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Theme → Culture Cultural Interactions Theories & Interpretations Materials, Processes, & Techniques Purpose & Audience

🗿Unit 1
Prehistoric

● Paleolithic �30,000�8,000 BCE�
● Neolithic �8,000�3000 BCE�

● Physical setting influences
artwork

● Use of carbon-14 dating and
archeological excav. to find
artifacts

● Interpretations of art vary

● Materials: rock, clay, and natural
pigments

● Techniques/Processes: rock carvings,
paintings on  rock, shaping clay into
figures, geometric figures

● Audience: collective community
● Purpose: spiritual; artwork was

also portable

🏛Unit 2
Mediterranean

● The Near East �3500 BCE�300 CE�
● Egypt �3000�30 BCE�
● Greece �900�30 BCE�
● Etruria �900�270 BCE�
● Rome �750 BCE�350 CE�

● Interactions were made through
trade (exchange of ideas)

● Influenced artistic traditions and
techniques

● Archeological excavations and
written records are used to
analyze art

● Materials: marble, clay, concrete, stone
● Techniques/Processes: use of relief,

mosaic, contrapposto, fresco, three
Greek orders

● Audience: rulers, nobility, or
general public

● Purpose: spiritual, cultural or
propaganda  power of ruler)

● Greeks/Romans displayed
idealized human figures

⛪Unit 3
Early Europe &
Colonial American

● Medieval �300�1400 CE�
● Islamic �300�1600 CE�
● Renaissance �1400�1520 CE�
● Baroque �1690�1770 CE�
● Colonial �1500�1820 CE�

● Artistic exchanges were
facilitated through trade and
conquest

● Spanish conquest led to
syncretism

● Context derived from written
records and religious documents

● Theories reflect cultural context

● Materials: stone, textiles, oil paint,
vellum

● Techniques/Processes: mosaics,
frescoes, linear perspective,
calligraphy, tenebrism, chiaroscuro

● Audience: wealthy patrons or
general community

● Purpose: mainly religious;
colonial art documented the
New World

⚔Unit 4
Later Europe &
American

● Revolutions and the
Enlightenment influenced artistic
movements

● Various artistic movements
(“-isms”)

● Globalization, increased travel,
and advancements in
communication facilitated the
exchange of artistic styles

● Some artwork was difficult to
understand

● Interpretations are formed from
visual analysis and use of
records

● Materials: pastel, oil paint,
photography, earthwork, watercolor

● Techniques/Processes: linear
perspective, fresco, curvilinear lines,
ready- mades, assemblage

● Audience: patrons or general
public

● Purpose: express personal
emotions or political opinions;
also decorative

🌽Unit 5
Indigenous

● Chavin �900�200 BCE�
● Mayan �300�900 CE�
● Aztec �1400�1521 CE�
● Inca �1438�1532 CE�
● North American Societies

● Similarities across various
architectural structures

● Syncretism

● Multi-disciplinary collaboration
combines analyzation techniques

● Scholastic material is used to
explore artwork

● Materials: earthworks, textiles, stone,
ceramics, metalwork, featherwork,
beadwork

● Techniques/Processes: geometric
patterns, weaving (basketry), rock
carvings, post-and-lintel

● Audience: rulers, nobility,
priests, general public

● Purpose: spiritual, pay homage
to gods; articles of clothing;
audience participation
w/temples

⚱Unit 6
African

● Various ethnic groups

● Fused traditional African forms
w/European styles due to trade
networks

● Scramble for Africa

● Cultural anthropology
● Influence of oral tradition

● Materials: wood, clay, adobe,
metalwork, textiles, stone

● Techniques/Processes: intricate
abstract patterns, carvings

● Audience: local community
● Purpose: spiritual, political

(symbolizing power), form of
cultural expression

🕌Unit 7
W. & C. Asian

● West and Central Asia �500
BCE�1980 CE�

● Diverse cultures linked by Islam
and Buddhism

● Silk Road facilitated trade (led to
syncretism)

● Political, cultural, and historical
contexts influence
interpretations

● Materials: metalwork, ceramics, textiles
● Techniques/Processes: calligraphy,

manuscript paintings

● Audience: royalty, general
public, wealthy patrons

● Purpose: religious

🛕Unit 8
S, E, & SE Asian

● Major Regions: Japan, China,
South Korea, India

● Influence of religion— Buddhism,
Hinduism, etc.

● Maritime trade
● Syncretism (ex. merging

religious traditions)
● Silk Road

● Architecture and artistic styles
come from cultural and religious
practices

● Materials: metal, textiles,
monochromatic paint

● Tech/Processes: manuscript painting,
calligraphy, contour drawing, carvings

● Audience: general public
● Purpose: religious and spiritual

🐚Unit 9
Pacific

● Major Regions: Hawaii, Fiji,
Micronesia, Nuie

● Euro  divided Pac—Micronesia,
Melanesia, Polynesia

● Islands were isolated until
expansionism

● Pacific art carries meaning and
energy (mana)

● Destruction of art erases culture

● Materials: textiles, bone, pigments,
ivory, various shells, stone, wood, coral

● Techniques/Processes: minimalism, use
of motif

● Audience: collective community
● Purpose: narrative and spiritual

(protects mana)

🏢Unit 10
Contemporary

● Art represents the entire globe
● Globalization, war, and

industrialization led to
exchanges and interactions

● Various theories describe
contemporary art

● Materials: digital tech, acrylic, and
other modern media

● Techniques/Processes: experimentation

● Audience: general public
● Purpose: social commentary
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