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From the Chair 
As restrictions lifted, we were able to hold a short and modest 
Annual General meeting in August.  My thanks to those who 
braved the cool conditions - it was good to see a gathering of 
woodies and to hear a few stories. 

We have been saddened by the passing of Tom Paley, a real 
character.  Tom had strong views on most things and he was 
happy to share them.  Last year, after the passing of his wife and 
with increasing ill-health, Tom was a regular visitor to our 
Workshop.  He would sit and chat, or work laboriously on 
preparing an article for the newsletter or a new course for 
members.  Our thanks to Gordon Joseph for his article about Tom, 
and to Peter Harris and Richard Leniston who, with Gordon, have 
been helping Tom’s executor to clear his workshop.   
Tom’s estate has donated a large quantity of wood to the 
Association and we are planning a “Paley competition” for 
members to make something with the donated wood. 

The winter has provided the Association with other opportunities for us to gather more timber and tools which 
we will be offering to members and using in upcoming courses.  Merv Walter, a long time member, is moving 
house and has donated timber and equipment which will bring happiness to many.   

As we all adjust to the fact that travelling beyond NSW may be limited 
for quite some time, we can take comfort in the fact that there are so 
many wonderful places in NSW to visit, and so many things to make and 
fix in our own backyards.  Some examples appear in this newsletter.  We 
encourage members to share their experiences and provide us all with 
inspiration to take on a new project or, even better, finish an existing 
project or two. 

The days are getting warmer and longer, Spring is upon us and summer 
is just around the corner.  We could all do with a good dose of 
optimism.  Attending one of the Association’s short courses, which are 
described in detail in this newsletter, is just one way to lift the spirits.  
Coming to our next general meeting, which we hope will be on Monday 
5 October, is another.  Please join us (socially distanced) to have some 
dinner and talk about things of interest and the joys of working with 
wood.  In the meantime, I wish you and your families good health and 
posterity. 
Phil Greenwood  
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News, news, news …. 

 

The workshop has now been back in action for a number of months. 
It is again open Wednesdays and Sundays from 10am to 3pm  but 
you do need to book a time-slot. This is because the number of 
people in the workshop at any one time needs to be comply with the 
COVID regulations. Members can book a place by ringing David 
Palmer, Association secretary on secretary.woodworkersnsw@ 
gmail.com. 

Workshop  Conditions of Entry 
1.Members will be permitted to enter the Workshop when they have 
made a booking with the Secretary and agree to abide by the 
following requirements: 

a. use of hand sanitiser upon entry; 
b. at all times maintaining social distancing of 1.5m;  
c. wear a face mask and 
d. accept the directions of the Supervisor including possibly being 
asked to leave the Workshop. 

2. Members will not be permitted to enter the Workshop if: 

a. they have the symptoms of a cold or influenza or are suffering with 
a runny nose or a dry or sore throat or unexplained fatigue; or 
b. if they have been tested for COVID-19 in the previous two weeks 
and are awaiting results; or 
c. if they have tested positive for COVID-19 in the previous four 
weeks. 

The maximum number of people permissible in the Workshop is 
limited to 2 members plus the supervisor.

Hopefully the 5th of October but when we do gather again in a face-
to-face meeting (remember them?) we are planning to have a close 
look at some of our members’ joints. No, not their elbows and knees, 
and certainly not the type that are smoked. We mean the joints used 
to join pieces of wood together. 

When you think about it, joints are fundamental to the craft of 
woodworking. Yes, there are carvers and turners who may never need 
to use a joint but for most woodworkers joints are what it’s all about. 
We want you to show us your most beautiful and interesting joints.  
They may be unusual and complex, or simple and incredibly well 
fitting. They might be nearly invisible or showy with lots of contrast. 
Whatever, when next we get together, we want you to show us some 
joints to interest and amaze us. Please give it some thought in the 
time until next we meet. 
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WWA objectives 

The objects of the Association are: 

• to provide a forum for 
networking and to encourage 
camaraderie amongst all those 
who work in wood 

• to promote public awareness 
and appreciation of fine 
woodwork 

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers 

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork 
as a career 

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and 
reclaimed timbers. 

WWA Life Members 

Richard Crosland 

Phil Lake 

Kim Larymore 

Leon Sadubin 

Richard Vaughan

Workshop COVID Rules 

When will we meet again?
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Resumption of Courses 
The Association has for many years run short courses to help its 
members gain particular skills and so further their woodworking 
practice. The present pandemic has meant that the courses planned to 
run throughout this year have had to be postponed.  

We have now rescheduled the six remaining courses for 2020. To 
accord with the NSW government’s social distancing requirements 
the courses will run with reduced numbers. At this stage it is 
expected that each course will run with 4 participants and the 
leaders. This number may be increased to 6 if circumstances allow. 
This section of the newsletter starts with an overview showing date, 
cost and available places for the courses. It then goes on to provide a 
more detailed description of each course. These descriptions have 
been provided by those members who are leading the day’s activities.  

If you wish to secure a place in a course please email Phil Nanlohy 
on philnanlohy@gmail.com. He will advise by return email if there is 
a place available. If so you will then need to secure that place by 
paying the course fee. If possible please do this by direct funds 
transfer from your bank. The Association’s account details are;      
BSB: 112879, Acc. no. 107 098 141. Please include an abbreviated 
course name in the reference box. (eg. Joints, Veneer, Box etc.)  

Because of the unpredictable nature of the pandemic we will 
continue to monitor the government’s requirements. We will confirm 
each course one week prior to the date it runs. Registered participants 
will be contacted by email at that time. If you have any questions 
about the program of courses for the rest of the year Phil can be 
contacted by email or on his mobile (041 60 222 52). 

Courses Overview
Hand Cut Joints with Matt Dwight on Sat 26th September 
2 places @ $120 

Veneering Course with Peter Harris running Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 5th, 6th, 
8th 9th October 
3 places @$250 

Box Making Course with Alex Springall and Peter Harris  running 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 19th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd October 
1 place @$250 

Introduction to Finishing with Shane Wiechnik on Sat 7th November 
This course is full @ $120. A second day can be arranged if there is 
demand for more places. 

Shaker Step Stool with Brian Dawson and Steve Townsend on Sat 21st 
November 
3 places@ $120 

Introductory Woodworking No 2 with Peter Munro on Sat 5th 
December 
3 places @ $90 
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WWA Committee 
2020 

Chair:  Phil Greenwood  
9235 2874 
pgreenwood738@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair:  Frank Duff 
9061 3061, 0422 778 380 
fwduff@icloud.com 

Secretary:  David Palmer 
0415 188 605 
secretary.woodworkersnsw@ 
gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Oliver Addis 
0419 016 622 
oaddis@comcen.com.au 

Committee members: 

Peter Harris 
0419 164 098 
peterh47@ihug.com.au 

Richard Leniston 
0402 306 249 
richard_leniston@hotmail.com 

Phil Nanlohy 
0416 022 252 
philnanlohy@gmail.com 

Clare O’Reilly 
0423 360 023 
clareoreilly@iinet.net.au 

Steve Townsend 
9719 8753, 0411 477 075 
steve@ibis4.com 

If you would like to join or assist 
the Committee or be more 
involved in the Association, 
please call any Committee 
member.
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Course Summaries

Hand Cut Joints with Matt Dwight
Sat 26th September

In this one day class you will learn how to accurately mark out and cut woodworking joints by hand using a 
basic set of tools.  The course will cover the design, layout and cutting of three fundamental woodworking 
joints, the T-Halving or Lap Joint, Bridle Joint and the Through Dovetail. Alternatively, if you would like to 
focus on a specific joint, contact me before the day so I can prepare suitable tools and materials. 

The focus will be on developing the marking out, hand sawing and chisel techniques necessary to successfully 
cut joints by hand. A range of suitable timbers will be available so you can also experience how different 
timbers work. Tools will be supplied but if you have your own feel free to bring any of the following: 
Try Square, Marking Knife, Marking Gauge, Cutting Gauge, Mortice Gauge, Tenon Saw, Dovetail Saw, 
Japanese Saw, Chisels, Mallet. Throughout the day we will also discuss tool selection and preparation, joint 
design and selection, and the use of jigs and aids. 
 

Veneering Course with Peter Harris 
Four days of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday the 5th, 6th, 8th 9th October

This course will provide an introduction to veneers and veneering. Techniques practiced will include; cutting 
and joining of veneers, gluing veneers to substrate using press or vacuum bag, design ideas, fret and scroll saw 
cutting and the double bevel technique. 

We will supply a range of veneers, veneer shooting boards, glue, veneer tape and some ply/MDF backing 
board. Participants are encouraged bring their own veneers, a scalpel/cutting knife (Some will be available to 
borrow/try), a straight edge/rule, a cutting mat, a fret saw and a scroll saw (not on the first day) 
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Box Making Course with Alex Springall and Peter Harris 
Four days of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday the 19th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd October.

In this course, you will firstly look at the many options 
available when designing boxes - shapes, the types of joints 
used and the styles of lids trays, legs, linings and other 
features. You will sketch your design, then mark out, cut and 
dress your materials to size, before cutting whatever type of 
joint you have chosen to use. We will also look at the 
various glues, finishes and linings that you can use on 
boxes, before you assemble your box. You will learn how to 
separate and fit the lid using various types of hinges. 

You will be assisted through this by Peter and Alex, and 
guided towards designs that can be completed during the 
course, while building on your existing skills. You are 
encouraged to get checked out on the various workshop 
machines before the course, but Peter and Alex will assist 
those who aren’t qualified. 

Participants will receive a comprehensive set of notes before 
the course, and will complete the course with a box that 
they have made to their own individual design. Wood, glue 
and finishing materials are supplied, and there will be some 
hinges and fittings for sale, but if you have that special piece 
of wood that you’d like to use, please bring it along. The 
Association has the essential tools available for your use, but 
if you prefer to use your own you are encouraged to do so. 

Introduction to Finishing with Shane Wiechnik
Saturday 7th November.  

(Please note: While this course is full Shane has said that he could run a second day on the 14th of November 
if there is demand.) 

This one day crash course in furniture finishing is 
designed to guide you towards an intuitive 
understanding of finishing materials, tools, and 
techniques. Finishing can be an intimidating subject 
for a lot of woodworkers. Traditionally, the finishing 
trade has been separated from the joiners, but the 
home craftsman is now also the finisher and there is 
a lot to be gained by having the knowledge and 
skills of both. 
  
While many techniques are not possible in a single 
day, this course will help demystify a lot of finishing 
concepts in order to give you the tools to 
understand and enjoy different finishing options. We 
will explore historic and modern materials, get into 
the chemistry behind what is happening, and make 
our own simple varnishes. Every student should walk 
away with a sample board of different techniques, but more importantly 
a grounded understanding of what is actually happening on the surface of our pieces. 
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Shaker Step Stool with Brian Dawson and Steve Townsend
Saturday 21st November

The Shakers were a Christian sect that flourished in the US in the 
18th and 19th centuries. They were dedicated to simplicity, 
practicality and perfection. They developed a range of furniture 
that reflected these virtues. The Shaker step-stool is a perfect 
example of that style. 

Tutor Brian Dawson says: "This is one of the most useful things 
I've ever made. I use it every day in the workshop. It's a step to 
help me reach high shelves and a stool when I'm working down 
low. It's light, easy to move and easy to store. It’s also a very 
elegant piece of furniture.” 

Our step-stools will be made from 22mm western red cedar and 
there will be a choice of designs and joinery techniques: 
dovetails, Domino mortises and floating tenons, or butt joints with 
cleats. Machines you will use include a tablesaw to cut to width 
along the grain, a drop saw to cut to length across the grain, a 
bandsaw to cut curves, a drill press to drill holes, a Festool 
Domino to cut floating tenons and a router to round-over edges.  
Hand tools you will use include saws, chisels and planes.  All 
timber, glue and finish will be supplied. It is intended that the 
step-stools can be completed in one day but the final coats of 
finish may need to be done by the participants at home.  

Introductory Woodworking No 2 with Peter Munro 
Saturday 5th December

This one day course will step participants through the 6 basic stages of timber preparation known by the 
acronym FEWTEL; F – flatten face of timber; E – square an edge; W- rip the width; T – plane to the thickness 
needed; E – square one end; L – cut to length. 

Participants will then design and construct a bread board/ serving board from the timber they have prepared, 
cut out a chosen pattern on the bandsaw & use the router to complete the edges of the boards. Hopefully 
participants will take home a completed breadboard/ serving board at the end of the day. There will be a range 
of patterns to copy and an interesting selection of timbers available. 
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Meet a member - Lou Harriss 
This time I would like to introduce to you one of our newer members, 
Lou Harriss, who already has undertaken to become one of our 
workshop supervisors.  Although our interview is a little on the brief 
side, and Lou herself tells me that she does not have an extensive body 
of completed work, there in nothing brief about the effort Lou has 
dedicated into gaining the knowledge and skills to produce quality 
furniture.  The two examples that are with this interview show a flare for 
design and demonstrate her precision and attention to detail. I think 
that any member who seeks Lou’s assistance when she is supervising 
will benefit from the assistance. 

Q. Where did you grow up?  
A. I grew up in the Western suburbs of Sydney and also lived in the 
Blue Mountains. 
Q. Did you have any interest in wood as a child? 
A. I was fairly young when I started making such things as billy-carts, 
boxes, a book shelf and other things around the house.  
Q. Did other family members have any interest in making from wood? 
A. No, it was just something that I liked to do.  
Q. What did you do when you finished your schooling? 
A. I studied Art at the University of Western Sydney, I completed that in 1993, and then worked as a fabric 
designer for a couple of years. 
Q. What next. 
A. I wasn’t happy with what I was doing and couldn’t decide what I really wanted to do. I went overseas and 
backpacked around for a while and returned to Australia. I got a job with Telstra as a technician and used my 
time there to study building design and completed a diploma in graphic design. I met a Carpenter and worked 
with him cabinet making, installing and fitting out houses. By then I had decided that woodworking is what I 
wanted to do with my life. I applied for and completed a one-year course at Sturt.  After that I got a job with 
Sturt as a part time teacher and I also got a job at Frencham, an exclusive nearby boarding school for girls, 
teaching on a couple of nights a week. The Frencham School was started by a lady named Winifred West who 
later started the Sturt School.  Next, I got a job with a furniture maker and designer at St. Marys, Gary Galego. 
Gary had studied under George Ingham who became the head of the Wood School at the Australian National 
University. 
Q. What was your project for the year at 
Sturt? 
A. A jewellery cabinet with six drawers and 
a glass display section. (see photos) Since 
then, at Studio Woodworkers Association, I 
made a timber framed and Danish cord 
chair.(see photos) 
Q. Do you have your own workshop? 
A. No workshop or bench but I have a good 
selection of hand tools and power tools and 
the Association’s workshop comes in very 
handy. 
Q. What is your favourite timber? 
Actually there are two, silver ash and black-
wood. 

Lou, the readers and I thank you for giving 
us your time to tell us the story of how you 
got to where you are. 

Peter Dunn. 
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A Peal of Church Bells 
Frank Duff reports on the timber structures used to support Church bells and in particular a ring of eight bells 
that have arrived at Parramatta. 
 
But first an introduction from the Association 
of Ringing Teachers.  
“Bells are the largest and loudest instrument 
in the world. Made from an alloy of copper 
and tin, and are arranged in the tower down 
the musical scale from the smallest (called 
the ‘treble’) to the biggest (‘tenor’) which is 
the lowest note. The average tenor weight is 
510kg, although they can weigh up to 
4,200kg. Bells are hung within a wooden or 
steel frame and attached to a wheel. They 
rotate around the centre of the wheel, with 
the ‘clapper’ in the centre striking the inside 
of the bell to sound. The special feature of 
English bells is that they have a ‘stay’ which 
allows them to pause in an up-right position. 
This means the ringer can control when they 
strike by pulling them from this ‘set’ position 
to swing at the correct time. Within the 
frame, the bell pivots on the gudgeon as it swings, while the clapper strikes the inside of the bell to make the 
sound. The rope wraps around the wheel; the ringer on a floor below controls the bell’s swing.” 
 

Church Bells in Australia
There are some 45 churches across Australia 
that have a peal of bells. Each bell in a peal is 
tuned to a particular note, despite actually 
producing a range of notes simultaneously. 
After casting, a bell is spun and metal slowly 
ground away from the inside to flatten the 
pitch to the note desired. Bells cannot be 
used for playing tunes. Instead they are rung 
to mathematical permutations called 
“methods” ranging from fairly simple to 
highly complex. 

A 'peal' in change-ringing is a long length of 
continuous ringing (without fault) by the same band. Ringers more frequently ring 'quarter peals' (c 1200 
changes) for practice and experience. These take around 35-55 minutes. 

Given that the mass of the bell - and its 
massive headstock - needs to be balanced, 
the wheel and its bracing must be carefully 
designed and constructed. Sometimes the 
bell is held in a heavy cast iron support; 
sometimes the bell is fixed to a heavy timber 
headstock; either way, rotational torque from 
the rim has to be transferred to the 'central' 
rectangular section of the wheel. Note the 
arrangement of 'spokes' and the pinning-
together of the two vertical timbers. The 
splayed 'spokes' near the bell must clear the 
bell. 
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Special attention has to be given to the integrity of the rim 
and to every joint in the frame. See photo detail of the new 
Parramatta wheels. 

In Perth WA, the Anglican Cathedral of St George has a peal 
of eight bells, which are hung for full-circle change ringing in 
the English style. See https:// www.perthcathedral.org/bells-
and-ringers/ 

In Parramatta NSW, - in Victoria Rd - the Anglican church of 
All Saints has a full octave of bells; one of the oldest in 
Australia. The largest (tenor) bell weighs about 11 cwt (550 
kgs). See http://parramattanorth.anglican.asn.au/echo/heritage 

Also In Parramatta - in Victoria Rd, 1 km West of All Saints - St 
Patrick's Catholic Cathedral is to get a 'new' peal of eight 
bells, ranging from 161 kg to 405 kg, currently on display in 
the Chapel - at ground level - prior to installation. 
In fact, only two treble bells are newly cast, the other six are 
from St Paul’s church, Widnes, UK; these will be tuned to be 
the back six of the eight. 

At Parramatta, wheels by J E Ross Smallwood 2019. Note the 
through tenons and hardwood pins. 
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Richard Crosland’s 

School of Fine Woodwork 

All tools are provided and work in 
progress can be stored at the Alexan-

dria workshop. 

Phone 02 9313 4142 

www.crosland.com.au 

Canada Bay Club membership - Just $3.30 pa or 
$11 for 5 years 

Benefits of membership include  - reward points every 
time you swipe your membership card to purchase 

food, drinks and other services at the club, discounted 
food and drink benefits, free parking, birthday 
rewards, health and fitness classes, discounted 

holiday accommodation in NSW’s beautiful Forster 

Join at reception next time you visit the Club.   
More details at https://canadabayclub.com.au/

membership.html 
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DOVETAILS TABLE 
Brian Dawson  

Having exhibited and sold at the 2019 Wootha Exhibition in 
Queensland, I was keen to enter again in 2020. The title was 
“Dovetails”. I decided not to cut dovetail joints as I was sure that most 
entries would incorporate such joints and besides I was quite out of 
practise at cutting dovetails. Racking my brains, I thought that doves’ 
tails would be a suitable form, so I searched the internet for pictures. 
Out of the thousands I chose a suitably fan shaped tail and modelled 
my design on that. 

The tail was a 120 degree wedge shape which made a nice fit to make 
3 interlocking tables. I used some jarrah planks which I rescued from a 
demolished Fremantle warehouse 25 years ago and which has 
produced 4 tables to date. The timber is well over 100 years old. Each 
“tail’ consists of six “feathers” tapering to a point and rounded on the 
end. To simulate the feather structure I used a thousand or so 
aluminium nails of decreasing diameter, from 3mm to 0.8 mm. Each 
nail is driven and glued in then cut back with powerful tinsnips, then 
carefully sanded with a belt sander then an orbital sander starting at 
60 grit and moving step by step to a flush 400grit. 
  

 The pale timber dividing strips are venetian blind cast offs found in 
the street. (I have several such blinds of different sizes and timbers and 
find them surprisingly useful for many an odd job.) As is my usual 
practise, I design “on the job”. I start with a pencil sketch drawn to 
scale showing plan, section and elevation and take it from there. I 
sometimes have to re- design and deviate from the original and often 
have to discard trial sections. I also make mock ups to try to achieve 
pleasing proportions. It took about 6 iterations to get the feather 
structure to my satisfaction. 

One 3 meter long plank 200 x 18 was sufficient for the whole table. In 
order to keep the weight down but retain a pleasing visual balance, I 
glued two thicknesses of jarrah where the face would be seen. On 
dark end grain it is almost impossible to see the join 
The finished table is one metre in diameter. It is sanded to 400, then a 
couple of coats of shellac, sanding between coats, then many coats of 
livos natural oil finish and finally power polished. 
In order to avoid “tip up”, I moulded and inserted lead counterbalance 
weights on the underside at the pointy end of each table  
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My Low-Line TV Unit 
Ian Stewart 

I started building this project about 2 years ago, and with what happens, holidays, family, grand kids, etc. It is 
often neglected. This self-isolation time has enabled me to get stuck into it. 

The timber used is grey ironbark that I was given. To some degree, I’m “making a silk purse out of a sow’s ear” 
to use an old phrase. I started by getting my wife’s approval for the dimensions. This was somewhat ruled by 
the number of DVD’s that we have, the equipment that it has to accommodate and the TV sitting on top. 
Another thing – the TV that we now have is much slimmer than our previous one, and the depth of the cabinet 
was designed for the old one, a rear projection type. I was happy with the picture, and it ran through a set-top 
box as it was an analogue unit, but when the 2nd projection globe went, we decided that it had to go. 

There are some pics below; each described: 
This is the unit. 2070 wide x 570 high x 600 
deep. The light sections in the job are sapwood, 
but it is just the same as heartwood to work. The 
drawers will just slide in the openings (no steel 
slides) since they won’t be opened too often.  
There will be 2 large drawers each side, 2 small 
ones in the centre section which will also have a 
centre speaker. A shelf for the electronics is 
above these drawers and centre speaker. 

The top – I have just done the breadboard ends. I won’t 
be doing this again. Why? Because the two outer 
boards are 30 mm thick, the centre ones are 24 mm 
thick, so it was necessary. I’ve yet to dowel & glue the 
tenons and trim the ends. I’m thinking to glue only the 
front tenon, so that any expansion due to humidity can 
go to the rear, where it won’t be noticed.  
 

The left end view: there are 3 construction rails, 
dovetailed into the ends. The plinth is 2-piece. 
Note the sapwood. 

The interior construction is all mountain ash. I had old scraps of this around and wanted to use it up. 
The drawers will be dovetailed (with a jig), made from meranti, with ironbark fronts. The ironbark has been 
easier to work than I thought. The weight is the problem: e.g. I can’t lift the top. I’ll be spraying it for the finish. 
Any questions or comments, give me a call or SMS on 0407 016 460. 
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Cutting moulding on a mill  
Tony Anderson 

Router bits are designed to cut at speeds of 20,000 to 30,000 rpm. 
However, they will cut at slower speeds (1800 rpm) on a milling machine 
but the cut may require touching up with 320-400 grit paper. For safety 
reasons it is important to use a milling machine (not a normal drilling 
machine) as a mill has a threaded rod screwed into the cutter head to 
prevent it being pulled out by sideways pressure, sending it and the cutter 
spinning dangerously toward your feet. (Or learn to tap dance). 

Shown here are several router bits being used to shape moulding for a 300 
mm cubic box. The moulding is mahogany, taken from a carving blank, and 
the sides are plywood with what looks like a redwood veneer. The glue 
used was techniglue 60 (I always assume it takes 3 days to reach maximum 
strength with epoxy) and the finish was Feast Watson Floor seal oil which 
has about half tung oil, with driers and the rest urethane. This finish is 
repairable, tough and, I think, beautiful. (Don’t cross brush). 

The last picture on the right shows a CMT Planer Bit which was used to remove saw marks, prior to sanding. 
This type of router bit is excellent for removing paint or stained varnish from wood.  

The Digital Read-out on the mill is shown set to remove one 
hundredth of a millimetre on the Z-axis (descent). This was to 
evaluate how much wood to remove the majority of the saw 
cut with the final finish being by sanding to 400 grit.  The 
read out X-axis indicates travel distance of 300 mm. Being 
able to set the length of the cut exactly by stopping the cut 
when the numbers read 0.000 allows accuracy when making 
descending cuts as when cutting a deep trench. 

The Fleur de lis – a paper cut out taken from the internet - 
was machined from a copper engraving plate as sold in artist 

supply shops. The plate was secured to a rotary table 
(turntable) which has three shots for t-nuts to screw into and machined using a 2 mm carbide 2-flute slot drill. 
These can drill going down and cut going sideways. The job could have been done using a fine coping saw 
(jewellers saw) but was cut out in 40 minutes on the mill using the rotary table to turn the plate into an 
optimal position and then using the X-axis/Y-axis hand wheels to position the cut. With patience you can do 
circles this way. Final finishing was done on a diamond grinding wheel, then by small hand files. 

My approach to design has three principal elements. The first is to look for balance, the second is to keep 
things simple (which helps balance), the third is to break up long lines including breaking (rounding) sharp 
edges. Using a milling machine meant the job was done as an overhand routing job. This allows easy aiming 
along the cutting path and you can watch for any splintering ahead of the cut and either slow the feed rate or 
make a cut at the end point then move up to it. A milling machine, with a table that moves both sideways and 
in and out is designed to cut ferrous and non ferrous metals but is quite adaptable. 
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SETTING UP A BANDSAW WHEN 
REPLACING A BLADE 
Gordon Joseph 

The bandsaw is a very versatile workshop machine. To ensure rip cuts and resaw and curved cuts are accurate, 
it should be accurately set up each time a blade is changed. Long-term member, John Brassell, has put 
together a list of steps and tips to help with the setting-up of a bandsaw when changing a blade. The steps and 
tips are based on John’s many years of experience with band saws, but he said that like most aspects of 
woodworking, there are other ways to do the set-up. 
John’s steps are:  
1. Disconnect power and remove the table if possible. 
2. Release the tension on the blade and remove it. 
3. Using a blunt Stanley knife blade or similar, clean the outside faces of the rubber tyres on both the top and 

bottom wheels to remove old sawdust and any gum. 
4. Loosen both top and bottom guide blocks (or bearings if fitted) and the top and bottom rear thrust bearings. 
5. Clean and lightly lubricate the guides and bearings. Use a light machine oil. 
6. Replace and tension the blade. 
7. It can be very difficult to hold the blade on the top and bottom wheels 

when refitting the blade. A simple solution is to use 2 small spring 
clamps placed at 10 o’clock and 2 o’clock to hold the blade on the top 
wheel. This then allows for the easy fitting of the blade to the bottom 
wheel, before tensioning it. 

8. After tensioning the blade, press it toward the main upright body of the 
machine on left-hand side and tension it up so as to leave about 10 mm 
between blade and body. This is usually the correct tension for all size 
blades (there are blade tensioning tools available or you can make 
one). 

9. After tensioning, turn the top wheel with your left hand and adjust it 
using the tilt knob to adjust the wheel so as to centre the blade on the 
rubber tyre. 

10.Adjust the top rear thrust bearing first. Leave about half a millimetre 
clearance between the back of the blade and the rear thrust bearing.  

11.The top front guides (or bearings if fitted) should be adjusted so that 
they are set back from the saw gullets by about 2mm and then less than 
1mm from the sides of the blade. Use thin paper as a spacer between 
the side guides and the blade. 

12.Now adjust the lower rear or thrust bearing and lower front guides (or 
bearings if fitted) in the same way and then close the top and lowers 
doors. 

13.Replace the rip fence on its runner and square it to the table; usually 
done by adjusting the slide bar on the front of the table. Use a 150mm 
square between fence and blade on left hand side to square the vertical 
face of the fence and then tighten. Slide fence and recheck square. 

14.Getting the fence parallel to the blade is vital for accurate rip and resaw 
cuts. Take a piece of 6mm MDF about 500 square and mark a pencil line down the centre of the board. 
This line must be parallel to the sides of the MDF. 

15.Now free hand cut along the line to about half-way and stop the bandsaw without allowing the MDF to 
move. Carefully clamp the MDF board to the table and bring the fence up to its left-hand edge. Adjust the 
fence so that it abuts the left-hand edge of the MDF. Bandsaw blades usually do not run parallel to the 
fence, so for correct and accurate operation of the saw, this is an especially important setup step. 

John has suggested using the left-hand side of the blade when setting up. This is because there is more room 
on the table without any interference by pieces of equipment or tools you may have on the right-hand side of 
the table and also to test the tension of the blade in step 7. 
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Tom Paley 
 
An Obituary by Gordon Joseph 

It is with sadness that we advise long-term Association member, Tom 
Paley, passed away on 21 April 2020 as a consequence of a serious 
heart issue. 

Tom was born in East London in 1941. We understand that after 
completing his trade training (apprenticeship), he worked in England 
for a period before moving to Australia. One of his early jobs in 
Australia was with the de Havilland Aircraft Company where he was 
employed as an Aircraft Woodworker 1st Class. Some RAAF planes at 
the time had wooden bulkheads and the outside skins were 1/16” 3 
ply. Tom helped repair damage to planes. 

Later, Tom taught woodwork related subjects at TAFE (he held a Dip T. 
and B.Ed. Trade & Technician Ed) and conducted a woodwork business 
from his Mortlake workshop.  

We know from his articles that at various times he referred to himself as specialising  in bespoke cabinet 
making and detail joinery, offering traditional marine joinery as well as being a retired licensed builder. He 
was also a talented woodturner. 

One of his specialities was making curved wooden handrails for 
curved staircases. An example of his work is the curved staircase 
railing Tom made using Tasmanian myrtle in the photo below. 

Tom’s knowledge of woodwork procedures and complex joinery, 
woodwork tools and machinery,  timber, woodturning and woodwork 
finishes was of a high order. His knowledge of the history of 
woodwork and woodwork tool companies was profound.  

Tom was a member of the Association for almost 20 years. He was an 
active member and throughout his membership attended most general 
meetings. He exhibited his work at several Association exhibitions and 
demonstrated woodwork finishes and helped on the Association’s 
stand at Timber and Working with Wood Shows. Tom was always 
willing to share his knowledge and when at our workshop, willingly 
helped less experienced members with advice.  

Also throughout his membership, Tom contributed many 
articles to the Association’s newsletter on a wide range 
of subjects including laying out and making splay (bevel) 
cuts, making a wooden spinning wheel (which he later 
sold at a TWWS), bodger work, different finishes, his 
views on current woodwork education and a history of 
hand planes. His  articles usually included a history of 
the matter as well as contemporary practices and often 
included a touch of his whimsical humour. A good 
example of this humour in one of his articles reads “ . . . 
at the risk of introducing the often misunderstood, nasty-
sounding obsolete little branch of mathematics called 
geometry .  . . “. 

Tom’s passing marks the end of a long, varied and fruitful 
woodworking career.  
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Held at the Canada Bay Club on the 3rd August  2020  
Covid 19 spacing restrictions and limited numbers are in force. 

OPENING:  Chairman Phil Greenwood opened the meeting at 7.40pm. Attendees were welcomed and  Peter 
Dunn was thanked for his part in constructing the basket for the dust extractor bin.  

ATTENDEES:  Committee Members present were  Phil Greenwood (Chairman),  Frank Duff, (Vice Chairman),   
Steve Townsend,  David Palmer (Secretary)   Clare O’Reilly  plus 10 members.  

APOLOGIES:  Phil Nanlohy 

MINUTES of  2019 AGM, 1st April 2019,  acceptance was moved by Steve Townsend and seconded by Phil 
Greenwood,  passed unanimously. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for the year to December 2019 
   
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR 2020 
  
Gordon Joseph as Returning Officer declared all positions vacant - noting that there is only one nomination for 
each position and therefore a vote will not be necessary and he declared all  positions filled as follows - 
Chairman : Phil Greenwood 
Vice Chairman : Frank Duff 
Secretary : David Palmer 
Treasurer : Oliver Addis 
Ordinary Members : Steve Townsend,  Phil Nanlohy, Clare O’reilly, Peter Harris  and Richard Leniston 

It was noted that Steve Townsend will continue as Public Officer, that Peter Hunt has agreed to be 
Membership Secretary and that the Newsletter will be produced by Phil Nanlohy. 

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 
In 2019 we celebrated the success of Leon van Vliet, John Evans and Peter Harris in the Royal Easter Show 
competitions. This year the Show was cancelled.  

In April 2019, Phil Nanlohy and Clare O’Reilly stepped up to help run our courses for members. We had 
courses run by;  
Fred Blake on carving, a turning course run in conjunction with the Western Sydney Woodturners,  
Matt Dwight ran an Introduction to Woodworking course,  
Alex Springall conducted our annual box-making course over 4 days,  
Carol Faulkner ran a spoon-carving course with help from Clare O’Reilly;  
Robert Towler ran a Tongue Drum making course with help from Phil Nanlohy;  
Peter Harris conducted our annual Veneering course over 4 days,  
Clare O’Reilly and Phil Nanlohy ran an Introduction to Woodworking course, and  
Clare O’Reilly secured the involvement of her brother to run a First Aid course for our workshop supervisors.  

In 2019, we had an array of interesting speakers talk about a variety of topics of interest –  
Graeme Hill from Eco at Home on environmentally-friendly products for woodworkers;  
John Madden spoke about the WoodDust Designer/maker event;  
Darren Oates, Alex Springall and Andrew Downey gave us tips on getting precision in our woodworking;  
Tony Anderson talked about Flow and ‘getting into the zone”;  
Steve Townsend reported on his research on the effect of water on wood;  
John Brassell and Gordon Joseph showed us their clamping cauls;  
Robert Pearce told us how he makes bagpipes;  
Steve Townsend told us about the spectacular Wall sculpted by Greg Duncan in the middle of Tasmania, and a 
collection of members brought items of interest that they had made and told us their stories. 
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In 2019, Peter Dunn shared his interviews with members Carol and Stuart Faulkner, Nik Teply and John 
Brassell; Richard Leniston and John Evans made conductor’s batons for the Musical Director of the Sydney 
Male Choir; our Sharpening Day sadly conflicted with the Federal Election; Richard Leniston co-ordinated our 
participation in the Timber Tools and Artisans Show at Rosehill supported by a team of demonstrators 
including Townsend Peter Harris, Peter Dunn, Alex Springall, John Kirkwood, Phil Nanlohy, Steve Townsend 
and Nik Teply. 

In December 2019, we celebrated the great work of our then Workshop supervisors - Peter Harris, Peter 
Munro, Phil Nanlohy, Peter Dunn, David Palmer, Brian Dawson, Gordon Joseph, John Kirkwood, Matt Dwight 
and Richard Leniston. And in 2019 we had lots of new members join our vibrant association. 

In February 2020, Lou Harris spoke about her design philosophy and making some of her favourite pieces and 
Alex Springall shared the trials and tribulations of making his MC Escher cabinet.  

Then the corona virus struck. We had to shut the workshop and cancel our annual general meeting in April 
and our June general meeting. Some members did not renew their memberships.  

We are just recovering. We have done some improvements to the Workshop and it has reopened on a 
restricted basis. We have two new supervisors, Tim Major and Lou Harris. This is our first tentative move to 
have meetings again. Plans are afoot for courses to resume later in the year, but that is necessarily uncertain. 
We are in the hands of the government.  

However, throughout 2019 and 2020, David Palmer has worked tirelessly as our Secretary and Workshop 
Supervisor Organiser, Oliver Addis has looked after our finances, your committee has continued to meet 
monthly, Peter Harris has continued to do a wonderful, unseen job of maintaining our workshop machines 
after use, and sometimes overuse or misuse, by our members. Peter Hunt has continued in his role 
maintaining our membership database, issuing subscriptions notices and membership cards and distributing 
the newsletter. And speaking of the newsletter, I am delighted that Phil Nanlohy has agreed to take over the 
responsibility for the newsletter until the end the year.  

Now is the time for a new Committee to take over. In closing, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the 
last committee, comprising Frank Duff, David Palmer, Oliver Addis, Steve Townsend, Phil Nanlohy, Clare 
O’Reilly and Richard Leniston for all their commitment and good humour 

Philip Greenwood  
Chairman  
3 August 2020 
The Meeting closed at 8.20pm
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Many thanks to… 
David Palmer, our Secretary who in addition to keeping the committee functioning has taken on the 
timetabling individual member’s access to the Spring Street workshop as part of his role as Workshop 
Supervisor Organiser.  If you would like to look a place email David at secretary@woodworkersnsw.org.au. 
Tim Majors and Kevin Wallace for installing the back room exhaust fan and for kitchen improvements. 
Peter Harris for continuing the complex task of maintaining the workshop machines, the constant sharpening 
and prompt repairs as needed. 
Our Workshop Supervisors, David Palmer, Peter Harris, Richard Leniston, Tim Major, Peter Dunn, Lou 
Harriss and Peter Munro who have volunteered to open up the workshop as the COVID requirements have 
allowed. 
Oliver Addis, our Treasurer and Peter Hunt, our Membership Secretary for maintaining the accounts and the 
membership database.  
Clare O’Reilly and Phil Nanlohy, Course organisers, who now have 6 courses to run in 4 months. 
The Committee members - Frank Duff, Peter Harris, Richard Leniston, Phil Nanlohy and Steve Townsend - 
for their constant support, energy and ideas. 
And finally, Phil Greenwood for herding all us cats and for keeping the association moving forward in these 
difficult times. 
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A en on: Workshop Users 

The workshop is a great resource for members. 
Volunteer workshop supervisors provide their 

me to help members, ensure safe work prac ces, 
take care of the machinery, and train members 
safe and effec ve in machine use.  

You should be aware of our Liability Insur-
ance.  You need to understand that if you are in-
jured at the Workshop as a result of your own 
carelessness, you are not covered by the Associa-

on Liability Policy.  If the Associa on is negligent 
in supervising the opera on which caused injury 
then the Associa on is covered for any claim. We 
aim to ensure everyone works safely.  

There are clear statements on display at the 
Workshop regarding the safety responsibili es of 
Members and Supervisors.  Please read these 
carefully before star ng any work. 

 

Surplus Tools, Machines and Equipment 
The Commi ee has decided that surplus tools, 
machines and equipment will be sold to members. 
All such items will be adver sed to all members, 
listed in the Newsle er, and displayed at the Gen-
eral Mee ngs. Stay tuned for announcements. 

 

 The Bower Re-use & Repair Centre  
is an environmental charity and coopera ve com-
mi ed to reducing waste going to landfill. Our 
shopfronts in Marrickville and Parrama a sell 
furniture, appliances, household goods, salvaged 
building materials, bikes, books and more. It’s a 
treasure trove of delights with new items arriving 
daily. You never know what you’ll find – all at in-
credibly low prices. 
You can learn a new skill with The Bower’s ‘Tricks 
of the Trade‘ workshops – in basic carpentry, 
furniture repair and restora on, furniture 
pain ng or introductory upholstery. During 
school holidays we offer kids’ recycled art and 
mosaic workshops. 
Need something repaired? Visit The Bower’s Re-
pair Cafe for free assistance with dodgy electrical 
items, wobbly bikes and rickety mber furniture. 
The Repair Cafe operates on Wednesdays, 1pm – 
4pm at Marrickville and on the last Saturday of the 
month, 10am – 12pm at Parrama a. 
 

 

A3-31
Planer - Thicknesser

Outstanding results, innovative developments 
and impeccable quality standards make the 
woodworking machines from Hammer and 
Felder a class of their own.

RL125
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

N440
Clean Air
Dust Extractor 

Tradition - Innovation - Perfection: 
A decision without risk

K3
Sliding 
Table Saw

 FELDER-GROUP AUSTRALIA
NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au
WA Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au
QLD Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au
VIC Melbourne, Email: info@feldervic.com.au
www.hammer-australia.com

NSW (02) 4735 1011

WA (08) 9209 3055

!

 Immediate-Info :

QLD (07) 5543 5599

VIC (03) 9018 8346

A3+K3+N4400_Woodworking_210x297_26.01.2018_AUD_2018_4c.indd   1 06.02.2018   13:11:20

Terry Gleeson’s School of 
Woodwork  

We teach woodwork, turning, 
carving, dovetailing and other 
joinery in our workshop at Middle 
Dural in Sydney's North West.  

Tuition to suit all skill levels from 
novice to advanced.   

Fully equiped workshop.  Small class 
sizes. 

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle 
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