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From the (Vice) Chair
Our Chair, Phil is enjoying the open borders by visiting his
son and family in the UK. No doubt, he is also enjoying the
warmer weather so as vice Chair, I welcome you to this
months newsletter.

At least the August newsletter heralds warmer days ahead,
and hopefully some drier days too. For us woodworkers, wet
weather generally sees us checking the drawers on furniture
we have made, or looking for cracks around joints that may
have been a bit too tight when glued together. I have always
loved the story of the UK woodwork master, Alan Peters,
driving around the Devon countryside, plane in hand to
adjust drawers that were stuck as the seasons changed.

At our general meeting on 1 August, we will be joined by
Peter Young. Peter had a varied career before becoming a
professional woodworker. He studied at the Centre for Fine
Woodworking in Maine, and had made some exceptional
pieces. Peter has recently moved to Mittagong from
Queensland so will be much more accessible to members.

Our courses for members have continued. Brian Dawson
showed members how to restore old planes. There is no
doubt that some ‘antique’ planes lurking in workshops or
found rusty at markets are of the highest quality.
Understanding how to fettle a plane, and restore it to
whisper sharpness is one of the joys of woodworking. Phil
Nanlohy’s leather stitching and lacing course and the annual
box making course, which was run by Tim Major this year,
also allowed members to learn new skills. Hopefully we will
see some leather pieces and boxes on display for the show
and tell.

Of course, if you have something else you have made or
discovered in your woodworking practice, please share with
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ABN 51 544 261 324 

A three-legged chair designed and 
made by member Henry Black

members at the meeting on Monday, 1 August which is at the Canada Bay Club from 7:30.

Clare O’Reilly
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WWA Objectives
The objectives of the Association are:
• to provide a forum for 

networking and to encourage 
camaraderie amongst all those 
who work in wood

• to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of fine woodwork

• to encourage creativity, design 
and development of skills and 
application by all woodworkers

• to represent professional 
woodworkers and promote 
sustainability of fine woodwork 
as a career

• to promote awareness of 
environmental issues including 
encouraging the judicious use of 
our precious native timber 
resources and use sustainable 
harvested, recycled and 
reclaimed timbers.

WWA Life Members
Richard Crosland

Phil Lake

Kim Larymore

David Palmer

Leon Sadubin

Richard Vaughan

News, News, News

Workshop Bookings
Our Abbotsford workshop is normally open for all members’ use every
Wednesday and Sunday between the hours of 10:00am to 4:00pm. Due
to COVID restrictions, the numbers attending the workshop on any one
day have had to be limited and it is therefore necessary to book a date
with Andrew Honan, by email on the new email address:
bookings.woodworkersnsw@gmail.com

General Meetings
The next General Meeting of the Association will be on the 1st August at
the Canada Bay Club, 8 William Street, Five Dock, 7.00pm for a 7.30pm
start.

Members are encouraged to arrive early to enjoy the company of other
members and eat a meal at the bistro or restaurant available at The
Canada Bay Club.

Contribute to the 
Newsletter
Have you been working on an 
interesting woodwork project? Do 
you have some knowledge to share? 
Have you read a woodwork book and 
would like to provide a review for 
the benefit of other members?

Then please get in contact with Chris 
Gaskin and contribute to the next 
edition of the newsletter.

Chris Gaskin
e: chris.gaskin11@gmail.com
m: 0423 554 406
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Timber, Tool and Artisan Sydney Show Postponed

Unfortunately, the Timber and Tools and Artisan Show which was to be
held on 12 June had to be rescheduled to 22 July. And then as a
consequence of floods, it had to be postponed again due to floods. The
Show organisers have advised floods, evacuations, and movement
restrictions have had significant impacts on many of the Show’s
exhibitors and that they are currently working to find another date for
the Show. The Association was planning to have a stand at the Show and
will review this when a new date is advised.

Australian Wood Review’s 2022 Maker of the Year Awards
We have received a reminder from the Australian Wood Review that the
"Maker of the Year Awards" presented by Carbatec are now open for
entries!

This year, the Awards carry an impressive prize purse valued at over
$23,000 – including $10,000 in cash and $10,000 worth of Carbatec gift
cards.

The Awards are open to amateur, professional, and student
woodworkers. All entries are displayed on the Wood Review website.
The Maker of the Year Awards are a platform for viewing and
appreciating all kinds of woodworking – from furniture through to wood
art in its many forms. Items may be joined, carved, turned, or made
using a combination of techniques. The December issue of Australian
Wood Review will feature winning and highly commended entries.
The categories include:
Tables, Chairs & Desks, Chests, Cabinets & Shelving, Bowls & Boxes, Art
& Objects, Student (separate awards for secondary/tertiary) and World.

So to our Members, we hope you’ll consider entering the 2022 Maker of
the Year Awards - we look forward to seeing your work!

For further information and to enter, simply head to this link:
www.woodreview.com.au/moty2022 Good luck!
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WWA Committee

Chair:  Phil Greenwood 
9235 2874
pgreenwood738@gmail.com

Vice-Chair:  Clare O’Reilly
0423 360 023
Clare.oreilly@iinet.net.au

Secretary:  Mark Angelo
0405 303 646
secretary.woodworkersnsw@
gmail.com

Treasurer:  Gordon Joseph
0409 488 919
treasurer.woodworkersnsw@
gmail.com

Committee members:

Frank Duff
9061 3061, 0422 778 380 
fwduff@icloud.com

Phil Nanlohy
0416 022 252
philnanlohy@gmail.com

Peter Harris
0419 164 098
peterh47@ihug.com.au

Richard Leniston
0402 306 249
richard_leniston@hotmail.com

Tim Major
0418 214 993
jtmajor@bigpond.net.au

If you would like to join or assist the 
Committee or be more involved in 
the Association, please call any 
member of the Committee.

Meet a member – by Peter Dunn
Hello members, this time I
would like to introduce to you
Andrew Honan who is one of
our newer members, joining us
in 2021. Being new has not
stopped Andrew from jumping
in and assisting with the running
of the Association and is
responsible for our new, and
successful, rostering system for
supervisors and users of the
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shed. Andrew also intends to become a supervisor in the future.

Q: Can you tell us a little bit about yourself and your journey up to now
and what attracted you to the Woodworkers Association?
A: Yes, I am a newbie to the Association and it was due to a bit of
research and a bit of luck.
I had retired from the rail industry and wanted to develop some
“tactile” skills in wood hand tools. I have always wanted to keep
learning, but since retirement not so much in reading technical
engineering journal but more in the hand tools and gravitated to
woodwork (rather than metal work). It just so happened that the
association’s workshop was in the next suburb to me! So that was a
great find!

Q: You mentioned you were in the rail industry. Can you tell us a little
bit about this?
A: Actually I started in the rail industry when I graduated in mechanical
Engineering in way back in 1981, as a graduate engineer with the SRA
and the introduction of the XPT train. I left after a year and went into
construction and project management. Eventually migrating into project
controls which is all about project planning (critical path method) and
cost control.
Long story short after many decades in projects in NSW, Vic., and WA, I
came back to Sydney with the family and joined Fluor Daniel on the East
Hills Alliance in 1997. I wanted to stay in the rail industry because of its
environmental credentials. I made my way through the different
permutations of NSW rail (Rail Access, Rail Services, and RailCorp)
staying in project engineering and controls.
I moved from rail infrastructure design to rolling stock design, and
joined UGL as part of their locomotive design and then onto Metro
design. Finally, I was the trains and depot manager for the Northwest
driverless metro as part of the consortium for the design and
construction. It was about 5 years in this role from Expression of
Interest to Preferred Contractor and through to award of contract.

Q: Do you think your technical skills helped you get into woodworking?
A: Sort of, I always had an inquisitive technical mind, so I think that
helps you understand or appreciate joint design and many
woodworking processes. Plus, handling and shaping wood is very
satisfying. You have to have a lot of persistence to eventually get the

Assistance to the 
Committee 

The Committee is assisted by a 
number of members on a regular 
basis with the overall management 
and administration of the 
Association. They are:

Newsletter editor: Chris Gaskin
chris.gaskin11@gmail.com
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Membership Secretary: Gordon 
Joseph
membership.woodworkersnsw@gma
il.com

Workshop Supervisors Roster and 
Workshop Bookings: Andrew Honan
bookings.woodworkersnsw@gmail.c
om

Workshop Supervisors
Peter Dunn, John Evans, Gordon 
Joseph, Richard Leniston, Peter 
Harris, Peter Munro, Tim Major, 
Clair O’Rielly

Meet a member – continued
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Assistance to the 
Committee - continued

the processes right and skills developed. So, for me it is both going
through the process as well as getting a good outcome, that is really
satisfying.

Q: Have you done many woodworking courses and what is your view of
the courses offered by the Woodworkers Association
A: I have done a few foundational courses, such as Stuart Faulkner’s
introductory course. And I would like to do some more structured
courses, but I do not want to become and expert cabinet maker.
Basically, I just want to do some smaller furniture projects for myself,
for what I need/want for myself.
I think the courses offered by the Association are excellent. The courses
are varied from box making, handmade joints, Shaker stools to leather
work, carving, and marquetry etc. You could not find any better short
courses and they are very affordable.

Q: You mentioned to me that you have grandchildren. Can you tell me a
little bit about your wife and your grandchildren? Do they keep you busy
and do any of them show woodworking inclinations?
A: Yes, I have a lovely wife Jenny and we have been married 38 years
and we have three daughters. They age from 37, 35 and 32. The 2 eldest
are married and between them we have 1 grandson and 2
granddaughters ranging in age from 3 ½ to 18 months. We are
extremely busy with them. Sometimes babysitting them 3 days a week!
“I don’t know how I ever had time when I was working!”
It is a bit early to say if they are showing interest in woodwork. They are
also very busy with all their swimming lessons etc.

Q: You have taken over the bookings for the association. How are you
finding that?
A: Yes, it is going well, I think. It is more automated and seems to have
settled down. Having the schedule visible online, I think helps the
members see the availability of slots, and ensures that members who do
book are assured of fair access to the machines and benches. As well as
access to the expertise of our great supervisors!

Q: Yes, the supervisors are a great resource. What is your feedback
from attendees and supervisors?
A: We are extremely lucky to have the knowledgeable supervisors that
we have. I think I mentioned before that many supervisors take on the
role of “teacher” at the request of some attendees. Sometimes it is
mentoring or even just supervision, if the attendee wants to be
independent. But many times, it is really teaching members how to do
certain tasks or the best way or different ways to do certain tasks.
Also, the equipment is really well set up. The variety of jigs, tools and
machines means members can do a wide variety of woodworking tasks
from hand tools to machines and wood turning. The new heavy duty
mortice machine and table saw tenon jig is a great addition
The attendees really appreciate this and I see strong demand for repeat
bookings.
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New Members
We are delighted to welcome the following new members: Siobhan Bourke, Robert Fossey, Jardine Hansen,
Walter Muskovic, Alecia Nolan, Maria Ochoa, Alejandro Perdomo, Jesu Sebastian and Amin Yaghin.

We look forward to your involvement in the activities of the Association and meeting you at our bi-monthly
general meetings as well as at our Abbotsford workshop.
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Get it?

Q: Tell me about which projects you have done and what ones you are planning?
A: My first project a year or 2 ago (started before joining the Woodworkers) was a tambour desk organiser
(design from Guido Henn www.hobbywood.de). Next was a Japanese step tool (from the Samurai
carpenter). I was encouraged to modify this design to add a 10-degree angle on the sides. This was
challenging for me as I was doing all the joints by hand and the tenon already had a 10-degree wedge in the
mortice. All in all, it was quite hard, but great when it all came together. I also love Japanese joinery.
Next was a hall mirror coat stand which again was hand mortice and tenon.
I am currently trying to perfect my hand dovetails with a small box - I want to be able to do all the different
types of hand dovetails (including bevel dovetails!)
I am also currently doing a small occasional table, to widen all my skills in different types of processes,
including tapers on the table saw.

I would also like to make a computer hutch, to lift my computer monitor off my desk. And another project is
to make a printer stand to take an A4 laser printer, as well as an A3 multi-function centre printer/scanner!
Hopefully I will get time to make all of these things as well as babysitting grand kids.

Meet a member – continued

Thanks Andrew for talking to us. It is always interesting to hear from new members who are coming into
woodwork for the first time. Not just the very experienced woodworkers. All the best with your continuing
journey and I hope your grand children give you much enjoyment and who knows, we may see them down
at the workshop in the future. Peter Dunn

Sawing

Use the pictures on the
right to guess the solution
from the clue above.
Solution on the last page.
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In a 2001 Association newsletter there is a
summary of a talk on Router Control that Les Miller
gave at a general meeting.

Les was one of the Association’s founding
members. Among other things, he was a dedicated
woodwork teacher, he produced educational
woodwork videos, he was an assistant editor of the
Australian Woodworker magazine, a demonstrator
at Timber and Working with Wood Shows, a
presenter on the popular ABC 702 Woodies
program on Saturday mornings and a strong
supporter of the Association. He was highly
regarded by all. Les passed away in June 2005.

The following is a summary of the newsletter
article on Les’ Router Control talk. It is still relevant
today.

A router depends upon a system of fences and
guides. To direct the machining in the direction of
rotation forces the router must be forced against
the fence.

When the router is pushed away from you, it tends
to veer to the left. When it is pulled towards you, it
tries to deviate under your right armpit.

If when cutting a trench or recess across the
timber and the fence is clamped on the left-hand
side of the router then it will be “pushed” to force
the router against the fence so creating an
accurate trench (rebate). When the fence is on the
right-hand side of the router, pull it towards you to
force it against the fence. If you feed in the wrong
direction the router will ruin the work.

The direction of feed causes more problems than
anything else when using the machine.

Every router is supplied with an adjustable guide
which fixes to the body of the router to produce a
groove or a moulding parallel to an edge or end.
Fit an auxiliary timber strip on to the face of the
guide to make it longer and to close the gap in the
guide.

Router Control (From the archives) – by Les Miller

If a person only uses their router occasionally they
can simply “forget” or become “confused” with the
direction of feed.
[Les developed a diagram which helps router users
decide which direction they should push or pull to
force the router against the guide or fence – refer
to the image on the next page of his diagram].

Pilot bearing router bits are commonly used for
flush profiling, rebating and moulding. When
moulding the outside of a panel the router must be
operated in an anti-clockwise direction around the
outside [refer to Les’ diagram]. A rebate around the
inside of a picture frame to receive the picture or
glass must be cut in a clockwise direction.

When a deep or large moulding is being produced,
it should be cut in three or four passes of the
router, each being a few millimetres deeper than
the last pass.

Les also provided some tips including:

• Always wear goggles, ear muffs and a dust mask
when using a router.

• Set the depth of cut when using a plunge router
by placing the base on two pieces of timber of
the same thickness as the required depth of the
cut on your bench, and then plunge the cutter to
the bench surface and lock the plunge and set
the depth stop.

• Always remove the plug from the power point
when adjusting the router or changing the bit.
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Router Control (From the archives – by Les Miller
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This year’s short course program has had a difficult
road to travel. Of the first five courses offered only
the 2nd Hand Cut Joints course was able to run.

We have been puzzled. Why were courses that
had been full before not attracting any takers.
How can we better meet the member’s needs for
training? This is the purpose of this article. What
courses would you like?

It’s not been all bad news. From about May the
courses started to attract enough participants to
run. The numbers have been building since then.
You would have seen the last-minute emails we
sent to all members. These have filled a number of
vacancies.

The Accreditation Day in late May was well
attended. Bronwyn Vost’s Hand Carved Walking
Stick course attracted four people as did Brian
Dawson’s Plane Restoration course. Phil Nanlogy’s
Leather Stitching course was also able to run. At
the time of writing the new Introduction to Box
Making course has a full complement and Peter
Munro’s Introduction to Woodworking No 1 is also
full. This course will be held in mid August.

Nick Teply’s Basics of Finishing was the first
courses to sell out and it will run early in
September. That leaves only Introductory
Woodworking No 2 which currently has one paid
up participant. The postponed Annual Sharpening
Day which is now set for 15th of October.

Where to next for the short courses? – by Phil Nanlohy

But what should we do next?

The program for next year is now being devised.
We’ve had two excellent offers. One for a spoon
carving course and another that showcases how
wood bending can be used to make Shaker Boxes.
We will be delighted to include these in the roster.

We will continue with the introductory courses as
there seems to be a continuing demand. We are
also working up a course that would be specifically
designed to help new members who are starting
their woodwork journey. It would cover topics such
as setting up a small workshop at home that they
could use in a complimentary fashion with the
woodworking resource of the Association’s
workshop.

The question remains what would you, the
members, like to see us run. What sort of courses
would you attend.? What skill areas would you like
to see covered? What tools would you like training
to use? Better still, what courses would you like to
run for us yourself?

Please write or text Phil with your ideas. His email is
philnanlohy@gmail.com and mobile is 0416 022
252 (contactable 9am to 9pm, 7 days per week).

Phil Nanlohy
For the WWA Committee
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Advertising

Terry Gleeson’s School of Woodwork 

We teach woodwork, turning, carving, 
dovetailing and other joinery in our 
workshop at Middle Dural in Sydney's North 
West.

Tuition to suit all skill levels from novice to 
advanced.  

Fully equipped workshop.  Small class sizes.

1191 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural 
Phone 02 9651 1012

tgchairmaker@gmail.com
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Canada Bay Club membership - Just $3.30 pa or $11 
for 5 years

Benefits of membership include  - reward points every 
time you swipe your membership card to purchase 

food, drinks and other services at the club, discounted 
food and drink benefits, free parking, birthday 

rewards, health and fitness classes, discounted holiday 
accommodation in NSW’s beautiful Forster

Join at reception next time you visit the Club.  
More details at 

https://canadabayclub.com.au/membership.html
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Get it solution
Cross cut


