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Theme → Personal & Public
Identities Families & Communities Beauty & Aesthetics Science & Tech Contemporary Life Global Challenges

Unit 1
Families

● Indigenous Family
Structures: patriarcal,
patrilineal, extendido,
organizado, espiritual,
estructurado

● Familismo - sense of
dedication to family

● Machismo - aggressive
masculine pride

● Marianismo - feminine
nurturance

● Multigenerational household
● Mexico = multigenerational out

of necessity due to economic
factors

● Types of Families: nuclear,
monoparental, divorciada,
numerosa, rehecha,
homoparental,
multigeneracional

● Convivencia - coexistence

● Families connect through
cinema �Colombia)

● Telenovelas are a
standard household watch
�Venezuela)

● Inspiration of movies from
events in households -
social problems - relatable
to many families

● Use internet to
communicate with far
relatives

● “Richer” regions use
internet for entertainment
- means of bonding

● Social media keeps
families in touch

● Multigenerational families
still prevail

● Transition to nuclear
families (seen in US�

● El descanso: families spend
time with each other during
“rest”/leisure days

● Estar de vacaciones - rich
families take vacations
together

● Lack of food - stunting
trends 50�60% in Guatemala

● Lack of reliable energy -
Costa Rica � 99% electricity
coverage/Nicaragua � 68%

● Machismo
● Lack of education -

Guatemalans in secondary
school � 47.2%

● Natural disasters:
terremotos, huracanes

🗣Unit 2
Lang & Culture

● Self-esteem: aceptarme,
conocerme, quererme,
valorarme, cuidarme

● Low self-esteem: padres
que no animan, los
amigos que son malas
influencias, la trauma, la
ansiedad, el acoso, la
soledad

● Main religion:
Catholicism

● Majority in one language -
Spanish

● In US, it’s a mix leading to
combination of languages -
multilingual

● Eating together is important
● Families usually have 1�2 kids
● Celebrate ancestry

● Ex) Cuba - slavery and
Black culture

● Ex) Día de Los Muertos

● Beauty = la belleza
● Aesthetics = estética
● Aesthetics: how beauty is

produced
● Beauty found in art and

nature
● Peruvian aesthetics:

Machu Picchu, mountains,
landscape, walking
through calles

● Ventajas: ↑
communication, ↑
bonding, ↑  convenience,
↑ access to art and
entertainment

● Desventajas: ↓ privacy,
digital divide, social
isolation

● Street Art: mural � Sistine
Chapel/Diego
Rivera/Michelangelo

● Actualizar: update/refresh
● La contraseña: password
● El usuario: username
● La red social: social media
● Inalámbrico: wireless
● El entretenimiento:

entertainment
● Doña Angela de Michoacán,

México � De mi Ranch a Tu
Cocina

● Bad Bunny � El Apagón

● National holidays
● Ex) Halloween in

Colombia
● Importance of learning

English in Colombia
different from that in Cuba
(no learning other
languages)

● México� Cinco de Mayo
● Challenge to maintain unity

between these holidays

🎨Unit 3
Beauty & Art

● Accents, Slangs - ex)
South of Mexico

● Propaganda during war
and peace

● Billboards - Castro
● Music - challenges public

perspective

● Chicano Art � Mexican
Americans to assert identity in
American context

● Prehistoric Art - Altamira cave
system

● Aztec art - stone statues/gems

● Actress: Jennifer Lopez,
Sofía Vergara, Eva
Mendes

● Plastic Surgery:
Liposuction/Botox

● Beauty Pageants:
Venezuela, PR, Brazil

● Recyclable computers in
poor areas - Puerto Rico

● Beauty seen in connection
between families who live
far apart

● La Alhambra de Granada,
España

● Mudéjar style - mix of
Christian and Islamic

● Museo Nacional del Prado
en Madrid, España

● Banksy-inspired street art

● Lead to self-image issues
● Inconvenient/Unrealistic

ideas regarding life - given
by cinema/art/actresses

● Blend of music tastes -
increased syncretism

🔬Unit 4
Sci & Tech

● Exposure to different
ideas

● Reinforcement/erosion
of tradition

● Development of global
citizenship

● Social images - curated
self-image

● Increased connectedness
across families

● Spread of information - social
media (can mislead, however)

● Ethics: ética
● Morals: morales
● Whatsapp - allows to talk

● Illegal movie recording
�Columbia)

● Every state has a school
of art - hard to get in
�Cuba)

● USB for novelas and
movies �Cuba)

● Cuban internet comes from
ETECSA -wifi hotspot

● Cubans rely on public
transportation: collectivos

● Navegador: browser
● Banda ancha: broadband
● Digitalizar: to digitize
● Ciencias cognitivas

● Dactyloscopy System:
Argentina

● Contraceptive Pill� Mexico
● Traffic Lights for the Blind:

Argentina
● CAPTCHA Codes:

Guatemala
● Vaccine Development

● El positivo: communication,
access information, easily
convey findings

● El negativo: addiction,
dangers in body
confidence/self-esteem

● Catalan Independence
Movement

🏠Unit 5
Quality of Life

● Jubilar: to retire
● Huelga: strike
● Presupuesto: budget
● Lealtad: loyalty
● Self development and

self help increases one’s
awareness and quality of
life

● Women usually don’t work and
stay at home

● Clustered households due to
multigenerational aspect

● Common jobs - driving and
medicine �Cuba)

● Música � Shakira, Carlos
Vives, Juanes, J Balvin,
Maluma, Karol G

● Baile - la cumbia
● Deportes - fútbol,

ciclismo, tejo
● Artes visuales � Jorge

Pardo, Carlos Cruz-Diez

● Measures of Housing
Quality: calidad de aire,
presencia de moho,
seguridad, proximidad al
trabajo

● Hurricane Maria
● Inequalities: gender, age,

class

● Una dieta saludable - frutas,
legumbres, nueces, granos
integrales

● “Snack” - piscolabis
�España), botana �México),
picadera �La República
Dominicana), colación
�Chile)

● Educational Stages:
preescolar, escuela primaria,
secundaria,
bachillerato/preparatoria,
universidad

● Horário Escolar: 4 hours
● #YoSoy123 movement

💴Unit 6
Challenges

● Self-image/Maintaining
Culture/Assimilation

● Develop a self image

● High agriculture, many farms
● Urban activities grouped in one

area
● Facilitation of communication

● Representation hardships
of economically
challenged people

● Poor don’t have access to
technology (Colombia)

● No Wifi �Cuba)
● Housing quality ↓

● Environmental Issues:
● plástico de un solo

uso
● ecoturismo
● desforestación

● Environment
● Lack of food, lack of energy,
● Education
● Social movements
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