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First Associa#on Mee#ng for 2017 

Please note the loca�on 

7 for 7.30pm, Monday 6 February 

Carbatec Pty Ltd’s Sydney Showroom  

113 Sta#on Street, Auburn 

There will be demonstra#ons with supper provided 

Kat Kemp’s beauful cutlery box. 

Made in the Associaon’s Workshop with the chairman’s 

guidance.  
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CHATTER FROM THE 

CHAIR, JANUARY 2017  

 

As most of you already 

know, Miko, our treasurer 

for more than 10 years, will 

be re#ring from that posi-

#on at the annual general 

mee#ng in April. She has 

done a sterling job over the 

years and has been a won-

derful, reliable and dedicat-

ed member of our manage-

ment team. I would like to 

thank her very much for all 

the work and effort she has 

put in. She will be sorely 

missed. 

 

We need someone to fill the 

void she leaves and would 

welcome anyone with ap-

propriate skills or experi-

ence to contact one of the 

commi6ee members.  

 

At our Christmas general 

mee#ng, we had two prizes 

to give away: our normal 

door prize, which was won 

by Catherine Gorrie, a new 

member who was one of 

our exhibitors at the Lane 

Cove exhibi#on, and our an-

nual free membership prize 

which was won by Malcolm 

Lucas, a member of long 

standing. 

 

Our chair building workshop 

to be run by Evan Dunstone 

will be going ahead on the  

4
th

 and 5
th

 of February  . I 

look forward to seeing some 

beau#ful results. 

My opening remarks on be-

coming Chair of our associa-

#on included the following: 

 

The main reason for me be-

ing here is threefold:  

To make stuff out of wood 

To help others to make stuff 

out of wood  

To have help in making 

stuff out of wood 

 

To this end, I propose a 

mentoring program and I 

am happy to start it off. The 

idea is that a member who 

has a project which he or 

she wishes to build will have 

a mentor who will help with 

designing, making and fin-

ishing the ar#cle. This will 

probably be over an extend-

ed period and will entail 

con#nuous or intermi6ent 

assistance from the begin-

NSW WWA Committee 

Chair: Brian Dawson 

• 0418 212 496 

• brian@valuesystems.com.au 

Vice Chair: Phil Greenwood 

• 02 9235 2874 

• phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: David Palmer 

• 02 9449 2602 

• secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Miko Nakamura 

• 02 9805 1775 

• treasurer.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com 

 

General committee members 

Adrian Amoroso 

• 0408 023 007 

• adrian@patrian.com 

John Brassell 

• 02 9680 3594 • 0414 458 829 

• johnbrassell@bigpond.com 

Peter Dunn 

• 02 4344 7806 • 0410 411 951 

• bentneck@bigpond.com 

Frank Duff 

• 02 9896 4017 • 0403 821 389 

• fwduff@optusnet.com.au 

Steve Townsend 

• 02 9719 8753 • 0411 477 075 

• steve@ibis4.com 

 

Assisting the committee 

Newsletter/Website: posi#on vacant 

Public Officer: Steve Townsend 

• 0411 477 075 • steve@ibis4.com 

Membership Secretary: Peter Hunt 

• 0418 867 870 • P_J_Hunt@msn.com.au 

• membership.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com 
 

If you’d like to join or assist the commit-

tee or be more involved in the Associa-

tion, call a committee member! 
 

Life members: Richard Crosland, Phil 

Lake, Kim Larymore, Leon Sadubin, 

Richard Vaughan and Alan Wale 

(con�nued page 3) 
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ning of the project #ll comple-

#on. I see it as a flexible ar-

rangement to meet at #mes 

suitable to both par#es. This 

would normally be in the Asso-

cia#on’s workshop but I have 

a well equipped workshop at 

my home in Killara which I 

would be happy to use. 

Part of the reason I am puHng 

this forward is that I have al-

ready tested the water with 

Kat Kemp over the months pri-

or to Christmas. We worked 

together on Kat’s cutlery box 

which was to be a Christmas 

giI to a member of her family 

(She finished it late on Christ-

mas Eve). 

We started by looking at the 

basic parameters of the pro-

ject, layout of the cutlery , 

how to  hold the various piec-

es together and so on re-

sul#ng in the overall dimen-

sions. Kat already had the 

beau#ful #mber and she 

worked step by step to 

achieve a beau#ful box. 

She only requested help when 

needed and I was careful to 

make sure she did the actual 

work. I merely suggested or 

demonstrated. I think I got al-

most as much sa#sfac#on out 

of helping Kat as she did on 

comple#ng the box.  

I will be available to help one 

or two members to do some-

thing similar in the coming 

months. I will not be available 

to start #ll March so please 

give me a ring if you are inter-

ested. 

 

 

 

 

Please note that all errata, errors of omission, 

spelling mistakes etc. for this limited edi#on 

are purely the responsibility of the (very) tem-

porary editor—the ‘Membership Secretary’;  

[n.b. no correspondence in respect of the 

above explana#on will be entered into] 

(con�nued  from page 2) 

Our Editor for the last few years, Jo 

Healy-North, has rered from the 

positon. The commi2ee thanks her 

for her professional approach and 

experse in organising and assem-

bling the newsle2er. 
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The Li2le Door 

A Report from long-#me and well respected Associa#on member and prolific contributor, Tom 

Paley. 

 

Exit Examinaons (High School, 1956) 
 

Preamble, 

 Currently I, like many others, am thoroughly disillusioned by the direc#ons being taken by 

present day technical instruc#on, Woodwork in par#cular, or whatever it’s called these days on 

the door of the classroom.  It used to be about making/craIing something from the principal 

material, whereas ……. 

Now it seems that some 80% of the study mark is about explaining what was made by what 

amounts to a staged essay requirement, with the completed item garnering some 15% or less of 

the marks awarded. 

• There is no accoun#ng for the actual #me expended, "officially 150–200 hours in total”, 

including instruc#on, learning & prac#ce. 

• There is no accoun#ng for material costs or ul#mate size. 

Many students choose to undertake some form of extra-curricular private lessons / instruc#on 

either paid or through the goodwill of the tutor. There are many reasons why such outside tu-

toring can be jus#fied: 

• Lack of equipment or facili#es at the par#cular school, 

• Reluctance of teaching staff to supervise extra-curricular ac#vi#es, 

• Inability of some students to afford/fund such ac#vi#es, 

• Some students might have an advantage through access to a rela#ve who is able to pro-

vide facili#es and/or equipment. 

For a number of such reasons, the whole subject is the harbinger of dishonesty; from being 

helped in a minor way to the complete fabrica#on of the item and the wri#ng-up of the presen-

ta#on. 

Remember, Stradivarius made violins & violas of uncompromising standards, but he couldn't 

record how: He could neither read nor write!  

 

In 1956:  
The principal methodology for the examina#on was to supply to a poten#al employer a physical 

representa#on of the capabili#es of the student. Set by independent bodies, philanthropic or-

ganisa#ons, independent of the immediate educa#onal system and government control. 

Such examina#ons were, by their nature, almost en#rely prac#cal, with the requirement based 

on a wri6en specifica#on. 

• The resul#ng pieces of work were intended to showcase the student's capacity for trade 

and trade-like occupa#ons, i.e. something to show to a prospec#ve employer therefore 

portable. 

• Open to all students for a small fee. 

• Usually taking 2-4 hr of typical HS - WS #me. 

• Representa#ve of skills learned. 

• Minimal material costs - supplied by the school; 

• The pieces made were standard through the school district. 

• The required work pieces were changed each year, and were not known to the student 

prior to the examina#on. (con�nued page 6) 
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• A prospec#ve employer was expected to 

compare such finished item with the general 

outlook of annual reports. 

Typical Examina#on requirements: 

• Woodwork and ancillary occupa#ons: The 

Li6le Door (see Specifica#on, further on); 

• Metalwork - FiHng & Machining: Making a 

cube of mild steel to specifica#on from a M/

S bar (cut, file, & machine). 

There were exams for just about any trade. 

 

Compare that with today's requirements: 

• Curriculum is a mile wide and an inch thick: 

Unaccountable!  The requirements have 

effec#vely been outsourced to the Educa-

#onalists! 

• None of the schools, government or private, 

seems trusted to mark the technical aspects 

of high school work objec#vely. 

Historically a number of private organisa#ons 

(independent ins#tutes) existed to provide & mark 

examina#ons, usually for a small fee: One Guinea 

(£1-1s, 1956), usually paid for by the school sub-

miHng each student for examina#on: 

• NUJB:  Northern Universi#es Joint Matricula-

#on Board 

• C & G:  City & Guilds of London 

• Un. Lon:  University of London 

• Un. Cam:  University of Cambridge, Local Ex-

amina#ons syndicate 

• Ox. & Camb:  Oxford & Cambridge, Schools 

Examina#on Board 

• Ox. Loc:  Oxford Local Examina#ons Board 

• Inst. of C:  Ins#tute of Carpenters 

•  

 Each was thoroughly independent of gov-

ernment of any sort, and existed as a philanthrop-

ic organisa#on, funded in the main by examina-

#on fees.  A new exam was sold each year.  In the 

case of wood trades, there was (is?) a predomi-

nance of the Arts & CraIs movement. 

 

The Li2le Door  
In one form or another - size & form - this design 

tended to appear at regular intervals from year to 

year.  No one was certain of the specimen set for 

examina#on un#l:  

• you registered and paid the fee, and 

• you received the specifica#on on the day of 

the exam. 

 

General Entrance into a Trade qualifica#on was in 

addi#on to Exit Exams. 

These Ins#tutes also sold (sell?) final examina#ons 

at the comple#on of an appren#ceship - although 

these were not compulsory. 

 

Specificaon 

• Exit Exam Yr 4 (15+ yrs) - C & G, 1953-1956, 

• 4 hr made up of 1 hr (day 1) then con#nuing, 

• Frame size (originally in Imperial measure):   

  181 mm W x 250 mm H; S#les 31 mm 

  Rails 31 mm (top), 49 mm (bo6om). 

• Mor#ce & Tenon joints for the frame con-

struc#on, 

• Stub Tenons 20 mm long haunched and 

draw-pinned, 

• A stopped chamfer on the inside (45°), stop-

ping 20 mm from each corner, 

(con�nued from page 5) 

(con�nued page 7) 
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• A loose panel, sunken into the frame, edged 

with a small radius, 

• Leave 25 mm horns to s#les, top & bo6om, 

• Assemble the door fully, 

• Clean up the piece with abrasive paper ready for 

polishing, 

• Punch name (ini#als), clearly visible in the end 

grain of a horn. 

 

Although 4 Hr was allowed, the comple#on #me was 

about 2 hr. The material was offcuts of standard 19 

mm T&G flooring, cos#ng max $3-00 (2005). 

The completed piece could be assessed and marked 

internally, externally, or by a prospec#ve employer 

during an interview. The resul#ng piece graphically 

demonstrated competency being ‘built-in’, ‘on-view’, 

‘self-evident’. 

An excellent outcome might be that the employer 

might, as a result of the competence demonstrated, 

offer a 6 month advancement on an appren#ceship / 

traineeship (plus a pay rise!). An excellent outcome to 

be strived for. 

 

Tom Paley Dip T., B.Ed. Trade & Technician Ed. 

2 Tennyson Rd (cnr Watkins St) MORTLAKE 2137 

Ph: 9743 5465 

Long specialised in bespoke cabinet making & detail 

joinery;  

Re#red licensed builder. 

 

[With apologies to Tom for the editorial licence….ed] 

(con�nued from page 6) 
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“IS THIS THE START OF 

SOMETHING BIG?” 

……..Brian Dawson 

A few months ago my son an-

nounced his “requirements” 

for his wedding giI .It was to 

be a dining table for 8, and to 

be 2.2 long and a metre wide. 

It was to be of a dark wood, 

with a “river” of natural edge 

infilled with blue, running 

down the centre. 

I had already made a coffee 

table of camphor laurel with 

a blue glass “river” infill run-

ning down the middle. When 

I showed my son a piece of 

camphor which fi6ed his re-

quirements, it was politely 

refused. It had to be a dark 

wood 

I contacted Greg Ward of 

Bou#que Timbers who has 

been a very reliable and rea-

sonable supplier in the past, 

to find a piece for me. It took 

a long #me but he finally 

came up with the goods. It is 

a beau#ful piece of red gum 

60mm thick and to the re-

quired dimensions  

Unfortunately, the wedding is 

long past but, never mind, 

Andrew does not mind 

wai#ng  

When I picked up the top, 

fortunately it was in two piec-

es. I say fortunately because 

it took 3 of us to manhandle 

one of the pieces. I weighed 

one piece – it was 75 kilos- 

and deduced that the table 

would be over 200 kilos when 

finished 

Next problem was how to 

slim the thing down to make 

it portable. (Andrew lives in 

Cairns so it has a long way to 

travel).  I contacted Richard 

Parsons who owns Canalpie 

Timbers just beyond Rich-

mond. 

Richard is well known to 

members and was responsi-

ble for the storage and man-

agement of the #mber from 

Treecycle 2016. He readily 

agreed to put the planks 

through his thicknesser to 

reduce them to 40mm.  

That is as far as I’ve got. Look 

out for instalment no 2 some-

#me in the near future. 
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If undelivered, please return to PO Box 1016 Bondi Junc#on NSW 1355  
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