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Theme → Environment Culture Governance Economic Systems Society Tech & Innovation

Unit 0
Pre-1200 CE

● Agricultural Rev
● Urbanization → disease
● Domestication, irrigation
● Disease – smallpox
● Migrations

● Spread of Hellenism
● Early polytheistic religions
● Hinduism, Judaism
● Monumental architecture
● Ancestor veneration

MAJOR EMPIRES� Rome, Qin,
Han, Gupta, Maurya, Mayan,
Persia, Hellenistic
● Centralized bureaucracies
● Roads, military

● Trading centers: Athens,
Rome, Chang’an

● Silk Roads, Trans- Saharan,
Indian Ocean, Mediterr..

● Rice, cotton, qana

● Patriarchy
● Slavery
● Aristocracy
● Filial piety �Confucian)
● Caste system

● Bronze
● For animals: yokes, saddles
● Equipment: stirrups, sails,

shows

Unit 1
1200�1450

● Isl., Jud., Chr. � Africa,
Asia

● Hinduism, Isl., Budd. →
South, Southeast Asia

● Confucianism justified
Mandate of Heaven

● Filial piety
● Religions shape art, architect.

● Imperial bureaucracies
● Abbasid caliphate

collapsed → new Islamic
pol. entities

● Depends on agriculture,
free peasant labor

● Text

● Patriarchy
● Slavery, free peasant revolts
● Some rights for women in

Buddhist nunneries

● Champa rice
● Grand Canal expansion
● Steel and iron production
● Math, literature, medicine

Unit 2
1200�1450

● Transfer of knowledge (#
systems, medicine)

● Diasporic communities spread
culture to places near & far

● Cultural diffusion via trade

MAJOR PLAYERS� Mongols
● Golden Age: less fights,

more trade

● Silk Roads = huge hub
● Bills of exchange, banking

houses, paper money

● Patriarchy
● Merchants drive growth

● Compass, astrolabe
● Battles using horses, animals

Unit 3
1450�1750

● State rivalries/trade
● Religions interact and

combine �Sikh =
Hinduism � Islam)

● Art & monumental architec. →
legitimacy (imperial portraits,
temples, mosques)

● Religion used to affirm ruler

● Empires: Manchu, Mughals,
Ottoman, Safavid

● Bureaucracy

● Tax collection (tribute, hard
currency, etc)

● Armed trade = more
security

● Theocracy (ie Sunni
Ottoman, Shi'a Safavid)

● Patriarchy
● Elites were on top

● Gunpowder, cannons
● More systematic tax

collection systems

Unit 4
1450�1750

● Columbian Exchange:
plants, animals, diseases
(smallpox, measles)

● Indigen. pops. decimated

● Syncretic religions
● Christianity moves to the west
● Culture mix: Afr., Eur., Amer.

● China, Japan → isolationist
● Europe → ocean expl. →

new trading posts
● Africa → grew trade netw.

● Relied on coerced, slave
labor → cash crops

● Pol. and econ. elites
● Organized plantations

● Diverse crops → long lives
● Slavery
● Minorities expelled/looked

down upon

● Ship design: caravel, fluyt
● Lateen sail, compass, charts
● Knowledge of monsoons

Unit 5
1750�1900

● More global interactions
via steam-powered prod.

● Enlighten.: reason > religion
● New unified identities (i.e.

language, traditions)

● Monarchies topped by
revolutions� Fran., Haiti

● Meiji Restoration

● Serfdom less popular
● Europe � Asia, Middle East

in global manuf. share
● Banking, stock markets

● Feminism, women's suffrage
● Increasingly pro-abolitionist
● More democratic & natlist.

● Indust. Rev. = new roles,
systems (factories

● Steel, chemicals, electricity,
precision machinery

Unit 6
1750�1900

● African resistance of
European intrusion

● Migration b/w states
● Urbanization

● Weaponization of religion →
resist European influence

● Ethnic enclaves = diversity!
● Xenophobia

MAJOR PLAYERS� Brit., France
● Social Darwinism/civilizing
● Classic & economic imper.

�Opium Wars)

● Trade companies: private
ownership → govt owned

● Resource export (cotton,
rubber, palm oil, guano, …)

● More roles for women as
men often migrated

● Coerced (slavery) &
semicoerced labor (convicts,
migrants)

● Industrialization
● Steamboats, more modes of

transportation
● Telegraph, harnessing fossil

fuels

Unit 7
1900�Today

● Cities and land destroyed
by firebombing

● Huge popn losses via
genocides �Holocaust,
Armenia, Cambodia, Rw.)

● Government-controlled art,
media to reflect glory of
nation

● Propaganda – "join the war
effort!"

MAJOR PLAYERS� USSR, US,
China, Britain, India, South
Africa, Israel, & more!
● WWI, WWII
● Revolutions (e.g. Mexican)

● Capitalist social welfare,
New Deal

● Fascist corporatism
● $$$ from weapon sales

● Less freedoms in wartime
societies ⇒ conscriptions

● Women took over
households while men at
war

● Weps: Nukes, mustard gas
● Huge use of factories and

production plants for weps

Unit 8
1900�Today

● MIgrations from former
colony to colonizer:
Filipinos � USA, South
Asians � Britain

● Art, music, religion reflected
calls for independence

● Propaganda – anti-other side

● Cold War & Decolonization
● Anti-imperialist sentiment

⇒ dissolved empires
● Alliances: NATO, Warsaw

Pact ⇒ proxy wars

● Great Depression
● Communist 5-year plans,

Great Leap
● Capitalism vs. communism
● Modernization

● Nationalism after redrawing
political boundaries �Israel,
Pakistan, Cambodia)

● Space Race
● Cyberwarfare, espionage
● Emphasis on nuclear weps

Unit 9
1900�Today

● Spanish flu 1918
● AIDS/HIV
● Green Revolution
● Migrations
● Climate Change

● Globalization
○ Olympics
○ Facebook, BBC
○ Reggae, Hollywood
○ Coca-Cola

● Int’l diplomacy
● Increased access to

political roles for minorities
● Restructure and more

robust alliances (e.g. UN�

● Free-markets
● IMF, World Bank, NAFTA

● Feminism (equal rights)
● Civil Rights
● LGBTQ movement
● Protests 1968, 1989

● Communication: radio,
internet

● Transportation: air travel,
shipping

● Petroleum, nuclear power

Dates to Know: 1200s Mongols // 1324 Mansa Musa // 1347 Plague // 1453 Constantino-fall // 1492 Columbus // 1502 first slaves // 1750 Industrial Rev // 1868 Meiji Resto.
// 1885 Berlin Con // 1914�1918 WWI // 1917 Rus Rev // 1939�1945 WWII // 1945 UN est. // 1945�1991 Cold War // 1950�1960 Civ. Rights Mvmt. // 1983 Internet invented
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