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From the Chair
It is reported that Ikea is the largest manufacturer, the
largest buyer and the largest retailer of wood furniture on
the planet. As a result, it is also the largest consumer of
wood the world has ever seen. Ikea consumed 21 million
cubic metres of wood in 2019. That is close to the whole of
Australia’s total annual log availability from commercial
plantation estates. It equates to a line of logs which, laid
end-to-end, would stretch seven times around the Earth.

Earthsight has calculated that Ikea currently consumes
approximately one tree every second. It makes it hard to
keep up with tree-planting to replenish stocks!

I mention those facts to remind members that we have a
very healthy stock of pre-loved timber which is available to
members at very friendly prices. For those contemplating
building a workbench, we have recently received of load of
old-stock Oregon which would be ideal. Please contact
Gordon Joseph if you are interested.

On the topic of making, one of our members Vince Berkhout
attended Sturt School for Wood at Mittagong last year and
will be doing a presentation at our next meeting on Monday,
4 April 2022. People who have done the course usually
describe it as life-changing and one of the most fulfilling
experiences of their life. I hope you can join us to hear of
Vince’s experiences and see one of the pieces that was on
show in the graduate exhibition “Flow” and featured in
Wood Review magazine #114.

Currently at Sturt there is a wonderful exhibition of work by
28 talented women woodworkers titled “Beyond Ordinary”.
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If you can’t get there before 3 April, read on for the article by Clare O’Reilly or, you can still see the
wonderful array of works at https://www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/sturt-gallery.

Our meeting on 4 April will also be the Annual General meeting with the usual (short) reporting of the
affairs of the Association and the election of office-bearers and committee members. The meeting will
include a happy surprise and I hope you can be there to be part of it.

Phil Greenwood

ABN 51 544 261 324 

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
https://www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/sturt-gallery
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WWA Objectives
The objectives of the Association are:
• to provide a forum for 

networking and to encourage 
camaraderie amongst all those 
who work in wood

• to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of fine woodwork

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork 
as a career

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and 
reclaimed timbers.

WWA Life Members
Richard Crosland

Phil Lake

Kim Larymore

Leon Sadubin

Richard Vaughan

News, News, News

Membership Renewal
This is a friendly reminder for anyone who has not paid their
membership renewal fees for 2022, to do so as soon as possible.
Membership fees are the Association’s main source of income and are
used to cover the cost of administering the Association, insurances, rent,
workshop facilities and maintenance and the like. Anyone who has
questions regarding membership should contact our Membership
Secretary Gordon Joseph at membership.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com
or on 0409 488 919. The Association thanks you for your continued
support.

Workshop
Our Abbotsford workshop is normally open for all members’ use every
Wednesday and Sunday between the hours of 10:00am to 4:00pm. Due
to COVID restrictions, the numbers attending the workshop on any one
day have had to be limited and it is therefore necessary to book a date
and time with our Secretary, David Palmer, by email on
secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com

In recent weeks there have been less than normal bookings at the
workshop. We would like to see more members using the workshop so
please book a session with David.

The committee has decided to purchase an atmosphere dust extractor
to improve the air quality in the workshop. The dust extractor will be
installed on the ceiling and will work to remove the fine dust particles
from within the workshop. Keep your eye out for the dust extractor in
the coming months.

A great way to use the workshop facilities and learn a new skill is to
book a course with the Association. Please see details on course
information on page 6.

General Meetings
The next General Meeting of the Association will be on the 4th April at
the Canada Bay Club, 8 William Street, Five Dock, 7.00pm for a 7.30pm
start.

This will be our AGM for 2022. The formalities are typically brief then
an interesting meeting to follow is being planned.

Contribute to the 
Newsletter
Have you been working on an 
interesting woodwork project? Do 
you have some knowledge to share? 
Have you read a woodwork book and 
would like to provide a review for 
the benefit of other members?

Then please get in contact with Chris 
Gaskin and contribute to the next 
edition of the newsletter.

Chris Gaskin
e: chris.gaskin11@gmail.com
m: 0423 554 406
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Thank you!
Thank you to the Tasker family for donating their late father’s mortising
machine and a supply of timber to the Association.

Our Committee and Members very much appreciate this kind gesture.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
mailto:secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com
mailto:chris.gaskin11@gmail.com
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WWA Committee 2022

Chair:  Phil Greenwood 
9235 2874
pgreenwood738@gmail.com

Vice-Chair:  Frank Duff
9061 3061, 0422 778 380
fwduff@icloud.com

Secretary:  David Palmer
0415 188 605
secretary.woodworkersnsw@
gmail.com

Treasurer:  Oliver Addis
0419 016 622
oaddis@comcen.com.au

Committee members:

Peter Harris
0419 164 098
peterh47@ihug.com.au

Richard Leniston
0402 306 249
richard_leniston@hotmail.com

Phil Nanlohy
0416 022 252
philnanlohy@gmail.com

Clare O’Reilly
0423 360 023
Clare.oreilly@iinet.net.au

Steve Townsend
0411 477 075
steve@ibis4.com

If you would like to join or assist the 
Committee or be more involved in 
the Association, please call any 
Committee members.

Meet a member – by Peter Dunn
Hello members, in this newsletter I would like to introduce you to Peter
Boonstra who is the Association’s 5th longest standing member and
who is an avid woodworker and is amongst our most experienced.

Q: Do you consider yourself to be a professional woodworker?
A: No, it is just a hobby of mine, I have always been too busy to do any
woodwork for anyone but myself and close family.

Q: Did you do woodworking as a school subject?
A: No, but I did do metal work.

Q: When did you start working with wood?
A: In the mid 1970’s I moved into a flat and needed some furniture and
thought that I would make it myself. I had my father’s and
Grandfather’s tools. An old plane, some old chisels, handsaws, you
know those type of basic tools. My neighbour loaned me a belt sander
and I started copying Parker furniture from a catalogue using pine as the
timber. I ended up making a coffee table, bookcase, a bar unit and a
display cabinet. I found that I loved working with wood. I went to the
first Working with Wood Show and came across our Association’s stand,
got myself a membership form and joined.

Q: Have you undertaken any organised training in woodwork?
A: In 2013, at Toronto, (near Lake Macquarie) I did a steam bending
course with Simon Zablotsky and David Upfill-Brown at the Hunter Fine
Woodworking School. In 2011, also at Toronto, I completed a chair
making course with Neil & Pam Erasmus and made a Brook dining chair.
Mostly I am self-taught and pick up what I can from magazines and
videos.

Q: I assume that you have your own workshop?
A: On my property I have built a 100 square metre shed two thirds of
that I have set up as my workshop. I have fitted it out with a Felder
combination machine, a 14” bandsaw, a morticing machine, a 26” twin
drum sander, a Makita compound mitre saw and a Festool domino
machine along with many other hand tools and finishes etc.

Q: Peter, would you tell us a little about
yourself?
A: I retired in 2020 and moved from the
Sutherland Shire to the south coast. I
am 65 and worked for the New South
Wales Railways for 32 years as a
Mechanical Engineer / Project Manager
leaving that employment in 2009 to go
into the private sector as a consultant.
My final project was with Lendlease as
Integration Manager on the Martin
Place Metro Station.
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Q: What brand of chisels do you use?
A: I have a set of 10 Mokume Oire Nomi Damascus
Tasai Japanese chisels that are my pride and joy.
Also, I have a set of 6 Sandvik chisels that I have had
since I was quite young. Fortunately I did not use
them much early on, so they were still in mint
condition when I started woodworking.

Q: How do you keep them sharp?
A: A mixture of Japanese water stones, Shapton
ceramic stones and diamond bars. I also have a
Tormek T7 Whetstone grinder, but you can’t
sharpen the Japanese chisels on the Tormek as the
hollow grind makes the edge more likely to break.

Meet a member – Continued

I arranged for a timber preservation expert to
examine the trees and recommend what needed to
be done to recover some of the timber. I sent a
sample to Sydney University for carbon dating and
another sample to Dr Jugo Ilic in Melbourne for
species identification. It was recommended that we
mill the timber and let it dry as it was recovered
from 30 metres below the water table in marine
sediment and was very wet. The carbon dating
indicated that the timber was 8000 years old and
the researchers at Sydney University thought the
trees were likely knocked over and immediately
buried by a Tsunami. The trees were milled,
prepared and dried and we eventually had some of
the timber made into gifts for the staff, contractors
and VIPs working on the project. We
commissioned Richard Vaughan to make a Table
(http://richardvaughan.com.au/gallery/tables-and-
chairs/index.html) out of the timber and presented
it to the CEO and Chairman of the railways at the
conclusion of the project. Richard wrote an article
for Australian Wood Review (Issue 27 page 59) on
the making of the table. I still have some of the
timber and have made some small items with it.

A bed made from recycled Oregon by Peter

Q: What is your favourite wood?
A: I would have to say recycled timber from
wherever I can get it. I started using recycled
timber early on and people just keep giving me
more.

Q: I know you have an interesting story about some
unearthed Eucalyptus resinifera timber. Can you tell
us about that?
A: Yes, when we were excavating for the Sydney
Airport Rail Link, we unearthed a number of trees
while excavating the trench to launch the tunnel
boring machine, the trees were retrieved and put
aside.

A yard glass stand made from the ancient timber

4Tool cabinet draws

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
http://richardvaughan.com.au/gallery/tables-and-chairs/index.html
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Q: Can you tell us a little about your tool cabinet?
A: I made that from some large beams of recycled
100-year-old Oregon, about 50mm thick 300mm
deep and 5m long, some of 8000-year-old timber
and ply. I purchased the design from Fine
Woodworking
(https://www.finewoodworking.com/project-
guides/shop-projects/introduction-hanging-tool-
cabinet). It is all solid timber with the exception of
the panel sections; the carcass, doors and draws are
dovetailed. All the tool holders and draw fronts are
made from the ancient timber which is hard on the
tools because of being buried in marine sediment
for so long it has a high silicone content, as well as
being hard itself. One problem arose, I noticed that
where anything made of steel touched that timber
it would rust, it was immediately obvious, being
buried in marine sediment the timber was
impregnated with salt. I had to line all the tool
holders with tape to protect my tools. This worked
so I did not have to remake all the tool holders,
which took longer to make than the cabinet.

Q: Any present projects?
A: I am renovating and extending my house and I
am presently making a timber apron with waterfall

If you know someone, or if you would like to be interviewed for an edition of the
newsletter, then please get in contact with Peter Dunn e:
bentneck@optusnet.com.au or m: 0410 411 951

Meet a member – Continued edges to run along the back edge of the kitchen
island bench and a bar top. I am making these
from Blackbutt that I recovered from the fence
strainer rails damaged in the 2020 bushfire. There
are also quite a few more things on the list for the
house, tables, cabinetry etc.

Q: Anything planned for the future?
A: I am going to make a traditional carved rocking
horse with cedar I recovered from the Kangaroo
Valley following the 2020 fires (thanks to an email
from the Association). I have had the plans for the
rocking horse since my kids were young and now I
plan to finally make it for my granddaughter. To
prepare myself for this I joined the Sydney
Woodcarving Group at Lilli Pilli before moving to
the south coast to get a feel for carving. I have still
to purchase the bridle and fittings kit from the UK
and do a practise head before launching into the
cedar.

Well Peter I think a lot of readers would be
thinking, just what is he going to do to fill in his
spare time. Again, thanks for sparing your time to
speak with us.

5

Peters tool cabinet

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
https://www.finewoodworking.com/project-guides/shop-projects/introduction-hanging-tool-cabinet
mailto:bentneck@optusnet.com.au
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Short Courses 2022 – by Phil Nanlohy (Courses Co-ordinator)

What’s on this year?
The good news about this year’s program is that
there are plenty of places left in the courses that
are yet to run. So far only 12 bookings have been
made for the 63 places across the 11 currently
planned courses. The information about the courses
provided below may help members to decide if any
of the woodworking experiences on offer might be
of interest to them.

This year’s program has a variety of offerings. There
are three completely new courses. These are in the
areas of Hand Carving Walking Sticks, Plane
Restoration and an Introduction to Box Making.
Matt Dwight’s meticulous exploration of Hand Cut
Joints has been expanded into three consecutive
courses. A number of courses that have run before
have been rethought and some have been
extended to two days. Two of the two-day courses
have been timetabled for Monday and Tuesday.
There is also one 4 day course.

In addition to the short courses there are two event
days. These are the Accreditation Day on the 28th
of May and the Annual Sharpening Day on the 25th
of June. There will be a free BBQ on the second of
these days.

How do I secure a place in a course?
To secure a place, first please email Phil Nanlohy
(philnanlohy@gmail.com) to see if there are any
spots left in the course that interests you.
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He will advise by return email if there is space
available and register your interest. Please include a
contact phone number with your inquiry.

To confirm your place you next should pay the
course fee. Places are secured in order of payment
received. The best way to do this by direct funds
transfer from your bank. The Association’s account
details are; BSB: 112879, Acc. no. 107 098 141.
Please include an abbreviated course name in the
reference box. (eg. Joints2, Box etc.)

Courses need at least 4 participants to be viable and
are usually capped as 6. High demand can lead to a
course being repeated. If a course that you have
paid for is cancelled you will receive a refund. If for
any reason you are unable to attend please notify
Phil (Mob. 041 60 222 52, 9:00am to 9:00pm) as
soon as possible. If notification is more than a week
before the course or if the place is filled we will
issue a refund.

All courses are conducted at the Association’s
workshop at 50A Spring Street in Abbotsford.
Unless otherwise noted, the workshop will open at
9:30 am for a 10:00 am start. Courses usually
conclude by 4:00pm. The descriptions below will
give the leader’s name, the course date/s, the fee, a
brief description and the number of places available
at the time of publication. If you would like further
information about any of the courses listed below
please get in touch directly.

Short Courses Overview
April 2022
April is Hand Cut Joints month. Matt Dwight has
taken his popular one-day course and redesigned it
to allow the time to cover a range of specific
woodworking joints in much more detail. As can be
seen from the details below the courses will run on
the four Saturdays in April. Issues around tool
selection and preparation, joint design and
selection, and the use of jigs and aids will be
discussed. Choose to attend one course or all three
at a discounted rate.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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Short Courses Overview - continued
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Hand Cut Joints No 1
Course Leader: Matt Dwight
Course Date: Saturday 9th April 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 4

This course will introduce participants to the
techniques for making clean, tight joints by hand.
You will practice marking out and the hand sawing
and chisel techniques needed to cut strong and
effective joints. This first day will focus on Rebate,
Through Housing and T-Halving joints. Matt is an
experienced Industrial Arts teacher who will assist
both beginner and more experienced woodworkers
to improve the precision with which they can
construct the joints in their projects.

Hand Cut Joints No 2
Course Leader: Matt Dwight
Course Date: Saturday 16th April 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 4

In the second course the Matt will teach the
construction of the Mortise and Tenon and the
Bridle joint. This joint is commonly used in furniture
constriction and gives a strong and stable join. The
opportunity to focus a whole day on this will
technique will build participant’s ability to
incorporate this joint into their future projects. In
this, as in all these courses, participants may use the
tools that are kept in the workshop or bring their
own. Please label any tools you do bring with you.

Hand Cut Joints No 3.1 & 3.2
Course Leader: Matt Dwight
Course Date: Saturday 23rd and 30th April 2022
Course Fee: $200
Places available: 5

The final of these three courses will run for two
days. This course would develop members skills in
constructing Through and Lap Dovetail joints. You
could join one of these courses or all three. The fee
for all 4 days is $360. Tools in use on the three days
will include; Engineer’s Square, Marking Knife,
Marking Gauge, Cutting Gauge, Mortice Gauge,
Tenon Saw, Dovetail Saw, Japanese Saw, Chisels
and Mallets.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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8

May 2022
Veneering
Course Leader: Peter Harris
Course Date: Monday to Friday, 16th, 17th 19th &
20th May 2022
Course Fee: $360
Places available: 4

Veneering is an important woodworking technique.
As timber becomes scarce it is increasingly
important that we use what wood we have to the
best affect. This course will teach techniques that
include the cutting and joining of veneers. It will
show you how to glue veneers to substrate using
either a press or vacuum bag. It will demonstrate
the use of fret saws and scroll saws using the
Double Bevel technique. The course will supply
veneers, shooting boards, veneer tape and ply for
backing. Participants may choose to bring their own
veneers. Other resources that would be good to
bring include a scalpel, a steel straight edge, a
cutting mat and a fine fret saw.

Workshop Accreditation Day
Course Leader: David Palmer
Course Date: Saturday 28th May 2022 (10:00 am
to 1:00pm only)
Donation at the Door: $5
Places available: Open

This is your opportunity to develop your knowledge
of the large woodworking machines in the
workshop and so improve the quality of the work
you can create. Every machine has its own unique
way of operating and this training will show you
how to use each one safely. Participants will be able
to show they can operate these machines and so be
accredited to use them independently. Members
can still use machines on which they haven’t been
accredited but will need to do so while being
overseen by a workshop supervisor. The available
machines include a large panel saw, two bandsaws,
a mitre saw, a drill press, a jointer, a thickness, a
router, belt sander and a number of handheld
machine tools.

Hand Carved Walking Sticks
Course Leader: Bronwyn Vost
Course Date: Monday and Tuesday 30th & 31st
May 2022
Course Fee: $200
Places available: 5

This is one of the new courses for this year and will
be held on the last Monday and Tuesday in May.
Bronwyn was featured in the Meet the Member
section of last August’s newsletter. She has long
experience of woodcarving and is most famous for
her large rocking kangaroos. Bob Hawke took one
as a gift for the son of Benazir Bhuto, the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan. In this course
participants will make a walking stick that has a
carved handle. Make an African bird handle or your
own design. The course is suitable for novice and
more experienced wood carvers. Emphasis will be
placed safe carving techniques. Participants are
encouraged to being their own carving tools and
gloves but these will be available if required.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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June 2022
Plane Restoration
Course Leader: Brian Dawson
Course Date: Saturday 11th June 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 6

During this course participants will learn how to
maintain their woodworking planes. They will
disassemble, clean and reassemble and fettle a
second-hand plane. Participants may bring a plane
of their own on which to work or they may use one
of the planes provided. Blade sharpening and the
correct setting up of a plane and adjustments in use
will be included in the course.

Annual Sharpening Day
Course Leader: Davis Palmer
Course Date: Saturday 25th June 2022
Workshop will be open from 10:00 am to 2:00pm;
BBQ 12:00 to 2:00
Donation at the Door: $5
Places available: Open

Sharpening is an art. Techniques can be
demonstrated but it is only through practice that
we learn to keep our tools as sharp as we can make
them.

Very sharp tools can improve the accuracy of your
woodwork and so the quality of the objects you
create. There are a variety of methods for keeping
the blades sharp and in the best of condition. A
range of these methods will be demonstrated on
this day. Members are encouraged to bring tools
that need sharpening and to try out the methods
being demonstrated. There will be a morning
session and an afternoon session to maximise the
number of members who can attend on this day.
There will be a barbecue provided towards the end
of the session.

July 2022
Leather Stitching and Lacing
Course Leader: Phil Nanlohy
Course Date: Saturday 9th July 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 6

This course will teach three leather working
techniques. Most focus will be on a technique for
joining garment leather and hide using double
handed saddle stitch and waxed linen thread. This is
a particularly robust method that is stronger than
machine stitching. The participants will be taught
how to design, mark out, cut, glue and stitch items
of everyday use from scrap garment leather. The
emphasis will be on the safe use of hand tools and
acquiring enough knowledge and skill to be able to
continue with this craft at home. The skills taught
can be used to create new leather elements for
furniture projects or for the repair of leather
components of existing pieces of furniture.
Participants will receive a kit that includes pieces of
leather for practice and a wooden tool known as a
stitching pony. Participants will also be introduced
to edge lacing and to plaiting of 4 or more strands.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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Introduction to Box Making
Course Leader: Tim Major
Course Date: Monday & Tuesday 25th & 26th July
2022
Course Fee: $200
Places available: 3

This is another new course for this year. It we will
be held on two consecutive weekdays. It is a course
that is suitable for novice woodworkers. This course
will introduce you to the basics of box making. From
here you will be able to move on to more advanced
techniques and design if you choose. From these
two days you will gain a solid understanding of the
basic principles of box making and produce a box
that is both useful and aesthetically pleasing. The
course covers the making of a simple box with
mitred corners and the choice of a lift-off or sliding
lid. Cutting and dressing of materials will be
demonstrated but the box making timbers available
for your course will be pre machined to a finished
thickness of 10mm for the box sides and 5mm thick
for the base and top.

August 2022
Introductory Woodworking No 1
Course Leader: Peter Munro
Course Date: Saturday 13th August 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 6

This introductory woodworking course will
emphasise the six basic stages of timber
preparation. It will enable participants to
experience the process to be used when preparing
timber for most woodworking projects. This process
is known by the acronym, FEWTEL. These letters
stand for face, edge, width, thickness, end, and
length. These words describe the sequence in which
woodworkers prepare pieces of wood for use in a
project. Members will create a serving board from
timber they have prepared from an undressed
state. They will design a pattern, join multiple
pieces of wood, cut the outline of their board on
the bandsaw, smooth the edges with a router, hand
sand and apply a food friendly finish.

Basics of Finishing
Course Leader: Nik Teply
Course Date: Saturday 3rd & 10th September 2022
Course Fee: $200
Places available: 2

In woodworking the verb ‘finishing’ as applied to
the process of protection and enhancement of your
finished working project. Do it wrong and your work
is ruined. Applying these protective products is a
detailed and intricate process. Many professional
woodworkers outsource finishing to those for who
this is their entire profession. This course will be
presented by one of Sydney’s best known furniture
conservators and restorers. He will demonstrate a
range of finishing processes that participants will
also apply to a large sample board that they will
keep as a future reference. Instruction will be given
in the application of both solvent and water base
finishes and there will be discussions of the
advantages and disadvantages of the different
available products. Participants will leave with
enhanced knowledge of finishing and a sample
board for reference who is in future projects.

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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October 2022
Introductory Woodworking No 2
Course Leader: Clare O’Reilly
Course Date: Saturday 1st October 2022
Course Fee: $120
Places available: 6

In preparing this introductory course we chose a
project that would enable the participants to
practice the skills we wanted to teach. We searched
woodworking sites and magazines looking for
inspiration. The project needed to be something
useful, inexpensive, doable in 10 hours and a little
challenging. We wanted to be able to use this
project to teach the use of a range of hand and
machine tools.
In addition, it needed to be a vehicle for a
discussion about the adaption of existing designs for
original purposes. Ideally it would demonstrate the
use of jigs and a number of construction processes.
This Folding Stool project met our criteria.

Read on to
find out
where these
two
amazing
pieces of art
came to
be…

http://www.woodworkersnsw.org.au/
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A review of Beyond Ordinary – by Clare O’Reilly
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ebony and brass in her shelf, ‘Looking out’, captures
a deep understanding of colour, design and
proportion. Cat Cook’s drinks cabinet and furniture
from Phoebe Everill, Laura McCusker, Lana Kagan,
Isabel Avendano Hazburn are at the highest level.

The use of timber with other materials, such as the
screen of European Beech and torched copper
mesh, Ruth Thompson’s chair of Tasmanian myrtle
and hand embroidered upholstery and Dale
Dryden’s colourful shelf or Macrocarpa, MDF, brass
and mirror are examples of colour being used to
embellish fine furniture.

The small animal carvings of Carol Russell are
delightful. Her craftsmanship is on display in each
object, carefully carved in salvaged ancient
blackwood, huon pine, white beech, tiger myrtle
and King Billy pine. Linda Nathan exhibited a
beautiful collection of spoons and platters, and
Chelsea Lemon exhibited a tray of hand cut walnut
and dyed veneers.

Linda Fredheim’s laminated myrtle and eucalypt
veneered handbags and Marion Shapiro and Ruth
Thompson’s mosaic and tapestry boxes take box
making to a new level of creativity.

It is a captivating and inspiring exhibition.

Sturt Gallery is hosting Australia’s first exhibition of
women woodworkers. ‘Beyond Ordinary’
showcases the work of 28 contemporary women
makers working in wood.

The curators, Dale Dryden and Ruth Thompson,
who are also exhibiting their work, developed the
idea for the exhibition to provide an opportunity for
the makers to increase their exposure and
showcase the quality of workmanship and good
design.

The work exhibited is outstanding. Ranging from
fine furniture, through to boxes, platters, carvings,
sculpture, and art, each piece showcases exemplary
design, technique and workman- (or woman)ship.
There is something for everyone!

Lou Harris, a member of WWA, showcased her ‘Lily
table’ and ‘Eno stool’, both in Jarrah and Tasmanian
oak. The attention to detail, the slightly tapered
legs, which curve through the tabletop and her
beautifully proportioned stool demonstrate the
highest level of skill and technique. Tyla Veney’s hall
table in European beech epitomises contemporary
design, with her table top resting on wooden balls
above contoured legs.

Catherine Capan’s use of golden sassafras with
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My apartment workshop bench – by James Brodie

James standing in the workbench space completing some 
preparation.

Over the past 12 months James’ interest in
woodworking has peaked. He joined the
Association in April 2021 and was soon putting his
name down as often as possible for access to the
workshop on Sundays. For a time that process
served him well. However, as much as he enjoyed
going into the workshop at Abbotsford to meet
with fellow members and use the machines and
workbenches, he needed a personal space at home
to be able to work on his craft. He lives in a two-
bedroom apartment over in Bondi so he had to get
creative with the limited space available. He
initially discounted the idea that it was possible to
get any meaningful woodworking done at his
home. However, after some research online and in
books he realised the motivation to think
differently about the space he has, rather than
focus on the space he wished he had. So, the wheel
began to turn.

He is fortunate to have a decent laundry in the
apartment. Lucky for him the laundry was in
desperate need of renovation. It was not fit for
purpose even as a laundry, and he and his wife had
been considering what to do with the space for
some time.

Before he settled on a floorplan for the laundry, he
had built himself a small, yet sturdy bench out of
reclaimed Douglas fir (to build this bench he used
an old Black and Decker workmate). Building the
somewhat modest bench for use in the apartment
proved to be a breakthrough as he now has decent
vice and the means to tackle some solid hand tool
work from the comfort of his home.

After struggling through a few projects at home,
James decided to upgrade the Douglas fir bench for
something more substantial.

He thought about the functionality and what
features he wanted on the bench. He then drew up
a scale sketch for the room. He settled on the idea
of 2 vices, one being a leg vice made by Lake Erie
Toolworks, and the other an end vice made by HNT
Gordon. He felt these vices would work well for the
small space and have a pleasing look and feel.

The other major considerations for the bench was
what material to use and where to place his hand
tools in relation to the work space. On reflection,
James would have liked to use a much harder
timber than New Guinea Rosewood. However, for
the price, ease of working, and the overall look
(once stained) he does not regret his decision. It
does however, mark very easily, which is nothing
some wax and muscle can’t sort out. He also uses a
self-healing mat to protect the surface for certain
work.

Timber seasoning in the hallway
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My apartment workshop bench – continued

James jointed the sides of the mostly pre-dressed
timber using a makeshift clamping system which
he put together on his living room floor. He used a
quality PVA glue, one section at a time, and a tight
hold, no biscuits required.

The benchtop taking shape

The icing on the cake for James was choosing to
use brass hardware around the room, for taps and
other fittings. It ties in well with some of the
quality hand tools I’ve acquired in recent times.
James is proud he was able to DIY the entire room,
including the tiling, and has learnt a lot through
the process.

He made the housing for the HNT vice (and cut out
for the sink) using a Veritas router plane and chisel
set, and the dog holes drilled out using a 13mm
spade bit. The finish is two coats of OSMO Polyx-oil
in matt, so it is protected from the splashes
generated from the sink. To cut out the large
opening for the leg vice he used a hole saw. To
prevent racking he constructed a pinboard parallel
guide and mortised it into the front vice and main
leg behind it.

Router plane and chisel at work

A key learning for him was the perception of space
and how to use it for woodworking has been
considerably broadened. Though it is not the ideal
amount of space he can still do messy
dimensioning using hand tools (or machines) on his
balcony using the Douglas fir bench. Then, later, he
can clamp that same piece of timber in the Lake
Erie vice and work on some dovetails.

James was able to make the most of his space in the 
apartment

Well done James, we are excited to see what you
can make using the new bench.

The finished product
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Magic or serendipity? – By John and Jude Austin

1988 was a time of intensely technical photography… and 
many people consigned their memorable moments to 

what turned out to be, perishable polaroids. John says it’s 
amazing that this photograph has held up as well this, if it 

is kept filed away and out of the sunlight.

In 1988, as part of the Bicentennial activities, a
gentleman passed by John’s little factory on the
way to his lunch shop, and approached John to ask
if he could make some decorative bollards for the
NSW State Library.

Making the bollards was a job he quite enjoyed,
though the Tasmanian Oak, chosen for it, was not
very friendly. It required quite some effort to carve,
as the grain has a mind of its own. John says he had
not thought about the bollards since then.

Recently, a friend of Johns’ mentioned there was
going to be a talk at State Library NSW in March and
it was about another interest of his – Magic... John
likes card magic and have quite a collection of
interesting stories about magicians and their tricks.
As Covid has been so limiting, over the last two
years, John decided to make the effort to go and
check it out - it might be interesting…

On arrival, John and his friend found that the talk
was actually being held in the Mitchell Library so
they made their way via the State Library to see the
Magic Memorabilia exhibition first. As they
wandered around, just before the talk began, John
spotted something down the stairs that he never
expected to see…

Right there in the main foyer, surrounding the
wonderful Tasman Map, were the 14 bollards he
had made all those years ago.

Apart from being surprised, John was delighted that
they were still there, still in use and providing a
protective frame for such an important work.

The Tasman Map - made of marble with inlays of brass and 
coloured marble granules, the mosaic took many hours of 

painstaking and accurate work to complete. It was created 
by Sydney’s leading marble and mosaic workers, the 

Melocco Brothers of Annandale, who also created all other 
marble work in the building. 
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Why is it called a bollard?

Etymology. The term is probably related to bole,
meaning a tree trunk. The earliest citation given
by the Oxford English Dictionary (referring to a
maritime bollard) dates from 1844, although a
reference in the Caledonian Mercury in 1817
describes bollards as huge posts.

Magic or serendipity? -
Continued

John was delighted 
to see his bollards 

still is great 
condition and doing 
their job. Thank you 
to John and Jude for 

the article.

Get it?

Wood Joining 
Technique
Use the pictures on the
right to guess the solution
from the clue above.
Solution on the last page.

New Members
We are delighted to welcome new members Sam Frawley, Vince Berkhout and
Diana Chen.

We look forward to your involvement in the activities of the Association and
meeting you at our bi-monthly general meetings as well as at our Abbotsford
workshop.

Sam is originally from Canberra who moved to Sydney for university, and
decided to stay once he graduated. Sam joined the Association as he had fun
woodworking at high school.

Buy and sell

Do you have something (woodworking related) to
sell? Or do you want to buy something? Or maybe
you have some tools or wood you want to see go
to a good home?

We have a great network of likeminded
woodworking professionals and amateurs, so lets
use it to exchange our used tools and unwanted
timber.

If you want to advertise something to sell, or buy,
then please send a short description, a photo,
price and contact details to Chris Gaskin at
chris.gaskin11@gmail.com

Your advertisement will be included in the next
edition of the newsletter.

Sam enjoying the sights 
of Sydney
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Advertising

Terry Gleeson’s School of Woodwork 

We teach woodwork, turning, carving, 
dovetailing and other joinery in our 
workshop at Middle Dural in Sydney's North 
West.

Tuition to suit all skill levels from novice to 
advanced.  

Fully equipped workshop.  Small class sizes.

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural 
Phone 02 9651 1012

tgchairmaker@gmail.com
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Many Thanks to…
David Palmer, our Secretary who takes on much of the administration of the Association. In addition to looking after the
committee business he is the Workshop Supervisor Organiser. He has managed the fluctuating government rules that have
affected access to the Spring Street workshop. David is the person you should contact if you would like a time slot on the
Wednesday or Sunday workshop open days. To book a place please email David at secretary.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com

Our Workshop Supervisors, David Palmer, Gordon Joseph, Peter Harris, Richard Leniston, Tim Major, Peter Dunn and Peter
Munro are central to the safe operation of the workshop. More than this they can offer advice on all manner of woodwork
questions that might be sought by members working in the workshop.

Peter Harris as he continues the manifold and sometimes complex task of maintaining the workshop machines and ensuring our
safe working environment. Peter is ably assisted by Tim Major and Richard Leniston.

Oliver Addis, our Treasurer for keeping watch on our financial health and Gordon Joseph, our Membership Secretary for keeping
track of the people who are collectively the Association.

Clare O’Reilly and Phil Nanlohy, Course organisers, and the course presenters Peter Munro, Kevin Wallace, David Palmer, Peter
Harris, Carol Faulkner, Peter Dunn, Brian Dawson, Steve Townsend, Matt Dwight and Nik Teply on whose expertise we rely to
mount the courses program.

Phil Nanlohy for tirelessly developing, organising, and booking the short courses which are run exclusively for our members.
Gordon Joseph for proof reading the newsletter and improving the standard by a country mile.

The Committee members - Phil Greenwood, Oliver Addis, David Palmer, Frank Duff, Peter Harris, Richard Leniston, Phil
Nanlohy, Clare O’Reilly and Steve Townsend - for their constant support, energy and ideas. Our newsletter article contributors
Phil Greenwood, Peter Boonstra, Peter Dunn, Phil Nanlohy, James Brodie, Clare O’Reilly, John Austin and Jude Austin.

Canada Bay Club membership - Just $3.30 pa or $11 
for 5 years

Benefits of membership include  - reward points every 
time you swipe your membership card to purchase 

food, drinks and other services at the club, discounted 
food and drink benefits, free parking, birthday 

rewards, health and fitness classes, discounted holiday 
accommodation in NSW’s beautiful Forster

Join at reception next time you visit the Club.  
More details at 

https://canadabayclub.com.au/membership.html

Get it Solution
Tongue and Groove
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