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President’s Message: Spring 2019 

TAMALPAIS GUARDIAN 
Guardian of the Mountain since 1912

 As of this writing, at the end of March, 
the austere beauty of the chaparral is 
transformed into a rich garden of blossoms.   
Ceanothus perfumes the air; millions of tiny 
bells of manzanita swing below their vertical 
leaves and the world is lush.  It is not clear 
yet how many of the other wildflowers will 
respond to this long, late, chilly wet winter.  
There are late showings: the milkmaids now 
shine on hillsides like stars on a green 
firmament, and finally there are shooting 
stars and hounds tongue, who have waited 
as long as they could.  But the lupine, whose 
magnificent swaths of purple would be 
covering sunny meadows? There are tiny 
whorls of leaflets, cups just large enough to 
hold a raindrop.  Southern California is 
having a glorious year, but we wait.  Will 
some find it too risky to put out an 
inflorescence at all this year? Or will there 
be an April display of rare splendor, as early, 
middle and late spring flowers all explode at 
once? 
 The issues of the lands of Mount 
Tamalpais still revolve around ebikes:  All 
interested people who love and enjoy the 
mountain should make their views known to 
the agencies who make and enforce the 
rules. 
 We are fortunate to have Eva Buxton as 
our speaker for our annual meeting on May 
19th. 
 We will be meeting at Lagunitas Lake 
picnic grounds.  Eva grew up in Sweden and 
learned about plants at a very early age 

there. She holds an MA in Systematic Biology 
and Ecology with an emphasis in botany. She 
is retired from working as senior botanist for 
an environmental consulting firm, and is the 
Conservation and Invasive Species chair for 
the Marin chapter of the California Native 
Plant Society.  Her topic will be Weeds! 
 We hope to see you there. The food will be 
excellent as usual, and the weather, we hope, 
will no longer be cold and damp, but 
gloriously sunny and flower-filled. 
  
Janice Barry, MD

Sketch of Early Buckeye by Janice Barry
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SOUTHWESTERN MACARONI SALAD 

There have been several requests for this salad which has 
made its appearance at many TCC picnics. 
  
l lb. cooked macaroni  
2/3 C cider vinegar 
1/4 C vegetable oil 
1 C celery, minced (about 2 large stalks) 
1/2 C chopped Bell pepper (about 1/2 large) 
6 scallions (green onions) minced 
2 oz. jar chopped pimiento, drained 
3 generous dashes Worcestershire sauce 
3 dashes Tabasco 
1 TB minced roasted green chili pepper (canned 
or fresh) 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
15 oz. can blackeyed peas, drained 
12 oz. can corn, drained 
1/2 C chopped black olives 
2 oz. jar green olives with pimiento, drained and 
chopped 
1/3 C mayonnaise 
  
 Mix all ingredients well.  Cover and refrigerate.  
Will last days.  To pep up, add  a bit more cider 
vinegar and/or mayo.  Is OK at room temperature 
for quite awhile with all that vinegar in it! 
Serves 12  I Add the vinegar while the macaroni is 
hot.  Let cool, then add rest. 

Recipe provided by Kathy Hyde Sennello

http://tccmarin.org
http://tccmarin.org


Tamalpais Conservation Club Volume 103, No. 2 April 2019

UPDATE ON CVP v. MCOSD 

Last year, Community Venture Partners 
successfully sued in Marin County 
Superior Court to block the opening of 
the Bob Middagh hiking and equestrian 
trail to mountain biking in the Alto Bowl 
Preserve.   Marin County Superior Court 
Judge Haakenson found that the County’s 
change of use violated the California 
Environmental Quality Act.  

On July 17th, Marin County appealed 
Judge Haakenson’s ruling in Court of 
Appeal of State of California, the First 
Appellate District, Division 4.  

The County filed its Opening Brief on 
January 2, 2019.  CVP’s attorney, Michael 
Graf, filed Respondent’s Opposition Brief 
on February 14, 2019. 

To date, no hearing has been scheduled in 
this case.  

For more information regarding this case, 
e.g. the parties’ Briefs filed with the Court, 
the Court’s future scheduled actions, and 
the like, please visit the Court’s link: 

https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/
search/case/mainCaseScreen.cfm?
dist=1&doc_id=2258040&doc_no=A1548
67&request_token=NiIwLSIkTkw8W1BR
SCM9SE5JUDg6UVxfJiNeJzxSQCAgCg%
3D%3D 

For a more detailed summary of this 
matter, please visit the Marin Post, CVP’s 
on-line paper, at the following link: 

https://marinpost.org/blog/2019/2/16/
cvp-vs-mcsod-goes-to-the-california-
state-court-of-appeals  

We shall keep you apprised of future 
developments in this matter. 

Photos by Chris Barry
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Address Service Requested        Time Value 

Your BALLOT is 
enclosed.  Please 

bring it with you to 
the Annual Meeting 

or mail it early 
enough so we receive 
it by Saturday, May 

18’s mail.  

SAVE THE DATE, SUNDAY MAY 19, 2019 for our Annual 
Meeting and Picnic.  We have reserved the Lake Lagunitas picnic 
area and will meet for a delicious lunch at 1:00 p.m.  As always, 
your delectable supplements to the Board’s lunch are welcome.  
Eva Buxton from the California Native Plant Society will be our 
featured speaker.  We will still have several daylight hours for a 
hike around the lake, up Pilot Knob, over to Phoenix Lake or 
Bon Tempe.  So come enjoy a delightful spring afternoon!
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