
 

     Tonight was our first night back at Horizon.  It was supposed to be closed for two years 
for renovation.  Because of a law passed where young people (under 18) could no longer 
be housed at Rikers, Horizon had to open their doors again. The population consists of 90 
young men and one young woman.
     It was a very interesting evening. Security was very tight, and there were more officers 
around than I had ever seen before. I was told that the kids were not interested in coming 
to the chapel. But the one young woman attended, along with four officers!
     We focused on the first chapter of Genesis and all attending contributed. It was sweet 
and effortless.
     The officers  said Christian Science should come twice a week at least.  Now that they 
know a little about Christian Science they will get others to come.
     I remembered that during one of our orientation classes the staff Chaplain, Reverend 
Diaz, said, “We are not there to convert them or even teach them about God.  We are 
there to love them.”  All of you are so good at that.
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PRAYERS FOR OUR INSTITUTIONS ARE NEEDED 
AND EFFECTIVE 

Case in point: HORIZON JUVENILE CENTER

     On July 1, 1979, the Department of Juvenile Justice was 
formed in response to both the need for a more responsible 
detention system and the desire to give the system's resi-
dents the opportunity to grow into productive members of 
society.   In 1989, the agency opened two, what was then 
"state-of-the-art" detention facilities, Horizon Juvenile Fa-
cility in the Bronx and Crossroads facility in Brooklyn. 
   Last October, the New York Post published two startling 
articles which clearly indicate how urgently our prayers are 
needed. New York City jail guards were calling for a shut 
down of Horizon Juvenile Facility in the Bronx due to gang 
violence there. About 30 guards were injured, and some 
hospitalized, during the two instances of violence that oc-
curred within 10 days of each other. Sadly, this institution had just re-opened its doors and admitted 
16 to 18 year olds from the adult detention facility at Rikers Island, to be treated as minors and given 
fresh opportunities to reform at Horizon.  Mayor Bill de Blasio had called it a “historic day for criminal 
justice reform.”  
     However, despite the disheartening reports, Horizon House did not close and one of our Christian 
Science workers was there to conduct the first Christian Science Service after the re-opening. The 
Christian Science Institutional Committee for New York State had been conducting Bible study classes 
twice and month, for over a decade (except for last summer when the facility was closed for renova-
tions). 
     Here is the substance of our worker’s report:
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     This clear evidence that on-going prayer for our institutions is needed and that even a smidgen of 
Christian Science can help to leaven the atmosphere of thought. We don’t hear about things being “sweet 
and effortless” in the mainstream reporting, but the Christ light is present and at work unseen, whereof 
we ought to be and are faithful witnesses. 
     For more inspiration, please look for a detailed article about Christian Science at Horizon Juvenile 
Detention Center in The Christian Science Journal sometime this spring. ◼

ZONE REPORTS
WESTCHESTER/ROCKLAND ZONE - Children’s Village, Dobbs Ferry
     In July, Pastor Velez, Director of Pastoral Care at Children's Village, a child care agency in 
Dobbs Ferry, New York, contacted the Joint Westchester Reading Room about sending liter-
ature and the possibility of someone visiting the facility. The request was forwarded to the 
Tarrytown Christian Science Church, as they were interested in doing outreach.  Contact was 
made and we learned there was a youth in care who appeared to have a background in Chris-
tian Science. The child in question was subsequently released. However, the church offered 
to help the other children in any way they could in the future, including sending some non-
denominational books and colorful children's board books on The Ten Commandments, The 
Twenty-Third Psalm, and The Beatitudes. A response to this offer is pending.  ◼

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
     The Christian Science Institutional Committee has recognized for many years the problems con-
fronting those recently released from correctional facilities.  Many of our workers have personally con-
tributed to their welfare providing funds to meet their needs.  Former members of the Metropolitan 
Zone have formed an entirely separate group to help them cope with life on the outside.
     The Newly Released, Inc., is a New York City based non-profit, presently dedicated to helping 
those who are newly released from prison, and have been introduced to Christian Science by mem-
bers of the Institutional Committee.  We have supported the newly released in their study of Science,  
welcoming them to the church communities and introducing them to Reading Rooms; offered them 
skilled professional assistance from volunteers; assisted, if necessary, to find a Christian Science 
Journal-listed practitioner; given them cell phones to help them connect with possible employers; pro-
vided them with Metro Cards so they can go to interviews etc.; and researched other organizations 
already set up in the city to help with housing, food and shelter, and assisted in the application 
process to these other programs.  A future goal is to offer reduced rate subscriptions to jshonline.com, 
as many have curfews, or are unable to visit the Reading Rooms due to transportation or time con-
straints.  We feel this will enrich their growth in Science.  If our clients need greater financial as-
sistance than we are set up to give, as most do, we are fortunate to have been able to partner with 
The Principle Foundation, whose mission is to give grants (not loans) to those seriously studying Sci-
ence.  There is no possibility of failure, and therefore judgment here, just loving support. 
     We are excited about this work, and welcome questions, volunteers, and of course, tax-free dona-
tions to our new non-profit.

Please contact co-chairs for more information. 
Joan Roberts   joanroberts909@gmail.com  347-978-1045 
Kim Zinke  kimzinke@hotmail.com 917-971-6801
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METROPOLITAN ZONE - Manhattan Detention Center
     We are still conducting Christian Science Services each Sunday at the Manhattan Deten-
tion Center. 
     This week I somehow didn't bring enough copies of the Christian Science Bible Lesson, 
since   I generally have more than enough. I chided myself for that, but afterwards we had 
the best discussion ever about Christian Science. I’m sure many of you know what I mean 
by that.   
     A new member of the Institutional Committee, and new student of Christian Science, has 
been joining me there. We both felt very blessed during our presentation.   Many attendees 
took books for themselves and for friends. We have a Spanish group, also, and the new 
member began coming because she speaks Spanish.  What a help. 
     I have been trying to visit a man at Rikers.   I met him at MDC. He is accused of murder 
and is innocent if someone would just listen to him.   He has really was taken to Christian 
Science, being what I call a Bible scholar. He has seen his lawyer once and went to court 
once, but that was cancelled because of a technicality. He has been incarcerated for a year 
and a half now. 
     This is what he wrote me recently, included in a longer letter. 

     “There are days like these I wish I was never born and I question, where is God? 
The enemy just never seems to quit. He just keeps attacking and I am tired of fighting at 
times.  The meaning of John 10:10 is clear to me.  (‘The thief cometh not but for to steal and 
to kill and destroy: I am come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.’)” 
     He goes on to say, “I might have lost everything and everyone, even my innocence, but I 
would not give them up before - however nothing lost can compare to what I have found. 
Those were temporary but God is permanent. 
     “I keep praying and wishing on a change.   It is not easy being in a place like this where 
there is evil thinking and doings. 
     “I know that God can do all things, except jailed, I stake my life that he will come through 
for me.  I have no choice than to wait on the Christ.” 

     This wonderful gentlemen is so grateful for the Committee’sdiligence in sending litera-
ture.◼ 

  (please read last page)

SOUTH CENTRAL ZONE - Longview, Ithaca
     Ethel Baker’s speaking of a wider scope for the Institutional work to include nursing 
homes and care facilities was instrumental in bringing the Christ light to a senior facility in 
Ithaca called Longview. Earlier this year I asked the pastor who organizes the Sunday wor-
ship if Christian Science services might be regularly included in the scheduling of Sunday af-
ternoon services for the Longview residents. The request was gratefully received. The first 
service we led this year was in August. The pastor lovingly mentioned ahead of time that at-
tendance at the services had been down recently, not wanting me to think something else as 
the reason. However, the service was well attended. There was a couple who attended in need 
of the encouraging Christ message. Before the service the husband came up to talk to me and 
was upset over his wife’s condition and what he perceived as unfeeling treatment. Following 
the service I went to talk to the two of them and encouraged them to see that the very evident 
love they had for one another was evidence of the goodness of God. To trust the love of God 
for them and to look for and be grateful for every evidence of good. They were very receptive 
and he much calmer.  ◼
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THE NEW YORK STATE PRISON CHAPLAINS’ ASSOCIATION
Phil Scott, Chaplain, United States Air Force, Retired, of First Church of Christ, Scientist, 

Delmar, NY, represented the Christian Science Institutional Committee at the New York State Protes-
tant Chaplains’ Conference. The theme was “Self-Care for Chaplains,” and was held in Owego, NY, 
October 9 through 11, 2018.  He provided us with a detailed report on the proceedings. The following 
are some highlights from his report.
      There was a “Reentry Presentation” on how to keep folks from going to prisons in the first place 
and ways keep them from coming back, discussing at length the challenges inmates face when re-
turning to their homes, communities and churches. Another session included ways the Chaplains 
could communicate with and support one another, inmates and prison staff.  One of the Chaplains 
spoke of how he calls on members of local places of worship to aid in securing the safety of the 
community.
     The conference closed with a worship service in the Episcopal Church, which included an emo-
tional sermon on the true calling of Christians to minister to all God’s children, a charge that went 
way beyond the wall of any one place of worship.
    The Committee is very grateful for Phil’s willingness to attend. The Chaplains welcome his atten-
dance and appreciate his support.

OUR GRATITUDE TO YOU ALL
We wish to thank the Christian Science Churches and Societies of New York and all those 
who continue to provide their generous financial and prayerful support.


