 

with one of our experienced woodworkers over the 

course of a project in such a way as to “learn by 

doing”. I am happy to co-ordinate this ac"vity and 

see it as a great way to pass on knowledge on a 

one- to- one basis and also to make be2er use of 

our workshop facili"es. For example, if it is difficult 

(con�nued page 3) 
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to come to the workshop on Wednesday 

or Sunday, arrangements can be made to 

open the workshop to undertake specific 

tasks on other days. 

Our stool making workshop with Evan 

Dunstone  was a success and we are plan-

ning a repeat in October. 

We will be having a sharpening workshop 

on 6
th

 May. All are welcome to a2end and 

there will be a variety of sharpening tech-

niques on display for you to learn from. 

See the separate ar"cle elsewhere in this 

edi"on. 

Another box making workshop is planned 

for August/September to be run once 

more by Alex Springall. 

I am pleased to announce that, following 

the resigna"on of Miko as our long stand-

ing treasurer, we have a new treasurer. 

Oliver Addis is a long "me member and 

has agreed to take over the task. 

Our mee"ng which took place at Carbatec 

in January was a great success. See sepa-

rate ar"cle elsewhere in this edi"on. 

The editor of the newsle2er, Jo Healey-

North has resigned and I would like to 

offer, on behalf of all of us, our thanks for 

the great work she has done over the past 

few years. She has carried out her work 

diligently and professionally and she will 

be missed. 

I am happy to announce that we have a 

new editor in Warwick Wright. Warwick is 

one of our long standing members and 

we welcome him to his new posi"on. Pe-

ter Hunt has kindly stepped into the 

breach at short no"ce as temporary edi-

tor for this edi"on as well as edi"ng our 

previous edi"on. 

I am pleased to announce that Kat Kemp 

has agreed to demonstrate the making of 

her cutlery box, which appeared in the 

previous edi"on of the newsle2er, at our 

next mee"ng on the 3
rd

 of April. 

Of many memorable moments of my "me 

of being chair, one I cherish is when Azi, 

our Iranian marquetry expert, first ap-

peared at our general mee"ng. As I intro-

duced her, she came forward with a 

brown paper wrapped parcel and ripped 

it open to reveal a wonderful piece of 

marquetry, see front page. There was a 

dis"nct drawing-in of breath and then 

spontaneous applause. It’s not oLen that 

we get spontaneous applause at our 

mee"ngs! 

…..Brian 

(con�nued from page 2) 
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TIMBER & WORKING WITH WOOD 

SHOW - 23 to 25 JUNE 2017 
 

WWA STAND 

MAKING AND SHARPENING 

 

This year the Woodworkers Associa"on of 

NSW is planning to have a stand at the 

Timber and Working with Wood Show fo-

cusing on “Making Things” and 

“Sharpening”.   

It will be a smaller stand than last year 

comprising essen"ally two benches and a 

table.  One bench will have a member 

making things.  The other bench will have 

a member sharpening chisels and plane 

blades.  There will be another table to dis-

play membership forms and sign up new 

members. 

Members are invited to volunteer to per-

form half day slots (10-1pm or 1pm-4pm) 

on either the “making” bench, the 

“sharpening” bench or the “being there 

to chat” table.   

Slots are available on Friday 23 June, Sat-

urday 24 June and Sunday 25 June.   

Please send your available "me and bench 

preference to Phil Greenwood at  

phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au. 

There is no restric"on on what you “make” 

at the Wood Show provided that it is 

woodwork and you can supply your own 

equipment.  To restrict noise and dust cre-

a"on, hand tools are strongly encouraged.  

We are hoping members will be working 

on making stools, occasional tables, boxes, 

bread boards, 

cheese pla2ers, 

prac"ce joints or 

even toast tongs.  

We would like to have a collec"on of 

wooden stools for people to sit on and 

have a chat about wood, tools and the As-

socia"on.  If you could loan us an stool for 

the Show (not a precious one) that would 

be appreciated.   

If you would like to find out more details, 

please email or call Phil on 0404 083 499.  

Phil Greenwood’s toast tongs 
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Create From a Crate 
 

For the past few years, the Create from a Crate compe""on has been conducted 

from Melbourne and members of our asso-

cia"on have been invited to par"cipate.  

The concept is this year is a li2le different, 

pallets will not be supplied as in the 

past.  Make whatever you wish with the 

only requirement being that the main part 

is constructed from recycled wood, prefera-

bly a crate/pallet; the addi"on of small 

parts of more exo"c materials is permi2ed. 

The pieces submi2ed will form part of an exhibi"on, 

‘Double take in Wood’, to be held at the Manningham Art 

Gallery in Melbourne from 18 October to the 11 Novem-

ber.  

The deadline for entries is 3 April. Once your entry is ad-

vised the organisers will press you for photographs for 

the catalogue, so the earlier you start the less the pres-

sure near the end.  

(con�nued page 6) 
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(con�nued from page 5) 

One dis"nguishing feature of 

this event is the good-natured 

spirit in which it is conduct-

ed.  Everyone is welcome to 

get involved.  

Peter Harris and Alex Springall, 

to name just two, have been 

regular par"cipants with a 

good measure of success. All 

members are encouraged to 

consider par"cipa"ng in this 

year's compe""on. 

For further details inspect the 

Victorian Wood Workers Asso-

cia"on web site exhibi"on 

page:  

h2p://vwaexhibi"ons.org.au/ 

From the managing director of 

Smart Recycling: “We would love 

to have you involved once again this 

year. The NSW Woodworkers have 

always had excellent results in Mel-

bourne, par�cularly in genera�ng 

sales for your wonderful pieces. 

Your works have always added so 

much to our exhibi�ons, so please 

……... get your entry forms in! “ 
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New members (belated acknowledgment for many) 

Robert Baker 526 

Adam Berthold 527 

Michael Breaden 528 

Jack Cairn 530 

Greg Campbell 531 

Neil Collier 532 

Sara Couch 533 

Alan Downton 534 

John Dowse 535 

Daniel Espirosa 536 

Robert Harvey 537 

Mick Johnston 538 

Ramil Mar"nez 540 

Colin Mckenzie 541 

Shane Mckeown 542 

Loyd Murray 543 

Bernade2e O'leary 545 

Craig Proctor 547 

Jesmond Psaila 548 

Doug Sadovy 549 

Gurvinder Pal Singh 550 

Peter Smith 551 

Stu Smith 552 

Iain Templeton 554 

Therese Toohey 555 

John Wooding 556 

John-Domenique Legrand 558 

Colen Clenton 559 

Andrew Johnston 560 

Catherine Gorrie 561 

Edward Ko 562 

Pouya Ghadimi Karahrodi 563 

Valen"ne Parail 564 

Patrick Skeen 565 

Margaret Grant 566 

Hape Kiddle 567 

Roger Ipaviz 568 

Philip Jolly 569 

Colin Carr 570 

Grant Sco2 571 

Braxton Jones 572 

Bill Morey 573 

Re-joined past member: 

Dominique Ullio 367 

To re-affirm: Please note that all errata, errors of omission, spelling 

mistakes etc. for this limited edi"on are purely the responsibility of the 

(very) temporary editor—the ‘Membership Secretary’;  [n.b. no corre-

spondence in respect of the above explana"on will be entered into] 
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WWA General Mee,ng hosted 

by Carbatec in their Auburn showroom 
 

Commi2ee member Frank Duff reports: 

Some 35 members made the effort to 

a2end the 6 February Associa"on 

mee"ng to watch demonstra"ons, pur-

chase essen"al items, renew friendships, 

and partake of supper generously provid-

ed by Carbatec. In this environment, 

a2endees, even the more knowledgeable 

among us, were minded to ask ques"ons 

and seek explana"ons from presenters 

who were obviously well-experienced on 

the subjects. 

Another such visit was offered to WWA in 

the coming months, for which occasion 

members were asked to suggest par"cular 

products, processes, or demonstra"ons 

that might be presented in depth. 

Vice Chairman Phil Greenwood welcomed 

a2endees and thanked Steve Hall, Auburn 

Store Manager, for their remaining open, 

the presence of helpful staff and the op-

portunity for members to acquire needed 

tools or impulse-purchases at discounts 

available for that night only. 

 

Warm welcome from Carbatec 

Store Manager Steve Hall welcomed 

guests & introduced team members Mark 

Thomas & David Stanton; WWA's Azadeh 

& Steve paid close a2en"on (next picture) 

 

Theory and demonstra,on of the Saw-

Stop® finger-protec,on system 

Many members were already aware of the 

SawStop® brake mechanism and its opera-

"on in preven"ng life changing injuries; 

nevertheless they carefully followed the 

(con�nued page 9) 
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(con�nued from page 8) 

theory clearly expounded by David Stan-

ton. 

The blade is charged (like a bedroom 

'touch lamp') with the machine circuitry 

monitoring and indica"ng the status. 

Switch-on is not possible unless all systems 

are opera"onal. Ac"va"on of the protec-

"on results in an almost instantaneous (<1 

ms) stoppage and disappearance of the 

blade. Watchers were shown the complete 

protec"on of a raw sausage (represen"ng 

oLen mul"ple fingers) at the cost of replac-

ing the SawStop® mechanism. The stop-

ping & disappearance of the blade was dra-

ma"c. Surprisingly, the saw blade itself is 

not ruined when embedded in the alumini-

um SawStop® shock absorbing block - usu-

ally just a couple of carbide "ps need re-

placing - a local commercially available pro-

cess. 

 

David preparing to show the SawStop® 

protec,ng a raw sausage. 

 

SawStop® can also be used to cut green 

(electrically conduc"ve) wood, by deliber-

ately (temporarily) disabling the sensing 

mechanism. However, switching off returns 

the saw automa"cally to the ac"ve-

protec"on state. A smart saw! 

 

Other demonstra,ons 

Assistant Manager Cameron Thomson 

demonstrated the Veritas newly-added 

tenon saws and upcoming products: blades 

and chip breakers for Stanley & Record 

planes. 

Readers should contact Carbatec concern-

ing access to the vast majority of the Veri-

tas range. 

(con�nued page 10) 
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Mark Thomas introduced the new Triton 

TWX7 Workcentre with circular saw and rout-

er accessories. 

 

WWA NSW ladies were well represented ... 

 

 

Steve presents the Carbatec lucky door prize 

to Alex Parail Snr, father of new member 

(con�nued from page 9) 
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FIRST ANNUAL 

WWA SHARPENING 

WORKSHOP 
 

 

SHARING TIPS AND TECHNIQUES 

 

SATURDAY, 6 MAY 2017 

 

10.00am to 1.00pm plus BBQ to follow 
 

All members are invited to come to our 

Workshop on Saturday, 6 May for the As-

socia"on’s first Annual Sharpening Day. 

 

We plan to have 6 sharpening “sta"ons” 

where experienced members will 

demonstrate the techniques that they 

like to use in their workshop on chisels, 

plane blades and/or scrapers. 

 

It is intended to be a “hands-on” work-

shop where members will be able to see 

different approaches and try them for 

themselves. 

 

As our space is somewhat limited and it 

is a “hands on” workshop, the first sharp-

ening day will be a Members Only event.   

 

We hope to have tradi"onal, unusual and 

contemporary techniques on display.  If 

you have a favorite technique or piece of 

equipment that you would like to 

demonstrate, please contact Phil Green-

wood at: 

phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au.   
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The Australian Wood Turning 

Compe,,on 

The Australian Woodturning Exhibi"on is a 

compe""on for all levels of turners from stu-

dents (under 18s), novice, intermediate to 

master turners. It provides every turner the 

opportunity to raise their level of skill and pro-

duce pieces of art that meet the criteria of 

their peer turners who use a strict criteria in 

which to judge the pieces with a view to find-

ing the “best of” in their category.  

More informa"on can be found here:  

h2p://awtex.com.au  

From their promo"on material:  

“Many people say they are not good enough to 

enter.  Our answer to this is you don’t really 

know how good you are un�l you enter.  Even 

if you are not chosen for judging, you will get 

the benefit of expert advice on how to raise 

the bar for next year. 

Come on!! Have a go and get turning!!” 
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Back Page Jig, 

 Mor"se routed in the end 

grain of a door s"le using 

router jig guide (rock maple 

& jarrah) firmly fixed on an 

angle to accommodate the 

length: 


