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From the Chair 
Last year I failed miserably in trying to encourage members to enter 
items into the Royal Easter Show display for woodwork.  I thought it 

would be good to increase the number and diversity of fine 
workmanship on display to the general public and thereby inspire 
greater appreciation of the skills involved and perhaps even ignite some 

passion in observers.  Oh well.  If you are interested for 2020, entries 
close on 30 January and the details are on the Royal Agricultural 

Society website.     

This year I am going to try and encourage members to get involved with 
a charitable activity or to involve other members in your charitable 

activity.  Woodwork has the wonderful ability to bring out the best in 
people, whoever they are.  It can give people confidence and make 
them feel worthwhile.  It can make them feel humble and appreciative 

of the skills of others.  Everyone is always learning and developing, 
from the least skilled to the most experienced.  And so woodwork can 
bring people together, whatever their age or background.   

At Christmas time especially, it is a time to look around us and see where we can extend a helping hand to 
someone who is having a rough time.  This is much more important than trying to win a ribbon at the Royal 

Easter Show and I hope that I have greater success in this attempt at 

encouragement.  Please let me know if you know of a charity that the 
Association could help. 

Our next meeting on Monday, 2 December will be our usual Christmas 

celebration and there will be a Chinese banquet upstairs starting at 
6.30pm.  I hope you will make the effort to come - it should be fun.  At 
the meeting, “Mr Bagpipes” Robert Pearce OAM will regale us with 

bagpipe stories, Steve Townsend has a great little talk on The Wall in 
Tasmania and some entertaining YouTubes, and members are 

encouraged to Show and Tell their recent successes and failures.  I look 
forward to seeing you there.   

For those who cannot get to the meeting, I wish you all the very best for 

the holiday season and the start of 2020. 

Phil Greenwood 
www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �1

Contents 

From the Chair 

Our next meeting -  2 December 

News, news, news… 

Timber planes and memories 

Many thanks to … 

Tongue-drum making course 

A wonderful workshop retreat 

WoodDust 2019 review 

Meet a member - John Brassell 

Using up timber #2 

November/December 2019

The Woodworkers' Association of NSW Incorporated

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au


WWA of NSW Newsletter Nov/Dec 2019

Our next meeting … 

Monday, 2 December 2019 - 7.30pm 
 

Robert Pearce OAM 
Robert Pearce is the 

principal of Bagpipe 
Services Australia and 
makes bagpipes using 

African Blackwood and 
Alternative Ivory.  Robert 
will be giving a 

presentation on how he 
works with African 
Blackwood to create the 

chanters, blowpipes and 
mouthpieces with great 
precision and what lessons 

he has learned from his 
years of using African 

Blackwood.   

Steve Townsend + The Wall 
The Wall is a huge and stunning sculpture - 3m high and 100m 
long - in Huon Pine in the middle of Tasmania.  It has to be seen to 

be believed.  Steve visited The Wall and will share the story and 
some pictures of this amazing ongoing work by Greg Duncan.  

Show and tell 
For our Christmas meeting, we traditionally invite members to bring 

along something they have made and put it on display for other 
members to admire and ask about.  Big or small, simple or 
intricate, completed or underway -  everyone is invited to bring 

something along.  

Members are welcome to invite family and friends to attend the 
meeting.  Please bring your membership name tags to make it 

easier for people to say hello.  We will also have name tags to write 
on for visitors.  

As usual, the venue for the meeting is the Canada Bay Club, 4 
William St, Five Dock.  Plenty of parking is available.  We will be 
meeting in the William Room on the first floor. 
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WWA objectives 

The objects of the Association are: 

• to provide a forum for networking 
and to encourage camaraderie 
amongst all those who work in 
wood 

• to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of fine woodwork 

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers 

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork as 
a career 

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and reclaimed 
timbers. 

WWA Life Members 

Richard Crosland 

Phil Lake 

Kim Larymore 

Leon Sadubin 

Richard Vaughan

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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News, news, news …. 
A very warm welcome to our new members      

Gwen Brassell, Leigh Sage,  Warwick Jones,  Tom Thomas,  Tim 

Griffiths and Tamryn Griffiths. 

We look forward to meeting you at the next general meeting and at 
our Workshop.  Please make yourself known to as many members 

as possible.  We hope you will immerse yourself in the activities 
and spirit of the Association.  

WWA courses, your ideas please! 

One of the benefits of all of the work that has gone into the 
creation and maintenance of the Spring Street workshop is that it 

gives the Association a location where it can hold courses. In 
addition to supporting members’ skill development, the courses 
introduce new members to the Association, showcase 

woodworking techniques and make better use of the existing 
resource. 

In 2019 we have run 10 courses attended by about 50 people over 

21 days.  Most of the courses provide an introduction for novice 
woodworkers or introduce a new skill for experienced wood 
workers.  There were three ‘beginners’ courses and two carving 

courses that were well attended. In addition, there were courses 
where participants made boxes, drums and tables or where they 
used the turning lathe or learnt how to work with veneer. None of 

these courses would have been possible were it not for the 
generosity of the members who planned, organised and delivered 
these experiences for our members. Thank you to all who have 

worked to add this dimension to the Association. 

Over the end of year break the committee will be thinking about 
what courses should be offered in the coming year.  Please get in 

touch with Phil Nanlohy who, with Clare O’Reilly, is looking after 
this planning (contact details in adjacent column). 

What sort of woodworking skills would feature in a course that you 
would attend?  How long should a course run?  What day/s of the 
week would suit you best?  

We will be gathering your thoughts in a number of ways so please 
respond and let us know what you think. 

Phil Nanlohy 
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WWA Committee 2018 

Chair:  Phil Greenwood  
9235 2874 
phgreenwood@gmail.com.au 

Vice-Chair:  Frank Duff 
9896 4017, 0422 778 380 
fwduff@icloud.com 

Secretary:  David Palmer 
0415 188 605 
secretary.woodworkersnsw@ 
gmail.com.au 

Treasurer:  Oliver Addis 
0419 016 622 
oaddis@comcen.com.au 

Committee members: 

Richard Leniston 
0402 306 249 
richard_leniston@hotmail.com 

Phil Nanlohy 
0416 022 252 
philnanlohy@gmail.com 

Clare O’Reilly 
0423 360 023 
clareoreilly@iinet.net.au 

Steve Townsend 
9719 8753, 0411 477 075 
steve@ibis4.com 

If you would like to join or assist the 
Committee or be more involved in 
the Association, please call any 
Committee member.
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Geoff Tonkin is running another Basic Tool Making 
course at his property near Molong with the very-

talented Ian Percival on 2 and 3 December. 

Skills covered include heat treatment (annealing, 
hardening, and tempering) shaping, cutting, 

grinding, sharpening and polishing. 

The cost is only $280 with all materials supplied 

and you will have the opportunity to make at least 
two tools of your choice using simple metalworking 
hand tools.  You can call Geoff on 0427 677 226 or 

email him at geoff.tonkin4@bigpond.com. 

Congratulations to Richard and Paula Leniston who 
recently supported the Royal Flying Doctor Service 

and the North Queensland Cowboys Foundation by 
donating a beautiful cutting board (that Richard 
made) and a Global Chef’s knife for an auction in 

Townsville.   

Richard generously donated the cutting board in the 

name of the Woodworkers Association of NSW.  The 
auction raised a total of $44,000 for the two 

charities and Richard and Paula’s donation raised 
$700.  Well done! 

Peter Harris conducted another successful 
Veneering course for members in November. I 

happened to visit during the course and was 
amused to see that the only person who had cut 
themselves was the instructor - whilst telling people 

about being careful!!  It goes to show just how far 
our instructors will go to demonstrate the 

importance of what they are talking about.    

Here is the the happy group of Kerry, Peter, Mike 
and Geoff showing off their new talents. 

A few items have gone missing from the Workshop!   

They include a Veritas dovetail saw, a Groz coping 

saw and a 300mm Toledo steel rule. 

These items are for the benefit of all members of 
course and get regular use.   

If you have recently visited the Workshop, would 
you please check to see if any of these items have 

inadvertently made their way to your home?   

We will be delighted to see them back at the 
Workshop. 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oops!!!  MISSING TOOLS
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Timber planes and memories 
Last year Steve Townsend gave a talk about Fred Ward, one of Australia’s leading furniture designers in the 
1950’s.  During the war years, Fred was seconded to the Dept of Aircraft Production and worked on the 

Mosquito Bomber.  This was one of the most outstanding aircraft of the war and was made using laminated 
hardwood spars and a plywood skin.  Fred Ward acted as the main liaison officer between the British designers 

and the Australian manufacturers. 

Earlier this year, our member Tom Paley provided an article about the history of woodworking planes.  Now he 
shares some memories about another timber plane - the Mosquito bomber…   

Its origins go back a long 
way.  In late 1940, France 
fell to the advancing 

German army, or more 
particularly, France 
became divided into two; 

occupied France & Vichy 
France under Petain. 

The loss of France was 

more than just a defeat, 
although De Gaulle re-
established an army of 

France “in exile” - “Free 
French” in England and 
parts of the French 

Empire, principally in 
Algeria. Syria & Lebanon also chose sides to throw in their lots.  In Algeria, sections of the Legion 
D’Angleterre (Foreign Legion) decided, in the true tradition of the Legion, to fight on. 

The net result of the loss was cessation of bauxite ore exports (aluminium) which came from France and the 
Balkan area.  Without aluminium it severely curtailed the production of aircraft, especially those of modern, 

stressed skin construction, such as the “Supermarine Spitfire”.  

In desperation there was the Hawker Hurricane.  This had a much simpler construction technique, basically a 
frame of steel tube “longerons” covered over with Irish linen, stretched tight and doped to stiffen it 

aerodynamically.  [In engineering, a longeron is a load-bearing component of a framework.] Not as fast as a 
Spitfire but its simplicity made it easy to repair and refurbish (just patch up the bullet holes) but its material 
was readily to hand, basically the same as was used in World War I.   

So the hunt was on to find an alternative material with minimal aluminium components - fast, manoeuvrable, 
lots of horsepower.  Enter the Mosquito - the “Wooden Wonder” - with two Merlin engines, fast and 
manoeuvrable.  Stripped down to save weight, with little or no armament, it soon became a photo 

reconnaissance aircraft, flying low and fast, armed principally with cameras. 

So how was it made?  The system, then ground breaking, was waterproof, gluing technology.   Thin plywood - 
typically 1/16” and 1/32” thick birch; a wooden frame - principally spruce and ash - preferably log 13 (13 

annual rings per inch - 2 quarter sawn - such trees only grow near the snow-line - very slowly); covered over 
with Irish linen and doped over. 
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The method of building, using what became known as “the de Havilland sandwich”, was a layer of ply, layer 
of Balsa wood, layer of ply, covered in linen and doped over - very light and very strong. 

But it was a stop-gap measure, until the Americans got going with vastly improved designs and industrial 
capacity, i.e.. the “B17” Super Fortress was manufactured on an assembly line 5 miles long at a rate of one 
every 45 hours, “around the clock”.   

So we come to Australia’s “Mosquito”.  It was conceived as a plane which could possibly be built in Australia. 

We theoretically had plentiful supplies of timbers, but nothing resembling spruce and ash.  The plywood 

industry and chemical industry was practically non-existent.  But there was some.  Simonds Plywoods, 
Homebush, with government backing set about methods of finding suitable timbers to slice and glue very thin 
3 ply.  They already had a manufacturing plant to produce “glue film” which could be reactivated by the 

application of heat with the capacity to make large ply sheets 12ft x 8ft. 

However in reality there were no known species with the high strength, low weight, flexibility compared to 
spruce and ash.  Little was known of timber technology of many Australian species.  Compromises had to be 

made. The result was  that the finished product turned out to be much heavier and therefore slower than its 
original.  The only saving grace was that engineers had managed to screw more horsepower out of Merlin 
engines. 
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A3-31
Planer - Thicknesser

Outstanding results, innovative developments 
and impeccable quality standards make the 
woodworking machines from Hammer and 
Felder a class of their own.

RL125
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

N440
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

Tradition - Innovation - Perfection: 
A decision without risk

K3
Sliding 
Table Saw

 FELDER-GROUP AUSTRALIA
NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au
WA Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au
QLD Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au
VIC Melbourne, Email: info@feldervic.com.au
www.hammer-australia.com

NSW (02) 4735 1011

WA (08) 9209 3055

✆

 Immediate-Info :

QLD (07) 5543 5599

VIC (03) 9018 8346

A3+K3+N4400_Woodworking_210x297_26.01.2018_AUD_2018_4c.indd   1 06.02.2018   13:11:20

Terry Gleeson’s School of Woodwork  

We teach woodwork, turning, carving, 
dovetailing and other joinery in our 
workshop at Middle Dural in Sydney's 
North West.  

Tuition to suit all skill levels from novice 
to advanced.   

Fully equiped workshop.  Small class 
sizes. 

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural  

Phone 02 9651 1012  

thechairmaker@optusnet.com.au 

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au


WWA of NSW Newsletter Nov/Dec 2019

The development of glues became crucial.  A “Sea Venom” dropped over the side of the Melbourne and was 
fished out.  Unfortunately the waterproof glue on the ply components was not completely waterproof and it 

started to delaminate.  Still it was about 25 years old, “ancient for a plane”.  

I joined de Havilland as my second job in Australia after they  
combed the country looking for suitable expertise.  Just four 

of us found ourselves in Hanger 4, “a rag tag bunch” of 
individuals known as “the welders & bodgers”, the mister 

fixits.  We made things work.  The impossible “might take a 
bit longer” refurbishing out of date jets for the coming war 
with Indonesia.  What war?  It got postponed!  Officially, I 

was an Aircraft Wood Worker, 1st class. 

The orders were simple, “put guns in anything that will fly”.  
Australia then had just two Mirage fighters, assorted Saber 

jets left over from the war in Korea and Sea Gannets (carrier 
based).  We had two aircraft carriers then.  So as a third string 
were Vampires and its carrier based variant Sea Venoms. 

Principal problem?  Cracked main bulkheads, which just 
happen to hold the wings on!  Cut out the defects, splice in 
replacement of 1/16 3 ply.  Splice to be 1” wide, permitted 

glue line 1,000’s of an inch - no feather edge - fore and aft, 
port and starboard - total 4 patches.  Piece of cake!! 

Best job I ever had!  6 days a week, 12 hour days.  1 

patch = 8 hour, but with practice, 6 hours or less. 

Small problem…  no gluing if the temperature went 
over 80 degrees F.  The humidity was outside limits 

(glue went off too fast).  Threw away a lot of spruce to 
extract suitable “Log 13” quarter sawn. 

It was a rule that if you signed a plane out, you went 
up in it.  Nothing like being “responsible”.  But I was 
very disappointed over my test flight. 

Test pilot was just in RAAF uniform.  No flying suit.  
First thing he did was pull my harness so tight I 
couldn’t move. Said, don't touch anything.  Spent 

some time on the taxi way chatting on the radio 
before rocketing down Bankstown Drome.  Did a 
tour of the western suburbs and landed, “flight over”.  

No aerobatics, nothing - took at most half an hour.  
Very disappointed.   

Some of the great mysteries of World War II 

Country with large stands of spruce suitable was Sweden - officially neutral?  Finland - then engaged in war 
with Russia - officially allied to Germany?   Both these countries had highly developed expertise in very thin 
veneers in birch plywood or very high grade???  In addition Sweden had a world monopoly on the 

manufacture of “ball bearings”?  The only other source of spruce/ash/birch was Canada.  But like Australia it 
lacked the expertise required to exploit the resource. 
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Canada also had large deposits of bauxite (aluminium ore) however there was a small matter of the Atlantic to 
cross.  Balsa wood from South America?  So where did the resources come from????  In hindsight, the vast 

deposits of iron ore in the Kimberley, Western Australia and bauxite at Gove, Northern Territory were yet to be 
discovered. 

PS:  Wood is still used in the construction of planes but has mostly been superseded with other composite 

material.  

Tom Paley 

Many thanks to… 
The contributors to this newsletter - Tom Paley, Steve Townsend, Valerie Odewahn, Peter Dunn and Phil 
Nanlohy. 

Our Workshop Supervisors for October/November - Peter Harris, Peter Dunn, Peter Munro, Gordon Joseph, 

John Kirkwood, Phil Nanlohy and David Palmer. 

Our Course Instructors - Peter Harris, Matt Dwight, Clare O’Reilly and Phil Nanlohy and Course Organisers - 
Clare O’Reilly and Phil Nanlohy. 

The speakers at our last General Meeting - Steve Townsend, John Brassell and Gordon Joseph. 

The Workshop maintenance team - Peter Harris for keeping the machines running so well, John Kirkwood for 
keeping things sharp, fixing the vice on the bench and acquiring our excellent new pipe clamps, Jacob 

Grossbard for tagging our electrical equipment, and Troy Sellers for his assistance in working through some 
electrical issues. 

Tony Anderson for suggesting our upcoming speaker, Robert Pearce OAM and facilitating his willingness to 

speak. 

David Palmer for being Secretary of the Association and the Workshop Supervisor Super-Organiser.   

Peter Hunt, our Membership Secretary, for keeping our database up-to-date, sending out this newsletter and 

processing all the renewals of subscriptions in the New Year; and  

Oliver Addis, our Treasurer, for returning from overseas finally and making sure we are solvent.  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Richard Crosland’s 

School of Fine Woodwork 

All tools are provided and work in 
progress can be stored at the Alexan-

dria workshop. 

Phone 02 9313 4142 

www.crosland.com.au 
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Tongue drum course with Robert Towler 
In late September three members of the Association undertook a two-day Tongue Drum Course. Tongue drums 
come from Africa. Basically, they are wooden boxes 

made from special woods with patterns cut into the top to 
give different notes when the “tongues” are struck. 

The course was run by Robert Towler, a cabinet maker, 

wood carver and drum maker.  Phil Nanlohy spotted 
Robert at this year’s Timber, Tools and Artisans Show. 

Robert was demonstrating tongue drums and running 
workshops on them and other wood courses.  Phil asked 
him to run a course in our workshop. The three 

Association members who took the course were Michael 
Sladek (left), Michael Tsiminadis (right) and Steve 
Townsend (bald).  

Brazilian purpleheart was chosen for the drum top as it is a particularly “musical” wood. The sides and 
bottoms of the drums were made from African snake wood. The tongues were cut into the top of the drum 
using a jigsaw and sanded smooth. Some of the tongues were drilled out underneath so a more resonate note 

could be achieved. 

Much of the course involved cutting the sides and bottoms of the boxes to size and then fitting them together 

with Festool Dominos. The boxes had to be clamped securely with many clamps and left aside while the glue 
dried. Then there was a great deal of work in carefully planing and sanding the drums smooth. All joints 
needed to be absolutely tight to ensure there is no unwanted vibration when the drums are played.  The 

drumsticks were made from 4mm dowel glued into a silicon rubber ball and then tightly covered with black 
fabric. 

All the course participants were pleased with what they achieved and happily left the course plink-plunk-

plonking their drums. Steve Townsend 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �9
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A wonderful 
workshop retreat  
 
One of our members (I will call him “X”) has a 

fabulous retreat and workshop on the Central 
Coast just an hour or so from Sydney.  The 
photo to the right is the view from the 

workshop!!   

X escapes regularly from a busy professional 

life in Sydney to refresh his spirit and recreate 
in a bush setting.  We had the pleasure of 
visiting X and his wife (Y) at their retreat for a 

wonderful lunch of hand-made pasta and a 
bottle of wonderful wine (or was it two?).   

The workshop takes up most of the 

bottom level of the retreat.  I can 
enviously report that the workshop 
has every piece of kit known to man 

- table saw, band saw, drop saw, 
jointer, thicknesser, linisher and 

spindle-moulder. To make things 
worse, it is immaculately 
maintained, beautifully lit and well-

organised with comprehensive dust-
extraction throughout.   

X is a Festool follower 
and worships his 

Domino machine 
especially. 

Of course anyone can 

have a superb 
workshop (?!) but can 

he actually use it 
well?   

Sadly, yes.  X makes a 

wide range of 
furniture for family 
and friends.  Tables 

are his favourite items 
but he enjoys making 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �10
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smaller pieces with interesting design lines.  And he is quite prolific as you can 
see from the photos below of some recent work.  But everyone has their 

weaknesses.  X doesn’t enjoy sanding - can you imagine that?!  And hand tools 
do not feature highly in this workshop. No sentimental display of old wooden 
planes that are lovingly sharpened and oiled for posterity.   

Fortunately Y loves the retreat as well.  She has a beautiful studio in an 
elevated mezzanine level of the retreat where she creates wonders of a 

different kind.  Thanks X, Ed.  

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �11
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Wood Dust 2019 - The Aust/International 
Timber and Woodworking Festival 
Valerie Odewahn  

I was a little surprised to see that, after a 

stimulating introduction at a recent WWA 
NSW meeting, I was the only person who put 
up their hand intending to go to Wood Dust 

this year.  I thought John Madden’s innovative 
plan for Wood Dust sounded exciting and 

well worth supporting.  

It was a very cold, windy and wet weekend 
in Melbourne last August. But most woodies 

– many used to working in unheated 
workshops - came well prepared with beanies, scarves and warm clothing. Check-in was seamless in the Fab 
9 premises in Footscray with plenty to look at before proceedings began: workshops in progress, samples of 

work all about, with the trade tables located in the undercover carpark, a location that was even cooler than 
the main venue. The trade section was quite small, but all showed their usual enthusiasm for their products. 

There were six streams for the talks and it was only possible to choose four each day, but it was also easy to 

move around between all the talks and demonstrations. Six streams may have been a little ambitious given the 
number of attendees this year, but hopefully this will pick up next time. The format was very good I thought, 
but the interest and skill levels of attendees at each session varied enormously, making it difficult for presenters 

to know where to pitch their presentations. The cost was at a premium, which would suggest that it was aimed 
at dedicated woodworkers and not so much at younger or early woodworkers that some of the talks were 
aimed at. I am sure for a first try at this format a lot was learnt by the organisers. A particularly good feature 

was that there was time allowed to talk to presenters and fellow woodworkers between sessions (something 
that is often not possible at these events), talk enhanced with delicious lunches and tea breaks.  

There were some good speakers listed and the sessions I attended were very informative.  Some talks were a 

little drawn out perhaps but overall I found it really worthwhile and I thoroughly enjoyed the event.  Apart 
from learning more about sharpening, history, kumiko, new tools, chairmaking, joinery, tools etc I made some 

new contacts and friends. Somehow, I managed to not over spend on all the new tools I just had to have! I had 
enjoyed Wood Dust 2018 in Bungendore and Queanbeyan but this one was entirely different. The location 
and quality of the speakers are important factors for me.  Would I attend the next Wood Dust? Most likely.  

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �12

Canada Bay Club membership - Just $3.30 pa or $11 for 5 years 

Benefits of membership include  - reward points every time you swipe your 
membership card to purchase food, drinks and other services at the club, discounted 

food and drink benefits, free parking, birthday rewards, health and fitness classes, 
discounted holiday accommodation in NSW’s beautiful Forster 

Join at reception next time you visit the Club.   
More details at https://canadabayclub.com.au/membership.html 

https://canadabayclub.com.au/membership.html
https://canadabayclub.com.au/membership.html
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Meet a member - John Brassell 
 

Hi all, this time I would like to you meet a good friend 

of mine, John Brassell.   

John is one of our longest standing members, in excess 
of 27 years, and although he isn’t a professional 

woodworker in the sense that he made his living by 
woodworking he certainly has amassed the knowledge, 

skills and stubbornness to get it ‘just right’ that it would 
take to be a successful professional.   

He has also been generous with his time in relation to 

our Association with donations from time to time and 
serving on the committee as well as helping run many 
exhibitions, judging shows, supervising the workshop 

and passing on knowledge to other members. 

Q. John, would you like to tell us something about your 
earlier life? 

A. I was born in 1940 at Bondi Junction and I was the 
last of 5 boys.  It was a difficult time for my mother as 
my Father died in 1941. I went to St Ann’s until the end 

of 1945 when we moved to Parramatta and continued 
school firstly at St. Patricks and then Parramatta Marist Brothers.  I played many sports there and joined the 
Police Boys Club and took up boxing. I kept up the boxing until 1962.  I was starting to get a little knocked 

around but by then I had won a Golden Glove and other titles. 

Q. How did you get into woodworking?  Did you do any woodworking at school? 

A. No, but when I was about 13 or 14, during the school holidays I got my first taste of woodworking when I 
was the glue boy, working in the joinery shop, at the Cat and Goldsmith timber yard. It was a large timber yard  
on Victoria Rd, Parramatta and they made timber windows and doors and other things as well a selling timber.  

I applied for an apprenticeship at a company called Jim Jackson and Sons as a furniture maker, but I had to 
wait until the following year.  To fill in time I took a job at Hylands Grocery Store serving behind the counter.  
It was next door to a glass merchant, Grouse and Brown Glass Service and I got to know people there and I 

was offered an apprenticeship as a Glass Cutter and Glazier which I accepted.  In 1957, whilst continuing to 
work at the Glaziers, I put my age up and joined the 1st 15th Royal New South Wales Lances Regiment, a 
Tank Regiment at Parramatta.  I made good and long-standing friends there.  I did my Officer Training there 

and down at Puckapunyal Military Base.  We did 2-week camps and weekend camps during the year, a great 
experience. 

I met my wife Gwen in 1963 on a church trip to Armidale.  Gwen was a Nursing Sister at the local hospital 

and was in a similar group and we married in 1964.  We built a house in Baulkham Hills and moved in.  In 
1966 and we already had our first child and by then I had been made the Company Sales Manager.  Then 2 
more children and a promotion to assistant General Manager responsible for the business at Parramatta, 

Annandale and Liverpool.  During this time I had been making pieces of furniture for us and toys for the kids 
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and I still wanted to be a furniture maker.  I left 
the company in 1969 after suffering a nervous 

breakdown, it was a hard time especially for 
Gwen and the kids. 

I decided to start my own glass company at 

Baulkham Hills, On The Spot Glass, and it grew 
into a very large operation employing 22 staff.  In 

1987 I had an offer to sell and jumped at the 
opportunity and went on the board of the parent 
company as Marketing Director.  I couldn’t stand 

the rubbish that went on and left after 6 months. 

I took a job in commercial real estate, got a 
dealer’s licence and studied Strata Management 

and a course in Strata Law.  Along with Gwen and 
my son, a licensed builder, we started to build our 
house a Kurrajong and that is when you and I met.  

We had both bought our acres on the same day. 

Q. I remember when you turned up at the back 
door of the outer shell of my house and you were 

aghast to see me, along with my young brother, 
hammers in hand and about to embark on 
building the entire timber frames and roofing 

structure and 70 metres of veranda. I think you 
might have saved me about a 2 month’s hard 

work when you walked away and came back with 
your nail gun and compressor.  I also recall when 
you came up one day and insisted that you be 

allowed to glaze all of my refurbished windows 
and doors, you were a glazing demon, your 
fingers moved so fast that they were just a blur.  You were 

certainly into woodworking by that stage.  What happened 
next? 

A. One of the best things that ever happened to me, I always 

wanted to be a furniture maker and in 1992 I was accepted 
into the Sturt School for Wood.  What a year!  The best place 
in Australia to study fine woodwork and design. Owing to a 

bout of ill-health I did the course over 2 years finishing at the 
end of 1993.  Every time I go back it’s just a wonderful 
feeling.  My teacher was Tom Harrington, rest in peace, he 

was great bloke and an inspirational teacher.  I had one of the 
best times of my life.  I joined the Association in 1992. 

Q. What was your major piece for the end of the course? 

A. A dining chair that I built and designed (right).  Since then I 
have made the remaining seven chairs and a large round table 

to go with them. During the course we also made other things 
and planes and a marking gauge. 
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Q. I am aware that list is only a small part of what you have made over the years. What are some more 
examples? 

A. Oh, an outdoor jarrah six-seater dining table and chairs, spotted gum bench, Tasmanian myrtle dining 
table, firewood box, blanket boxes, jewellery and various 
other boxes, a couple of Shaker rocking chairs, various 

coffee tables, a sideboard, wine rack and 14 stools and 
I’m sure there are other furniture items.  

Q. Any projects happening now? 

A.  I have just finished a Kumiko Shoji screen (right). 

Q. So what’s next? 

A.  I am aiming to complete five guitars for my family. 
The first three are complete.  One is a classical guitar and 
2 are Martin 45’s (photo below). The remaining two will 

be a variation of the Martin 45’s. I originally studied 
guitar making with Gerard Gilet about 10 years ago. I am 
at present using the workshop of Steve Toscano, a guitar 

maker, but I have almost finished all the jigs and other 
equipment I need to work in my own workshop. 

 
Q. I think you have also upgraded the resident’s woodshop in your village and because of taking on various 

projects within the village had it equipped with some modern equipment for the residents to use. 

A. Yes it has been improved and we have just procured a saw stop table saw. 

Thanks John for spending the time for this interview. 

Peter Dunn 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Useful ways to use up bits of timber - 
#2 Make a “memory” table 

I find it hard to discard pieces of timber, so they tend to 

accumulate.  When the pile gets too high, it’s time to find a 
useful way to use the bits of timber.  Idea #1 was to make a 
Christmas tree.  You have probably done that by now (not).  

So here is idea #2 - put a whole lot of off-cuts together to 
make a table top, then create a story around it that makes the 
table seem really special…  

A son was moving into new accommodation.  Their existing 
table didn’t fit very well.  They didn’t’ want to spend any 
money.  Hey Dad, reckon you could knock something up?  

Mmmm, like what?  Something rustic.  Perfect!  

Of course the design depends on what size pieces of scrap you hoard.  Mine tend to be small, so step 1 was to 

find a piece of old (but flat and stable) board and cut it roughly to the desired size.  

Step 2 was to pull out lots of scraps and lay them out on the board.  That was when the penny dropped (for the 
first time) that they were all different widths and thicknesses, so this wasn’t going to be all that simple after all.  

And some of them weren’t all that straight either.  Decision time - go to the workshop and put them on the 
jointer or just pick the ones that looked pretty good and hope for the best?  He did say rustic, so I go for option 
2, but I did use the drop saw to square up the ends.   

Step 3: start gluing and clamping, one piece at a time.  That works really well if you are willing to spend a 
couple of years on this table.  I quickly moved to doing a few at a time.  Unfortunately I had not learned about 
clamping cauls at this stage, which I would now highly recommend you use (see last newsletter and as 

discussed and demonstrated at our last meeting).  When 
completed, it looks pretty rough, but it will get better.  And by 
now you have become re-acquainted with some bits of wood 

that had come from all different places and that you had 
especially saved for some important but unrealised purpose. 
Some are particularly beautiful and interesting, each with its 

own story. Maybe part of an old chair, discards from friends 
moving house, bits from an old bookcase or a tree in the 

backyard.  This is really quite a special collection of 
memories! 

Step 4: now the fun bit, putting it through the thicknesser at 

the workshop.  But it’s too wide.  So you have to saw it into 
lengths that fit through the thicknesser and then glue them 
back together again using a domino-cutter or biscuit-joiner.  

And the penny drops again - the table can only be as thick as 
the thinnest piece of wood (if you want it to be flat).   

Step 5:  A quick sand and some wipe-on polyurethane. Voila! 

A memory table that your son must never part with (while 
you are around)!  A new family heirloom!
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Attention: Workshop Users 

The workshop is a great resource for members. 
Volunteer workshop supervisors provide their 
time to help members, ensure safe work practices, 
take care of the machinery, and train members 
safe and effective in machine use.  

You should be aware of our Liability Insur-
ance.  You need to understand that if you are in-
jured at the Workshop as a result of your own 
carelessness, you are not covered by the Associa-
tion Liability Policy.  If the Association is negligent 
in supervising the operation which caused injury 
then the Association is covered for any claim. We 
aim to ensure everyone works safely.  

There are clear statements on display at the 
Workshop regarding the safety responsibilities of 
Members and Supervisors.  Please read these 
carefully before starting any work. 

 

Surplus Tools, Machines and Equipment 
The Committee has decided that surplus tools, 
machines and equipment will be sold to members. 
All such items will be advertised to all members, 
listed in the Newsletter, and displayed at the Gen-
eral Meetings. Stay tuned for announcements. 

 

 The Bower Re-use & Repair Centre  
is an environmental charity and cooperative com-
mitted to reducing waste going to landfill. Our 
shopfronts in Marrickville and Parramatta sell 
furniture, appliances, household goods, salvaged 
building materials, bikes, books and more. It’s a 
treasure trove of delights with new items arriving 
daily. You never know what you’ll find – all at in-
credibly low prices. 
You can learn a new skill with The Bower’s ‘Tricks 
of the Trade‘ workshops – in basic carpentry, 
furniture repair and restoration, furniture 
painting or introductory upholstery. During 
school holidays we offer kids’ recycled art and 
mosaic workshops. 
Need something repaired? Visit The Bower’s Re-
pair Cafe for free assistance with dodgy electrical 
items, wobbly bikes and rickety timber furniture. 
The Repair Cafe operates on Wednesdays, 1pm – 
4pm at Marrickville and on the last Saturday of the 
month, 10am – 12pm at Parramatta. 
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