February 4, 2023
Local Church Budget

We Seventh-day Adventists have a reputation of being faithful in
returning our tithes to God, at least compared to most other
Christian denominations. However, our tithing might contradict
what’s in our hymnal, and I’m talking about a well-known hymn.
Either we need to change our giving or we need to change the
lyrics in the Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal, specifically song #3009.

Here’s how the revised version of this song should go: “10% to
Jesus | surrender, 10% to Him I freely give.” Join me on the
chorus, “I surrender 10%, I surrender 10%, 10% to thee my blessed
Savior, I surrender 10%.”

Something about that just doesn’t sound right, does it? Jesus never
asked us for 10%; He’s always asked for everything. That’s why
the hymn goes, “All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give.”

Yes, the Bible talks about a tithe being 10% as a practice of
worship and reminds us that everything comes from God, but let’s
remember that everything belongs to God, including the local
church offering. With what’s left, | buy food to take care of my
body or to pay my bills; even this belongs to Jesus. When we bring
our offerings to God, we acknowledge that EVERYTHING comes
from Him and we can trust Him to supply everything we need.

Today | invite you to give everything to Jesus and allocate a
portion of that to the offerings at this church as you actively
worship God.



