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     Chaplains, volunteers, committee representatives and those church members interested in 
institutional work were invited to meet on June 3, 2017 in the 
Christian Science Publishing Society building on the Church 
Plaza. Cara Cusak-Theodule was introduced as the new Insti-
tutional Liaison to The Mother Church, replacing Toni Gas-
pard who faithfully held that post for many years. Institutional 
workers from several states were in attendance. 
     Tom McElroy, CS, gave an inspiring opening address stat-
ing the importance of the institutional work and the great 
blessings it brings to those confined in prisons, nursing homes, 
mental hospitals and juvenile facilities. Several attendees gave 
testimony to the effectiveness of this work. Their great love 
and devotion to our Cause was palpable. This was followed by 
group discussions on various aspects of the work and ending 
with the sharing of fruitage from those discussions. 
     The meeting ended with remarks by Richard Evans, CSB, 
member of the Board of Directors of The Mother Church. We are so very grateful for the in-
creased support of TMC in our efforts to bring Christian Science to those confined. We feel 
their appreciation and their love. 

Annual Meeting June 5, 2017
This year's Annual Meeting included a video discussion of the Committee work being done by 
Third Church of Christ, Scientist, Dallas, Texas. Several members of that church spoke about 
the many blessings given and received by their Institutional Workers. Their focus on sharing 
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the blessings of Christian Science through the committee work has brought a large increase in 
membership to their church, including a former inmate. The fruitage from their work is shared at 
their Wednesday Testimony Meetings and keeps their members informed of the importance of the 
work. The Annual Meeting is available online at http://www.christianscience.com/member-re-
sources/annual-meeting and we urge you to watch it.

    Members of the Christian Science Institutional 
Committee for New York State attended the gradua-
tion ceremonies at Sing Sing Correctional Facility 
on June 7, 2017. Inmate Carl Strawitch received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in the presence of his 
brother, several committee members from First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, Tarrytown, New York, 
and the Committee's Executive Administrator who 
were there to share in the joy of his achievement. 
Among the illustrious speakers were Bryonn Bain, 
wrongfully-jailed at one point, who went on to be-
come a Hip Hop performer, activist, and UCLA pro-
fessor and singer Harry Belafonte who is now active 
in the prison reform movement. Music star Usher 
was a member of the audience. 
    Carl's presence at his graduation was a demon-
stration of God's guiding and protective care. Ap-
proximately two months before graduation, Carl 
was told by his advisor, that in a day or two he was 
to be put in shackles and bused to a medium securi-
ty facility near Buffalo. He was told that he needed 
to complete a certain program, not offered at Sing 
Sing, before he would become eligible for parole in 
two years. He told his advisor that this would pre-
vent him from graduating, but it did not seem to 
matter. 
     Carl called the committee members who had 
been visiting him and told them of his predicament. 

They said that they would pray for him. They in turn 
asked their fellow church members to pray affirm-
ing the oneness of Mind and the fact that Carl was 
in his right place at all times. 
     Efforts made to contact the Deputy Superinten-
dent at Sing Sing were not successful. 
         The next day, Carl sent a piece of unfinished 

artwork to a staff member in 
charge of the high school GED 
program, with a note apologiz-
ing for being unable to finish 
the artwork, due to the impend-
ing transfer. He mentioned that 
the transfer would also prevent 
him from graduating in June.                    
The staff member then called 
the Deputy Superintendent and 

told her about Carl's situation. 
She immediately called the guards who were right at 
that moment transferring the inmates to the bus. A 
guard then informed Carl, who was in a holding 
area, that he would not be getting on the waiting 
bus. Carl was then taken back to his cell in the hon-
or block, a very grateful man. 
     Letters were sent to the Deputy Superintendent 
by members from the Tarrytown Church thanking 
her for her efforts in Carl's behalf. 

Cross and Crown by Carl 
Strawitch, carved in wood, 
given several years ago to First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Tarrytown, as an expression of 
gratitude.

Mercy College Commencement Exercises
at Sing Sing Correctional Facility in Ossining, New York
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SUFFOLK ZONE
    We are so grateful to have 12 enthusiastic workers, including 2 from the New York City area, serving at 
the Riverhead Jail. We have asked the administration there if we might meet every week instead of every 
other week, but have been told that all the slots are filled. We are trying to go into Yaphank Detentional Fa-
cility, but have been told they are filled up at present. We ask your metephysical support as we continue to 
knock at the door. 
     In the past six months, we have been happy to welcome several attendees at our services. Each of them 
has been appreciative and engaged in the study. Our latest attendee has been sharing what he has learned.  
He has taken several copies of Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy, along 
with Christian Science Monitors and Sentinels, to give to his friends. 
     Very occasionally, we have a female attendee. The administration doesn't like us to have both male and 
female inmates at the same service, and it seems that in other ways females are discouraged from attending. 
This situation, too, needs everyones’s prayerful attention. 
     We are grateful to be a part of this good work. 

MID-HUDSON ZONE 
     Our Zone Chairman writes: “I have been working with an inmate for over 19 years. Of my 25 years 
working with the Institutional Committee I have found him to be one of the best workers in Christian Sci-
ence, demonstrating the Christ in the many challenges he has faced. Despite being turned down for parole 
three times, he has continuously demonstrated the resiliency of God's spiritual freedom and the recognition 
of who he is as a child of God. 
     “Recently, he had been scheduled for release in June 2017, having secured a place to stay and employ-
ment. A week before this release, he received a notice that a psychologist from the state had written a report 
outlining accusations from his past, all taken out of context. This psychologist had never met with the in-
mate personally. 
     ‘We prayed to know that all that exists is God and His Christ and that Truth would be revealed during the 
upcoming hearing. The case was presented very well by the inmate's attorney, stating mistakes in the report 
and the fact the psychologist had never met with him. There is to be one more hearing in August before a 
determination is made by a judge or a possible trial by jury. 
     “Whatever is determined humanly, we will continue to know that nothing can ever take away his freedom 
as a child of God. For 31 years, he has been a model prisoner, and most of all, a devout Christian Scientist.” 

METROPOLITAN ZONE
     Members of the Metropolitan Zone along with volunteers from many other religious denominations in 
the Metro area were honored by the New York City Department of Corrections at a dinner held May 11, 
2017, at the Robert Ross Johnson Family Center in Queens. They were recognized for their work at Manhat-
tan Detention Center and Horizon Juvenile Center in the Bronx. 
     Services are held every Sunday between 9:30 and 11:00 at the MDC and every other Monday from 6:00 
until 7:30 at Horizon Juvenile Facility.  
      Those attending services at MDC are receiving one-on-one visits and mentoring until they are released 
or transferred to other facilities in New York State. They are then referred to the other Committee Zone 
Chairmen upstate to continue their study of Christian Science.Many of the men share Christian Science with 
their fellow inmates. Requests for our books and literature are sent to the Executive Office in NYC. Copies 
of MyBibleLesson are sent to the men until they are able to receive the Full Text version. Their gratitude for 
Christian Science and the Christian Scientists in their lives is heart-warming. 
     We are realizing more and more how important it is to provide one-on-one visits with those who are new 
to Christian Science.  We encourage all committee members to become involved in this aspect of our work, 
as there is a great need at this time.  We have received several requests from inmates at both MDC and Rik-
er’s Island. The work is very rewarding and well worth your time.
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CENTRAL ZONE
     We are now corresponding with and visiting three men at Marcy Correctional Facility, one at Midstate 
Correctional, and two at Mohawk Correctional, all in the Utica/Rome area. They are very grateful for our 
help and are sharing Christian Science with their fellow inmates. As visiting hours are only on the weekends 
and holidays, seeing them is a challenge, but we do it. 
     Literature is being delivered to one of the jails in the Syracuse area. Attempts are being made to interest 
two youth facilities in a Bible study program. We plan to continue our contacts with them and will be start-
ing subscriptions to The Christian Science Monitor for them. 
     Prison reform has become one of the top priorities of the day. The Christian Science Institutional work 
has been going on for over a hundred years. Mary Baker Eddy's devotion to this cause was evident through-
out her life. 
    Ethel Baker, C.S.B. in her address at our annual meeting last October asked us to "make a commitment 
for the next twelve months to pray for five minutes each day for all those who seem isolated from church — 
those in jail or prison, hospitals, psychiatric facilities, nursing homes, and youth detention centers." Feel free 
to pick one institution in particular if you'd like. Let us be unceasing in our prayer, for we know that all prob-
lems can be corrected through prayer.  

We are grateful to all the members of the Christian Science Churches and Societies 
in New York State for supporting this work prayerfully and financially.

Christian Science Institutional Committee 
for New York State 
340 Madison Avenue, Room 526 
New York, New York 10173


