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THE SERVICES OF

HOLY FRIDAY & PASCHA
Services for a Reader When a Priest is Not Present

PREPARING FOR SERVICES

These services for the home are meant to be used when a

priest is not available. They maximize the portions of the

services that can be used for these Great Feast days, while

allowing the faithful to either read or sing portions of the

services, as they know how.

Faithful may prepare for these services by listening to

recordings of some of the main hymns of the services, if

they are available, or obtaining the printed music and

practising singing it aloud if they are familiar with Church

music.

The faithful should prepare at least one icon for the

service – ideally an icon of the Lord’s Shroud

(Plastchinitsa) for Holy Friday, and the Resurrection icon

for Pascha – with a lit candle before the icon. Icons can

be placed on a table or shelf, or hung on a wall. 

A small table with a white cloth should be made available

for use for books and icons. Candles may also be held by

the faithful for the procession, if one is done.
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A small hand censer with incense may be used, if

available.

For the Paschal service, the food for the Paschal table,

along with red eggs and a container of holy water, should

be prepared in advance.

Print out or have available at least two copies of the text,

one for the Reader, and one for the Choir or singers. It is

wise to read through the services before beginning them,

noting the italicized instructions.

Most importantly, it must be remembered that the purpose

of these services is not perfection or performance, but the

prayerful and reverent carrying out of the worship of the

Lord Jesus Christ on these most holy days: His

Crucifixion, and His Resurrection.

May your use of these selected services from the services

of Holy Week and Pascha be a blessing to you – knowing

that wherever you pray them, you do not pray alone, but

with the company of the whole Church here on earth, and

the glorified saints in Heaven.

�
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VESPERS OF HOLY FRIDAY

Late in the afternoon of Holy Friday, the faithful assemble

before the icon(s), before which a candle is lit, and the

Reader begins as usual:

Reader:   Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord

Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.
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Holy God, Holy Mighty Holy Immortal, have mercy on

us. (Thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse

us from our sins. O Master, pardon our transgressions. O

Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name's

sake.

Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) Glory to the Father, and to the

Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages

of ages. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us

our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against

us. And lead us, not into temptation; But deliver us from

the Evil One.

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

Come, let us worship God our King! 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our

King and our God! 

Come, let us worship and fall down before the Very

Christ, our King and our God.
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PSALM 103 (104)

Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, Thou 

art very great!  Thou art clothed with honor and

majesty, who coverest Thyself with light as with a

garment; Who hast stretched out the heavens like a

tent. Who hast laid the beams of Thy chambers on

the waters, Who makest the clouds Thy chariot,

Who ridest on the wings of the wind. 

     Who makest Thy angels spirits and Thy

ministers a fiery flame. Thou didst set the earth on

its foundations so that it should never be shaken.

Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a

garment; the waters stood above the mountains.

     At Thy rebuke they fled; at the sound of Thy

thunder they took to flight!  The mountains rose,

the valleys sank down to the place which Thou

didst appoint for them.

     Thou didst set a bound which they should not

pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.

Thou makest springs gush forth in the valleys; they

flow between the hills.

     They give drink to every beast of the field; the

wild asses quench their thirst.  By them the birds of

the air have their habitation; they sing among the

branches.

     From Thy lofty abode Thou waterest the

mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of

Thy work.  Thou dost cause the grass to grow for
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the cattle, fodder for the animals that serve man.

That he may bring forth food from the earth, and

wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his

face shine, and bread to strengthen man's heart.

     The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly,

the cedars of Lebanon which He planted.  In them

the birds build their nests; the stork has her home in

the fir trees.

     The high mountains are for the wild goats, the

rocks are a refuge for the badgers.  Thou hast made

the moon to mark the seasons. The sun knows its

time for setting.

     Thou makest darkness and it is night, when all

the beasts of the forest creep forth.  The young

lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from

God.  When the sun rises, they get them away and

lie down in their dens.  Man goes forth to his work

and to his labor until the evening.

     O Lord, how manifold are Thy works!  In

wisdom hast Thou made them all!  The earth is full

of Thy creatures.  Yonder is the sea, great and

wide, which teems with things innumerable, living

things both small and great.

     There go the ships and the Leviathan which

Thou didst form to sport in it.  These all look to

Thee to give them their food in due season.

     When Thou givest to them, they gather it up;

when Thou openest Thy hand, they are filled with

good things.  When Thou hidest Thy face, they are
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dismayed; when Thou takest away their breath,

they die and return to their dust.

     When Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are

created and Thou renewest the face of the ground!   

   May the glory of the Lord endure forever!  May

the Lord rejoice in His works!

     Who lookest on the earth and it trembles!  Who

touchest the mountains and they smoke!  I will sing

to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to

my God while I have being!

     May my meditation be pleasing to Him, for I

rejoice in the Lord!  Let sinners be consumed from

the earth, and let the wicked be no more!  Bless the

Lord, O my soul!

     The sun knows its time for setting.  Thou

makest darkness and it is night.  O Lord, how

manifold are Thy works!  In wisdom hast Thou

made them all!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, glory to Thee, O God!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, glory to Thee, O God!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, glory to Thee, Christ our

God and our Hope, O Lord, glory to Thee!

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.
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LORD I CALL
Psalms 140, 141, 129 & 116

Choir:  Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me; 

Hear me, O Lord.  

Lord I call upon Thee, hear me; 

Receive the voice of my prayer, when I call upon

Thee.  Hear me, O Lord.

Let my prayer arise in Thy sight as incense, 

and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening 

sacrifice.  Hear me, O Lord.

[The following psalm verses are read

while the icons are censed]

PSALM 140

Reader:  Set a guard at my mouth, O Lord, keep watch

over the door of my lips; incline not my heart unto

wrong, to do evil with wicked men, and I will not

join their chosen ones.

     Let a good man strike me, it is a mercy if he

upbraids me, but never let the oil of the wicked

anoint my head. For my prayer is continually

against their evil deeds.

     When they are given over to those who shall

condemn them, my words will be heard then, as a

rock which one cleaves and shatters on the land, so

shall their bones be strewn near hell.
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     But my eyes are toward Thee, O Lord; Lord, in

Thee I seek refuge. Do not take away my soul,

keep me from the trap they have laid for me, and

from the snares of evildoers.

     Let the sinners together fall into their own nets,

let me alone pass through. I cry with my voice to

the Lord, with my voice I make supplication to the

Lord.

     I pour out my complaint before Him; I proclaim

my sadness before Him.

     When my spirit departs from me, Thou knowest

my way. In the path where I walk they have laid a

trap for me.

     I look to the right and watch, but there is none

who knows me; no refuge remains for me; no man

cares for my soul.

     I cry to Thee, O Lord, I say: Thou art my hope,

my portion in the land of the living.

     Give heed to my cry, for I am brought very low.

Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are too

strong for me. Bring my soul out of prison that I

may give thanks to Thy Name.

The righteous will surround me, for Thou wilt deal

bountifully with me.

Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear

my voice.

Let Thy ears be attentive to the voice of my

supplications.

If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord,
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who could stand? But there is forgiveness with

Thee. 

Choir: (Tone 1)

All creation was changed by fear

when it saw Thee hanging on the cross, O Christ!

The sun was darkened,

and the foundations of the earth were shaken.

All things suffered with the Creator of all.

O Lord, who didst willingly endure this for us, 

glory to Thee!

Reader: For Thy Name's sake I have waited for Thee, O

Lord. My soul waits in Thy Word; my soul hopes on the

Lord. 

Choir: (Tone 1)

All creation was changed by fear

when it saw Thee hanging on the cross, O Christ!

The sun was darkened,

and the foundations of the earth were shaken.

All things suffered with the Creator of all.

O Lord, who didst willingly endure this for us, 

glory to Thee!

Reader: From the morning watch until night, from the

morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord.

Choir: (Tone 2)
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An impious and transgressing people – 

Why do they imagine vain things?

Why do they condemn to death the Life of all?

O great wonder!

The Creator of the world is betrayed into the hands of

lawless men.

He who loves mankind is lifted up upon the wood,

that He might free those bound in hell, who cry:

O long-suffering Lord, glory to Thee!

Reader:  For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him

is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from

all his iniquities

Choir:

Today the blameless Virgin

saw Thee suspended upon the Cross, O Word.

She mourned within herself and was sorely pierced in

her heart.

She groaned in agony from the depths of her soul.

Exhausted from tearing her hair and cheeks and

beating her breast,

she cried out lamenting:

“Woe is me, O my divine child!

Woe is me, O Light of the World!

Why hast Thou departed from my eyes, O Lamb of

God?”

Then the bodiless hosts were seized with trembling

and cried:

“O incomprehensible Lord, glory to Thee!”
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Reader: Praise the Lord all ye peoples, praise Him all ye

nations!

Choir: 

When she who bore Thee without seed saw Thee

suspended upon the Tree,

O Christ, the Creator and God of all,

she cried bitterly: “Where is the beauty of Thy form,

O my Son?

I cannot bear to see Thee unjustly crucified.

Hasten and arise,

that I too may see Thy resurrection from the dead on

the third day!”

Reader:  For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth

of the Lord endures forever! 

Choir: (Tone 6)

Today the Master of Creation stands before Pilate.

Today the Creator of all is condemned to die on the

Cross.

Of His own will, He is led as a lamb to the slaughter.

He who fed His people with manna in the desert is

transfixed with nails.

His side is pierced, and a sponge of vinegar touches

His lips.

The Redeemer of the world is slapped on the face.

The maker of all is mocked by His own servants.

How great is the Master’s love for mankind!

For those who crucify Him, He prayer to His Father
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saying:

“Forgive them this sin, for they know not what they

do.”

Reader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit.

Choir:

See how the lawless assembly condemns the King of

creation to death.

They are not ashamed, even when He reminds them of

His mighty works:

“My people, what have I done to you?

Have I not filled Judea with miracles?

Have I not raised the dead by my word alone?

Have I not healed every sickness sand disease?

How have you repaid me?

Why have you abandons me? 

In return for healing, you gave me blows;

In return for life, you put me to death.

You hang your Benefactor on the Cross, as an

evildoer;

Your Lawgiver, as a transgressor;

The King of all, as one condemned.”

O long-suffering Lord, glory to Thee”

Reader:  Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Choir:

We see a strange and fearful mystery accomplished
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today.

He whom none may touch is seized.

He who loosed Adam from the curse is bound.

He who tries the hearts of men is unjustly brought to

trial.

He who closed the abyss is shut in prison.

He before whom the hosts of haven stand with

trembling stands before Pilate.

The Creator is struck by the hand of His creature.

He who comes to judge the living and the dead is

condemned to the Cross.

The Conqueror of Hades is enclosed in a tomb.

O Thou, who hast endured all these things in Thy

tender love,

Thou has saved all men from the curse,

O long-suffering Lord, glory to Thee!

O GLADSOME LIGHT
(Then the faithful sing together

the Troparion of Saint Sophronius)

Choir:   O Gladsome Light of the holy glory 

of the immortal Father: heavenly, holy, blessed,

Jesus Christ.  

Now that we have come to the setting of the sun, 

and beheld the light of evening

we praise God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

For meet it is at all times to worship Thee in voices
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of praise, O Son of God, Giver of life.  

Therefore, all the world doth glorify Thee!

PROKEIMENON & READING

FROM EXODUS

Reader: The evening Prokeimenon in the fourth 

tone:

They divided my garments among them /

and for my rainment they cast lots.

Choir: They divided my garments among them /

and for my rainment they cast lots.

Reader: They divided my garments among them..

Choir: ...and for my rainment they cast lots.

Reader: The reading is from the book of Exodus.

(Exodus 33:11-23)

(The reading is done in a plain voice)

T
he Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man

speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into

the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a

young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.

And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me,

Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know

whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know
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thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight.

Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy

sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I

may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation

is thy people.

     And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will

give thee rest. And he said unto him, If thy presence go

not with me, carry us not up hence. For wherein shall it be

known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy

sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be

separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are

upon the face of the earth. And the Lord said unto Moses,

I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou

hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.

     And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. And

he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and

I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will

be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew

mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And he said, Thou

canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and

live.

And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and

thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come to pass,

while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of

the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass

by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see

my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
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PROKEIMENON & READING

FROM JOB

Reader: The evening Prokeimenon in the fourth 

tone:

Judge, O Lord, those who wrong me /

fight against those who fight against me.

Choir: Judge, O Lord, those who wrong me /

fight against those who fight against me.

Reader: Judge, O Lord, those who wrong me...

Choir: ...fight against those who fight against me.

Reader: The reading is from the book of Job.

(Job 42:12-17)

(The reading is done in a plain voice)

T
he Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his

beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and

six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen,

and a thousand she asses. He had also seven sons and

three daughters.

     And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the

name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third,

Kerenhappuch. And in all the land were no women found

so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them
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inheritance among their brethren. After this lived Job an

hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons'

sons, even four generations.

     So Job died, being old and full of days.

READING FROM ISAIAH

Reader:  The reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah.

(Isaiah 52:13-54:1)

(The reading is done in a plain voice)

T
hus says the Lord: Behold, my servant shall deal

prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be

very high. As many were astonied at thee; his

visage was so marred more than any man, and his form

more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many

nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that

which had not been told them shall they see; and that

which they had not heard shall they consider.

     Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm

of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as

a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath

no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there

is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and

rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with

grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was

despised, and we esteemed him not.

     Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
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sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,

and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions,

he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our

peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

     All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned

every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him

the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers

is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

     He was taken from prison and from judgment: and

who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of

the land of the living: for the transgression of my people

was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked,

and with the rich in his death; because he had done no

violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

     Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him

to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin,

he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the

pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall

see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his

knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he

shall bear their iniquities.

     Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he

hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered

with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and

made intercession for the transgressors.

     Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth

into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with
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child: for more are the children of the desolate than the

children of the married wife, saith the Lord.

PROKEIMENON 

Reader: The evening Prokeimenon in the sixth 

tone:

They have laid me in the depths of the pit/

in the regions dark and deep.

Choir: They have laid me in the depths of the pit/

in the regions dark and deep.

Reader: O Lord God of my salvation, I call for help 

by day; I call out in the night before Thee.

Choir: They have laid me in the depths of the pit/

in the regions dark and deep.

Reader: They have laid me in the depths of the pit...

Choir: ...in the regions dark and deep.

EPISTLE

Reader: The reading is from the First Epistle of the

holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians..
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(1 Corinthians 1:18-2:2)

(The reading is done in a plain voice;

the icons may be censed during this reading)

B
rethren: the preaching of the cross is to them that

perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is

the power of God.

     For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the

disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the

wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God

the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the

foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

     For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after

wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a

stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the

weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your

calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to

confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things

of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

And base things of the world, and things which are

despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not,

to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should

glory in his presence.
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     But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made

unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,

and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that

glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. And I, brethren, when I

came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

     For I determined not to know any thing among you,

save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

ALLELUIA 

Reader: The evening Alleluia in the first tone:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Reader: Save me, O God, for the waters have come

up to my neck.

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Reader: They gave me gall for food, and in my thirst,

they gave me vinegar to drink.

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Reader: Let their eyes be darkened, so that they

cannot see.
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Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel

according to Saint Matthew.

(The reading is done in a plain voice; the reading is a

composite consisting of Matthew 27:1-38, Luke 23:39-43,

Matthew 27:39-54, John 19:31-37, Matthew 27: 55-61)

(Matthew 27:1-38 )

A
t that time, all the chief priests and elders of the

people took counsel against Jesus to put him to

death: And when they had bound him, they led

him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the

governor.

     Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that

he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again

the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,

Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent

blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.

And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and

departed, and went and hanged himself.

And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is

not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is

the price of blood.

And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's
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field, to bury strangers in.

Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto

this day.

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the

prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of him that was valued, whom they of the

children of Israel did value; And gave them for the

potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.

And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor

asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And

Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.

And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders,

he answered nothing.

Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many

things they witness against thee?

And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the

governor marvelled greatly.

Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto

the people a prisoner, whom they would.

And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.

Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said

unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you?

Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?

For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.

When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent

unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just

man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream

because of him.

But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude

that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.
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The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of

the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said,

Barabbas.

Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus

which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be

crucified.

And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But

they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that

rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his

hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the

blood of this just person: see ye to it.

Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on

us, and on our children.

Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had

scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the

common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of

soldiers.

And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it

upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they

bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,

Hail, King of the Jews!

And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him

on the head.

And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe

off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led

him away to crucify him.

And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene,
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Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross.

And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha,

that is to say, a place of a skull,

They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and

when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.

And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting

lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the

prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon

my vesture did they cast lots.

And sitting down they watched him there;

And set up over his head his accusation written, This Is

Jesus The King Of The Jews.

Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on

the right hand, and another on the left.

(Luke 23:39-43 )

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on

him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not

thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of

our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou

comest into thy kingdom.

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today

shalt thou be with me in paradise.

(Matthew 27:39-54 )

And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,

And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest
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it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God,

come down from the cross.

Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the

scribes and elders, said,

He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King

of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we

will believe him.

He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will

have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.

The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the

same in his teeth.

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the

land unto the ninth hour.

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,

saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God,

my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said,

This man calleth for Elias.

And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and

filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to

drink.

The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to

save him.

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded

up the ghost.

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from

the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the

rocks rent;

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the

saints which slept arose,
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And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and

went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

Now when the centurion, and they that were with him,

watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that

were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the

Son of God.

(John 19:31-37 )

The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that

the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the

sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,)

besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that

they might be taken away.

Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and

of the other which was crucified with him.

But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead

already, they brake not his legs:

But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and

forthwith came there out blood and water.

And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and

he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.

For these things were done, that the scripture should be

fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.

And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him

whom they pierced.

(Matthew 27:55-61 )

And many women were there beholding afar off, which

followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:

Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
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mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedees

children.

When the even was come, there came a rich man of

Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus'

disciple:

He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then

Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.

And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a

clean linen cloth,

And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out

in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the

sepulchre, and departed.

And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary,

sitting over against the sepulchre.

Choir:  Glory to Thy long-suffering, O Lord!

APOSTICHA

Choir: (Tone 2 – Special Melody)

Joseph of Arimathea took Thee down from the tree,

the Life of all, cold in death.

Bathing Thee with sweet and costly myrrh,

he gently covered Thee with costly linen

and with sorrow and tender love in his heart,

he embraced Thy most pure Body,

Trembling at this awesome sight,

he cried out to Thee, O Christ:

glory to Thy condescension, O Lover of man!

29

Reader: The Lord is King! He is robed in majesty!

Choir:  

When Thou, the Redeemer of all, wast placed in a

tomb,

all hell’s power quaked in fear.

Its bars were broken, its gates were smashed!

Its mighty reign was brought to an end,

for the dead come forth alive from their tombs,

casting off the bonds of their captivity.

Adam was filled with joy!

He gratefully cried to Thee, O Christ:

Glory to Thy condescension, O Lover of man!

Reader: He has established the world so that it shall never

be moved.

Choir:

In the flesh Thou wast willingly enclosed in the tomb,

who art boundless and infinite in Thy divinity,

Thou didst close the chambers of death, O Christ.

Thou hast emptied all the palaces of hades.

Thou hast honoured this sabbath with Thy blessing,

glory and splendor!

Reader: Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore.

Choir:

The powers of heaven shook with fear,

when they saw Thine ineffable forbearance.
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They beheld Thee slandered by lawless men,

mocked as a deceived by transgressors.

They beheld the stone that close Thy tomb

sealed by the same hands that pierced Thy side,

but they knew that Thy death would be our life,

and joyfully they cried out to Thee, O Christ:

Glory to Thy condescension, O Lover of Mankind!

(The icon of the Shroud may be censed here)

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Choir: (Tone 5)

Joseph together with Nicodemus took Thee down from

the tree,

who clothest Thyself with light as with a garment.

He gazed on Thy Body – dead, naked, and unburied – 

and in grief and tender compassion he lamented:

Woe is me, my sweetest Jesus!

A short while ago, the sun beheld Thee hanging on the

cross, 

and it hid itself in darkness

The earth quaked with fear at the sight.

The veil of the temple was torn in two.

Lo, now I see Thee willingly submit to death for my

sake.

How shall I bury Thee, O my God?

How shall I wrap Thee in a shroud?

How can I touch Thy most pure Body with my hands?
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What songs can I sing for Thy Exodus, O

Compassionate One?

I magnify Thy Passion.

I glorify Thy burial

and Thy Holy resurrection,

crying, O Lord, glory to Thee!

PRAYER OF SAINT SYMEON

& TRISAGION

Choir:  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in

peace, * according to Thy word. * For my eyes

have seen Thy salvation * which Thou hast

prepared before the face of all people; * a Light to

enlighten the Gentiles, * and the glory of Thy

people, Israel.

Reader: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have

mercy on us.  (Thrice)

     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

     O Most Holy Trinity have mercy on us; Lord,

cleanse us from our sins; Master, pardon our

transgressions; Holy One, visit and heal our

infirmities for Thy Name's sake.

     Lord have mercy. (Thrice)

     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
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Amen.

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy

Name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily

bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver from the evil one.

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Choir:     Amen. 

(If a procession is to be made, the faithful take up the

icons – led by the icon of the Shroud – with candles, and

process in circular fashion. The procession may go either

outside three times around the home, or inside, three

times around the room or area of prayer, returning to the

starting place. The Troparion is sung throughout; if there

is no procession, it is sung thrice).

Choir: 

The noble Joseph,

when he had taken down 

Thy most pure Body from the tree,

wrapped it in fine linen,

and anointed it with spices,

and placed it in a new tomb.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
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now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The angel came to the myrrh-bearing women at the

tomb and said:

Myrrh is fitting for the dead,

but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to

corruption.

DISMISSAL

Choir:   More honorable than the Cherubim, and more   

glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,   

Thou who without stain hast borne God the Word,   

true Theotokos we magnify Thee.

Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord

Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Then the Choir sings the following hymn, and may

venerated the Shroud, if there is one present:

Choir:

Come, let us bless Joseph of eternal memory,

who came by night to Pilate

and begged for the Life of all:

Give me this Stranger,

who has no place to lay His head:

Give me this Stranger
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Whom an evil disciple betrayed to death.

Give me this Stranger

whom His Mother saw hanging upon the cross

and with a mother’s sorrow cried, weeping:

“Woe is me, O my Child,

Light of my eyes and Beloved of my bosom,

for what Symeon foretold has come to pass:

a sword has pierced my heart;

but change my grief to gladness by Thy resurrection.

We worship Thy Passion, O Christ!

We worship Thy Passion, O Christ!

We worship Thy Passion, O Christ!

And Thy Holy Resurrection.

�
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READING OF THE

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Starting around 10:00pm on Saturday night, members of

the household read aloud the Acts of the Apostles, starting

with the first chapter. Customarily, each chapter is read

in a different language, in testimony to the proclamation

of the Gospel to all the nations.

The head of the household begins by intoning the words:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Around 11:00pm, at a convenient time at the conclusion

of a chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, the head of the

household concludes the reading by intoning:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

�
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MATINS OF PASCHA

The lights of the home are kept low. After lighting their

candles, and (if there is to be a procession) The faithful

begin with the singing of the processional sticheron in

tone 6: 

Thy resurrection, O Christ our Saviour, * the angels in

heaven sing. * Enable us who are on earth * to glorify

Thee with a pure heart.

 

The sticheron is then sung continuously, while the bells

ring all the while. Preceded by the Cross, and carrying

the holy icons, the faithful process around the home three

times (this may be inside or outside), singing the sticheron

all the while.

_____________________________________

If there is no procession, the faithful should stand

reverently before the icons, holding their candles, and

sing the sticheron hymn twelve times.

_____________________________________
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The faithful come to a stop before the holy icons, and the

head of the household sings three times, alone:

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(thrice)

And the people of the rest of the household responds, in

speedy reply, three times:

People: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down

death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing

life. (thrice)

Then the verses:

Head of Household: Let God arise, let His enemies be

scattered; let those who hate Him flee from before His

face. 

People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: As smoke vanishes, so let them

vanish; as wax melts before the fire. 

People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: So the sinners will perish before the

face of God; but let the righteous be glad.

People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: This is the day which the Lord has

made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit:

People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

People: Christ is risen . . . (once) 

Head of Household: Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death.

People. And upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

And the lights of the home are turned on, and a bell is

rung as the Canon of Pascha begins.

THE CANON OF PASCHA

The Reader reads or chants each verse, while the refrain

(Christ is Risen from the dead) or the whole pascha

troparia (Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling

down...) are sung. The icons may be censed with a hand

censer during each Ode.

ODE 1

(Irmos) This is the day of resurrection. Let us be

illumined, O people. Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord. For
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from death to life and from earth to heaven has Christ our

God led us, as we sing the song of victory.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Let us purify our senses and we shall see Christ shining in

the unapproachable light of His resurrection. We shall

clearly hear Him say: Rejoice, as we sing the song of

victory. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. Let the

whole world, visible and invisible, keep the feast. For

Christ is risen, our eternal joy.

KATAVASIA

(Irmos) This is the day of resurrection. Let us be

illumined, O people. Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord. For

from death to life and from earth to heaven has Christ our

God led us, as we sing the song of victory.

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

ODE III 

(Irmos) Come, let us drink, not miraculous water drawn

forth from a barren stone, but a new vintage from the

fount of incorruption, springing from the tomb of Christ.

In Him we are established.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Now all is filled with light: heaven and earth and the
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lower regions. Let all creation celebrate the rising of

Christ. In Him we are established. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Yesterday I was buried with Thee, O Christ. Today I arise

with Thee in Thy resurrection. Yesterday I was crucified

with Thee. Glorify me with Thee, O Savior, in Thy

kingdom.

KATAVASIA

(Irmos) Come, let us drink, not miraculous water drawn

forth from a barren stone, but a new vintage from the

fount of incorruption, springing from the tomb of Christ.

In Him we are established.

HYPAKOE

Before the dawn, Mary and the women came and found

the stone rolled away from the tomb. They heard the

angelic voice: "Why do you seek among the dead as a

man the one who is everlasting light? Behold the clothes

in the grave. Go and proclaim to the world: The Lord is

risen. He has slain death, as He is the Son of God, saving

the race of men."

ODE IV

(Irmos) The inspired prophet Habakkuk now stands with

us in holy vigil. He is like a shining angel who cries with

a piercing voice: Today salvation has come to the world,
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for Christ is risen as all-powerful.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Christ our Pascha has appeared as a male child, the son

that opens a virgin womb. He is called the Lamb as one

destined to be our food, unblemished for He has not tasted

of defilement, and perfect for He is our true God. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Christ, the crown with which we are blessed, has

appeared as a yearling lamb. Freely He has given Himself

as our cleansing paschal sacrifice. From the tomb He has

shown forth once again, our radiant sun of righteousness. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

David, the ancestor of God, leaped and danced before the

ark which prefigured Thee. Now let us, the holy people of

God, seeing the fulfilment of all figures, rejoice in piety,

for Christ is risen as all-powerful.

(Katavasia) The inspired prophet Habakkuk now stands

with us in holy vigil. He is like a shining angel who cries

with a piercing voice: Today salvation has come to the

world, for Christ is risen as all-powerful.

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

ODE V

(Irmos) Let us arise at the rising of the sun and bring to

the Master a hymn instead of myrrh, and we shall see

Christ, the sun of righteousness, who causes life to dawn

for all.
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Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

The souls bound in the chains of hell, O Christ, seeing

Thy compassion without measure, pressed onward to the

light with joyful steps, praising the eternal pascha.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Let us go with lamps in hand to meet Christ, who comes

from the tomb like a bridegroom. And with the festive

ranks of angels, let us

celebrate the saving pascha of God.

(Katavasia) Let us arise at the rising of the sun and bring

to the Master a hymn instead of myrrh, and we shall see

Christ, the sun of righteousness, who causes life to dawn

for all.

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

ODE VI

(Irmos) Thou didst descend, O Christ to the depths of the

earth. Thou didst break the everlasting bars which had

held death's captives, and like Jonah from the whale on

the third day, Thou didst arise from the grave. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Thou didst arise, O Christ, and yet the tomb remained

sealed, as at Thy birth the Virgin's womb remained

unharmed; and Thou hast opened for us the gates of

paradise. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

O my Savior, as God Thou didst bring Thyself freely to
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the Father, a victim living and un-sacrificed, resurrecting

Adam, the father of us all, when Thou didst arise from the

grave. 

(Katavasia) Thou didst descend, O Christ to the depths of

the earth. Thou didst break the everlasting bars which had

held death's captives, and like Jonah from the whale on

the third day, Thou didst arise from the grave. 

Kontakion (Tone 8) Thou didst descend into the tomb, O

Immortal, Thou didst destroy the power of death. In

victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God, proclaiming

"Rejoice" to the myrrhbearing women, granting peace to

Thy apostles, and bestowing resurrection on the fallen.

(Ikos) Before the dawn, the myrrhbearing women sought,

as those who seek the day, their sun, who was before the

sun yet had descended to the grave, and they cried to each

other: O friends, come let us anoint with spices His life

bearing yet buried body, the flesh which raised fallen

Adam and now lies in the tomb. Let us assemble and, like

the magi, let us hasten and let us worship. Let us bring

myrrh as a gift to Him who is wrapped now, not in

swaddling clothes, but in a winding-sheet. Let us lament

and cry: Arise, O Master, and bestow resurrection on the

fallen.

Hymn of the Resurrection (Tone 6) 

Having beheld the resurrection of Christ, let us worship

the holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. We venerate

Thy Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy holy
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resurrection; for Thou art our God, and we know no other

than Thee; we call on Thy name. Come, all you faithful,

let us venerate Christ's holy resurrection. For, behold,

through the Cross joy has come into all the world. Let us

ever bless the Lord, praising His resurrection, for by

enduring the Cross for us. He has destroyed death by

death. (thrice)

Jesus has risen from the tomb, as He foretold, granting us

eternal life, and great mercy.

ODE VII

(Irmos) He who saved the three young men in the furnace

became incarnate and suffered as a mortal man. Through

His sufferings He clothed what is mortal in the robe of

immortality. He alone is blessed and most glorious: the

God of our fathers.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

The godly women hastened to Thee with myrrh, O Christ.

In tears they had sought Thee as a dead man, but in joy

they worshipped Thee as the living God and proclaimed

the mystical pascha to Thy disciples. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

We celebrate the death of death and the overthrow of hell,

the beginning of another life which is eternal, and in

exultation we sing the praises of its source. He alone is

blessed and most glorious: the God of our fathers. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

This is the bright and saving night, sacred and supremely
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festal. It heralds the radiant day of the resurrection on

which the timeless light shown forth bodily from the tomb

for all.

(Katavasia) He who saved the three young men in the

furnace became incarnate and suffered as a mortal man.

Through His sufferings He clothed what is mortal in the

robe of immortality. He alone is blessed and most

glorious: the God of our fathers.

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

ODE VIII 

(Irmos) This is the chosen and holy day, first of sabbaths,

king and lord of days, the feast of feasts, holy day of holy

days. On this day we bless Christ forevermore. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Come on this chosen day of the resurrection, let us

partake of the new fruit of the vine. Let us share in the

divine rejoicing of the kingdom of Christ, praising Him as

God forevermore. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead. 

Lift up your eyes, O Zion, round about and see. Your

children like divinely shining stars assemble from the

North, the South, the East and the West to bless Christ in

you forevermore. 

Refrain: Most holy Trinity, our God, glory to Thee.

Father almighty, Word, and Spirit, one nature in three
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persons, surpassing essence and divinity. In Thee have we

been baptized, and Thee we bless forevermore.

(Katavasia) This is the chosen and holy day, first of

sabbaths, king and lord of days, the feast of feasts, holy

day of holy days. On this day we bless Christ

forevermore. 

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

ODE IX

Refrain l: My soul magnifies Him who rose from the

tomb on the third day: Christ, the giver of life.

(Irmos) Shine! Shine! 0 new Jerusalem! The glory of the

Lord has shone on you. Exult now and be glad, O Zion.

Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the resurrection of your

Son. 

Refrain 2: Christ, the new pascha, the living sacrifice,

the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

(Irmos) How divine! How beloved! How sweet is Thy

voice, O Christ! For Thou hast faithfully promised to be

with us to the end of the world. Having this as our anchor

of hope, we the faithful rejoice. 

Refrain 3: Mary Magdalene hastened to the tomb, and

seeing Christ, she questioned Him as though He were

the gardener.
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O Christ, great and most holy Pascha. O Wisdom, Word,

and Power of God, grant that we may more perfectly

partake of Thee in the never-ending day of Thy kingdom.

Refrain 4: The angel cried to the Lady full of grace:

Rejoice, O pure Virgin. Again I say: Rejoice. Your Son

is risen from His three days in the tomb. With Himself

He has raised all the dead. Rejoice, all ye people.

(Irmos) Shine! Shine! O new Jerusalem! The glory of the

Lord has shone on you. Exult now and be glad, O Zion.

Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the resurrection of your

Son.

Paschal Troparion:  Christ is risen from the dead,

trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life. (Thrice) 

Choir:  The Song of Light In the flesh Thou didst fall

asleep as a mortal man, O King and Lord. Thou didst rise

on the third day, raising Adam from corruption and

destroying death: O Pascha of incorruption, the salvation

of the world!

The Praises (Tone I) Let every breath praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord in heaven. Praise Him in the highest. To

Thee, O God, is due a song. Praise Him all you angels of

His. Praise Him, all His hosts. To Thee, O God, is due a

song.

Verse: Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him
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according to His exceeding greatness.

We praise Thy saving suffering, O Christ, and we glorify

Thy resurrection.

Verse: Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with

lute and harp.

Thou didst endure the Cross and destroy death by rising

from the dead. Give peace to our life, 0 Lord, as the only

almighty one.

Verse: Praise Him with timbrel and dance; praise Him

with strings and pipe.

Thou didst capture hell, 0 Christ, and resurrect man by

Thy resurrection. Enable us to praise and glorify Thee in

purity of heart.

Verse: Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him

with loud clashing cymbals. Let everything that breathes

praise the Lord.

We glorify Thy divine condescension, and we praise

Thee, O Christ. Thou wast born of a virgin yet not

separated from the Father. Thou hast suffered as a man

and voluntarily endured the Cross. Thou hast risen from

the tomb, coming as from a bridal chamber to save the

world. O Lord, glory to Thee.

THE PASCHAL VERSES

Verse:  Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered.

[Let those who hate Him flee from before His
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face.]

Choir: Today, a sacred Pascha is revealed to us, 

A new and holy Pascha, 

A mystical Pascha, 

A Pascha worthy of veneration, 

A Pascha which is Christ the Redeemer, 

A blameless Pascha, 

A great Pascha, 

A Pascha of the faithful, 

A Pascha which has opened for us the gates of

Paradise, 

A Pascha which sanctifies all the faithful.

Verse:  As smoke vanishes so let them vanish.

[As wax melts before the fire.]

Choir: Come from that scene, O women, bearers of glad

tidings, And say to Zion:

Receive from us the glad tidings of joy,

of Christ's resurrection. 

Exult and be glad, 

And rejoice, O Jerusalem, 

Seeing Christ the King, Who comes forth from the

tomb 

like a bridegroom in procession.

Verse: So the sinners will perish before the face of God. 

But let the righteous be glad.

Choir: The myrrh-bearing women, 

At the break of dawn, 
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Drew near to the tomb of the Life-giver.

There they found an angel 

sitting upon the stone. 

He greeted them with these words:

Why do you seek the living among the dead? 

Why do you mourn the incorrupt amid corruption? 

Go, proclaim the glad tidings to His disciples.

Verse: This is the day which the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Choir: Pascha of beauty,

The Pascha of the Lord, 

A Pascha worthy of all honour has dawned for us. 

Pascha!

Let us embrace each other joyously. 

O Pascha, ransom from affliction! 

For today as from a bridal chamber

Christ has shown forth from the tomb 

and filled the women with joy saying:

Proclaim the glad tidings to the apostles.

Verse: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

Choir: This is the day of resurrection. 

Let us be illumined by the feast. 

Let us embrace each other. 

Let us call "Brothers" even those that hate us, 

and forgive all by the resurrection, 

and so let us cry:
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Christ is risen from the dead, Trampling down death

by death, And upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(thrice)

THE SERMON OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

The Catechetical Sermon of St. John Chrysostom is read

by the head of the household. No one sits during the

reading, but all stand and listen.

     If any man be devout and loveth God, let him enjoy

this fair and radiant triumphal feast. If any man be a wise

servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If

any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive his

recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let

him today receive his just reward. If any have come at the

third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. 

     If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no

misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived

therefor. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him

draw near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until

the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his

tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will

accept the last even as the first; he giveth rest unto him

who cometh at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who

hath wrought from the first hour. And he showeth mercy

upon the last, and careth for the first; and to the one he

giveth, and upon the other he bestoweth gifts. And he

both accepteth the deeds, and welcometh the intention,
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and honoreth the acts and praises the offering. 

     Wherefore, enter ye all into the joy of your Lord; and

receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the

second. You rich and poor together, hold high festival.

You sober and you heedless, honor the day. 

     Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who

have disregarded the fast. The table is full- laden; feast ye

all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry

away. Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the

riches of loving-kindness. 

     Let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal

kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his

iniquities, for pardon has shone forth from the grave. Let

no one fear death, for the Savior's death has set us free.

He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By

descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He

embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. 

     And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was

embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower

regions. It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was

embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it

was slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It

was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. 

     It took a body, and met God face to face. It took earth,

and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and

fell upon the unseen. 

     O Death, where is thy sting? O Hell, where is thy

victory?  Christ is risen, and thou art overthrown. Christ

is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and

the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ
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is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. 

     For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the

first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be

glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen. +

Then the troparion of St. John Chrysostom is sung, in

Tone 8:

Grace shining forth from thy lips like a beacon

has enlightened the universe. * It has shown to

the world the riches of poverty. * It has revealed

to us the heights of humility. * Teaching us by

thy words, O Father John Chrysostom, *

intercede before the Word, Christ our God, to

save our souls.
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THE TYPICA SERVICE

ADAPTED FOR THE

GREAT AND HOLY SUNDAY

OF PASCHA

Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord

Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.

All: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(thrice)

(The verses are intoned by the Reader, and Christ is Risen

is sung by all the faithful)

Verse 1: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let

those who hate Him flee from before His face.

And at each verse the faithful sing: 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(once)

Verse 2: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as wax

melts before the fire. 

Verse 3: So the sinners will perish before the face of God;
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but let the righteous be glad. 

Verse 4: This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us

rejoice and be glad in it.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

And then: Christ is risen . . . (once)

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

And again: Christ is risen . . . (once)

And again the priest: 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by

death...

And the faithful  finish: 

...and upon those in the tombs bestowing live.

Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord

Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.

FIRST PASCHAL ANTIPHON
(The verses are intoned by the Reader,and the Refrain is

sung by the faithful)

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! 

Sing of His name, give glory to His praise! 

Refrain:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O

Saviour, save us. 

Say to God: How awesome are Thy deeds! So great is
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Thy power that Thy enemies cringe before Thee! 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O

Saviour, save us. 

Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee! Let it

praise Thy name, O Most High! 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O

Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O

Saviour, save us. 

Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord

Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.

SECOND PASCHAL ANTIPHON

God be bountiful to us and bless us! Show the light of

Thy countenance upon us and have mercy on us!

Refrain: O Son of God who arose from the dead, save

us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

That we may know Thy way upon the earth, and Thy

salvation among all nations!

Refrain: O Son of God who arose from the dead, save

us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Let the people give thanks to Thee, O God! Let all the

people give thanks to Thee!

Refrain: O Son of God who arose from the dead, save

us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O only-begotten Son and Immortal Word of God, 

Thou Who didst deign for our salvation to become

incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, 

Who without change became man, and was crucified, 

O Christ Our God, trampling down death by death.  

Who art one of the Holy Trinity, 

glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

save us.

THIRD PASCHAL ANTIPHON

Reader: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let

those who hate Him flee from before His face!

Choir: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down

death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing

life. (once)

Reader: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish;

as wax melts before the fire! 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death
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by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(once)

Reader: So the sinners will perish before the face of God;

but let the righteous be glad! 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

(once)

PROKEIMENON  (Tone 8)

Reader: The prokeimenon is in the Eighth Tone:

This is the day which the Lord has made! * Let us rejoice

and be glad in it!

People:  This is the day which the Lord has made! * Let

us rejoice and be glad in it!

Reader: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His

mercy endures forever!

People:  This is the day which the Lord has made! * Let

us rejoice and be glad in it!

Reader:  This is the day which the Lord has made!...

People: ... Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Reader: The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

(The Reader reads from the Acts without any further
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introduction)

EPISTLE: Acts 1:1-18

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that

Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which

he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had

given commandments unto the apostles whom he had

chosen: To whom also he showed himself alive after his

passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them

forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the

kingdom of God: And, being assembled together with

them, commanded them that they should not depart from

Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which,

saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized

with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost

not many days hence. When they therefore were come

together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this

time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times

or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own

power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto

me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,

and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

(And the Reader immediately continues with the Alleluia)

Reader:  The Alleluia is in the Fourth Tone:
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    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

People:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Reader:  Thou didst arise and have mercy on Zion.

People:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Reader:  The Lord looked down from heaven and saw all

the sons of men.

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel, according

to Saint John the Theologian. 

(The Reader reads the Gospel from the side, without

further introduction, in a regular tone)

GOSPEL:  John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. The same was in the

beginning with God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not

any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the

life was the light of men.And the light shineth in

darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,

that all men through him might believe.

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that

Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
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that cometh into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and

the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his

own received him not.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his

name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of

the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and

we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of

the Father,) full of grace and truth.

John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he

of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred

before me: for he was before me.

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for

grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and

truth came by Jesus Christ.

When the Gospel concludes, the faithful sing:

Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee!

Then the Paschal Hymn to the Theotokos is sung:

HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS
(Replaces "It Is Truly Meet")

The angel cried to the Lady full of grace:
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Rejoice, Rejoice, O pure Virgin. 

Again I say: Rejoice. 

Thy Son is risen from His three days in the tomb. 

With Himself He has raised all the dead. 

Rejoice, Rejoice,  all ye people.

Shine! Shine! Shine, O new Jerusalem! 

The glory of the Lord has shone on thee. 

Exult now and be glad, O Zion. 

Be radiant, 

O pure Theotokos, 

in the resurrection, 

the resurrection of thy Son. 

Then the Creed is recited or sung together:

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God;

begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by

Whom all things were made;

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from

heaven,

and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,

and became man;
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And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered

and was buried;

And the third day He arose again according to the

Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of

the Father;

And He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the

living and the dead;

Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who

proceeds from the Father;

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped

and glorified; Who spake by the prophets.

In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the

world to come. Amen. 

PSALM 33
(This is read by the Reader, or sung by all.)

I will bless the Lord at all times, * His praise shall

continually be in my mouth. *In the Lord shall my soul be

praised; * let the meek hear and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me, * and let us exalt His name

together. * I sought the Lord, and He heard me, * and

delivered me from all my tribulations. 
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Come unto Him, and be enlightened, * and your faces

shall not be ashamed. * This poor man cried, and the Lord

heard him, * and saved him out of all his tribulations. 

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that

fear Him, * and will deliver them. * O taste and see that

the Lord is good; * blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. 

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; * for there is no want to

them that fear Him. * Rich men have turned poor and

gone hungry; * but they that seek the Lord shall not be

deprived of any good thing. 

Come ye children, hearken unto me; * I will teach you the

fear of the Lord. * What man is there that desireth life, *

who loveth to see good days?

Keep thy tongue from evil, * and thy lips from speaking

guile. * Turn away from evil, and do good; * seek peace,

and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, * and His

ears are opened unto their supplication. * The face of the

Lord is against them that do evil, * utterly to destroy the

remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, * and He

delivered them out of all their tribulations. * The Lord is

nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, * and He will

save the humble of spirit. * 

67

Many are the tribulations of the righteous, * and the Lord

shall deliver them out of them all. * The Lord keepeth all

their bones, * not one of them shall be broken. 

The death of sinners is evil, * and they that hate the

righteous shall do wrong. * The Lord will redeem the

souls of His servants, * and none of them will do wrong

that hope in Him. 

DISMISSAL

Instead of "Glory to Thee, O Christ our God . . .", the

Reader sings:

Reader: Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling down death by death...

People: ...and upon those in the tombs bestowing

life.

Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers,

Lord Jesus Christ Our God, have mercy on

us and save us. 

People: Amen.

All: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing

life. (Thrice)

...And unto us He has given eternal life. 

Let us worship His resurrection on the third day.
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BLESSING OF

PASCHAL EGGS & FOODS

The family gathers around the Paschal table, with a lamp

or candle lit before the icon. Holy water is present, ready

for sprinkling. They sing together:

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down Death by

death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing Life.

(Thrice)

Then the head of the household sprinkles the food and

eggs with the Holy Water, with the following prayer:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ

Our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

They sing together, once more:

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down Death by

death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing Life.

�
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