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During the Great Depression a young pastor knocked at the door of 
a farmhouse. The farmer, Dave Oliver opened the door and stared 
at the visitor. Dave was sure this was the man he’d seen in a dream 
earlier in the week. So, he invited the pastor in. The pastor offered 
Dave and his wife, Dora, Bible studies, and they gladly accepted.

While Dave and Dora accepted most Bible doctrines the pastor 
shared, Dave resisted when he learned about the Sabbath. He was 
convinced that if he left his farm to attend church, his large crop of 
watermelons-the family’s main source of income would be lost to 
thieves or hungry neighbors. 

The couple trusted God to watch their crops as they went to church 
to worship God. But before leaving for church, Dave counted the 
watermelons---there were 456. During church, somehow Dave was 
very worried about the crops and had a hard time focusing on the 
sermon. But as soon as church was over, he headed to his water-
melon patch and he counted his melons, -- so his surprise there 
were 467!

The next Sabbath, before going to church, Dave prayed for God’s 
protection, and counted his melons. This time he counted 485. 
During church, Dave listened more carefully to the sermon; but as 
soon as church ended, he went back to the patch and counted the 
melons, …there were 493! Dave dropped to his knees in gratitude 
to God for protecting his melons. Dave and his family regularly at-
tended church after that. Dave was known for faithfulness and for 
raising the best fruits and vegetables in the area.

Dave taught his family that God will meet them wherever they are 
and lead them where He wants them to be—if they are willing to 
follow.Our offering today will be for church budget. Let’s remember 
to return to the Lord the funds He has blessed us with.


