
WWA of NSW Newsletter Jan/Feb 2019

From the Chair 
I hope everyone had a relaxing and happy festive season with some 
time working with wood and, thereby, reinvigorating the spirit.   

A new year brings a new sense of anticipation and enthusiasm for what 
the year may hold.  The Committee has been busy organising courses 
and activities for members this year.  As always, we welcome 

suggestions and ideas from members.  We would also like to challenge 
members to consider how they could contribute to the Association.  

Everyone has something to contribute.  The accomplished 
woodworkers have their knowledge and experience to share.  They can 
offer to conduct short courses or be supervisors at our Workshop.  

Other members have other skills and abilities to contribute.  It might 
be arranging an interesting speaker for a meeting, offering to help to do 
some maintenance at the Workshop, manning the WWA stand at a 

Show, assisting with the newsletter or even organising a barbecue at 
the Workshop.  I look forward to 
receiving your calls, emails, texts, letters (!) or taps on shoulder with 

offers to help. 

Just a gentle reminder that on-line applications are still open for people 
to exhibit at the upcoming Royal Easter Show.  The closing date is 30 

January and the cost is only $14.  It would be good to see a larger body 
of work on display which may inspire others to become involved in 
woodwork.  Delivery of exhibits is not until 29 or 30 March, so there’s 

still time to make a family heirloom or at least something for the family 
to talk about.  To submit an application, just click here and follow the 

instructions. 

In the last newsletter I wrote about the Bruce Leadbeatter prize for 
woodwork for a school teacher.  The winner was Andrew Knight and I 

am delighted that Andrew has accepted our invitation to bring his Ripple 
Box and speak at our next meeting on Monday, 4 February.  And the 
indefatigable Steve Townsend will finally tell us all about tool steels.  

More details on the next page.  Our new WWA shirts have arrived and 
the will also be available for collection at the meeting. I hope to see you 
there.       Phil Greenwood 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Our next meeting … 
Monday, 4 February 2019 - 7.30pm

Andrew Knight - teacher/maker 

Andrew teaches Industrial 
Technology at Northmead Creative 

and Performing Arts High School.   

He won the recent challenge given to 
all NSW woodwork teachers to 

submit a project where they 
designed, documented and created a 

piece of fine woodwork.  (Further 
details later in the newsletter.) 

Andrew will speak about his winning 

project - an innovative, Ripple 
Document box - and discuss developments and trends in the 
education of young people in our high schools in relation to 

woodwork and associated skills. 

… and adjourned from our December meeting… 

Steels ain’t steels 

There is a bewildering array of steel alloys designed to do very 

specific jobs.  What’s the best one for a woodworker’s plane blades?  
Chisels?  Other tools?  

What is the difference between 01 steel, A2 steel and PM-V11 
steel?  And what do those names mean? 

We sent Steve Townsend out to research the topic thoroughly.   At 

the meeting he will give a presentation which he promises will 
make the choices clear and simple.  We’ll see …  

Members are welcome to invite family and friends to attend 
the meeting. 

Please bring your membership name tags to make it easier for 

people to say hello.  We will also have name tags to write on for 
visitors.  

As usual, the venue for the meeting is the Canada Bay Club, 4 

William St, Five Dock.  Plenty of parking is available.  We will be 
meeting in the William Room on the first floor. 

Meals and light snacks are available at the Club if you would like to 
partake before the meeting.   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WWA objectives 

The objects of the Association are: 

• to provide a forum for networking 
and to encourage camaraderie 
amongst all those who work in 
wood 

• to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of fine woodwork 

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers 

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork as 
a career 

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and reclaimed 
timbers. 

WWA Life Members 

Richard Crosland 

Phil Lake 

Kim Larymore 

Leon Sadubin 

Richard Vaughan

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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News, news, news …. 
A very warm welcome to our new members -  

Alexander Buist, James Cable, Matthew Egan, Anthony Gleeson, 
Jacob Grossbard, Nicholas Hodgkinson, William Hodgkinson, 

Charlie Kingsford, Jean Kropper, Kayla Power, John Stabback and 
Kevin Wallace. 

We look forward to meeting you at the next general meeting and at 

our Workshop.  Please make yourselves known to as many 
members as possible.  We hope you will immerse yourself in the 
activities and spirit of the Association. 

In November, a judging panel of the Woodworkers Association of 
NSW selected Andrew Knight as the winner of the inaugural IIATE 

Bruce Leadbeatter Woodworking Award for Teachers. 

Andrew submitted a document box as his entry in the competition.  
The judges were impressed with the concept behind Andrew’s 

project - he wanted to create a valuable teaching tool that touched 
upon design, technique and functionality in a way that was 

accessible for all his students. 

The box is intended to provide 
a springboard for discussion 

with students about the 
selection of different 
materials, the required 

structural elements and the 
variety of techniques that can 
be used when making a piece 

of fine woodwork.  

Andrew’s entry provided a 
clear and comprehensive description of the processes he went 

through in both design and construction of the box.  Most 
importantly, Andrew demonstrated his excellent craftsmanship 
skills in each stage of the construction of the box.  He has 

challenged himself with the use of many different techniques, 
including veneering, Kumiko and marquetry.   

His close attention to detail and artistic talent will undoubtedly be 

an inspiration to his students.  We applaud Andrew for his 
devotion and commitment and look forward to his talk at our 

general meeting on 4 February.  

The judging panel comprised our Hon. Secretary, David Palmer, 
Stuart Faulkner (former Director of Sturt School for Wood and 

Head Teacher of Furniture and Product Design at Lidcombe TAFE) 
and Philip Greenwood (Chairman). 
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WWA Committee 2018 

Chair:  Phil Greenwood  
9235 2874 
pgreenwood738@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair:  Frank Duff 
9896 4017, 0422 778 380 
fwduff@icloud.com 

Secretary:  David Palmer 
9449 2602 
secretary.woodworkersnsw@ 
gmail.com.au 

Treasurer:  Oliver Addis 
0419 016 622 
oaddis@comcen.com.au 

Committee members: 

Matt Dwight 
0438 698 032 
dwightmatt@hotmail.com 

Angus Greenwood 
0488 087 233 
agreenwood@mainbrace.com.au 

John Kirkwood 
johnkirkwood@bigpond.com 

Steve Townsend 
9719 8753, 0411 477 075 
steve@ibis4.com 

Clare O’Reilly 
0423 360 023 
clareoreilly@iinet.net.au 

If you would like to join or assist the 
Committee or be more involved in 
the Association, please call any 
Committee member.
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Member Geoff Hannah OAM was featured in a 
delightful segment of the ABC 7.30 program on 

Tuesday, 8 January.  You can see it on ABC iView. 

Geoff is an extraordinary craftsman and his creation, 
the Hannah Cabinet, really needs to be seen to be 

believed.   

The Lismore Regional Gallery is seeking to raise 

funds to purchase the Hannah Cabinet so it can be 
housed permanently in Geoff’s home town.  
Members are encouraged to view the website http://

www.hannahcabinet.com for details. 

David Eden recently wore his WWA shirt to Share - 

a before-and-after school childminding facility in 
Summer Hill where two of his grandchildren attend.  

The manager saw David’s shirt and asked if he could 

teach the infants and primary schoolchildren how to 
make things out of wood, like native animal nesting 
boxes.  She thought it would boost their confidence 

if the children got to drill holes, nail, glue and screw 
things.  She said that Share would pay for materials 
and wages at contractor's rates if he could come 

one day a week during school term or perhaps a 
week during school holidays. 

This story illustrates at least two things -  good things 

come from wearing a WWA shirt; and some 
educationalists appreciate the positive impact of 
woodwork on children of all ages. 

Many members will remember Alan Perry who is 
pictured here 

giving a talk for 
the WWA at a 

Timber and 
Working with 
Wood Show.   

Alan was one of 
our very gifted 
members who was 

a master-teacher 
and maker.   

In a publication 

about Industrial 

Arts teachers, I recently came across these details 
about Alan’s background… 

Alan became an apprentice cabinet-maker in 1954 
at Ricketts and Thorp, furniture makers, in the 
cabinet shop sewing-machine section.  After his 

apprenticeship, he became a Draftsman, then a 
Furniture Designer, Estimator and Site Supervisor.   

In 1973 he joined TAFE as a teacher of Cabinet-
making in Sydney.  He also spent a year teaching in 
England at the London College of Furniture.  In 

1981 Alan was appointed Head Teacher of 
Cabinetmaking at Lidcombe TAFE.  In the mid 
1990’s Alan was involved with the Furniture 

Industry Training Council in designing a short 
program in awareness and training in 
Cabinetmaking, Wood Machining, Upholstery and 

French Polishing/Furniture Finishing.  Alan retired 
from TAFE in 1998. 

As this history suggests, Alan was multi-talented.  

He was also very generous with sharing his 
knowledge and Alan gave many helpful and 
insightful presentations at our general meetings and 

workshops.   

We wish Alan all the very best in his retirement 
from the Association and hope to see his return 

soon. 

A letter to the Editor…
The Christmas meeting held last night was a great 
success.  Thirteen pieces made by members were 

displayed and discussed. It was good to see the 
enthusiasm of the makers and those present 

discussing and explaining the work.  There was a 
feeling of bonhomie amongst all of us.  

The workshop supervisors were presented with well 

stacked hampers and as one of the recipients and 
on behalf of the workshop supervisors I would like 
to thank the committee for their generosity and 

thoughtfulness.  We were surprised and delighted . 

However, no-one thanked the committee at the 
meeting (on driving home I wished I had  done so).  

Committee members are often taken for granted and 
if it wasn’t for their generous and often time-

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �4

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
http://www.hannahcabinet.com
http://www.hannahcabinet.com


WWA of NSW Newsletter Jan/Feb 2019

consuming efforts, the Woodworkers Association 
would not function. 

 So, on behalf of the membership I would like to 
thank the committee for their sterling work over the 

year, for running the many training courses, for 
generating many new members and for keeping the 
Association alive and well.  Particularly, I would like 

to thank Chairman Phil for his sterling work in 
producing the newsletter and directing operations. 

Brian Dawson  

An update on our ongoing attempts to have the 
Henry Kendall Collection preserved, enlarged and 

curated… 

We have (finally) received an email from Forests 
NSW that a report will be prepared in the new year 

for the chief executive on the Collection.  The 
communication states that “you can be assured that 

we are looking into the issues you have raised on 
restoration, a ‘home’ for the Henry Kendall 
Collection and its future.”  

Spoon carving is an ancient and genteel activity.   

As many of our members are genteel, we thought 

we would investigate the possibility of a talk and/or 
a workshop on spoon carving.  We have made 
contact with some of the best known spoon carvers 

in the country - Fiona Glover in Canberra, Carol 
Russell in Brisbane and Jeff Donne in Pambula - and 

are discussing the possible ways of getting together. 

It would be helpful to receive expressions of interest 
from members who would like to attend a spoon 

carving workshop.  If you might be interested, 
please just drop an email to Gordon Joseph at 

gwjoseph@bigpond.net.au. 

Fiddes has been making a wide range of finishing 
products for nearly 100 years.  Originally an English 

company, it expanded into Europe, Asia and the US.  
Fiddes Australia is offering WWA members free 
shipping of its products anywhere in Australia. 

The full range can be seen on their website - https://
www.fiddesaustralia.com.  A minimum order of $50 

applies.  

Tasmanian Blackwood for sale… 

Garry Macey has a quantity of air dried (approx 15 

years) Tasmanian Blackwood which he is willing to 
sell in the following sizes - 300x50, 200x50, 
100x100 and 75x75.  Please direct any enquiries to 

Garry at garmac.gsm@bigpond.com. 

The Timber and Working with Wood Show has been 
renamed the Timber, Tools and Artisans Show.  The 

dates for this year’s Shows are Brisbane, 22-24 
March ; Sydney 7-9 June; Melbourne 23-25 August; 
Canberra 1-3 November. 

Japanese Tools Australia has 
opened a showroom in Kogarah 

at upstairs 29 Production Ave, 
Kogarah. 

They have a large range of tools and are very helpful 

with advice as what to select for your particular use.  
Open from 10 am till 4pm.  Phone 9527 3870.  

More details available on the website at 
info@japanesetools.com.au. 
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February tools sales!!  
 
Tool sale 1… 

There is an understandable fascination with Japanese 
woodworking and Japanese tools. 

We are fortunate that member Takashi Nishiura has a 
selection of Japanese planes and blades, marking 
gauges, marking knives, chisels, hammer and rule 

stops for sale at very reduced prices.   

He is offering a wide range of planes including 

smoothing planes of various sizes, scraper planes, 
chamfer planes, rounding planes and a variety of mini 
planes. 

The sale will be conducted at our Workshop on Saturday, 9 February from 10am-1pm and will include 
demonstrations by Takashi how to tune Japanese planes.  

 
Tool sale 2… 

Former member, Ray Gurney is closing his furniture conservation workshop. 

Ray is retiring and has masses of tools and antique restoration materials for sale.  There are cramps of all sizes 
and shapes, vices both for wood and metal, routers both large and small and quality hand tools, including 
planes, saws, screwdrivers and chisels.  

On the larger side, he has sturdy workbenches and steel storage cupboards.  There are exotic cabinet maker’s 
timbers, assorted veneers, cabinet maker’s fittings including antique castors, locks and slot-head screws, as 
well as finishing materials such as shellac, dyes and dry colours. 

It all has to go so if you are looking for that hard-to-source something, why not give Ray a ring or email him 
and set up a visit to his workshop at Banksmeadow.  Tel 9695-1241, mob 0408101166 or email 
raymondgurney@bigpond.com. 

 
Tool sale 3 

The annual Sturt Tools and Techniques weekend is being held on 16-17 
February 2019 at the Sturt School for Wood in Mittagong.  This weekend is 
getting bigger each year with some of Australia’s finest toolmakers 

displaying, demonstrating and selling their wares.   

Exhibitors include Terry Gordon of HNT Gordon Planes, Colin Clenton with 

his squares and marking gauges, Christian Timbs of Japanese Tools, Jim 
Davey with a selection of planes, chisels and sharpening equipment, Chris 
Vesper with his range of precision tools and Anthony Powell with a full 

range of Lie-Nielsen tools. 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �6

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au


WWA of NSW Newsletter Jan/Feb 2019

Studio Furniture 2018 Exhibition 
The Studio Furniture 2018 Exhibition is currently on display at David MacLaren’s wonderful gallery at 
Bungendore.  The Exhibition is a fabulous collection of pieces from some of Australia’s foremost designers and 

makers, including our members Darren Oates, Stuart Faulkner and Evan Dunstone.  There are also pieces 
from makers in NZ and Europe.  The exhibition was produced by Australian Wood Review magazine and 
Bungendore Wood Works Gallery and over $24,000 in awards were presented. 

The exhibition closes on 31 January 2019, so you will need to be quick if you have not yet seen it.  If you 
can’t get there, at least have a look at some of these amazing pieces at the Bungendore Gallery website.  A 

beautiful catalogue is available for purchase for $30 from Interwood (click here). 

Darren Oates’s EQUANIMITY CHAISE LOUNGE is 
1800mm long and constructed in American walnut 

and leather.  The inspiration for this chair came from 
Le Corbusier’s LC4 Chaise Lounge, which Darren 
believes to be the most beautiful design in the history 

of furniture.  

Darren’s aim was to design a chair that would suit a 
modern home and be comfortable for extended 

periods of time.   

I had the pleasure of sitting in the chair and found it 
surprisingly comfortable.  Darren’s website is 

darrenoatesfinefurniture.net. 

RIVERSTONES II DRINKS CABINET came about as a 

collaboration between Evan Dunstone and his 19 year old, 4th year apprentice, William Bayliss. 

The cabinet is made from River redgum, wenge and 
rock maple.  The name of the cabinet comes from 

the use of fluted redgum panels which depict water 
flowing over the stones of a High Country stream.  

It is a fine piece of work which demonstrates the 
great skill and attention to detail by young William, 
no doubt overseen and pushed by Evan at times.  

Evan’s website is dunstonedesign.com.au  
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Stuart Faulkner made two elegant OXFORD CHAIRS 
from White oak and leather.  He explained his thinking 

behind these chairs in the following way… 

I have always been drawn to clean uninterrupted lines in 

furniture and the challenge of using minimal material to 
achieve maximum strength in construction.  So it’s no 
coincidence that the Oxford chairs draw their inspiration 

from classic pieces created by the Scandinavian masters.  
These “Oxford” chairs, I confess, have become my own 
personal “seat of learning”.  In the world I currently live 

in, the skyline is populated with cranes.  Developers and 
local government are trading scarce inner-city industrial 
spaces for high rise city living.   

It’s ironic to think that my chairs will sit beautifully within these boxes in the air; something new, with a 
reminder of the past.  Yet it’s this development that threatens our woodworking school, our ability to offer a 
valuable resource to those wishing to participate in our craft. It’s a conundrum I often reflect on.  One that’s 

best undertaken sitting down.    Stuart’s website is heartwoodcreative.com.au. 

The Studio Furniture 2018 exhibition was 
dedicated to Matthew Harding (1964-2018), 

David MacLaren’s son-in-law.  Tragically 
Matthew ended his life on 22 February 2018.  
His death was unexpected and has shaken all 

who knew him.   

In 1983 he completed a trade apprenticeship 

in carpentry and joinery at Newcastle TAFE.  
In the 90s he became a student of George 
Ingham at the ANU School of Art Wood 

Workshop, where he produced a superb chair  
with monofilament strung over a bent 
laminated frame.  

Linda Nathan, editor of AWR, wrote: 

The incredible work that Matthew Harding 
created in wood just goes on and on, and yet 

this was just the tip of his artistic output as 
over the years he worked in stone and metal 
and created works that were monumental in 

scale.  Public artworks, landscape installations, some that were figurative, others that were abstractions that 
reminded of ancient runes and symbols, molten metal in fluid states, architectural structures – all these are still 

there for people to stand and gaze at.  You can see some of these on his website. 

Matthew was an incredibly creative, prolific and successful artist, however, he struggled financially all his life 
in pursuit of his art.  His family struggled along with him and had many ups and downs. Despite the financial 
stresses they thrived as a family living in a modest home full of love and joy – all sleeping in one room.   

As single mother, his wife Freya now faces the task of providing financial, emotional and physical support to 
her four young children.  A Family Support Fund has been created - if you can, please consider donating by 

clicking here. 
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Portrait of a woodworker 
In the excellent American Fine Woodworking magazine, the following article appeared by Gary Rogowski, the 
director of the Northwest Woodworking Studio.  It appealed to Peter Harris and we thought it was worth 

sharing with all members…  

If you build things in wood, I know who you are. 

First, you love tools.  Your hands are drawn to them.  You 
feel magic in there grip, a power that hints at their 
potential, their capability, their promise.  They are old and 

atavistic, something real with smells from decades ago, 
these tools that you love. 

You adore wood.  It’s hard not to, because it’s so 

gorgeous and warm and malleable.  It feels good in your 
hand.  You can bend it, lay down beautiful, thin veneers 
of it, or shape it to a sensual form that is inviting and 

warm.  It wears and weathers over time, becoming even 
more lovely as it is used.  It is as essential to your being as 
the other elements.  

You are a problem-solver. You like to figure things out for 
yourself, find your own solutions.  It makes you feel good 
to come up with your own way of doing things, your own path to the conclusion. 

You need to know where everything is in your world.  Where is my hammer, my piece of wood, those screws I 
bought?  You need a sense of control in a world that’s gone mad.  So you create for yourself a shop space to 
work in, a bench to work on, an atmosphere that makes you feel good when you walk into it.  A place where 

you know, roughly, where everything is. 

You love getting to wear many hats - the sheer number and complexity of the tasks required to build a piece of 

furniture, from designer to lumber buyer to millwright to joiner to assembler to finisher.  For each skill there is 
so much to know, to assimilate, to master. 

And finally, you need to talk to yourself.  The importance of this cannot be overlooked.  You need to be alone 

so you can converse with yourself throughout the day.  It may seem maniacal to others who see you chatting 
to yourself at the bench, but it’s crucial to your mental health.  This is your time spent conversing with your 
own history or working out the day’s issues, coming up with new designs or plans as you work on a project, 

working out a new way of being in this world.  It might be the best talk of the day, one where the call and 
response are logical, not insane like the world trying to blow itself up. 

There you have it: the portrait of a woodworker.  Lover of inanimate objects, puzzler, control-obsessed.  Very 

close to the image of a person you wouldn’t sit next to on the bus, but let that go.  Because a woodworker is 
also a stalwart, someone who can be depended upon to build you something beautiful. 

Eventually.  Patience is an important quality to have with one.  GR 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Shaker stool course 
On 18, 19 and 20 April, Brian Dawson with assistance from Steve Townsend will be conducting a workshop 
for members who wish to make a Shaker step-chair. 

The Shakers were a Christian sect that flourished in the US in the 
18th and 19th centuries.  They were dedicated to simplicity, 
practicality and perfection.  They developed a range of furniture 

that reflected these virtues.  The Shaker step-stool is a perfect 
example. 

Brian says:  This stool is one of the most useful things I've ever 
made.  I use it every day in the workshop.  It's a step to help me 
reach high shelves and a stool when I'm working down low. It's 

light, easy to move and easy to store.  It’s also a very elegant piece 
of furniture. 

Our step-stools will be made from 19mm western red cedar and 

there will be a choice of designs and joinery techniques: dovetails, 
Domino mortises and floating tenons, or butt joints with cleats. 

Machines you will use: a tablesaw to cut to width along the grain 

(called “ripping”), a drop saw to cut to length across the grain, a 
bandsaw to cut curves and a drill press to drill holes.  Hand tools 
you will use include saws, chisels and planes. 

All timber, glue and finish will be supplied.  It is intended that the step-stools can be completed in the three 
days but the final coats of finish may need to be done by the participants at home.  

There is a limit of six participants to ensure everyone receives considerable one-on-one tuition and guidance 

from Brian and Steve.  The cost will be advised shortly.  If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Gordon Joseph as soon as possible at gwjoseph@bigpond.net.au or 0409 488 919. 

Dates for the diary 
9 February - Sale of Japanese planes and tools at our Abbotsford workshop, 10am-2pm. 

16-17 February  - Sturt School for Wood Tools and Techniques weekend, 10am-4pm at Sturt 

24 February - Traditional Tools Group tool sale, 9am-1pm, Brickpit Sports Stadium, Thornleigh, $10 entry 

1 April - WWA Annual General Meeting, Canada Bay Club, Five Dock 

18-20 April  - Members’ course: Shaker stool course with Brian Dawson and Steve Townsend 

19 May - Members’ course: Introduction to carving with Fred Blake 

7-9 June - Timber, Tools and Artisans Show at Rosehill Gardens 

22, 23, 25,26 July  - Members’ box-making course with Alex Springall 

14 September  - Members’ course with Kerryn Carter 

12-13 October - Illawarra Festival of Wood at Bulli Showgrounds 
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Sturt 2018 -  
Graduates’ Exhibition 
John Brassell (with the assistance of the Exhibition catalogue) writes of 
his recent visit to Sturt Gallery to view the 2018 Graduates’ exhibition of 

their work entitled SONDER.   

For those unaware (like myself), “sonder” is the realization that each 
random passerby is living a life as vivid and complex as your own.  The 

exhibition ran from 24 November to 9 December 2018. 

My trip down the highway to Mittagong is like a trip to my version of 

heaven - I always feel so relaxed and enjoy the area.   

As usual, there were outstanding pieces by the students - in design, 
making and finish.  A mixed group of 12 students had a range of excellent 

teachers over the year.  The 2018 students were Gene Alexander, Tom 
Birkmyre, Ian Bromley, Catherine Capan, Gerry Davis, Aldo Dezani, Lou 
Harriss, Warwick Jones, Luke Mc Lennan, Shane Rossetto, Alexander Tubb and Michael Venter. 

Phoebe Everill ( a former Sturt student ) took the 
first term and brought her expertise, passion and 
deep commitment to building the foundation in 

hand and machine skills on which the program 
relies.  Hand tools, boxes and the Sturt tool 
cabinet were visible signs of their early progress. 

Second term saw Peter Young from Queensland 
introduce them to bending techniques, 

laminations, the design process, fine dovetails, the 
Sturt drawer and their first major individual 

projects.  Peter’s passion for fine woodwork was 

contagious.  His passion for design and his thirst for learning fired similar passions amongst the class and 
helped them appreciate the need for lifelong learning and commitment in their pursuit of excellence. 

Term three brought Roy Schack (another former Sturt student) with his keen eye for detail, material and design 

aesthetics enabling the students to take a more considered approach to both their batch and major projects.  
Roy’s love of Danish, Japanese and Shaker traditions and respect for personal expression was compelling and 
the students each benefited from his personal commitment and exceptional skill level. 

In the final term, David Upfill-Brown introduced the students to chair design and making.  David’s success in 
helping them refine their ability to understand wood, working it by hand, improve their design sensibility and 
find connection with the class in the ’realm of ideas’, encouraged them to seek further challenges and 

improved expression. 

To book end the year, Phoebe Everill returned to help through the final sprint to the finish thus ensuring the 
success of another brilliant year at Sturt. 

It is always such a pleasure to see such wonderful work carried out by some people who at the beginning of 
the year would have had no idea of what they could achieve by year’s end.  That was certainly the case in the 
year that I was a student at Sturt.  Anyone who had the opportunity to get down and see the Exhibition would 

have been amazed as I was.   JB 
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Ian Bromley’s games table

Warwick Jones’ cabinet
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How it was done… 
While holidaying in London recently, Association member Steve Townsend visited the Liberty Store and found 
this interesting broom on sale.  The oak handle had an overhand knot in it.  Steve inspected it closely and 

couldn’t find any sign of a join anywhere in the knot.  It seemed to him that it must have been steamed and 
twisted to form the knot. But would that be possible?  In the last newsletter, Steve offered a prize for the best 
explanation of this phenomenon - the prize being a straight-handled broom. 

Stefan Kremer was quick to offer the solution 
… 

The broom handle was carved.  The year rings 
line up vertically.  My father made a wooden 
chain out of a solid piece in a similar fashion. 

For you and the whole association a great 
Christmas from the Felder Team… 

Given Stefan’s expertise and acknowledged 

wisdom, and in the absence of any better 
explanation, Stefan is the proud winner of a 
new broom.   

Congratulations Stefan!   

Steve will have your prize ready to present at 
the next general meeting.   

New challenge… 
The conductor of a well-regarded Sydney Choir needs some new batons.  As you can imagine, batons come in 
lots of different shapes and sizes and the choice of batons can be very personal.  The simple baton pictured 
below is this conductor’s preference. 

A friend of mine who is a member of the choir set me the 
task of making a couple of batons for the conductor.  I 
thought it would be relatively easy.  So far however, my 

limited skills have not been up to the task.   

Knowing how many talented members we have, I 

thought I would put it out there to see if anyone wanted 
to take up the challenge. 

The baton is 382mm long.  The base is 8mm square.  From 25mm it tapers gently to 5mm half way along the 

baton and 3.5mm at the tip.  It weighs 9 grams.  My guess is the baton is made from birch.  All attempts (and 
your associated stories) will be appreciated and given appropriate recognition and adulation.   PG 
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A3-31
Planer - Thicknesser

Outstanding results, innovative developments 
and impeccable quality standards make the 
woodworking machines from Hammer and 
Felder a class of their own.

RL125
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

N440
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

Tradition - Innovation - Perfection: 
A decision without risk

K3
Sliding 
Table Saw

 FELDER-GROUP AUSTRALIA
NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au
WA Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au
QLD Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au
VIC Melbourne, Email: info@feldervic.com.au
www.hammer-australia.com

NSW (02) 4735 1011

WA (08) 9209 3055

✆

 Immediate-Info :

QLD (07) 5543 5599

VIC (03) 9018 8346

A3+K3+N4400_Woodworking_210x297_26.01.2018_AUD_2018_4c.indd   1 06.02.2018   13:11:20
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Richard Crosland’s 

School of Fine Woodwork 

All tools are provided and work in 
progress can be stored at the Alexan-

dria workshop. 

Phone 02 9313 4142 

www.crosland.com.au 

Our member advertisers…

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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Terry Gleeson’s School of Woodwork  

We teach woodwork, turning, carving, 
dovetailing and other joinery in our fully 
equipped workshop at Middle Dural in 
Sydney's North West. Tuition to suit all 
skill levels from novice to advanced. Fully 
equiped workshop. Small class sizes. 

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural  
Phone 02 9651 1012  

thechairmaker@optusnet.com.au 

Our Supporters…

113 Station Rd, Auburn 
9648 6446 

Mon - Fri   8.30am-5pm 
Sat   8.30am-12.30pm

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com


WWA of NSW Newsletter Jan/Feb 2019

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au �15

 

14 

 

 

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au                                                                           PO Box 3282 Wareemba NSW 2046 

Attention: Workshop Users 

The workshop is a great resource for members. 
Volunteer workshop supervisors provide their 
time to help members, ensure safe work practices, 
take care of the machinery, and train members 
safe and effective in machine use.  

You should be aware of our Liability Insur-
ance.  You need to understand that if you are in-
jured at the Workshop as a result of your own 
carelessness, you are not covered by the Associa-
tion Liability Policy.  If the Association is negligent 
in supervising the operation which caused injury 
then the Association is covered for any claim. We 
aim to ensure everyone works safely.  

There are clear statements on display at the 
Workshop regarding the safety responsibilities of 
Members and Supervisors.  Please read these 
carefully before starting any work. 

 

Surplus Tools, Machines and Equipment 
The Committee has decided that surplus tools, 
machines and equipment will be sold to members. 
All such items will be advertised to all members, 
listed in the Newsletter, and displayed at the Gen-
eral Meetings. Stay tuned for announcements. 

 

 The Bower Re-use & Repair Centre  
is an environmental charity and cooperative com-
mitted to reducing waste going to landfill. Our 
shopfronts in Marrickville and Parramatta sell 
furniture, appliances, household goods, salvaged 
building materials, bikes, books and more. It’s a 
treasure trove of delights with new items arriving 
daily. You never know what you’ll find – all at in-
credibly low prices. 
You can learn a new skill with The Bower’s ‘Tricks 
of the Trade‘ workshops – in basic carpentry, 
furniture repair and restoration, furniture 
painting or introductory upholstery. During 
school holidays we offer kids’ recycled art and 
mosaic workshops. 
Need something repaired? Visit The Bower’s Re-
pair Cafe for free assistance with dodgy electrical 
items, wobbly bikes and rickety timber furniture. 
The Repair Cafe operates on Wednesdays, 1pm – 
4pm at Marrickville and on the last Saturday of the 
month, 10am – 12pm at Parramatta. 
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Suppliers of specialty timbers, for cabinet 
makers, furniture builders, joiners, boat builders, 

musical instrument makers, shop fitters, 
architects and restorers. 

Mon to Fri, 8am – 4pm  
Sat, 9am – 11:30am 

 
144 Renwick St, Marrickville, NSW 2204 

Connect
 LIKE @Woodreview

 FOLLOW @woodreview
 SEARCH Wood Review TV

Online
Stay informed on all the news & event info.  

Sign up to receive our FREE weekly eNewsletter. 
VISIT woodreview.com.au

Subscribe
Never miss an issue of Australia’s premier 

woodworking & woodcraft magazine.  
SUBSCRIBE & get it delivered straight to your door

Contact
EMAIL subscription queries to 

subscriptions@yaffa.com.au or CALL 1800 807 760

woodreview.com.au

LIBERON PRODUCTS AUSTRALIA 
PTY. LTD. 

Liberon products have been known around 
the world since the early 1900’s initially 
created in France.  They have an enviable 
reputation for high quality restoration and 
the finishing of wooden furniture and 
antiques.  Over the past few years a number 
of new products have been added to the 
large Liberon range.   

For a full colour catalogue, email Carol 
at carol@liberon.com.au.   

Members receive our products at 
wholesale prices, plus postage/freight. 

P.O. Box 306, EUMUNDI QLD 4562 
Telephone 07 5471 1028 
Web www.liberon.com.au 

mailto:carol@liberon.com.au
http://www.liberon.com.au
http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
mailto:carol@liberon.com.au
http://www.liberon.com.au

