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From the Chair 
Spring has sprung and it is festival season!   

First up is the Illawarra Festival of Wood at Bulli Showground.  

The festival celebrates the traditions of working with wood. 
Stuart and Suzanne Montague from the Illawarra School of 
Wood have teamed up with Christian and Tomiko Timbs from 

Japanese Tools to put together an enticing array of exhibitors, 
artisans and workshops.  Workshop day is Friday 12 October  

and the festival runs until Sunday 14 October.  

From there you can go almost directly to Wood Dust - The 
Australian and International Timber and Woodworking 

Festival which is being organised by Evan Dunstone and John 
Madden in Queanbeyan and Bungendore over 5 days from 
17-21 October.  The expression “masterclass” may be a little 

overused these days, but not at this Festival.  The first three 
days give people the wonderful opportunity to rub shoulders 

and learn from international legends like Michael Fortune and Tom Lie 

Nielsen.  The Timber and Tool Marketplace on the weekend of 20-21 
October promises to be exciting, varied and top quality.   

These festivals are a wonderful way of exposing the skills and joys of 

woodworking to the wider community as well as inspiring each of us.  I 
encourage you to support one or both of them.  The organisers invest a 
lot in these projects and it is in all our interests that they succeed. 

On the home front, lots of things have been happening at our Workshop.  
In the past two months we have run courses on veneering, box making 
and woodcarving.  Reports on these courses will be in the next 

newsletter.  The Association’s courses are a great way to increase 
knowledge and skills in a friendly, supportive environment.  

I am delighted that at our next meeting on 1 October we will welcome 
Ben Percy as our guest.  He is a very talented young maker and teacher.  
I hope to see you there.   

Phil Greenwood 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Our next meeting … 
Monday, 1 October 2018 - 7.30pm

Meet Ben Percy, designer maker teacher
Ben has been 

described as being 
at the forefront of 
Australia’s new 

generation of 
designer makers. 

Ben is a very 

accomplished 
young maker who 
has exhibited at 

Sturt and 
Bungendore as well 
as having two solo 

exhibitions.  He has 
been the subject of 
articles in AWR and 

was a recent 
speaker at the AWR 
Live symposium.  

Ben is also an inspiring teacher at Freshwater Senior Campus with 
Year 11 and 12 students and with older students at Heartwood 

Creative Woodworking.  You can see some of his work on his 
website.   

Ben will provide an entertaining presentation on the different 

aspects of his work and his particular passions with designing and 
making. 

All welcome at our new venue.   

Members are welcome to invite family and friends to attend the 
meeting. 

Please note the venue for the meeting is the Canada Bay Club, 4 
William St, Five Dock.  Plenty of parking is available.  We will be 
meeting in the William Room on the first floor. 

Meals and light snacks are available at the Club if you would like to 
partake before the meeting.  Baysia is a popular Chinese restaurant 

run by the Liu family and there is also The Brasserie with a variety 
of light and delicious meals.  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WWA objectives 

The objects of the Association are: 

• to provide a forum for networking 
and to encourage camaraderie 
amongst all those who work in 
wood 

• to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of fine woodwork 

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers 

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork as 
a career 

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and reclaimed 
timbers. 

WWA Life Members 

Richard Crosland 

Phil Lake 

Kim Larymore 

Leon Sadubin 

Richard Vaughan
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http://www.benpercydesigns.com
https://canadabayclub.com.au/
https://canadabayclub.com.au/dining.html
https://canadabayclub.com.au/dining.html


WWA of NSW Newsletter Sept/Oct 2018

News, news, news …. 
With concerns about climate change and sustainability of 
resources, it is pleasing to see that wood is increasingly being 

considered and used as a versatile and cost effective way of 
building.  However our precious forest resources require 
protection.  Australia has two standards that provide guidance and 

accountability to forest managers, manufacturers and suppliers.  
They are the Australian Forest Standard (AS 4708) and the Chain of 

Custody for Forest Products Standard (AS4707).   

Australia’s certification scheme is recognised by the global 
authority on sustainable forest management.  We now have the 3rd 

largest certified forest area in the world and 90% of large public 
and private native (timber harvesting) forests and plantations are 
certified.  The Australian Standards are developed and promoted by 

a not-for-profit organisation called Responsible Wood.  It 
administers a scheme to allow forest owners and suppliers to 
receive certification that they have complied with the Standards 

and to use the Responsible Wood mark (below) on their products.  

Keep an out eye for it!  More information is available from 
responsiblewood.org.au.  

On a similar note, a website that provides online resources for 
professionals designing and building with wood and wood 

products is www.woodsolutions.com.au. 

There is a wealth of helpful 
information about different timber 

species, their characteristics, 
qualities and where they can be 

acquired.  There are also 
resources for teachers and 
information about heritage restorations. 

WoodSolutions is resourced by Forest & Wood Products Australia 
Ltd (FWPA), a not for profit company that provides national 
research and development and promotional services to the 

Australian forest and wood products industry. 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WWA Committee 2018 

Chair:  Phil Greenwood  
9235 2874 
phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au 

Vice-Chair:  Frank Duff 
9896 4017, 0422 778 380 
fwduff@icloud.com 

Secretary:  David Palmer 
9449 2602 
secretary.woodworkersnsw@ 
gmail.com.au 

Treasurer:  Oliver Addis 
0419 016 622 
oaddis@comcen.com.au 

Committee members: 

Matt Dwight 
dwightmatt@hotmail.com 

Angus Greenwood 
0488 087 233 
agreenwood@mainbrace.com.au 

John Kirkwood 
johnkirkwood@bigpond.com 

Steve Townsend 
9719 8753, 0411 477 075 
steve@ibis4.com 

Shane Wiechnik 
0448 798 955 
swiechnik@gmail.com 

If you would like to join or assist the 
Committee or be more involved in the 
Association, please call any Committee 
member.

~Wood 
~ Solutions'· 

design and build 
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The second AWR Live symposium “Tools for 
Design” was held on 4 August at Cockle Bay and 

provided an excellent opportunity to hear different 
perspectives from a variety of established (Roy 
Shack and Prof Helmut Lueckenhausen) and 

upcoming designers and makers (Ben Percy, Laura 
McCusker and Adam Markowitz) about issues 

relating to developing a career in woodwork.  

 A consistent theme from the speakers was the need 
to be true to oneself and believe in yourself.  

However the realities of business require designers 
and makers to listen carefully to critical reviews 
from appropriate people and to consider them 

deeply - easier said than done.    

These symposia are organised annually by Linda 

Nathan, editor of Australian Wood Review, who by 
reason of her position, connections and long 
involvement in Australian woodworking, is able to 

bring together an entertaining and engaging panel 
of speakers who are at the coal face can give us a 
real insight into the issues that confront them.  We 

look forward to hearing what is planned for 2019. 

Speaking of AWR, the Association congratulates 
Linda on the publication of the 100th issue of 

Australian Wood Review.   

For over 25 years 
Australian 

woodworkers 
have benefitted 

from the 
knowledge and 
learning that is 

imparted in every 
edition.  
Introducing a 

new magazine to 
the market is 
always a risky 

venture and requires real vision, fortitude, hard 
work and perseverance.  The success of the 

endeavour can only be measured by the acceptance 
it receives, the esteem in which it is held and its 
longevity.  On all those counts, AWR has excelled.   

But it goes further than that.  Linda, supported by 
her husband, Raf, has contributed to the Australian 

woodworking community in many other ways 
including the establishment of the Timber and 
Working with Wood Show in 1988 and more 

recently the AWR Live symposia and the upcoming 
AWR Studio Furniture 2018 exhibition in October 
2018 at Bungendore.   

This work over 30 years has helped many Australian 
makers, businesses and woodwork enthusiasts.  It 
continues unabated.  We salute everyone involved 

and express our appreciation and gratitude. 

At our general meeting in June we had the privilege 
of hearing in detail about the design and 

construction of International House at Barrangaroo 
which was the world’s largest commercial building 
built from wood at that time.   

Peter Jackson has drawn our attention to the fact 
that construction is underway of a (slightly) taller 

building in Brisbane.  Here is the link to the ABC 
report on the building - http://www.abc.net.au/
news/2017-06-22/all-timber-office-building-to-be-

built-brisbane/8642424.  Thanks Peter. 

In 2008 Landline reported on the commercial 
growing of African Mahogany in the Northern 

Territory and the complaint from some that it was 
taking prime cropping land out of production.  
More recently, in August 2018, Landline reported on 

a group of farmers near Townsville, Queensland  
growing African Mahogany for commercial harvest 

and the increasing use of the timber by local 
makers.  The report in Episode 30 can be viewed on 
at http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/landline/.   A 

transcript of the earlier report is also available in the 
Landline archive.  Thanks to Peter Hunt for drawing 
this to our attention. 
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After all the festivals,  Brian Dawson will be 
conducting a two day course for 6 people who 

would like to make a Shaker Step Chair.  This is a 
handy addition to workshop or kitchen and involves 
basic jointing and shaping  techniques.   

The course will be conducted at our Workshop on 
Monday and Tuesday, 12-13 November 2018.  The 

cost is only $100 for members who wish to bring 
their own timber or $200 for those who would like 
the timber supplied. 

This course is limited to a maximum of 6 people.  If 
you wish to attend please register your interest with 
David Palmer at 

secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com.au. 

Stuart Faulkner, former head of Sturt School of 
Wood and now the principal of Heartwood Creative 

Woodworking, has agreed to run a 5 day table 
making workshop in January 2019 for members at 
his premises at Marrickville. 

More details to follow.  Expressions of interest 
should be directed to David Palmer at 

secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com.au. 

Welcome to our new members Caroline Lawrance, 
Ryan Volpetti, Geoff McClellan, Bryan Johnson and 

Warren Lesnie.  

Caroline is an architect and licensed builder and 
work as a heritage specialist.  She has had an 

affinity with wood and woodworking tools since a 

very young age. Caroline loves to construct 
anything from timber, but especially enjoys 

making furniture using salvaged timbers.   

Shane Wiechnik has been a valued member of 
our Committee since the AGM in April  but we are 

losing him. 

Shane is off to obtain a Graduate Diploma in 
Conservation of Furniture and Related Objects 

from West Dean College, pictured below.   

The course runs from 1 October 2018 to 14 July 
2019.  West Dean College is a small school 

located near Chichester in West Sussex, England.  
The school focuses on object conservation and 
the arts. It has small classes, a workshop with all 

day access, a collection of historic objects, and 
connections with museums around Europe.  

Shane will be living at the school for the time of 
his study.  It looks pretty good!  We hope to get 
regular reports from Shane on his progress and 

wish him well. 

At our last general meeting, Bette and David 
Petrie from Cut Carve Create at Cromer spoke 

about the CNC service that they provide to 
woodworkers.  This can provide an excellent way 
to get a project completed quickly and efficiently.   

Further details are available on their website at 
www.cutcarvecreate.com.au.  They welcome 

enquiries from members who may wish to get 
quotes or who would like to chat about CNC. 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �5

Upcoming courses … 

Welcome

Farewell
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The Sydney Royal Easter Show will run from Friday 
12 April to Tuesday 23 April 2019. 

Whilst there are a large number of categories for 
crafts such as knitting, leatherwork and embroidery, 
there are only 9 categories for woodworking.  They 

are: 

• Wood carving  

• Wood Inlay and/or marquetry 

• Platters/bowls 

• Segmented woodwork 

• Innovative 

• Model or miniature in Wood made from 
scratch 

• Small furniture item 

• Wooden box work 

There is also a class of Wood Craft for under 20 year 

olds. 

To promote public awareness and appreciation of 
fine woodwork, the Association is sponsoring  a 

prize of $150 for the Small furniture item category 
and $150 for the Wooden box work category. 

For the past few years, it has been noticeable that 

very few exhibits in these classes have been on 
display at the Show.  We made enquiries of the RAS 
and they advised that the number of entries for each 

class has been remarkably low.  We should turn this 
around and ensure there is a fine display of varied 
and interesting woodwork at the Show.  Accordingly 

the Association is encouraging all members to 
consider exhibiting at the Show.   

The cost is only $14 per class per exhibit using 
the RAS online facility.  It is accessed at 

www.rasnsw.com.au/arts.  If you wish to enter 
offline, the cost increases to $25.  Paradoxically, 
to enter offline you have to go online to download 

and print the application form. 

Online applications may be submitted by 17 

January 2019 but offline applications are due by 6 
December 2018.   So they are clearly providing 
incentives to enter online! 

We suspect that some people are disinclined to 
enter because it is tiring to jump through all these 
hoops.  So we are working with the RAS to see if 

we can streamline the application process and 
make it simple and easy for members.  Members 
who are interested in entering exhibits are invited 

to contact David Palmer at 
secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com.au.   

Items do not ned to be delivered until Friday 9 

March 2019 or Saturday 20 March 2019.  
Exhibits may be offered for sale for over $20 and 
the RAS takes a 25% commission including GST 

for entries sold during the Show. 

Please consider showing Sydney your handiwork. 
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Handy hint 

Seen in Fine Woodworking magazine…  

When grain direction isn't obvious to 
the eye, dampen a paper towel and 

lightly rub the surface of the wood with 
a back-and-forth motion.  The moisture 
causes the grain to rise just enough to 

catch the fibres of the towel when 
rubbed in one direction but not the 

other.   

If you have a handy hint to share, 
please send it to the editor for 

publication.
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Bridie’s Piano 
 
In May an email went out to all members on behalf 

of renowned blues and boogie pianist Bridie King in 
search of a woodworker who could help her out. 
Her beloved piano of many years had unfortunately 

been damaged beyond her ability to have it 
repaired, and she was hoping to find a woodworker 

in NSW who would be willing to salvage it in some 
way so that she could keep it in her life. 

“The provenance of the wood is intriguing”, she 

wrote. “The Richard Lip piano building company 

from Stuttgart in Germany, acquired wood from a 
bridge in 1880 that was then 200-300 years old, 

with which to build its pianos. I think we can 
project that my piano's wood is at least 300 years 
old.” 

Bridie has been working as a musician for all of her 
life. She studied classical piano for 16 years, and 

has been performing, recording, and teaching music 
for over 40 years, and this particular piano had 
travelled with her for a lot of that time. 

A few of our members reached out to Bridie 
interested in the timber. One of those members, 
Shane Orion Wiechnik, was the manager for the 

woodworking department of The Bower Reuse and 
Repair Centre at the time, who was excited by the 
history of the timber and the idea of transforming it 

yet again into something that can have a life of its 
own. 

“So much of how we sell our bespoke program at  

 
the Bower is in finding ways to make use of 

sentimental timbers to make unique things for our 
clients. We had just wrapped up making a dining 
table for a client using hardwoods they’d pulled out 

of her federation home during renovation.” 

Shane met with Bridie and discussed the piano over 

tea shortly after in order to find a way to save it. 
Upon inspection, he found that most of the timber 
interior of the piano was construction softwoods 

similar to Douglas Fir which lined up with the 
narrative of it having been salvaged bridge timber. 
The exterior of the piano had been veneered with a 

walnut burl. It was the ironwork in the piano, 
however, which astonished the two of them the 
most.  

“Once the front of the piano had been pulled away 
we just stared at this beautiful iron piece on the 
soundboard and both of us agreed that we wanted 

to show that off somehow.” 

The project in the end became a lot simpler (and a 
lot cheaper) as they decided not to completely 

disassemble and reuse the timber, but instead to 
modify the existing piano to serve a new function. 
Bridie had a digital piano she used a lot for lessons 

with students which currently stood on an ordinary 
metal frame, and so it was determined that the old 

piano would be transformed into a digital keyboard 
station. 

The keys were pulled away and the timber frame 

upon which the keys stood was reshaped and 
modified to suit the digital keyboard. The front of 
the piano was left naked, and the cover for the 

original keys was mounted just above where the 
keyboard sat so that it could continue to be used as 
a music stand. 

This deconstructed design was not what either of 
them had in mind when they first met, but as they 
sat looking at it in the end, they both agreed it was 

the right call and she was very thankful that this 
sentimental object had not been relegated to 
landfill.  

A job well done. 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Plane Day 2018 
 
This July we hosted for the first time a day event 

dedicated to that classic and essential 
woodworking hand tool, the Plane.  

Members who came were welcome to look over a 

collection of various common and rare tools, ask 
any questions they had about these wonderful 

devices, and get hands on advice in tuning up and 
restoring planes of their own. The event ran from 
10am-3pm on Saturday the 14th of July and was 

catered for by Steve Townsend. Those who were 
able to make it had a fun and insightful time in the 
workshop getting the chance to talk to multiple 

experts. 

Brian Dawson had a small portion of his incredible 
hand plane collection on show for hands on 

interrogation. With him were dozens of timber and 
steel bodied planes of all makes and ages, and 
Brian generously made many of them available not 

just for looking at but for demonstration and 
trialling by members. He was also over the course 
of the day able to assist in the restoration of a 

number of planes brought in by members, 
including a timber bodied plough plane and a 
spokeshave. 

John Kirkwood, as well as helping out with any 
member questions or queries, demonstrated the 

effective use of his handmade shooting boards, and 
Shane Wiechnik had his homemade scrub plan on 
hand for members to trial its effectiveness in quick 

material removal. He also demonstrated the 
transformation of an old German timber smoothing 
plane into another scrub plan which was given to 

Steve Townsend as a thank you for making lunch. 

In all, it was a great day for inquisition and 
exploration among members who either have a 

love and respect for this traditional piece of kit, or 
who may have been intimidated by them before.  

Shane Wiechnik 
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Timber and Working with Wood Show 2018 
For the first time this year, Phoenix Exhibitions 
became the owners of the Timber & Working with 

Wood Show, also for the first time the Show was 
held at Rosehill Gardens Exhibition Hall.  The 
Director of Phoenix Exhibitions, Candy 

Tocknell'Gray managed the Show. 

The venue was generally considered superior to 

Olympic Park, parking was plentiful and free and 
the Hall was comfortable and airy with a carpeted 
floor.  

The space we ordered and had confirmed was 8 x 4 
metres with two adjacent walls, however we 
discovered during setup we were allotted only 6 x 3 

metres a 44% reduction and only part of one wall. 
Candy was sympathetic and apologised, however 
there was little she could do.  Our stand was 

therefore too crowded and noisy and did not work 
as well as it otherwise may.  Very disappointing. 

The crew involved in the setup of the stand did an 

amazing job on the Thursday,  with the difficulty of 
less space, the team adjusted the layout smartly and 
efficiently.  Particular thanks to Ken Pitman who 

provided his van and oversized trailer able to 
transport all the  large equipment.  The other 
Members involved in the setup and pack up Sunday  

were - 

John Connors, Peter Dunn, Bill Morey, John 

Kirkwood, Phil Nanlohy, Richard Leniston and 
Shane Wiechnik who tagged all the electricals. 

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we had interesting 

woodwork techniques being demonstrated 
continuously on both benches as well as a good 
display of  items of woodwork across the back of 

our stand.   

Credit to the Demonstrators who all attracted a lot 
of attention.  The demonstrations were Blade 

Sharpening by Peter Dunn, Marquetry by Peter 
Harris, Use of Jigs by John Kirkwood,  AngleMag 
by Ian Stewart, Scraper Sharpening by Steve 

Townsend,  Dovetailing by Claire O'Reilly and Phil 
Nanlohy, and Shellac Finishing by Nik Teply.   

Richard Leniston was responsible for the excellent 
signage for each of the demonstrations, plus 

'Benefits of the Association'  and  'Membership 
Offer' signs in full colour and laminated.  Richard 
also made the black fabric covers for the 3 folding 

display tables. 

The visitors commonly confused us with Mens' 

Sheds, however when we had the opportunity to 
talk to visitors there was a lot of interest in what we 
offered and we signed up several new Members at 

the Show.   

The Membership deal on offer was A Basic 
Woodwork Course & Membership to end December 

for $90. 

Information leaflets we handed out included  -  

 1. A list of  Woodwork Schools run by Members 

2. Details of the one day Basic Woodwork Course 

3. Advantages of joining the Association 

4. About the Association & Application form 

Members who lent items for display were - 

Matt Dwight (3 Bowls), Colin Carr (box), Peter 
Dunn (box), Brian Dawson (3 boxes),  Richard 

Crosland (ship's propeller), Angus Greenwood 
(box), Peter Harris (4 boxes), Phil Nanlohy (bedside 
table),  David Palmer (2 boxes & small table),  Gary 

Roberts (3 boxes & 2 candlesticks),  Alex Springall 
(3 boxes), and  Leon van Vliet (Chair & box).  

Unfortunately Leon's chair did not get the space it 
deserved due to the reduced size of our stand. 

On Sunday the show closed at 4.00pm. Ken Pitman 

had somehow managed to get his van and trailer 
into the loading bay early and our crew cleared our 
stand, secured the benches and loaded the rest of 

our gear. By 4.30pm we were packed up ready to go 
- our crew was extraordinarily efficient.  

My sincere thanks to all Members involved. 

David Palmer 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Dates for your diary 
Remember that our Workshop at 1 Spring Street, Abbotsford is open to members each Wednesday and 
Sunday… 

12-14 October - The Second Illawarra Wood Festival 
A festival to celebrate, preserve and promote the traditions of 
‘working with wood’.  Bulli Showground from 10am-5pm.  

Workshops include the art of coopering, spoon carving, plane 
and chisel sharpening, making a “Jimmy Possum chair”, how 

to mill timber, pyrography, making a shaker box, router table 
basics, woodturning and 3 different types of joinery. 

More details available at www.illawarrafestivalofwood.com.au. 

 
17-21 October - Wood Dust, the Australian International 
Timber and Woodworking Festival in Queanbeyan and 

Bungendore, NSW.   
For five days Queanbeyan and Bungendore will be the centre 
of the woodworking world as local and international 

celebrities descend for a series of ‘Yarns’, woodworking 
masterclasses, and a world class fine furniture exhibition all 
topped off with a timber and tool marketplace that you won’t 

want to miss. 

The Wood Dust festival will take place across a number of 
venues. In Queanbeyan from 17th–19th of October, daily 

masterclasses will run at the Dunstone Design Workshops 
featuring North American and Australian woodworking 

masters including Michael Fortune, Andy Buck, Vic Tesolin, 
Ross Annels, and Bern Chandley.  An opportunity for 
woodworkers to meet and share stories, techniques and 

wisdom.  Featuring woodworking classes, lectures, displays, 
stalls and local and international celebrities.  More details 
available at www.wooddustaustralia.com. 

Thurs-Fri, 1-2 November -  Basic Tool Making, Molong 

A basic introductory course on the making of hand tools 
suitable for woodworkers, carvers, sculptors, jewellers, 

chair makers and artisans.  Skills covered include heat 
treatment (annealing, hardening, and tempering) shaping, 
cutting, grinding, sharpening and polishing.  $280 with 

materials all supplied.  More details available at 
www.geofftonkin.com.au. 

Mon-Tues, 12-13 November - Making a Shaker step-chair.  
A workshop to develop skills and make a very useful step-
chair for your workshop or as a Christmas gift for a loved one.  Run by Brian Dawson.  Please register interest 

to David Palmer at secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com. 
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Meet a member… Takashi Nishiura 
 
Hi members, I am going to introduce you 

this month to one our professional 
members. His name is Takashi Nishiura and 
he is a long-standing member of our 

association and a most talented furniture 
maker and fine woodworker, some fine 

examples of his work are with this 
interview. 

 Takashi has lived in Australia since 1988 

and is a married man with two adult 
children.  I have seen and admired his work 
on a number of occasions, some that come 

to mind include an exhibition we held at 
the Chifley Centre where Takashi exhibited 
and sold a number of clocks and a floor 

lamp that also was sold.  I have to say, from 
my memory of the exhibition, that his 
pieces made up the majority of what was 

sold.  He also exhibited a very nicely made 
Japanese style cupboard at the Royal Easter 
show when our Association had an 

exhibition there about five years ago.  In 
our last exhibition at the Lane Cove Gallery 
he exhibited a large sculpture which 

performed like an almost 2-metre-tall spiral 
xylophone which played a tune when a 

wooden ball was rolled down the keys. Unfortunately, it didn’t sell however it was very popular with the 
lookers. 

Q. Did you have an interest in woodworking from a young age? 

A. As a child I lived in Tokyo, there was probably not a lot of opportunity when I was younger and started my 
secondary schooling in a boarding school in the country and stayed in boarding schools in the country until I 
finished school and college.  When I finished college, I decided to train as a Cabinet Maker. In Japan it is a 

little different from Australia.  I went to a training school which is somewhat like a TAFE here. The course is for 
one year and concentrates mainly on the use and preparation of hand tools and the execution of joints. Some 
time is also given to use of some machinery. 

Q. Do you need to get an apprenticeship whilst doing this course? 

A. No there is no apprenticeship for this in Japan. When I finished the course I got a job, it was a commercial 
job in a family business and it was mainly in preparing restaurants in a chain of restaurants that operated in a 

similar way to Macdonalds. 

Q. Was that cabinet making similar to what is done in Australia? 

A. Yes similar in that we used the same materials such as chipboard and MDF, however, in Japan when 

assembling the cabinets, they were put together with mortice and tenon joints and dowels and other proper 
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joining methods, we didn’t use screws and 
nails. 

Q. What happened next? 

A.  I really wanted to do some fine 
woodworking and I took another job and did 

that for about 3 years.  In 1988 I decided to 
take a break and travel to Australia, New 

Zealand, America and Canada just to have look 
around. It was to be a working holiday and 
Australia was my first stop.  I was here for some 

time and money became a little short so I took 
a job that was to last for 3 months as that was 
the term I was allowed stay to work.   

The owner of the business wanted me to stay on and he sponsored me for permanent residence. I was granted 
a visa and I have been here ever since.  I worked for him from 1988 to 1994 and I decided to go out on my 
own and try to make my living from fine furniture making. I bought a Felder combination machine and I set up 

my business in a factory unit in Manly Vale hoping to produce furniture but finally realised to keep food on 
the table I still needed to make cabinets so I purchased a panel saw. I now own that factory unit and I make 
furniture along with shop fitting, some in Japanese restaurants, display cabinets, wine cabinets often in the 

Japanese style. 

Q. Did you ever get to see those other countries? 

A. Unfortunately no. 

Q. Do you have any plans for the future? 

A. I would like a change and I have considered a 
number of options, I even think that I would like 

to return to Japan, not to a city, but the country 
where I could buy some land and I would like to 

try a self-sufficient style of living, of course, any 
decisions on our future would also have to be 
made together with my wife. 

Q. Thank you Takashi for your story and your time. 

Postscript - After I had finished my interview I was talking to Takashi and his future plans came back into the 
conversation and he elaborated on his thoughts on returning to Japan. He said that his return to Japan was 

something that he was considering as an option for the future, however, in relation to the present he would 
like to change what he is doing now and that he does want to change what he does for his living.  In this 
regard he would like to sell his factory unit which is fully equipped with quality machinery and tools. If 

anybody is interested or knows of someone that may be interested then Takashi can be contacted on 
0421484182 or by email on takashi@japanwoodworking.com.au.   

Peter Dunn 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A3-31
Planer - Thicknesser

Outstanding results, innovative developments 
and impeccable quality standards make the 
woodworking machines from Hammer and 
Felder a class of their own.

RL125
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

N440
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

Tradition - Innovation - Perfection: 
A decision without risk

K3
Sliding 
Table Saw

 FELDER-GROUP AUSTRALIA
NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au
WA Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au
QLD Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au
VIC Melbourne, Email: info@feldervic.com.au
www.hammer-australia.com

NSW (02) 4735 1011

WA (08) 9209 3055

✆

 Immediate-Info :

QLD (07) 5543 5599

VIC (03) 9018 8346

A3+K3+N4400_Woodworking_210x297_26.01.2018_AUD_2018_4c.indd   1 06.02.2018   13:11:20
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Richard Crosland’s 

School of Fine Woodwork 

All tools are provided and work in 
progress can be stored at the Alexan-

dria workshop. 

Phone 02 9313 4142 

www.crosland.com.au 

Our member advertisers…

Finishing fort e 
re,creational 
woodworker 

Take e ystery o to 
finishing furni ure. Learn 
ho to prepare and ·nish 

a oode su ace. 
Increase your knowledge 
of he different materials 

and ools used. You ·11 lear 
o to finish it : oil, 

shella and water-based 
po yurethane 

For booking 
call 0425 217 269, or 

nik 
niktep yre-storations.oom.au 

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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Terry Gleeson’s School of Woodwork  

We teach woodwork, turning, carving, 
dovetailing and other joinery in our fully 
equipped workshop at Middle Dural in 
Sydney's North West. Tuition to suit all 
skill levels from novice to advanced. Fully 
equiped workshop. Small class sizes. 

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural  
Phone 02 9651 1012  

thechairmaker@optusnet.com.au 

Our Supporters…

113 Station Rd, Auburn 
9648 6446 

Mon - Fri   8.30am-5pm 
Sat   8.30am-12.30pm

'Yerty §fee II 

ma er of 
'Fine 'Funiitur: 

www.heartwaadcreathre.cam.au 

-1) JE~A~~l~INTl~D~ERS 

TIMBER, TOOLS AND MACHINERY SALES. 
Visit our all new purpose built showroom. 

NSW distributors of Jet and Powermatic 
woodworking machinery. Over 80 species of 

timber for cabinet & furniture making, joinery, 
boat building, wood carving & turning. 

15 Railway Rd North, MULGRAVE 2756 
Ph: 02 4577 5277 Fax: 02 4577 6846 

Email: sales@trendtimbers.com.au 

www.trendtimbers.com.au 

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Attention: Workshop Users 

The workshop is a great resource for members. 
Volunteer workshop supervisors provide their 
time to help members, ensure safe work practices, 
take care of the machinery, and train members 
safe and effective in machine use.  

You should be aware of our Liability Insur-
ance.  You need to understand that if you are in-
jured at the Workshop as a result of your own 
carelessness, you are not covered by the Associa-
tion Liability Policy.  If the Association is negligent 
in supervising the operation which caused injury 
then the Association is covered for any claim. We 
aim to ensure everyone works safely.  

There are clear statements on display at the 
Workshop regarding the safety responsibilities of 
Members and Supervisors.  Please read these 
carefully before starting any work. 

 

Surplus Tools, Machines and Equipment 
The Committee has decided that surplus tools, 
machines and equipment will be sold to members. 
All such items will be advertised to all members, 
listed in the Newsletter, and displayed at the Gen-
eral Meetings. Stay tuned for announcements. 

 

 The Bower Re-use & Repair Centre  
is an environmental charity and cooperative com-
mitted to reducing waste going to landfill. Our 
shopfronts in Marrickville and Parramatta sell 
furniture, appliances, household goods, salvaged 
building materials, bikes, books and more. It’s a 
treasure trove of delights with new items arriving 
daily. You never know what you’ll find – all at in-
credibly low prices. 
You can learn a new skill with The Bower’s ‘Tricks 
of the Trade‘ workshops – in basic carpentry, 
furniture repair and restoration, furniture 
painting or introductory upholstery. During 
school holidays we offer kids’ recycled art and 
mosaic workshops. 
Need something repaired? Visit The Bower’s Re-
pair Cafe for free assistance with dodgy electrical 
items, wobbly bikes and rickety timber furniture. 
The Repair Cafe operates on Wednesdays, 1pm – 
4pm at Marrickville and on the last Saturday of the 
month, 10am – 12pm at Parramatta. 
 

 

High quality furniture timbers. Slabs up to 1 metre wide, boards, burls, burt slic

es, blocks, hardwoods, sofhvoods. ackay cedar, Austalian red cedar, Rosewood, 

snake vood, Queensland maple, camphor Laurel, Huon pine, bluegum, redgum, 

greygum, flooded gum, tallowood, blackbutt, bla wood, pencil 

cedar, Hairy oa , and S sil y oaks, and more. Cheap camphor boards and slabs 

for benches, bars, tables, cutting boards or food display boards. 

Delivering to ewcastle, Central Coast and Sydney Metro. Small orders can be 

collected from Cremor'1e, Maccas Heatherbrea or ng. 

Boutique Timbers 
256 Spokes Road, Ballengarra 

16km est of Pacific Highway, tum onto Rollands Plains Road at Telegraph Point. Fal
lo rv road for 16km, turn left at Spokes Road and travel 2.5 m of gravel road. Visitors 

welcome from 7 to 7, 7 days a wee 

Phone Mal or Greg - 02 6585 8296 or 0416 096 827 

Sydney enquiries - 0407 613 002 
boutiq uetimbers.com.au 

.A... sd~iGn~~"sce~Sooo~ Gi;;; Fwhoofil.; 

Training Australia's fine woodworkers since 1985 

1 -Year Fine Furniture Design & Technology 
Choose the full year or take a term at a time, get serious about 
furniture. Taught by some of the best furniture makers from 
Australia and overseas, we offer unrivalled teaching, bench 
time and workshop access. Sturt also offers a wide range 
of woodwork courses for all skill levels throughout the year. 
WE ARE NOW INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR 2019. 
See: www.sturt.edu.au/education/1 year-fine-furniture 

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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Suppliers of specialty timbers, for cabinet 
makers, furniture builders, joiners, boat builders, 

musical instrument makers, shop fitters, 
architects and restorers. 

Mon to Fri, 8am – 4pm  
Sat, 9am – 11:30am 

 
144 Renwick St, Marrickville, NSW 2204 

Connect
 LIKE @Woodreview

 FOLLOW @woodreview
 SEARCH Wood Review TV

Online
Stay informed on all the news & event info.  

Sign up to receive our FREE weekly eNewsletter. 
VISIT woodreview.com.au

Subscribe
Never miss an issue of Australia’s premier 

woodworking & woodcraft magazine.  
SUBSCRIBE & get it delivered straight to your door

Contact
EMAIL subscription queries to 

subscriptions@yaffa.com.au or CALL 1800 807 760

woodreview.com.au

LIBERON PRODUCTS AUSTRALIA 
PTY. LTD. 

Liberon products have been known around 
the world since the early 1900’s initially 
created in France.  They have an enviable 
reputation for high quality restoration and 
the finishing of wooden furniture and 
antiques.  Over the past few years a number 
of new products have been added to the 
large Liberon range.   

For a full colour catalogue, email Carol 
at carol@liberon.com.au.   

Members receive our products at 
wholesale prices, plus postage/freight. 

P.O. Box 306, EUMUNDI QLD 4562 
Telephone 07 5471 1028 
Web www.liberon.com.au 

ANAGOTEITli 
SPECIAL TIMBERS 

Heard They're Good? 

• High Quality 

• Easier Driving 

• Better Control 

• Longer Life 

• Heat Treated Steel 

• Small Body Diameter 

• Sharp Point 

Try Them! 
;. 

Wide Range of Sizes 
'2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12 and 14 Gauge 

from 1Crnm to 100mm 

INSTY-BITS range of ql.ick 
chmgetools 

Introductory Pack 
500, •a and 10 Gauge screws 

wi1h oiver induded 
$46.00 inc. post 

Tel: 1300 551 810 

BUY ON-LINE AND SAVE! 
www.screwitscrews.com.au 

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
mailto:carol@liberon.com.au
http://www.liberon.com.au
mailto:carol@liberon.com.au
http://www.liberon.com.au



